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Fortunate Country Maid. 


Being the Entertaining 


MEMOIRS 


Of the Preſent Celebrated 


Marcuioness of L. J. 


„ Reſolved to ſhut myſelf up during the 
. Abſence of my dear Lover, and fee no- 
| [I | 2 body; but Madame de Geneval, whom 
= >» \ her Huſband undoubtedly had made ſen- 
2 ſible of the Injuſtice of her Behaviour, 
came to ſee me, and made ſeveral Excuſes for what 
had paſs'd, by imputing to my Chamber-Maid, who 
was, ſhe ſaid, very foul-mouth'd, the Cauſe of the 
unmannerly Expreſſions ſhe had employ'd. How 
much ſoever I might be provok'd againſt her, ſhe 
ſeem'd ſo humble and fincere, that I could not help 
returning a civil Anſwer to what the ſaid on this Oc- 
caſion. I am not ill-natur'd, but of a forgiving Tem- 
per; beſides, I thought it was to no Purpoſe to ſhun 
'x her for the little Time I had to ſtay at her Houſe. 
Madame dc Geneval went from one Extreme to an- 
other; we were no fooner reconcil'd, but ſhe invited 
herſelf to fup with me, the better to ratify her Par- 
don, as ſhe fd. I was not yet Miſtreſs of that Fa- 
culty which teaches us politely to get rid of trouble- 
: | A 2 ſome 
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ſome People, I durſt not refuſe her. The Huſband 
comi "g in, was of the Party; and as M. de St. Ful 
arrived the Inſtant we were fitting down to Table, 
I obliged him to make one. Monfieur de Genewal 
entertain'd us, as uſual, with a thouſand Stories, gave 
us ſeveral Adventures that were not new, yet amuſing 
by the new Turn he gave them. His Wife propos'd 
to go the next Day to the Park with me, aſſuring 
me the King would be there, and that he intended 
to fiſh in the Canal. As little diſpos'd as I was, I 
could not refiſt this Party, for the following Reaſon ; 
one of Geneval's Friends, belonging to the Board of 
Works, had promis'd him a Gondola for his Wife, 
and I could not have had a finer Occaſion of taking 
the Air agreeably. _ 

The Pleaſure I felt the next Day in this Party 
made me forget my Cares, and I was not ſorry I had 
conſented to Te. F.. Fal was with us, and ſhow'd us 
the Menagerie, Marly and Meudon; I admir'd theſe 
Palaces, which encreas'd my Eagerneſs to ſee that 
of Verſailles the firſt Opportunity. 

After having run over ſome other Parts of the 
Park, waiting for the King, who came pretty late, 
we amus'd ourſelves with ſee ing him a fiſhing. Ma- 
dame ds Genewval remarked to me a very handſome 
Man, who had his Eyes continually upon us, and who, 
ſhe told me, was the very Dute, who the Day of my 
Arrival had deſir'd to fee me. The Fear I was un- 
der, leſt he ſhould make an Attempt to ſpeak to me, 
obliged me to return Home, where we fat directly 
down to Table. 

We loit no Time; the freſh Air had given us ſo 
keen an Appetite, that we all play'd our Parts with 
2 good Grace. The Diſcourſe rolled upon the Places 
we had ſeen, which occaſioned from Time to Time 
ſome curious Anecdotes, which pleas'd me much. I 
found a Satisfaction in every Thing relating to the 
Court, without gueſſing the Reaſon; my Mind ſeem'd 
to fore bode, that the Day would come when I ſhould 


kaye a Place there. 
In 
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In the mean 'Time, the Night being advanced, 
Geneval and his Wife retir'd. The Count ſeem'd tb 
have a great Mind to talk to me; but he thought 
proper to take another Opportunity, knowing my 
Nicety of Decorum; and I muſt do him this Piece of 
Juſtice, never was Lover more aſſiduous, or more 
careful not to.offend. I wiſh'd him a good Night 
with all the Chearfulneſs in the World, with which 
he ſeem'd fo ſatisfied, that I dare fay he flept well 
upon it. Lovers are very fooliſh; the leaſt Thing 
de jects, and a mere Nothing raiſes them again. 

The next Day, deftin'd for great Events, I roſe 
extremely gay, with a certain „eben which was 
not cuſtomary. How eaſily we become acquainted 
with a Life of Pleaſure ! Like a great many Women, 
my Lcoking-Glaſs did not a little contribute to my 
good Humour, and in thoſe Days it flatter d me ve- 
ry much. A Millener that had been ſent for, ſet me 
off in that Taſte and Air, that is to be ca.izht no 
where but at Paris, or the Court. I had a mind to 
be fine that Day, and I don't know why, for I had 
no Defign to pleaſe. A Pair of Stays, brought Home 
the Night before, gave ſo eaſy and fo ſihe a Turn to 
my Shape, that I was quite charm'd with it : My 
Cloties put on, nothing was wanting to complete 
my Dreſs. 

'As ſoon as the Ceremonies of my Toilette were 
over, I paſs'd into my great Room; I own my 
Weakneſs, I thought myſelf very well, and I faid 
in my own little Conceit, it would be no Misfortune 
to the Margque/s to have a Wife of my Air: In ſhort 
I found myſelf handſome, and I have ſeldom ſeen 
any that ſurpaſs'd me. Let this Vanity be forgiven 
me, it is the plain Truth, I have ſtill ſome fine Re- 
mains. 

Juſt as I had finiſhed my Dreſs, M-»fcur and Ma- 
dame ds Geneva came to my Apartment. The Huſ- 
band extoll'd my Charms highly, Compliments of 
Form: As for the Wife, ſhe blamed the Make of my 
Gown, arraig n' d my Tire-Woman, found fault with 
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Shoes and Stockings. True Woman; but forgave 
er, ia Confideration of the Propoſal ſhe made of 
going to fre che King at Maſs ; I accepted of it the 
more readily, becauſe I knew beth the old Xargque/s 
and his Son were at Paris, and I was in no Fcar of 
be ing diſcover'd. 

Gen dal has ing told us das Time to go, we went 
to the Caſtle; as it was but a Step, there was no 
Occaſion for Chairs. We paſied by the C:omprrelier 
of the Houſhold's Apartment, and fo dirccily thro? 
the little Galleries leading into the Cattle: Ve met 
tew People, to my no imall Diſappointment. A Wo- 
man is always a Woman, and provided ſhe is pretty, 
likes to be ſeen and admir'd; the laſt Word, I be- 
licve, is the whole Truth. 

Jexp miy Surprize to M. Geneval- Oh! 
« we are aot yet come to the Court (ſaid he to me 
« ſmiling) theſe are but the Paſſages that lead to it.“ 
In reality, as ſoon as we were got to the Prince's 
Gallery, and began to enter into the Apartments, I 
was in ſuch a Conſternation, eſpecially when I came 
into the great Gallery, that I forgot myſelf, ſtood 
ſtill at every Step; freſh Matter of Admiraticn. If 
it had not been for Monfieur de Geneval, who was my 
Guide, and prevented my Diſtraction, I ſhould have 

un among the buſieſt of thoſe, with whom the 
Apartments generally ſwarm. 

In the mean Time, at every Step a Crowd of Peo- 
ple ſtopt, and whitper'd to one another. I began to 
recover a little from my Enthuſtaſms, and to conſi- 
der thoſe who pals'd by. I could not refrain from 
bluſhing, ſo ſtared at as I was. Certainly, I think, 
there is no Nation in the World where they examine 
the Women ſo nicely. I was every Minute ſteppin 
on one Side or another, fearing leſt they ſhould peak 
to me, not to ſay any Thing elſe; for they came 
ſo very near, it was excuſable in me to have that 
Thought. Madarte de Ceneval, who perceiv'd the 
Confuſion I was in, as well as what occaſion'd it, 
tell a laughing very heartily ; and but for wo 

and, 
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band, who told her ſhe was not now at Home, I 
believe ſhe would have enter'd upon a Diſcourſe plea- 
ſant enough, and ſufficiently overheard, to draw af- 
ter us the young Fellows, of whom the Gallery was 
full. But my Turn ſoon came, and if I had been 
ſpiteful, I might have juſtly diverted myſelf at her 
Expence. 

As we were walking, which Madame de Gene vd 
did with an Air of Familiarity, and as if ſhe had 
been a Perſon well known, the Cloſet Door opened 
on a ſudden: the Kirg was going to Maſs, every 
Body followed, and in an Inſtant the Croud diſap- 
peared. Menfreur de Gene val told his Wife, ſhe had 
done ill not to ſecure Places, and that it was very 
likely we ſhould not get into the Chapel. His Wife 
bantered him for his Uneaſineſs, and told him, ſhe 
was ſure they would open her the Door as foon as 
the appeared. The Hutband ſhook his Head at this 
idle Piece of Pride, he foreſaw Part of what was to 
happen 

Madane de Geneval being, as ſhe faid, very well 
known at Cort, and acquainted with its Ways, 
ſcrarch'd at the Chapel-Door ; a Centinel open d it 
a little Way: You cannot come in Madam, ſaid he, 
there is mo Room. She nan. ed her Name, and was 
inſiſing upon her Prerogative; but the Guard ſnut 
to the Poor without anſwerin her, as if he tioug] t 
her a Perfon of no great ering quence. 'Tranſpor ted 

vith Rage, ſhe told me, that this was ſome young 
Recruit, who did not know his Duty, but that ſhe 
would teach it tim. For my Part, | could not h clip 
ſmiling; ſhe perceived it, and her Vanity making 
her believe it was occaſioned by the little Notice 
taken of her, ſhe return'd to the Charge, and ſcratched 
once again ie the Door. Ty, Dinan, "tis to no 

| Pirto/e, cried the Guard, I Lawve already tel v, 
5 you cannot came in: With theſe Words he was going 
to ſhut the Door, when I 2dvanced. I will not ſay 
my Countenance pleas'd him, I would not indulge 
my Varity fo far; perheps I reſembled ſome Lady 
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of Quality, or that my Dreſs impoſed on him; be 
that as it will, opening the Door to me, he ſtretch'd 
out his Hand, and ſaid to Gereval, Pray, Madam, 
| nale Rem Upon this I advanced again, and he let 
| me in. 'The poor Voman was obliged, in order to 
5 follow me, to ſay the was of my Company. It 
| zeem'd as if that Day was deſtin'd to mortity her; 
there was but one Place left upon the Forms, which 
was given me, Madame de Geneval ſtanding all the 
while. I pitied her, and offered my Place, but ſhe 
refuſed ; telling me with a Diſdain ſie could not 
hide, that People uſcd no Ceremony in the King's 
Freſence. 7 | 

] was too much taken up with the charming Sight, 
| to mind what ſhe faid. If a Perſon out of the Coun- 
4 try is amazed the firſt Time ſhe finds herſelf at Court, 
let any one imagine my Aſtouiſhment; I, who at moſt 


had heard talk of it, without ever having had any 
Greunds to form Iceas cf that Kind. 

Of all the brilliant Otzects that ſtruck my Sight, 
I fixe! my Eyes on nott. ing during Part of the Ser- 
Vice, Hut the 77e, where the King diſinguithed 
himſelf as much by his Devotion, as by al Air of 
Grcatneſs inſeparable from him. I forgot nothing 
that could confirm me in my Frejudice, by which [ 
was fo zealouſly attach'd ro him: I plainly faw that 
the Monarch was alone, and that this Lonelineſs was 
the Privilege of his Rank. The Crowd of Lords 
behind him, had an Effect which ſtruck me; I look'd 
on it as a Shade, which placed in the moſt advan- 
tageous Light this amiable Prince, with whom I 
was ſo much taken ever ſince the lucky Moment 
when Chance had brought him ia my Sighr. 

After having for a loug Time conſidered this at- 
tracting Point of View, I let my Eyes wander thro? 
the Galleries; this Sight ſhowed me the Injuſtice of 
the Kemark, I had often heard made, concerning 
the little Piety which reigns amongſt thoſe of the great 
World; on the contrary, I was edified at the De- 
cency with which the Courtiers aſaſted at the Myſ- 

teries: 
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teries : each Perſon ſeem'd recollected within him- 
ſelf; no Diſcourſe, no Trifling ; their outward Be- 
haviour inculcated Modeſty and Reſpect; methought 
I was the only diſtracted Perſon, and I bluſhed to 
ſee it. I have fince learned from Experience, that 


what I then look'd upon as ſolid Piety, was but an 


Imitation of the Maſter. Tis all Copy at Court; 
when the Model is good, all around it bears his 
Reſemblance. 

Maſs being over, I was taken up with ſo many 
curious Objects, that I ſhould have remain'd the laſt 
in the Place, fo deeply was I engaged ; but a Hand 
which I felt, and which I thought was Madame de 
Geneval, reminding me to go, brought me to myſelt ; 
in this Notion, I anſwer'd her without turning a- 
bout. My Eyes were fixed upon a Lady, whoſe 
Countenance had pleaſed me to that Degree, I could 
not take them off; ſhe was tall, exquiſitely well 
ſhaped, large black Eyes, a Singularity in her Face 
that ſtruck me. TI was examining her Perſon with 
an eager Eye, when Madame de Geneval interrupted 


me in a Tone of Voice, which retained a great deal 


of her former Humour: Pray, Madam, anſwer 
the Marqueſs.” At this Name I turned ſuddenly 
about, thinking it to be my Lover; for I knew no- 
body called by that Name except himſelf, But, 
how was I ftruck! who would have expected ſuch 
an Incident? I trembled every Joint at the Sight of 
the old Margueſs de L. V. Father of him who poſ- 
ſeſſed my whole Thoughts; he did not go, as he 
had told his Son, it was only an Artifice, the Se- 
quel will ſhow why it was employ'd. But to return. 
Pardon me, Madam (ſays this old Nobleman} 
if I take the lucky Opportunity that favours me 
with a Sight of you: Features like yours are not 
eatly forgot; give me Leave to expreſs my Joy 
at having once more found you. The Circum- 
flances in which I left you gave me great Unea- 
ſineſs; and, but for the Duty of ny Place, which 
called me away, I ſhould afſurecl; have ſtaid till 
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« you had recovered your Health; but if they exe- 
« cuted my Orders, they muſt have told you, that 
I commanded all imaginable care to be taken of 
© you But what is the Meaning of this, Ma- 
dam? (continued the Nobleman, perceiving by 
my Countenance that I was in Pain.) Is my Pre- 
* ſence always to occaſion Trouble and Uneaſineſs? 
Is it poſſible that I ſhould be ſo unfortunate ? Have 
you any private Reaſons „The Lady can 
« have none, Sir: (ſaid Geneval, who could no 
longer hold her Tongue) Any one would think 
« it an Honour to be taken Notice of by ſo polite 
« a Nobleman, as the Margue/s is. I am very much 
© obliged to you, Madam, (replied he, looking ear- 
neitly at her, as if he endeavoured to call her to 
Mind) Iwiſh this Lady was of the ſame Opinion.“ 
A Man ſomewhat in Years, and who ſeem'd to be 
a Perſon of Diſtinftian, came luckily to ſpeak to the 
Margue/s, which gave me time to recover. I bluſhed 
at my own ſimple Behaviour, and this Reflection 
ſtung me to that Degree, that I believe I ſhould 
have come-off with flying Colours, if the Attack 
had been renewed ; but undoubtedly the Courtier, 
who interrupted ſo opportunely this perplexing Con- 
verſation, was of a Rank to put even Perſons of 
Quality under Conſtraint as ſoon as he appear'd. I 
was not miſtaken ; going out of the Chapel, Madame 
de Cone val told me, that the Perſon in Queſhon was 
ia Favour, and *twas every Body's Buſineſs to keep. 
well with him. . 
Surpriſe frequently hides Part of the Danger, but 
Reflection afterwards magnihes it. I had no ſooner 
left my Lover's Father, but my Blood was chilPd at 
the Ihoughts of my narrow Eſcape; a thouſand 
Things came into my Mind, and occaſion'd ſuch a 
Conſternation, that I neither heard nor ſaw any thing. 
Inſtead of going down the Stairs, as I ought to have 
done, my Hurry of Thcught carried me back to the 
Apartments: La Geneva!, ignorant of my Deſign, 
folloiv'd me, and perceiving that I made no Anſwer ' 
do 
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to what ſhe faid, thought I reſented the haughty 
Manner in which ſhe had ſpoke to me ; ſhe judg'd 
proper to make ſome Atonement, by abating of her 
proud Diſpoſition. This fame Pride of hers proved 
advantageous to me, in as much as Experience let 
her ſee from Time to Time, that Perſons of the firſt 
Quality ſhow'd me Reſpect : She was perſuaded, I 
muſt be much above the ordinary Sort. Be that as 
it will, ſhe joined me, and topping me with great 
Politeneſs, aſk'd if I was angry with her, and if her 
Company was diſagreeable; adding, that ſhe had 
« Reaſon to believe ſo, by my hurrying fo faſt from 
« her, which was taken Notice of, and look'd as if 
& ſhe was troubleſome.” 'Theſe Words drew me 
from my Reveri:; J aſſured her I was quite of a 
Citcrent Opinion fram what ſhe ſeemed to appre- 
hend ; that the did not do me Juſtice, having Rea- 
ſons for quitting the Caſtle, and going Home. She 
replied, “ I did not take the Way, and was going 
„quite wrong.” I beg'd her to lead, and, follow- 
lowing her, was vaſtly ſurprized to find how far I 
had to go back before we reached tke Courts. I 
vas offered blue Chairs, which always wait at the 
Foot of the Stairs, to carry me Home. I was going 
to throw myſelf into the firſt, without farther Thought 
than the Dread of being follow'd, when I heard a 
Voice calling out, Run, and beg her to ſtay a Moment. 
Madam: de Geaeval, who heard theſe words as well 
as 1, inſtcad cf going into her Chair, topped mine, 
« foyins, © that the fame Nobleman who had ac- 
* coe me in the Chapel, was coming down the 
& ofent Stairs, accompanied by one of his Pages, 
an that he aſked to ſpeak with me.. My Fears 


Praſcuce now would he very ſerviceable, to extricate 
me. from this fatal Perplexity. Making this Re- 
floction, the old 17, rouels joined me; I remained in 
the Chair, my Confuſion was fo great, that I 
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thought I certainly appeared to him exceſſively ill- 
bred. Imuſt not ſuffer you, Madam (ſays he, 
without taking Notice of e Confuſion I was in) 

to make uſe of this Chair; here is mine, that ſhall 
carry you Home ; you will be more at your Eaſe in 
it; aid I muit beg Leave to pay you my Reſpects 
after you have dined: I have not forgut the Re- 
gard you expreſs'd for People of my Age, in the 
Converſation I had with you in the Country, and 
I reflect on it with Pleaſure.” Saying this, be pre- 
ſented me his Hand to lead me to his Chair. It 
ſeem'd as if this Lord had an Aſcendant over me, 
which could not be reſiſted: However, I anſwered 
his Compliment, that I was ſenſible of his Civili- 
« ties, and ſhould be very much honour'd by his 
„% Viat.” 

The Chair went off at theſe Words. As ] turned 
towards the Grate, I ſpied the old Margue/s talking 
with Madam de Geneval, Which gave me not a little 
Diſquiet, as I knew the Woman was very taikative. 
I imagined as I went thro' the Courts, every one 
ſtopped to examine me; I concluded it was on ac- 
count of the Chair I was in, as the Arms were 
known: And to ſpeak the Truth, notwidiſtanding 
the many Cares with which I was +oppreſs'd, Selt- 
Love was ſooth'd with its Chimeras, and I was not 
ſorry to ſee myſelf in ſo pompous and brilliant an 
Equipage. 

My Cook-Maid Barbara ('tis the laſt Time of 
calli-g her by this Name) deliver'd me a Letter as I 
came in, which I open'd in great Haſte, becauſe I 
knew the Hand. Notwithſtanding the late vexatious 
Incident, my Affection was not diminiſhed for the 
Perſon from whom it came; 'twas from Sr Agnes, 
that unfortunate and tender Friend, whoſe Story is 
related before. She wrote as follows : 


LET- 
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I Newer doubted, my dear Jenny, of your Affection, 
or generous Sentiments ; lovely Lindamine gave me 
Proofs 3 the very firſt Day /he arrived, by in:- 
forming, me with what Leal you had engaged her to 
erde me, and the Steps that had been already taken ſer 
making me eaſy. I durſt not flatter myſelf auith a 

good Succeſs from them; I thought all the Warid nad 
Herget me. What Tranſports aid I net feel, from the 
convincing Proofs that my Friend and my Lower vere 
true ! Jes, dear Jenny, your Endeawours and Friead- 
ſhip triumph. I hawe received an Anſwer from con- 
ſtant Melicourt, he will be here ſhortly, to convince me 
his Paſften is unallerable. I ſhould have wrote to you 
before, had I traum your Addreſs; but your Letter, 
which I have juſt now received, makes me ſnatch the 
Opportunity gib ¹ me of acquainting you with the Sa- 
tiifattion I enjoy. I know you ſoare my Troubles and 
Pleaſare 3 3 1 will not fail, to give you a full Account, 
as ſoon as Mel:court arrives; as far as he is his aun 
Maſter, he will not fail, on what I hall ſay to him, to 
ge aud inform you what I Have to fear or hepe. Ima- 
gine, dear Friend, what 1 ſaffer wiilft my Fate is in 
Suſpence : Alas ! I bluſh to own it to y; but if [ am 
Jo unhappy as 16 be forced to ſiuiſb my Days in a Clifter, 
they will jo n be at an End. Adieu, dar Friend; 
ſhorten by ycur endearing Letters the tedious Hours, bent 
in Care and Iinpaticnce; you know but too awell from 
Experience, hew horrille Uncertainty is, mot 19 allew;- 
ate the Weight of its Torment. Lindamine, who is 
now made acquainted with your Hiſtory, and who loves 
you ſincerely, defrres the ſame Favour : She has a great 
deat of gocd Senje and Mit; every Body hore lowes her, 
ana reſpeHs hir Virtue : comvincing Prefs thereof afpear'd 
in reſiſting the Violence of her Lover's Paſſion, of which 
he gave þ blict Mut. As dear as Belizai avas to 
her, ſhe would never fee him. Yau knew ber Hiſtcry, 
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he has told it me; but you don't know, that this raſh 


Lever found out Lindamine”s Retreat, and that a Mo- 
ment after ſhe was got into the Monaſtery, he appeared, 
and committed numberle/s Extravagancies in order ta 
oblige his Miſtreſs to come out. 

The Raſhneſs of his Paſſion pleaded his Excuſe, and 
he at laſt thought fit to retire. The charming Pilgrim 
could not help being moved at it, but by her admir rable 
Vecation ſhe has ſurmeunted this natura] Wenkne/s. How 
happy ſbe is ! why cannot T follow her Example? Once 
more Adieu, dear Friend. I expect to hear from you, 
with an Iinpatience great as my Affection that is 


ſaying a great aal, for "tis bryond every thing that 


4 can expreſs, 
Sarnt Ax Es. 


T had ſcarce red the Letter, when Genet. 1 came 
in: * You never told me, Madam (faid the, ooking 
very cunning) * that you knew the argus de 
Z. V. I will make no Secret to you, that he was 
an Admirer of mine before J was engaged: tho? 
advanced in Years, he was ftill dangerous; and 
my Mother kept me from him wich as much Cau- 
tion as if he had been a young Man. He has been 
juſt now putting me in Mind of this, and he ſeem- 
ed to recolle& theſe Trifles with forme Pleaſure ; 
« but for all that, I was not ſo blind as not to dif- 
« cern his aſking me Leave to renew his Acquaint- 
* ance, is only a Pretenc2 to gain yours.” „ You 
* banter ſure, Madam (rep! ied 1 in great Confu- 
fion) „I do not know the Perſon you i--5% of 
Not know him! (cried Madame do . dl, ſixing 
her Eyes on me) * what means this Myſtery ? Di 4 
not he once mect you as he paſo'd thro” a V Mage ? 

« That is true, (continued I, percetvinz caſly by 
her Diſcourſe that he had told her this See J 
% but, he might have acquainted you, ontinued I) 
« that [ Rad the Honcur to ſee him but for a No- 
« ment.” Ay (faid ſhe) I know. you fainted, and 
he went away without knowing who you was, in 

« ſpite 
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* ſpite of all his Enquiries ; and that ſame Curioſity 
not being then ſatisfied, is what has occaſioned the 
© Diſcourſe we had together; as I could anſwer his 
© Queſtions but very imperfectly, I contented myſelf 
by aſſuring him, that as ſoon as he ſhould ſignify 
© his Deſires to you on that Subject, he would be 
fully ſatisfied.” 

Dinner, which was then ſerving up, interrupted 
a Converſation that was very troubleſome to me. 
Geneval, who had Company to dine with her, would 
engage me to aſſiſt in doing the Honours of the Ta- 
ble; but I excuſed myſelf, under Pretence of a Pain 
in my Stomach, which was true enough. I was fo 
overwhelm'd with the Rencontre I had had, and it 
caus'd ſuch diſagreeable Reflections, and thoſe of ſuch 
Conſequence, that I was more than an Hour dream- 
ing over my Meat before I could eat a Mouthful. 
My good Aunt, who {tood behind my Chair, and 
who preſs'd me ever fince I fat down to employ the 
Time as I ought, aſtoniſhed to ſee me ſo diſtreſo'd, 
aſk'd me with all the Reſpects ſhe was capable of, if 
I could live without eating? To get rid of her Im- 
portunity, and in order to be left alone, I complied, 
and forced myſelf to eat; after which I retired to 
my Cloſet, where calling to Miad the fatal Meeting 
with the old Margne/;, and all the Conſequences 
that might enſue, I gave myſelf up to Sorrow and 
Tears: but ſtruggling with myſeift, and expecting 
the Margque/s would ſoon be wita me, and that if he 
ſurpris'd me in this Condition, he would have Room 
for many Reflections; fearing, on the other hand, 
that his Son was, not yet gone, and leſt he ſhould 
come upon us whilit his Father was with me, 
which would diſcover all, I judged it Frudence to 
prevent all thefe Incidents; for* this Purpoſe, 1 
thought myſelf obliged to write to my Lover, and 
 apprite him of all that had tappen'd to me, be- 
ſeeching him in the Name of all that was dear, to 
take me away, and not expoſe me to the Danger of 


loſing him perhaps for ever. 
Ay 
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As ſoon as my Letter was finiſhed, I fell into a 
new Perplexity, how to get it deliver'd. Who could 
I truſt? I had no Choice but my ſimple Aunt; I 
could depend on her Fidelity ; but ſhe was of that 
ſort of Character which diſcovers itſelf at once; ſhe 
had Wit in her Way, but her Ingenuity was what 1 
fear'd. Theſe fort of People, by endeavouring to 
fay nothing, ſay all. She might be queſtioned, and 
_ to prate: To recommend Secrecy to her was 

ing her an Iuclination to ſpeak. After having 
weigh'd and examined this Detign, I thought I could 
not do better than be my own Meſſenger. 

This being determined, I crdered a Chair; by 
this Means I avoided a great deal of Perplexity. 1 
was ignorant where my Lover liv'd; but he was 
univerially known, and I did not queſtion but my 
Chairmen could find his Lodging : I intended to 
make one of them deliver my Letter, and to keep 
cloſe all the while in my Chair. Another Reaſon 
engaged me to go from Home, I was willing to 
avoid the Margue/:'s Viſit, and gain Time, till I had 

iven Notice to his Son, who perhaps ſenſible of my 
| Endo might find Means to ſecure me from what 
I feared with ſo much Reaſon. 

I am perſuaded there is nobody but enters at once 
into all theſe Things, and imagines that during this 
quarter of an Hour I was not very happy. Let us 
go on. 

The Chairmen knew, as I imagined, where the 
Margurſs lived; as ſoon as I came to the Door, I 
made em ſtop, and ordered hun who ſeem'd the 
moſt intelligent of the two, to aſk if he was at 
Home. I was in ſuch an Agitation, that I forgot 
the moſt important Precaution : The Man appeared 
again very ſoon, and told me, that the Perſon I 
aſked for was at Table, that they were gone to ac- 
quaint him, that I ſhould have an Anſwer in a Mo- 
ment. I had no Intention to ſpeak with him in fo 
ſuſpected a Place, where we could be ſo overlooked ; 
a Number of Footmen were paſſing back war and 

forwards, 
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forwards, and might draw Conjectures from this Vit. 
I thought it was ſufficient to ſend in my Letter, and 
J was going to give it to the Porter, with Orders to 
deliver it into the Hands of my Lover, when Dabors, 
the Valet de Chambre I mentioned in another Place, 
appeared. My Dreſs was undoubtedly the Reaſon 
he did not know me again; he drew near, and told 
me that the Marque/;, hearing a Lady aſd to ſpeak 
to him, deſired me to 20 into his Cloſet, and that 
he would immediately wait on me. I cannot (re- 
plied I, charm'd with being ſo happy to meet this 
Man) but dear Dubois, ſaid I, give him this Let- 
ter, and tell him ———?* © Ah Miſs Jenn! 
(faid he, knowinz me again) „what's your De- 
« ſign? To what do you expoſe yourſelf ? Have 
« you a Mind to be ruin'd ? My Mater is at Paris, 
and if it be him you want, as I doubt not but it 
is, they have made a Miſtake; his Father is here, 
4 all is diſcovered if you appear.“ Heavens! 
(cried I) What do you tell me? Surely, 1 never 
deſign'd my Letter for him.“ Fly then (ſaid 
Dabeis) „ our old Maſter will be here preſently, he 
« 15 too much an humble Servant of the Ladies te 
„ make 'em wait. They told him you was hand- 
« ſome, and I tremble I-t: he comes before your 
Chairman, who is miiling, be found.” 

Let People judge of the Conſternation into which 
theſe Words threw me. I bid the Chairman, that 
remained with me, to open the Door, chooſing ra- 
ther to return on Foot, than riff: ſuch an Interview: 
But the Obſtinacy of this Fellow in ſearching after 
his Partner, was the Cauſe why I had it tot in my 
Power to retire when he was come. 

A Page, who had been eying me from the fore 
Parlour, and ſcen me ſpeak to Dubois, and who ſav- 
the Letter I had juſt deliver'd, regaled his Matter 
with tle ne he had made: The Company 
was then bantering him upon his good Fortune; the 
Stupidity of the Man that carried my Meſtuge, who 
thought he had Cone finely in adding that I came to 
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ſollicit his Intereſt, occaſion'd their Rallery; this 
wicked Page, I fay, (I hope he will forgive me the 
Epithet) came flyly, and inform'd the old AZzrque/s, 
that, tir'd with waiting, I was juſt going away, and 
but for one of the Chairmen that was miſſing, I had 
been gone before. One of the Lords at Table with 
him cried out, Ah! this is tov cruel: After which 
he ran out, and was follow'd by ſeven or eight other 
young Perſons, who came juſt as they were taking 
me away. One of them, whom I knew to be the 
Dake of „ him that Genewval made me take No- 
tice of at the Canal, bid em fet me down, and com- 
ing to my Chair, told me * I was going to have an 
Audience of the Margq:/s, and that in his Name 
he aſk'd a thouſand Pardons for making me wait.“ 
Pierced to the Heart at this Accident, I made Signs 
to go on without returning any Anſwer, but in vain 
the Reſpect the Men had for the Noblemen that ſur- 
rounded me, made em ſet down the Chair and open 
the Door. The young Nobleman who ſpoke to me, 
preſented his Hand; but he no ſoonor faw my Face, 
than turning to the reſt, The Margit is no un- 
« lucky Man (cried he) * this pretty Lady is the 
« ſame we all admir' at her Window on cur Ketufh 
« from Hunting.” At this they a't .cew near, and 
examined me with a Murmur that flattered my 
Charms, but redoubled my Uneaſineſs. To encreaſe 
my Confuſion, up comes the old Aorque/e, who, 
knowing me again, retired two Steps with an Air of 
Joy: Ah! is't you Madam? (cried he) Good God! 
Why have you done me the Honour to prevent 
« me? I am very angry at myſelf, not to have ha- 
« ſten'd a Viſit I was bound to make.“ As he ſpoke 
theſe Words, he took me out of my Chair very po- 
litely, and I followed him with a Trouble that may 
be well imagined. 

I was accompanied by all thoſe that were with the 
Marqueſs; and I heard one among them ſay to the 
Nobleman that ſpoke to me firſt, © this is the Perſon, 
« I'll engage, of whom you talk'd ſo much, Ne. 

Whole 
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© whoſe Houſe you were refuſed Admittance: You 
had reaſon to extoll her Beauty.” This Diſcourſe 
confirm'd me in what Cereval had ſaid the Night be- 
fore, and taught me at the ſame time how much one 
may depend on the Diſcretion of young People. 
Croſſing the Antichamber, I ſpied Dubcis, who 
placed himſelf in my Way, and dextrouſly put his 
Finger on his Mouth, as much as to fav, be cau- 
tious, and confeſs nothing. I underſtood extremely 
well what he meant by this, and methought it in- 
ſpired me with Prudence. As ſoon as I was ſet 
down, addreſſing myſelf to the old Marqueſs, and 
affecting an Air of the greateſt Sincerity : “ If I had 
« known ſooner, my Lord, (faid I) who you were, 
« I ſhould not have omitted coming to thank you 
« for the Regard you ſhew'd me when we met by 
« chance in the Village. Madame de Geneval' in- 
« form'd me this Morning of theſe Particulars, and 
* that you had carried your Goodneſs fo far, as to 
have deſign'd ſending a Phyſician to my Aſſiſt- 
* ance.” It is true, Madam (replied the Mar- 
© gueſs ;) but can one do too much for one fo ac- 
* compliſh'd ? I make you Judges, Gentlemen,” (ſaid 
he ſpeaking to the Company 3) can one regret any 
* Pains fo well employ'd ? The Noblemen all ſaid 
the politeſt Things imaginable on this Occaſion, 
and I thought I did not return them very ill. The 
Duke of aſk'd me very earneſtly, if he might 
be ſo happy as to be ſerviceable to me at Court? I 
framed my Anſwer upon the Story invented by &. Fal, 
and ſaid, I did not doubt but I ſhould want Ad- 
« vocates in the Affair which brought me thither ; 
* that my deceaſed Huſband had done good Ser- 
« vice, and ſpent his Fortune in it; that I aſked, as 
* a Conſideration for all this, a Penſion to maintain 
« me in a Convent, where I was reſolved to end 
„% my Days.” At the Word Convent, the old Mar- 
gue/s and the whole Company exclaimed ; they ſaid 
one and all, that they fincerely offered me their In- 


tereſt for the Succeſs of my Suit; but, on Condition 
the 
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the laſt Article ſhould not be mention'd in my Peti- 
tion but for Form ſake, adding all that young People 
could ſay on ſuch an Occafion to a Woman that is 
not frightful. I came off pretty well in this Con- 
verſation, and was lucky enough not to be examin'd 
about the Regiment in which my pretended Huſband 
had ſerved; this would have gravePd me, had it 
happen'd, as it might naturally enough. Sr. Fal 


had not inſtrutted me on that Head; *twas very ex- 


cuſable in him, and we had neither of us much Rea- 
fon to foreſee our ever being in ſuch perplexing Cir- 
cumitances. 

I was got up to take Leave of the old Marque), 
who had eyed me during the whole Time of my 
Viſit, when he came to me, and deſir'd me to ftay a 
Moment longer: May I, Madam, propoſe a little 
* Diverf.on to you? ſaid he. There is a Play to 
* Night, you have not perhaps ſcen, a Piece much 
in Vogue, called Iphigeria : I am ſure it will 
* amuſe you; the Character is tender and well 
« wrourht : It pleaſes all the World, and I make n9 
Doubt but it will have the ſame Effect with you.” 
thought I had a good Excuſe, by my being then 
in the State of Widow hood; but People in the great 
World are very apt to ſuſpect Excuſes of that ſort. 
Oh! az to that, Madam (ays the young Duke) that 
* Pretence won't paſs; beſides, the Time wlletted 
for Mourning is out: It is preſamed you are not 
known, and even ſuppoſe you were, we live in a 
Court, it is not amiſs to appear Mere, and let it 
be known how deſerving you are.“ „ That is a 
« very proper Reaſon,” added a young Peron Who 
had not yet ſpoke; „ and [ take upon me to ac- 
« quaint the World, that a Widow fo di tinguiſh'd 
% 0ucht not to be refuſed: I declare myſelt from 
4% this Moment the Sollicicor of her Peniien.” You 
ſee, Madam, (ſaid the Marga ſiniling) this al- 
lows of no Reply. I do not in the leaſt doubt but 
the Due, knowing: tim as I do, will Keep his 
Promiſe. Do not heſitate to charge him wi ich your 
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Affair, he is exceeding lucky in every thing he 
© uncertakes.” 

The Dye of flatter'd by this Diſcourſe, in 
order to give me a complcat Opinion of his Intereſt, 
loudly proteſted, that “ it in three Days my Pen- 
% ſion was not granted, if I would be directed by 
% him, he would ſubmit to any thing that ſhould 
e be impoſed on him, and never more appear in 
« my Sight; a Puruthment, in his Opinion, beyond 
all Torments.” 

The ſerious Manner in which this was ſpoke, 
made the whole Company laugh. For my Part, 
fearing leaſt a longer Scene mizht clear up who it 
was, I roſe a ſecond Time to go, repreſenting for a 
Pretence, that 'twould be indecent for me to appear 
alone at the Theatre, or conducted thither by a 
Man. I foreſaw this Objection (replied the old 
Margucſ, re placing me wich great Reſpect in my 
Chair:) you ſary me give Orders, I have ſent for 
the Lady you hve veith; | have ſent my Chair 
for her, and I doubt not but the will be here pre- 
* ſently: I know her, and am {ure ſhe will be over- 
« joved at the Honour of accompanying you.— Bu 
in caſe ſhe fails us, I'll give you an agreeable Com- 
* panion ; and thus, Madam (continued the Mar- 
aurſs) all Difficulties are removed, and every tuning 
conſpires towards your ſeeing 21 ige nia. 

What could one anſwer to ſuch preſung and polite 
Sollicitations ? -; ers are not eaſily refuſed, par- 
ticularly by Women. I recommended myiclf to God, 
and his divine Protection: I had no other Party to 
take; 'tis generally our laſt Relource, tho? it ought 
to be the firit, as the moſt ſolid and aſſured. 

* This being refolved (cned the Aſargugſi) * the 
* Queſtion is, who muſt introduce theſe Ladies to 
* the Play; for my part, (continued he) beſides that 
© ] am too old, and ſhould acquit myſelf very ill of 
« the Employment, my being in waiting prevents 
me.“ All that were preſent offer'd themſelves ; but 
the Duke of was the privileged Man, on ac- 

count 
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count of his Quality without doubt. The Margque/5 
added, that he would provide us with Places, and 
would fend to the Exempt on Guard.“ He ſaid, 
with a Smile, that he would employ Dubois as a 
* worthy Agent of his Son's, and very intelligent in 
the Service of the Ladies.” Had the Margue/5 
turn'd his Eyes towards me at that Time, he would 
have diicover'd I was affected with what he ſaid; 
but hapyi'y he did not then examine me. As for 
the Noblemen that ſurrounded me, they doubtleſs 
attributed to my Baſhfulneſs the Diſorder that ap- 
peared in wv Face; their Flattery was ſufficient to 
make it piSbable, and the little Confuſion of which 
they imagined themſelves the Authors, did not make 
againſt me. I have ſince learn'd, that a new Beauty 
was not thought odious in thoſe Parts. But enough 
of that. A Woman may be pardoned for knowing a 
great many things, but ſhe is not allowed to expa- 
tiate upon them. Diſguiſe is ſo much the Faſhion, 
People are ſcandalized the Minute we lay it aſide. 
Dubois, who had been called, appear'd with an 
Air that betray'd his Surprize, apprehending a ſe- 
vere Reprimand, but he recovered at the Orders he 
received; he hearken'd to the Margucſi with a Share 
of Aſtoniſhment, and made him repeat the Meſſage 
twice over, he was ſo frighten'd. Notwithſtanding 
the Agitation I was in, I could not help ſmiling to 
| myſelf at his Perplexity. The Arrival of Madame de 
Geneval, in whoſe Looks I could read a ſecret Joy, 
help'd to keep me in Countenance ; for altho' I was 
fAattered with being made tor the World, I was not 
in my proper Element; the Comfort I had for my 
Want of Experience was, that my Friend ſeemed 
more at a Loſs than I: for a Woman that piqued 
herſelf on knowing the Court, I did not find her 
Behaviour ſuitable to the Company ſhe was in. That 
Volubility of Speech, I had obſerved in her, made 
me think at firſt that ſhe alone would be a Match for 
the whole Company ; but I have found from Ex- 


perience, that many of thoſe who appear to have the 
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moſt Wit among People of their own Sphere, are 
the moſt rn. when among their Betters. Ma- 
dame de Gen:wal continually loſt the Thread of her 
Diſcourſe : She Lerdſbip'd every one who did her the 
Honour to addreſs themſelves to her; like a Tennis- 
Ball cn a Racket, in the eaſy Chair plac'd for her, 
ſhe uv a: no ſooner fat down in it, but at each Word 
ſpake to her ſhe bounded up, and a Courteſy en- 
ſued, I could not forbear ſmiling ſeveral Times at 
this evc. five good Breeding ; but I thought I ſhould 
have laugh'd out when one of the Company expreſs'd 
ſome Gollantry on the Subject of her Beauty; this 
Fla:tery ſoſtened her Looks into a ſtudied Smile of 
Sweetueſs, deſign'd to convince how very ſenſible 
ſhe was of the Favour; and her Body, as it it had 
been upon Springs at the ſame Inſtant, by a Motion 
that kept Time with her Head and Shoulders, put 
her Neck on the Rack to hold itſelf higher. 

This is a ſmall Sketch of what Self-Love can do, 
and at the ſame Time a Sample of our Charity. 
We Women ſhew each other no Mercy, and to con- 
clude this Article with a Proof of my Sincerity, I 
mutt own, rcthing in theſe Memoirs has given me 
ſo much Pleaſure as this little Piece of Satire. Where 
is the Harm in confeſſing the Truth? I wiſh others 
may not be guilty of the ſame Fault. Upon Re- 
flexion I was inclined to ſuppreſs this Paſſage, but 
then my Motive was Pride, fo that, all conſider'd, 
I leave Things as they are. | 

In the mean Time, the Attention with which the 
old Margque/s examin'd me, renew'd my former 
Frights, and made me judge he was contriving ſome- 
thing that regarded me. This brought to my Mind 
what he had ſaid as he went out of my Cham- 
ber, when I feign'd to continue in my fainting Fit, 
which I before mention'd, that he had Means of 
d:iJcryering who I was. But what chiefly terrified 
me, was his remaining filent as to what had then 
paſſed ; and when I compared his Politeneſs with his 
Reſervedneſs, after taking ſo much Pains to find me 
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aut, I could not help concluding from his ſeemin 
Tranquility, that he a&ed the Politician, and ha 
ſecret Motives for his Behaviour. 

Prepoſſeſs'd with theſe Reflexions, I repented my 
Facility in accepting of the Party of Pleaſure pro- 
pos'd ; was not it poſſible that a hundred Inconve- 
niences might enſue? I apprehended them; my 
Lover might come ; what would have beenthe Con- 
ſequence? would not our mutual Confuſion have 
betray'd me, or given room for former Suſpicions ? 
A Croud of ſuch like Apprehenſions ſeiz'd my Mind 
at once, I grew pale, and the Duke of , who 
was near, and miſs'd no Opportunity of ſaying ſoft 
Things to me, was not the laſt in perceiving it: 
* You change Colour, Madame, (ſaid he) are you 
out of Order? you {cem to be fainting.” I ex- 
cus'd myſelf in the beſt Manner I could, and I at- 
tributed the Alteration he obſerv'd to a new Pair of 
Stays. The old Marques, who heard my Anſwer, 
which was natural enough to gain Credit, came to 
me, and in an obliging Manner beg'd me to think 
myſelf at Home, and thereupon called for a Dram, 
which he aſſured me was exquiſite for comforting 
the Heart. 

Gene val, who judg'd ſhe ought to ſhare in the Aſ- 
ſiſtance given me, offer'd to unlace me; all the young 
Sparks applauded this Motion, and drew about me 
with Eves that betray'd their Motive. I reſuſed to 
ſuffer 1t with a Bluſh, which at the ſame Time made 
me appear to be better, although it was in reality 
the Effects of common Modeſty ; but my Reſolution 
determin'd it, and they deſiſted. So true it is, that 
Men are no farther enterprizing than they are en- 
courag'd. 

The Dram being come, the old Margucſi preſent- 
ed it himfelf : I thought proper to take ſome out of 
Policy. In Effect it recovered me, and I found 
my ſelf perfectly well as uſual : but are all the Cor- 
dials in the World capable of curing an unquiet 
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Dubois, who had been to beſpeak Places from the 
Margque/s, return'd, and gave an Account of his Com- 
miſſion: He brought Word that the Exempt order'd 
two to be kept for us; but that he defir'd us at the 
{ame Time to come early, on account of the Num- 
ber of People he was to provide with Places. Up- 
on this the Margucſi preſented me his Hand, and 
led me to his Chair; the Duke of walked 
on one Side of me, and Madame de Gencwal, to whom 
a Count gave his Hand, follow'd. We went very 
flow : the old Marque/5 ſaid to me ſoftly, © You will 
make many Conqueſts, Madam, I am ſure ; but 
however flattering they may be, you triumph over 
« a Heart, which places your Charms in the ſtrongeſt 
Light.“ „I expected, my Lord, (replied I) 
«© theſe Compliments, not becauſe I merit them, but 
„as they naturally come from a Perſon of your 
„Turn; with this Diſpoſition I hear them without 
« the leaſt Vanity on my Side.“ Would to God, 
(ſaid the Marque/5, with a Look far from ſuitable to 
his Years) that all the Vows addreſs'd to you make 
no greater Impreſſion ! but with ſo many Charms 
it is not poſſible but you muſt have a compaſſionate 
Heart; tis a Point I beg Leave to diſcuſs with you 
after the Play; I have a great deal to ſay to you 
upon the Subject, and muſt own you make me un- 
eaſy on more Accaunts than one.” 

The Diſcourſe broke off there, and I was not 2 
little perplex'd ; we were at the Door of his Apart- 
ment, which put an End to it. I got into the Chair 
that was deſign'd for me, it was the young Mar- 
gue/s's, as I ſoon learn'd, and as it was the finett, 
they aſſign'd it to me. Madame de Gene val went in- 
to that of the Father, which was ornamented in 2 
manner agreeable to his Age: ſhe ſeem'd ſo tranſ- 
ported with the Honours ſhewn her, which ſhe un- 
doubtedly thought due to her Merit, that the could 
neither ſee nor hear, nor was ſenſible of any Thing 
but her own dear Self. Whilſt we are in the Arms 
of Self-Love, we have very little Regard for any 
Thing elſe. 

We were ſcarce got out of Sight, but Dubois ap- 
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proach'd my Chair: In the Name of God, (faid 
I to him as ſoon as I ſaw him) « tell me where your 
| «© Maſter is, and how I may extricate myſelf from 
; £ all the Difficulties I ſee round me., Faith, Ma- 
a 0 demoiſelle, (replied he) I know not what to ſay to 
it: I am fo aftoni{h'd, that I cannot imagine how 

* theſe bebo. could happen, or why you ſhould 
throw yourſelf into the Toils of our crafty Maſter.” 
Here I interrupted Dubois, and I told him by what 
Accident 1t came to paſs: He heard my Story out, 

oy 2nd agreed, that after meeting with the old Margque/s 
at Maſs, my Behaviour was natural enough, and 
that neither himſelf nor I could prevent Accidents. 
Upon this he told me, that both my Lover and 

© St. Fal were at Paris; that it was impoſſible for 
the former to acquaint me that his Father did not 
come there, he not having changed his Reſolution 
till a Moment before his Son's Departure; and that 
Ferſan, his Gentleman, a Perſon entirely attach'd 
to the Father, accompanied him in the Journey, 
and that he durſt atteiapt nothing, neither to write 
to me, nor any other Step, fearing he ſhould be 
examin'd, which would infallibly have happen'd.” 
Dubois and I both concluded from all theſe Pre- 
cautions, that the old Margue/s knew me better than 

I thought for, or atleaft had a Suſpicion of me, and 

that the Journey was one of his Stratagems to clear 

nz up the Myſtery. « But, good God, (cried I, fear- 
| ing what might happen) „dear Dubois, what Me- 
„ thod can I take? Could you not, when I come 
5 << from the Play, get me a Poſt-Chaiſe to make my 
i 80 Eicape i By no Means (replied this truſty Ser- 
vant) you may eaſily think, that if our Conjectures 

are well grounded, as there is no Room to doubt, 

| © there are Perſons who watch you. Heaven keep 
us from any Attempt of that Sort! I have thought 

| © of a Contrivance which will have a much better 

t Effect. — The Minute he was going to tell it me, 
| we found ourſelves at the Play-Houſe Door ; A Num- 
ber of Chairs and a great Crowd interrupted our 
Converſation. Dubois quitted me, ſaying, * Be eaſy 

and cautious of what you ſay to the old Margue/s ; 

« dilſemble, 
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« diſſemble, and don't trouble yourſelf about the reſt, 

I am going to Paris,” He added ſomething more 
as he retir'd ; but the Dake ot. who was got 
into the Play-Houſe by the Stage Door, and was 
ready to receive me, hinder'd my hearing it: A 
cruel Diſappointment ; my Lover was in Queſtion, 
and that is generally a very intereſting Article. 

I had no Room to doubt, ſome Moments after I 
was placed, but that the young Duke was the Per- 
ſon who at the firſt Sight had been ſo complaiſant as 
to be dazzled with my youthful Charms ; he told 
me as much, as likewiſe the Viſit he had made me, 
and renewed his Acquaintance with Madame de Ge- 
neval, to whom he was very courteous, ſecretly 
aiming, no doubt, to get her of his Side, in order 
to have Acceſs to me, or to oblige me, believing 
her more agreeable to me than ſhe really was. 

Whiltt he was making his Court, my Eycs ran 
over the Objects that ſurrounded me; the Proſpect 
was enchanting, and the Impreſſion it made was ſo 
great, that it took up my Mind, and baniſh'd all my 
Cares. Such is the Way of Thinking with us Woe 
men, new Objects ſeize, engage, and make us vary: 
the mot fold and faithful ot us all, is ſhe, that re- 
turns oſteneſt to the favourite Object. 

This Sight humbled my Vanity; till that Time 
T look'd on myſelf as the compleateſt and prettieſt 
Woman in the World; I could not help flattering 
myſelf that I had but few Equals; however, I re» 
covered with a Sigh from theſe two Errors. The 
firſt Thing that ſtruc! me, as I caſt my Eyes towards 


the Boxes, was the Magnificence and Taſte which 


ſhined there; I then tu rned my Eyes on myſelf, in 
order to has a Parallel betwixt thoſe Ladies and 
me: What Diſparity! Befides my Beauty, I thought 
I had a natural Air, but I diſcovered a Stiffneſs in 
myvlelt ; there, if Art fu: plied the Place of Beauty, 
their eat y Behaviour gave it ſuch Charms, that I d:d 
not know myſelf. Though I difapprov'd of the Red 
with which their Faces were vermillion'd, I ſecre: Ay 
own'd it wis of great Advawage; and J inſtantly 
called to mind my having on a certain Tune made 
B 2 Trial 
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Trial of it myſelf, and the Aſtoniſſiment it occaſion'd 
at my being ſo different from what I was before. I 
judg'd from thence, that *twas no great Crime to in- 
dulge ſuch harmleſs Satisfactions, and that if one's 
Happineſs conſiſts in being ſatisfied with one's ſelf, 
it is not ſurprizing that People give into Practices 
which procure it. 

The Duke of- , who had finiſh'd his poli- 
tick Converſation with Madame de Geneval, came 
back to me, and interrupted my Reflections by his 
foft Expreſſions : but ſeeing me conſider very atten- 
tively a mighty pretty Woman, he aſk'd my Senti- 
ments of her: “I think her very charming (ſaid 1) 
„her chearful Countenance pleaſes me beyond Ex- 
«« preſſion.” © I am infinitely taken (replied he) © with 
this frank and natural Deciſion ; there are few Wo- 
men who do Juſtice to their own Sex, particularly 
© when Beauty decides in their Favour. She we talk 
of, reſembles you in this Reſpect; her Turn ot 
5 
4 


Mind is excellent, and her Hiſtory very remark- 

able: If I thought the King would give me Time 
enough, I would relate it to you, and I am per- 
ſuaded you would thank me.“ Having always had 
a ſtrong Inclination for ſecret Hiſtory, my Anſwer 
was, „He would do me a ſenſible Pleaſure.” He 
was juſt beginning, but that Inſtant every Body ri- 
ſing up, inform'd us of the King's Coming. The 
Duke being obliged to do like the reſt, he faid, 
That if I 3 favour him ſo far, he would Wait 
on me to give this Account. and hoped to have 
« that Honour the next Day.” 

I ſcarce heard theſe Words ; I was taken up with 
the King's Preſence to ſuch a Degree, that I remain- 
ed the only one ſtanding, although every Body was 
ſeated, which made me taken Notice of with ſome 
Smiles ; even the Name cf Country Gentlewoman 
reach'd my Ears, and I took my Seat with a Bluth, 
which puniſh'd me more Ways than one, for the 
little Uneaſineſs my Vanity had cauſed. As great a 
Pleaſure as it is to be new, one hates to ſhew it by 
any Thing in our Behaviour. 

J had never ſeep a Play, fo that 'tis eaſily to be 
1magin'd 
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imagin'd how attentive I was; I even melted into 
Tears, and was more /phigenia than Iphigenia her- 
ſelf. Whatever bears a Reſemblance to the Senti- 
ments of one's Heart, and affects it, cauſes Emo- 
tions, and recalls the Object of one's Affections. 1 
found myſelt moved, thoughtful, anxious; the Idea 
of the Marqueſs made deep Impreſſions in thoſe Paſ- 
ſages where the Lover complain'd of the Rigour of 
his Deſtiny ; methought he deſerv'd a milder Lot; 
in one Word, I was taken ill, I could ſcarce fetch 
my Breath. The Duke, more inur'd, or lets attew- 
tive, could not help ſmiling at the Sincerity of my 
Sorrow : * How happy is that Lover (ſays he to me 
in another of the Acts) in thaſe precious Tears he 
* cauſes you to ſhed! but a thouſand Times more 
* fortunate will he be, who ſhall pleaſe on a more 
real Occaſion.” Good God, my Lord, (replied 
I, aſham'd of my Tears, which I ſtrove in vain to 
hide) © you are very cruel to be diverted with my 
% Tenderneſs ; great Reſolution is requiſite to reſiſt 
« the Motions of the Soul, and you plainly ſhow 
« thereby your own Inſenſibility.“ Ah! what do 
* you fay, Madam? (replied he) * and upon what 
do you ground that Suſpicion ?? . Why, is it not 
tc evident? (faid I, vexed to have given Room for 
this Diſcourſe) © I am not the only one who ſeem 
« to be touch'd at this fine Scene: My Tears are 
« excuſable ; but you, my Lord, who very far from 
« being mov'd, ſeem to brave Compaſſion, don't 
« you diſcover that 'tis none of your favourite Wir 
«« tue, and that you was born with a hard Heart!“ 
Much leſs than you imagine (return'd the Duke) 
« witneſs thoſe fine Eyes of yours in my Behalf; I 
can eaſily confute your Reproach, ſince all that be- 
longs not to you, at preſent is indifferent to me. 
Yes, charming Creature, if phigenra ſhould be a 
hundred Times more charming and lovely, ſhe could 
never make any Impreſſion on my Sentiments : 
You reign alone without a Rival, and I think no- 
thing lovely beſides yourſelf.” 
This Declaration appear'd fo lively and open, that 
I thought proper to be ſilent: The Play enabled me 
| B 3 the 
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the better to obſerve this Conduct; it engaged me 
ſo cloſely, that I ſoon forgot what had paſs'd : I 
intereſted myſelf more and more in the Diſtreſſes of 
the Heroine, and it was over when I expected ano- 
ther Act would follow; ſo deep and tender Effect it 
had on me. 

The Duke of „ho ſeem'd enamoured with 
my fender Charms, would have reſumed the Diſ- 
courſe : 1 began to be at a Loss in anſwering him, 
ror did I well know on what Pitch to frame my 
Diſcourſe. When ore has given one's ſelf out for 
Scmebody, and yet thro” a Sincerity of Heart diſ- 
dains to aſſume a haughty Air, that Face of Braſs is 

anting which Impoſtors eafily attain. If I had 
really been the Counts/s des Reches, 1 ſhould have 
known very well how to banter the Dube on his be- 
ing fo ſweet; but when I reflected upon what I was, 
by taking upon me, | ran a Riſk of b*ing one Day 
or other ridicul'd for my Nn Fation; I tound myſelf 
under an Incertitude, which laid Reſtraint on my 
very Zxpreſtions., 

tavpily the King's Preſence occaſion'd ſuch an 
Awe, that my Praiſes were uttered ſo low, that they 
could not be overheard; nevertheleſs, I ſhould have 
been obliged either out of good Manners, or Vani- 
ty to return an Anſwer; but an Accident, which I 
little expected, eas'd me of my Fears; an Exempt 
(whom 1 knee to be ſuch by h15 Staff) advanced to- 
wards the Duc, and told him the King commanded 
him to his Box: he immediately roſe, and appear'd 
concern'd at this ill- timed Order; at leaſt his Looks 
ſigniſied as much. I tarned my Eves towards the 
King, he ſeem'd to conſider me, this threw me into 
a freſh Perplexity. 

How weak we Women are! How juſtly do they 
tax us with Self Love! How many Conjectures did 


I draw from this Regard ! Had 1 ſtrictly examin'd 


myſelf, I might have diſcover'd a Belief that the 
Monarch thought me handſome, and that the Meſ- 
ſage related to me. But this Vanity was ſoon pu- 
niſh'd, the Duke preſently return'd ; *tis true, he f. 1 

ter d me with a Compliment upon the Enquiry th 
Prince 
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Prince made after me; but upon the whole I found 
I was but the ſecond Cauſe of the King's enquiring 
who I was; he had ſeen the Dake talking earneftly 
to me, I was handſome and well dreſs'd, but un- 
known to him, and he had a Mind to know who I] 
was; that is the Matter of Fact; and all Things 
coniider'd, I found there was no Grounds for my 
firit Thoughts: However, I was contented with the 
Reverſe of Self-Love, and not ſorry to have been 
miſtaken. 

The Play was over, and they were going to be- 
gin the Entertainment, when the old Margue/s ap- 
pear'd at the Box joining to the Place where I was: 
he bowed, and aſc'd me if I had been diverted ? 
Altho' I anſwer'd properly enough to this Queſtion, 
Part of the Company turned their Eyes upon me, 
either on Account of my Pronunciation, or Perſon. 
I ttood it however, as well as all the polite Things 
the young Dude perſiſted to ſay to me; I won't dit- 
guiſe the Truth, I have ſaid it before. and as a far- 
ther Proof, I own ſincerely, that tho” this Diſcourſe 
cauſed no Emotions in my Heart, at leaſt I heark- 
ened to it with Pleaſure. The wiſeſt of us all are 
not inſenſible to Flattery, when accompanied with 
Taſte and Delicacy. 

i was then in a Sort of State, ſcarce perceptible, 
and harder to be deſcrib'd ; my Eyes involuntarily 
turned upon the Dale who was talking to me, when 
looking off him, I ſaw the young Margue/s leaning 
warde us, who ſeem'd to overheat us; he raiſed 
himſelf up as ſoon as I ſaw him, and look'd ano- 
ther Way: I was fo ſtruck at his unexpected Ap- 
pearance, and fo ſenſible of the Scorn which I thought 
he exprefled, that I chang'd Colour and found my- 
ſelf ill. My new Admirer, who perceived it, haſtily 
aſk'd me what was the Matter? I am ſubject (re- 
„ plied I) to Giddinefs, this is a Fit of it, and if I 
© remain. any longer here I ſhall faint away.” All 
Which I told him to get out, not knowing any longer 
what Countenance to put on. 


The Dude of ſeem'd diſturbed at this. It 
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betore he does, when it occafions any Stir. How- 
ever, the Duke found me ſo much altered, that he 
thought fit to venture; he made Signs to the Exempr 
who had ſeated me, and when he was near enough 
do be heard, in a low Voice he told him I was ill, 
and to give a greater Weight to the Defire he had 
of ſerving me, he added, that there were Reaſons 
tor it. This made me bluſh, and 1 heard People 
tals round me, which augmented my Confuſion : 
However, the Exempr preſented me his Hand, and 
1 went out follow'd by Genc val, who murmured 
greatly at my frequent Indiſpoſitions, and who was 
much mortified not to fee the Entertainment: For 
notwithſtanding her Pride, and her valuing herſelf 
upon being ſo well at Court, it was the firſt Play ſhe 
had ſeen, as her Huſband very imprudently told me, 
and perhaps if it had not been for me, ſhe might 
not have had this Honour ſo ſoon. But let us come 
to ſomething more intereſting. 

I was no ſooner in the Chair, but was overjoy'd 
at being out of the Houſe. I ſhould infallibly have 
made a fine Piece of Work on't, which might per- 
my have become Publick, and forwarded what was 
to happen. 

Let any one imagine my Trouble and Confuſion, 
aflectionate and tender as I was. What Innocence 
on my Side! and how many Motives of Suſpicion 
for the Margue/s / He finds me at the Play, I appear 
to be engaged with a very handſome young Gentle- 
man, and attentive to his Diſcourſe : No fooner do 
J diſcover him, but am out of Countenance; I do 
more, I go out, and fo ſeem to avoid him. All 
theſe Things, united to the Uneaſineſs arifing from 
what % Beis had undoubtedly told him, could not 
ſuffer him to be very eaſy, particularly after the 
Proofs he had already given of his Jealouly. 

I intended, when at Home, to ſhut myſelf up and 
write; but how much was my Anxiety encreaſed, 
when the young Duke of met me coming out 
of my Chair! He had followed me in his, and of- 
fered. his Hand with an Air of Concern for my In- 
diſpoſition, which very happily was viſible 5 my 
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Face; I made Uſe of this Pretext to get rid of him, 
by ſaying I found myſelf oppreſs'd, and was going 
to Bed. He approved of my Reſolution, and of- 
fered to ſend an eminent Phyſician to my Relief ; I 
thank'd him for his obliging Offers, and when 1 
was come to my Apartment 1 retired, aſſuring me 
he would have the Honour of waiting on me the 
next Day, and in the mean Time he would inform 
himſelf punctually of my Health. 

I thought I was going to be at Quiet, but I had 
Madame de GenewvaPs Officiouſneſs to endure ſtill ; the 
Honour and Diſtinction I had procured her, rendered 
her polite, politickly hoping, that if we remain- 
ed good Friends ſhe ſhould hereafter enjoy the 
ſame Prerogatives. I was obliged, in Civility, to 
wait till ſhe pleaſed to quit me, which ſhe did as ſoon 
as I was in Bed. 

I ordered my Aunt, in her Preſence, to lock my 
Doors, and let who will come, to tell them I was in 
Bed, in order not to be diſturb'd in my Reflections, 
principally on the Incidents of that Day. 

I began with Tears, which gave me Relief. In 
effect, could there be a more cruel Caſe than mine? 
Had I one happy Moment, from the Time I firſt 
knew myſelf? One Accident had follow'd another, 1 
had not one Moment's Reſt. What could I hope 
from what was to come? What Incidents ſeem'd 
ready to create new Troubles! The Uneaſineſs of 
the old Margue/s about me; his Son's Love and Jea- 
louſy; the Duke of Sentunents, who had no 
{ſooner conceiv'd, than declared them; would not 
all this draw on Conſequences ? Could I expect any 
thing elle ? 

I was only entering into a Detail of ſo many Per- 
plexities, in order to take proper Meaſures, when 
my Aunt came into my Room: Madam (ſays ſhe) 
here's a Nobleman deſires in the handſomeſt Man- 
ner to fee you. © Did not I tell you (ſaid J. 
with an Air I had much ado to ſuſtain) “ that I 
„would ſee nobody?“ I remember it very well 
(replied the good Creature;) © but the Perſon of 
* whom I ſpeak ſays he mult neceſſarily ſpeak with 
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you, and has Things of Conſequence to communi- 
* cate to you.“ Do as I bid you, (continued I, in 
a Tone to be obey'd, thinking it might be the Duke, 
or the old Marqueſs; ) © fail at your Peril.” 

After my Aunt was gone, I roſe, and to avoid all 
Surprize, conſidering her Simplicity, I drew the 
Bolts, and then I wrote the Marques a Letter, in 
which I ingenuouſly gave him an Account of all that 
had paſſed. I foreſaw the Uneaſineſs he would have 
on account of my Converſation with the Duke at the 
Comedy; I mentioned my Apprehenſions in relation 
to his Father, and beg'd him, in order to obviate 
what might happen, to change my Abode, and even 
the Town, if it could be done. 

I was much eaſier after relieving myſelf of the 
Burthen which weigh'd me down ; it was after Mid- 
night before my Letter was ſealed, and there was no 
likelihood of getting it delivered then; it was of ſo 
much Conſequence, I was determined to truſt no- 
body with it, but Sr. Fal or du Bois; the latter had 
promiſed to call the next Day, and I formed my Re- 
ſolution accordingly. One is no ſooner at Eaſe in 
one Reſpect, but one wants to be ſo in another; I 
was extreamly ſolicitous to know who came to ſee 
me, when Barbara brought me Word of the Viſit I 
refuſed. Having then my Wits more about me, I 
began to refle& on this Affair, and I found I was in 
the Wrong to imagine the Dake of would come 
again, *was ſo lately that he left me, when my 
Aunt came with the Meſſage: it was not likely it 
ſhould be him, eſpecially knowing I was going to 
Bed; he ſcem'd to have more Reſpect for me, than 
to commit ſuch an Indecence : I turn'd my Conjec- 
turcs another Way, and as I could not but fix them 
upon the old Margue/s, I found them alſo as ill- 
grounded on many Accounts, unnecetſary to be 
mentioned. But it was not the ſame as to his Son; 
he lov'd me, had many Reafons for defiring to ſpeak 
to me; had not his Jealouſy been one, it was very 
natural for him, ſeeing me go out, on account of be- 
ing indiſpoſed, to fly to my Houſe with Concern, 
and learn the Occaſion of it, as well as feveral © Rag 
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that might regard him. I had no ſooner rais'd this 
Doubt, but was deſirous to clear it up; I rung the 
Bell, and according to the Deſcription my Aunt gave 
of the Gentleman ſhe had ſent away, I found my 
Suſpicion too well-grounded. 

Had ] foreſeen that my Obſtinacy in not hearing 
my Aunt, would occaſion the cruel Conſequences it 
did, I ſhould then have regretted the giving Room 
for em. But can one foreſee every thing when in 
Perplexity ? So far from repenting, I thought my 
Lover would paſs a favourable Judgment on his 
Diſappointment in not ſeeing me, and would not 
condemn me in his Heart. But were Men born to 
be juſt ? Pardon me, oh beſt of Huſbands, the In- 
Juſtice of this Apoſtrophe / I retract it, my ſincere 
Love has long ſince excepted you from the Number 
of thoſe I mean. 

I paſs'd the Night in great Anxiety, and I waked 
early, hoping du Bois would come, and carry my 
Letter to the Marguęſi. I was juſt up when my Aunt 
inform'd me of a Viſit, and aſked, if ſhe was to de- 
ny me as the did the Day before? I bid her ſhow 
up, in Hopes it was the Man JI wanted; but inſtead 
of du Bois, a Gentleman of Figure appeared, who 
named himfelt immediately Melicourt, Lover to that 
dear Friend; he came from the Monaltery where 
Madame de G had ſheiter'd me.. How trou- 
bled ſoever I might be in Mind, out of Reſpect for 
my Friend, I receiv'd the Gentleman With great 
Politeneſs, and earneſt'y aſk'd after his Millreſs ; he 
delivered me a Letter from her, telling me, thar as 
ſoon as I had read it, he would fully ſatisfy my Cu- 
riofity. I open'd it, and read as toilows : 


Send you, my dear Friend, the happy News have 
received from NM. de Melicourt, who arvilt have 
2 Honour to delicer you this Letter : I call it happr, + 
b:carſe tt will Hertiy perhaps procure ane the charming 

Pleajure of ſe 3 acing you, and renewing our render 
Friend(s iþ. 1 am much obliged to him fer complying, 2 
readily « weirh the Drfire I had, that you fhould be in- 
forin'd by him of the goed ESt wwnich folleaved from 
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your kind Offices; all aue want is an additional Intereſt, 
to terminate our Affairs. I do not doubt but you'll em- 
Plex the Marqueſs of L. V. to preſs my Diſcharge from: 
the Monaſtery. I confe/s it awill be ſo much the more 
agreeable, as it will bring me nearer you, a Happine/5 
1 am ambitious of beyond what I can expreſs. 

Our mutual Friend, the diſcreet Lindamine, charged 
me to tell you, that you are ever in her Thoughts ; 45 
you think I yield to her in the leaft, as to Vivacity of 
ventiments ? 


Saint AGNES, 


T was charm'd with this Letter, and the Hopes it 
gave me of my Friend's Affairs drawing to a Conclu- 
ion. I turned to her Lover, and beg'd him to com- 
pleat my Joy, by informing me what had been done, 
and why I had been fo long without hearing from 
her. * Alas! Madam (replied he with a Sigh) the 
lovely Minette would never have heard more of me 
but for the Letters you forwarded, by which I at 
length learn'd where ſhe was; 'tis to her, tis to 
vou I owe the Happineſs of having found her out. 
thought her loſt for ever, and I was very far from 
perſuading myſelf of the Poſſibility of any ſuch 
Thing, which I thought ſo diſtant. You yourſelf 
ſhall judge, by what happen'd to me fince the fa- 
tal Day, when the Artifice and Credit of her un- 
juſt Father found Means to ſeparate us. 
© You know, Mademoiſelle (continued Melicourt ) 
in what a cruel Manner I was ſnatch'd from the 
Embraces of fo beloved a Wife. Had my Strength 
equall'd my Rage, I ſhould have freed myſelf from 
the Hands of thoſe cruel People who oppos'd the 
Relief I would have given her: but I was obliged 
to yield to Numbers, and it was not witaout a 
thouſand Efforts that they at laſt ſezz'd me: How- 
ever, notwithſtanding the Trouble my Reſiſtance 
gave them, and my furious Tranſports, they be- 
haved with Reſpect to me; they had Orders un- 
doubtedly to uſe me well. The Officer who com- 
manded the Party, knowing the deep Concern un- 
der which I labour'd, feem'd to ſhare in it, and. 
« endea- 
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endeavour'd to pacify me by repeated Aſſurances, 
that my Confinement would be ſhort ; that he knew 
the Affair did not regard the State, but was en- 
tirely owing to the Intereſt of a Family; in all 
Appearance theſe Differences would neither be of 
any long Continuance, nor have any farther Con- 
iequences. Inſtead of anſwering, I held my Tongue; 
© my Grief was mute, and continued in that Diſ- 
« poſition during the four Days of my Journey; I 
« would hear no Reaſon. 
When I arrived at Y. , they conducted me to 
the Town-Priion; the next Day the Governor 
a came to ſce me, and aflured me if I behaved well 
| * I ſhould not be confined eight Days. I aſk'd him 
what was expected from me? To join, ſaid he, in 
ſetting aſide your Marriage: You may imagine, in 
« ſpite of all your Efforts, it will be ſo neither more, 
nor leſs, for it muſt end there, the Methods you 
* employ'd being unwarrantable : Shall I acquaint 
* you what mult be the Conſequences of your Re- 
fuſal? A long and ruinous Suit between your Fa- 
« milies. Is it not much better prudently to conſent 
to what you cannot avoid, than to give your Ad- 
verſary a Handle to oppreſs you, and keep vou 
here during Pleaſure ? Prudence requires of us to 
© yield to Occurrences; and he is truly wiſe, who 
knows how to ſuit his Conduct to the Caprices of 
Fortune. 

Such was the Governor's Diſcourſe, as often ” 
© he came to ſee me, but without any Effect: I aſ- 
* ſured him of my Conſtancy and Reſolution, with 
« a Proteſtation that I defied Mon/icur de from 
the Hopes I had of being protected by the King's 
* Juſtice, and his Deciſion in my Favour ; that in 
* the mean Time I would oppoſe Patience to the Per- 
ſecutions prepar'd for me. 

The Governor, who was undoubtedly an inti- 
mate Friend of Monſieur de , and who had been 
pitch'd upon in order to intimidate me, ſeem'd 
much diſſatisfied with my Steadineſs ; however, he 
behav'd like a Gentleman, and, barring my Con- 
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finement, I was treated with great Indulgence ; but 
he had his Views, as I have plainly diſcover'd. 
He came every eight Days, and after ſome Time 
he ceaſed to talk of r my Affairs, not to provoke me; 
my Fear of putting him upon the Chapter of diſ- 
ſolving my Marriage, reſtrain'd my Curioſity, and 
hinder'd my aſking any Queſtions. 

In the mean time, the Uneaſineſs I ſuffer'd on 
account of my charming Minette, tormented me 
Night and Day to the laſt Degree; there was not 
a Moment I did not lament her Abſence, and ſeek 
Means of obtaining my Liberty; but I was ſo ſe- 
cured, that there was no Hopes of effeRing 1t. 


After having loſt theſe endearing Hopes, I em- 


8. d my ſelf in endeav ouring to inform my Father 


of the Place of my Confinement, that he might 
exert his Power for my Delivery; this ſeemed leſs 
difficult than making my Eſcape. The Turn-Key 
who attended me, and whom I had been a lon 
Time gaining * little Gratifications, and formal 
Promiſes of making his Fortune upon obtaining 
my Liberty, if he would come into my Meaſures, 
appear'd ft for my Purpoſe; I flatter'd myſelf the 
more, becauſe he ſeem'd compaſſionate, and would 
ſomctimes of his own Accord bewail his being en- 
gazed in an Employment, to which he had, he 
faid, ſuch a Repugnance and Antipathy. This 
Confidence ſeem'd to me a good Omen, and when 
I imagin'd I had wrought him to that Pitch of 
Compaſſion I deiir'd, 1 open'd myſelf one Day to 
him, and propoſed to him, under Promiſe of a 
ood Reward, to deliver a Letter | hal wrote to 
my Father. He ſeem'd firuck at the Propoſition, 
and exprefs'4 his Diſlike of it, by repreſenting the 
Puntſhments afign'd for thoſe who betray'd their 
Truſt on the like Occatons ; to enforce which, he 
cited ſeveral Examples, the very Rehearſal of which 
was really ſhocking ; and he did it fo pathetically 
in his Way, that h ſeerr” much terrified, I found 
him fo averſe tht. firit Time, that I did not preſs 
him any farther ; I thought it beſt to wait another 
Day to ſpeak again, and prepare him by Deppe ; 
us 
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thus he inſenfibly accuſtom'd himſelf to my Pro- 
poſals. 

It happen'd as I gueſs'd, the Turn-Key yielded 
at laſt, and charg'd himſelf with my Pacquet, pro- 
miſing it ſhould be deliver'd as directed, and that 


I ſhould have an Anſwer. Theſe fair Hopes gave 


ſome Truce to my Pain, and I waited impatiently 
the Iſſue. The Time ſcem'd inſupportably long, 
and there were now fifteen whole Days paſt away 
without hearing one Word ; he exhorted me to have 
Patience, aſſuring it would not be long before I was 
ſatisfied. As a Proof that I ought not to be uneaſy, 
the Turn-Key inform'd me how he had contriv'd 
to be certain of the Pacquet's being deliver'd, with- 
out running any Riſk ; he had {ent his Brother, as 
he aſſured me, who was to deliver my Letter him- 
ſelf, and bring back an Anſwer. This ſeem'd fo 
feaſible, that I applauded it, and eafily believed all 
he ſaid on the Subject. 

] had wrote a Letter to my dear Muctte, wherein 
I aſſured ker of being for ever conſtant. As I was 
ignorant what became of her, I defir'd my Father 
to get this Letter deliver'd wherever ſhe was, and 
to ſend her Anſwer. I was prepared on every Side, 
and made no doubt but that I had taken care to be 
ſerv'd according to my Wiſhes, A Priſoner has 
Time to think of every Thing. 

© One Nicat being more impatient than ever, and 
lamenting hitterly that 1 had no News, I heard an 
unuſual I\cife of Bolts, which furpriz'd me. I was 
alone in my Tower : It could be only to me they 
came, and, unleſs it were ſomething very preſſing, 
it was not chen an Hour for any body to viſit me; 
in fine, it was my Turn-Key. Joy in his Counte- 
nance promi-'d good \ews, and immediately rais'd 
my Spirit,; nothing but I idings of my Letters or 


my Liberty, that could occaſion his Viſit, or his 


Looks. I eagerly aſted him, what I was to ex- 
pect ? See, ſaid he, delivering me a Pacquet of 
Letters, to what Danger I have expoſed myſelf! 


I fav no more, Adieu, I tremble, my Fidelity muſt 


not be lulpected ; my Brother is but juſt arriv'd, 


aud 
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and notwithſtanding the Danger in coming at this 
Time, I could not withſtand the Pleaſure of eaſing 
your Concern, and affording you a good Night. 

thought this Regard of his ſo kind, that in order 
to give him an early Inſtance of my Acknowledge- 
ment, I drew a ſmall Diamond from my Finger, 
and made him a Preſent of it, with Aſſurances that 
I would not ſtop there. The 'Turn-Key went away 
well ſatisfied ; but I was certainly more ſo at that 
Time than he. 

* I was no ſooner alone, but I open'd my Pacquet 
in great Haſte : it contain'd two Letters; the firſt 
was from my Father, the other from my Wite. I 
found my Father's Hand ſomewhat different from 
what it uſed to be, but I took very little Notice of 
it; as for the ſecond, ſign'd Minette, I thought of 
nothing but the Pleaſure I enjoy'd ; it was the firſt 
I ever received from her, and only delay'd by kiſſ- 

ing a thouſand Times, the Teſtimony I expected of 
her Love. However eager I might be to know the 
Reaſons of my Confinement, Love prevail'd over 
Curioſity. Here is Minette's Letter. 
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1 T hought T could not refuſe, Sir, an Anſaver to 
your Letter; I am forry for what you fuer 
upon my Account I adviſe you to contribute to your 
Enlan gement, Er Submitting to awhat is expected from 
you. For my Part, I thought myſelf oblig'd to obey a 
Parent; and if I am the only Cauſe of your Troubles, 
I remove that Olſtacle, by releaf ing you from any 
Engagement between us. I had ſome Scruple in the 
Afair, but I hade been inform'd the firſt Duty of a 
Daughter is to obey her Father, and that all En- 
gagements are void, which are made without the 
Conſent of thoſe who brought us into this World. 
1 hope you will have Senſe and Reſolution enough to 
conform yourſelf to ſo warrantable an Excuſe, and 
that your Eſteem for me is ſuch as not to oppoſe my 
Trangquillity. 
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. I thought this Letter ſo cruel, and it over- 
whelmed me with ſo violent a Grief, I had like to 
have 
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have fainted away; Deſpair alone preſerv'd my 
Senſes. Perfidious Wretch! (I cried, throwing 
the Letter diſdainfully away :) could I expect ſuch 
a barbarous Return? So much Love and Con- 
ſtancy, did they deſerve a Change fo odious? I 
was two Hours in a State as painful to feel as to 
deſcribe, I threw out a thouſand Imprecations a- 

gainſt the ungrateful Creature, and ftopp'd twenty 
Limes before I could read over my Father's Let. 
ter; he expreſs'd great Tenderneſs, exhorting me 
to have Patience, and promis'd I ſhould ſoon be 
at Liberty, provided I renounc'd my Marnage ; 
he very frankly confeſs'd, that Minette's Father 
had much the better Intereſt, and that I ſhould 
periſh in Priſon, if I did not ſubmit to Power as 
he had done ; he gave me an Account of the Per- 
hdy of my Miſtreſs, who had held out but a few 
Days, and, to obtain her Pardon, had accepted of 
2 Huſband recommended by her Relations, to 
whom ſhe was to be married in eight Days; he 
exhorted me to imitate her, aſſuring me that I 
ſhould be reſtored to my Liberty as ſoon as I 
ſhould take ſuch a Reſolution. I was not able to 
go through the Letter, J had too much of it al- 
ready; the Night was ſpent in walking about my 
Chamber, and "complaining of my perfidious Miſ- 
treſs. 

I was three Days and three Nights without tak- 
ing any thing, and 'twas the Ganh Day, that, 
being aſham'd of my Folly, I refolv'd on declaring 
I had no farther Thoughts of the unfaithful Mi- 
nette; and that ſince ſhe had been capable of de- 
ceiving me, I would never hear her named. I 
had no ſooner explain'd myſelf on this Subject, 
and conſented to the ſetting aſide my Marriage, 
but 1 was promis'd my Liberty on this Condition, 
that I ſhould return to my Father, and never 
more endeavour to ſee my ungrateful Miſtreſs. 
I was too angry, to make any Difficulty upon 
that Head. My Hatred ſo naturally expreſſed, for- 
warded my Liberty, and it was granted three Days 


after. 
* Ag 
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* As ſoon as I was at Liberty, I went to my Fa- 
ther; he confirm'd Minette's Perfidy, and ſhew'd 
me a Letter ſetting forth all its Circumſtances ; he 
told me what Steps he had taken to procure = 
Liberty, which prov'd ineffectual, thro” the 
Credit which Minctie's Father had employ'd ; * 
told me however, that in Spite of all his Intereſt, 
his Adverſary would have had the worſt on't, be- 
cauſe as my Father acted 7ncognito, he muſt have 
been Plaintiff in the Trial, without a Defendant, 
on Account of his refuſing his own Daughter, if I 
had not given my Confent for the annulling the 
Marriage: this occaGon'd a Letter from Court, by 
which he was given to underſtand, that if he puth'd 
Things any farther, he ſhould never fee me again; 
a Menace that ſtop'd him ſhort, by reaſon of the 
Tenderneſs he had for me. 

Above fix Months after, talking with my Rela- 
tions about my Confinement, and telling them after 
what Manner I found Means to write to my Father, 
I underſtood he had never recav'd my Letter: 
Tais Incident aſtoniſh'd me, and I greatly ſurpri- 


- jed my Father in my Turn, when I produced the 


pretended Letter I thought he had writ. He was 
himſelf almoſt miſtaken in the Hand, ſo little Dif- 
ference there was between it and his own ; he aſ- 
{ured me he never wrote to me, and oed nd 
ing the Pains he took to find out how they could 
counterfeit his Hand, he never could clear up the 


Affair, and it is but lately that this Myſtery was 


brovght to light. 


However, this Inſtance of F orgery gave me ſome 
Suſpicion; I acquainced my Father with it, but he 
was the innocent Cauſe that I did not enamine 
things with proper Attention; the Conhdence he 
was in of Minette's Infidelity, which had been con- 
firm'd to bim from different Hands, paſſed even 
to me, and I thought there was fo much Reaion 
to forget her, that I ſhould in Time have attain- 
ed it. 
For ſome Months I was exceeding melancholy ; 
notwithſtanding my Enveavours, I could not for 
get 
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get the ungrateful Mademoiſelle de LY 
ſtrove indeed to divert my Thoughts from her; 
but her dear Idea had taken too deep Root in my 
Heart, to be ſo eafily torn away. Sometimes Re- 
ſentment gave me Eaſe, but it ſoon vaniſh'd, and 
after all my Projects to forget her, I found myſelf 
the moſt unfortunate and moſt enamour'd of Man- 
kind. 
But my Mother, who ſuffer'd prodigiouſly to 
ſee me waſte away by Degrees, and fear'd at laſt 
to loſe me, thought if ſhe could but contrive to 
give me an Inclination for ſomebody elſæ, that I 
ſhould recover in Time, and forget the perfidious 
Aineite, To this Effect, ſhe drew much Company 
to the Houſe, and put me under an Ob! . as 
is nſval, of aſſiſting in the Honours of the Aſſembly 
which was conſtantly held. All the Neighbour- 
hcod afforded of handſome young Ladies came 
to it. One in particular, about fourteen, of a 
brown Complexion and a cheartul amiable Cha- 
racer, diſtinguiſh'd herſelf, and was admir'd by 
all the World: She was always r errx, and lad 
ſomething new; to be acquainted wich ker, and 
deſire to 3 her, was the fame 1 hing. At firit, 
I only look'd at her, and coniidei'd how well jhe 
deſerv'd the Praifes given her; but a Cuſtom of 
ſeeing her, ſoon had a farther Effect; I wiſh'd to 
ſhare in her Friendſhip. Time could not be more 
agreeably ſpent, ſhe did not ſeem averſe to me, 
and was the moſt obliging Creature in the World; 
the more I knew her, the more I was enchanted ; 
my Mother perceived it, and being willing to match 
an Opporginity the had been purpoſely waiting for, 
ſhe ſpoke to the young Lady's Mother, ime me 
for her D: ughter, aud advanced Matters with fo 
much Expedition, that three Days after ſhe told 
me, if I was in Love with Mademoiſelle de 
as the had no Room to doubt, I ſhould be hos 
Huſband in c1>ht Dans. | 
Any body but myſelf woull have been tranſport- 
ed with ſuch an E xpeQtation; the Lady in Queilien 


was exceeding lovely, a thoufand good Qualities 
0 enhanced 
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enhanced her Charms; they had ſeduced me in 
Appearance, yet it was Admiration, and not Love 
which affected me, as I diſcover'd when my Mother 
propoſed her for a Wife; inſtead of the Comfort 
the had promiſed herſclf, ſhe met with nothing but 
Trouble and Perplexity. 
Ibis unexpected Coldneſs ſurpriſed her; ſhe 
aſk'd what could occaſion it? and whether it were 
poſhble, after having ſhewn ſuch a Deference for 
Madi mol ſelle de , that I ſhould he ſitate to 
thank her for her Trouble, in getting me preferr'd 
to a Number of others who ſigh'd for her? I lov'd 
my Mother too well to dilguiſe the Matter; I to! 
her finccrely how I was affected; the propoſed 
Lady's Charms had ſenſibly touch'd me, but I con- 
tinued to love the perfidious Minette; her Image 
was more deeply rooted than ever in my Heart, 
when ſhe ſeemed juſt upon the Point of being ba- 
niſh'd from it. 1 bemoan'd my Weakneſs, I aſk'd 
2 thouſand Pardons for it of the beſt of Mothers, 
but I could not extort from myſelf a Promiſe to 
comply with what ſhe had engaged her Word for; 
it was to no Purpoſe for her to remonſtrate the In- 
jury I did myſelf thereby; the Folly of a Conſtancy 
fo ill deſerv'd, and the Reſentment of Mademo:/«lle 
de — and of her Family, if I perſiſted in my 
Sentiments : I own'd the Juſtneſs of her Reflections, 
but at the ſame Time declar'd, that if they drove 
me to this Marriage, how flattering ſoever it might 
appear, they would render me the moſt unhappy of 
Mankind. 
My Mother mov'd with all I had ſaid on this 
Occaſion, promiſed me ſo to manage Matters, that 
my Refuſal ſhould not appear, and in order to it, 
ſhe would find Pretences tor a Delay, the better to 
break off the Affair. This Goodneſs, this Conde- 
ſcenſion gain'd upon me ſo much, and appcar'd fo 
endearing, that I expreſs'd my Acknowledgements 
in the moſt lively and reſpectful Terms: Mcthought 
I was myſelt again, and foreſaw what was to hap- 
en. 
5 Nevertheleſs my Father, who was not ſo com- 
« plaiſant 
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« plaiſant as ſhe, in giving into my Way of think- 
ing, called my Mother's Goodneſs Imprudence, 
and would not join in it; he told me, that he did 
not underſtand my Viſions, and told me fternly, 
© he expected me to agree to the Marriage, which 
had only been concerted in Complaifance to me. 
It was in vain for me to try his paternal Tender- 
« neſs; he would hear no Reaton : My Father ripp'd 
© up all the Trouble | had already occaſioned thro” 
| * his fond Complaiſance, and alſured me, that if I 
| 4 « took the Way to give him more, he would make 
| : me know who was Mailcr, and that he <xvected to 
| « be obey'd. 
| ; * Things were in this Poſture, when a Stranger 
7 7 a arrived, and enquired for me: It was high Time, 
: © I was on the Brink of being tied forever, and after 
; long Struggles, ſinking under a Father's Autho- 
: | « rity; but the Letters that were deliver'd changed 
1 | the Face of Affairs, and gave me a legal Right of 
. « proteſting againſt my intended Marriage. I was 
5 * tranſported with Joy to think the charming dear 
. * Minette was conſtant, and I bluſli'd for having been 
s capable of ſuſpecting her Fidelity; I bewail'd her 
* Condition, and my Father join'd with me in de- 
| « teſling the Cruelty of her Relations, in barbarouſly 
y * ſacrificing her to vile Intereſt: We took Advice 
4 | * concerning the Violence offer'd this adorable Per- 
© « fon; we conſulted the Laws, and the moſt emi- 
ut | nent Lawyers; they were of Opinion, that M:- 
uf | nette ſhould proteſt againſt her Vows, and the 
Suit be reviv'd which had been carried on to have 
& her acknowledged for the Daughter of Morn/reur 
at « de My Father would not let me appear 
bs | in the Affair, but managed it in the ſame Man- 
bn | ner as Monficur de had done before, and 
2 ; this with ſo much Addreſs, that the Affair was on 
FA : the Point of being determined in three Months 
1 i Time. 
ht Monſieur de „who little expected to (ce 
p- | © this Affair renew'd again, which ſo nearly concern- 
| * ed him, thought to confound his ſecret Enemies 


m- * with the ſame Facility as before, but he found 
| things 
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Things very much alter'd; his Protector was 
dead. and the Succeſſor not altogether fo partial in 
his Favour ; he was obliged now to appear, and 
ut in his Anſwer to the ſtrong Attacks that were 
made againſt him ; as the Proots were clear as the 
Day, he was at laſt condemned to acknowled 
Minette for his Daughter, and on Account of his 
former Behaviour, aud the Violence he had em- 
ployed, he was forbid the Sight of her till farther 
Orders. 
* The verbal Proceſs of this Affair having been 
ſent to Rame, the Holy Father named Commiſſa- 
ries to examine it, and after a mature Delibera- 
tion it was determined that the Nuncio ſhould de- 
* it. 

This, Mad.moi/ſelle (continued Melicourt) is the 

preſent Poſture of our Affairs; and therefore your 
charming Friend hegs your Aſüſtance. The Juſtice 
of her Cauſe is all ſhe has to denend on; ; my Fa- 
ther has not the Honour to know our Judge, ard 
we have ſome Reaſon ta fear he will not be [avo! ir- 
able to us, nod only from the Intereſt that Miu, 
4. may ſtill have, which he will undo! 5 " ly 
exert on this Occaſion; but even from the Con- 
ſequences of ſuch an Indulgence, which may be- 
come a Precedent for others in the ſame Caſe. 

As to Monſieur de (added Malicourt) he is 
exaſperated againſt his Daughter; and declares, 
that if ſie is freed from her Vows, he will never 
ſee her; his Wife joins with him, and without a 
Miracle there is no Room to believe he will ever 
lay aſide this unjuſt Prejudice. 

« The powerful Party my Father has form'd for 
us in the Prov ince, has declared in our Favour, and 
promiſes, if the Nuucio reſtores Minette to her Li- 
berty ſo unjullly taken away, we ſhall be married 
after the proper Forms hure been obſerved ; in this 
they generally agree. I went in Perſon to acquaint 
St. Agnes with theſe Particulars ; ſhe was equally 
pleaſed with me, and {hew'd ſo great an Earneſt- 
neſs, that you, Madz:.ni/ells (ſaid this conſtant 
Lover) ſhould ſhare in our Joy, that I am come 
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with Zeal to impart to you this Tranſaction: I 


5 beg you to continue to us both your Friendſhip, 
n « which we value beyond Expreſſion.“ 
d Thus did Me/icourt finiſh his Story. I obſerved 
e him, during his Diſcourſe, and found him to be 
e worthy my charming Friend. I heartily thanked him 
* | for his Complaiſance, and I promiſed to contribute 
15 ; every Thing in my Power to promote his Intereſt, 
8 4 which I earneſtly embraced, and would certainly em- 
er : ploy all my Credit in an Affair wherein took ſo 
great a Share. He ſeem'd ſatisfied with theſe Aſ- 
as ſurances; and to leave him no Room to doubt of my 
A* þ being in earnef?, I told him 1 was that Moment wri- 
a- ting to the Perſon St. Agnes had mentioned, and that 
C- I hoped I ſhould know that very Day if I might de- 
© pend upon thoſe I intended to employ. I took my 
he Pen and inlerted this Requeſt in my Letter to the 
ur Marqueſt, which I recommended in a Manner the 
ICC maoſt prevalent to render it effectual. 
Lu- a Dubois, whom ] impatiently expected, never came. 
r.d | FT could not imagine how to account for this Delay ; 
Ar- it was now paſt Noon, and my Uneaſineſs became 
ur ſo manifeſtly viivle, that Melicourt perceiving it, 
A * afſt'd me the Cauſe of it. I could not reſiſt the De- 
on- > fire he ſhewed of making me eaſy, I thought I ſaw 
be- in him a ſecond Sr. Agnes; beſides, I imacined my- 
ſelf in ſo much Danger, till I had acquainted the 
e 18 Margue/s, that I ought to hazard the Secret, in or- 
res, der to get a Letter delivered to my Lover, on which 
ver 1 1 thought my Safety depended. I could truſt Me- 
at a : licurt with the Commiſſion, which he joyfully ac- 
Ver { cepted, and promiſed to bring me an Anſwer in leſs 
than half an Hour; I was overjoy'd at this, and g1- 
for ving him his Inſtructions, ke ſet out. Ought I to 
and have expected what he brought me back? Oh 
Li- Heaven! I tremble at this Day when I think on 
Tied the cruel Anſwer I received. If any one has 
this thared in the preceding Perplexities I have under- 
1aint gone, let them continue their Pity for me: the 
ally will ſhortly fee whether I deſerved it, and whether 
neſt- the Peace and Proſperity 1 actually enjoy have not 
ſtant been 
come 


with 
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been bought by all that is moſt ſenſible to a Wo- 
man, whole Heart has ever been ſo tender and faith- 
ful as mine, 

It was almoſt three in the Afternoon, and no M- 
licourt yet return'd. Let any one imagine what I 
ſuffered ; a thoutand Things came in my Head upon 
this Delay; to crown my Misfortunes, Madame de 
Geneval entered my Chamber, telling me the Mar- 
guz/5 was come, who followed her in. How hard is 
it to affect Tranquility when inwardly racked with 
Cares! and how much it has coft me to accuſtom 
myſelf to this Policy, to neceflary in the World, 
which obliges one to be perpetually diſguiſed ! I was 
too much a Novice in this Art, :0 aſſume that Air 
which eludes the Eye of the Curious. The old Mar- 
gueſs perceiv'd the Conſtraint I was under, and aſk'd 
me (with a Politeneſs which ſo much diſtinguiſhes 
People of a certain Quality) if he was not come at 
an improper Time? I could not help bluſhing at his 
Penetration; however I anſwer'd luckily enough, 
attributing the Trouble I could not hide, to an In- 
diſpoſition that hung upon me : To recover myſelf 
and avoid a Converſation whereof I dreaded the Con- 
ſequences, I aſk'd his Lordſhip's Leave to continue 
my Work; this gave me an Opportunity of looking 
down, for I dreaded to meet his Eyes: tho” in Years, 
he had a piercing Look, which ſcem'd to read one's 
very Thoughts. Whether it was Prejudice, or Fear, 
every Time he look'd me in the Face, I imagin'd his 
Eyes ſaid; Ah! Terny, Jenny, tis to no Purpoſe to 
hide yourſelf from me, I read the very Motions of 
your Heart. One may judge if I was very eaſy un- 
der ſuch an Apprehenſion. 

Any body but myſelf, in theſe Circumſtances, 
would have foreſeen that Melicourt might return 
with a Letter, or perhaps have ſome Secrets to com- 
municate, and therefore would have abſented them- 
ſelves for a Moment under Pretence ot giving Or- 
ders to a Servant. It is commonly ſaid, that the 
ſimpleſt Girl has always Senſe enough to manage 
what regards her Heart; I ingeniouſly own myſelf 
not to be of that Number. I thought the. leaſt 
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Action would render me ſuſpectæd, and even betray 
INC. 

When my Eyes met tho of the ol Marqueſs, I 
caſt them qui ly down at ain in great Contulion z 
methought he came only to make Diſcoveries A and 
that I was to guard againſt all that might lay me 
open; upon this, I put on a formal Countenance, 
my Diſccuiſe was perplexed, and in my Agitation 1 
oiten anſwered without und erſtand diug what was ſaid, 

or ko iag what I anf{xer*- 

The old argue, too 5 5 k& ſigthted not to fe the 
Diſorger I was in, curic''. per Map to gugment it, or 
find out the Meaning of it, do wy pear, and began 
to be very ſxcet, but in the moſt reined Manner in 
the World. Diadanc de Gen dul applauded kim, un 
doubtedly Ve:cu, tho' willing to male her Court. 
For my Part, totally bient, I ſcarce gave lia an 
Anſwer; a forced Smile often fur pplic ca the Place of 
2 real one. Crorfeil:t, Madam 112 the Ar 
to Cue t playing wina Ball ofs Sill) © t].2r the 

Counteſs lu a Complexion nct to be match'd : do 
vou obſ-rve the Delicacy of her Features, and thoſe 
little Diraples which form dlemſclves ehen that 
pretty Mouth is going to utter che leaſt Syileble ? 
Perp'ex'd as I was, I could not help ſmiling from 
time to Uine, evety Featurs received its Encomium; 3 
and letting cone vic cape him, bi; Imagii mt, more 
lively than could Le expected for his Age, trem'd 
tranſported when he {poke of all the Cha ms, with 
Win he anti? me. 

[ was ha naſome, i ae ſaid ſo before, and I am 


0 p 
Corry | * oblized to e eat it, and to ſpeak of my- 
{cit with leſs E. ſerve, than 15 weuld cheoe; but! 


cannot give a Pro! abi Mut to certain Fra worte, w:tie 
cut in L telling what gate them Birth. The 
Tung. 77 40 was ſui pi'izing in that Pe{pect; I was ſome 

me be fore I could account fur it, his curious Looks 
Vetray' d im; the Poſture I was in, ſhov/*d my Breaſt, 
notwirh: tanding its being cover'd, on 10 ne leaſt Mo- 
tion; the fine Turn and. * 2 ot it threw the 
old Gentleman into F,ctafes ; he talked to mc ou 
this Subject in ELxpreſuons that Lid d not betray his 
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Years ; and this in ſuch a Manner, as to make aa 
Impreſſion on any one but myſelf. | 
The Name of Father to the Man I adored, gave 
the old Margue/s ſuch an Influence over me, and | 
had conceived ſuch Reſpect for him, both through 
Fear, and my Regard for his Son, that I had rw 
Courage to contradict ſeveral Expreſſions, I ſhould 
certainly have interrupted, but on theſe Motives. 1 
can't tell what the old Courtier thought, but to me 
it did not ſeem that m/ Condeſcenſion gave him 
room to exceed the Bounds of a certain Decency. 
His Politeneſs gave me « great Pleaiure, and kr 
me in Countenance. Geneval was quite otherwlic ; 
every Trifle made her familiar, and if I had not be- 
haved with a ſerious Air in her Regard, her little 
Fooleries, and the Liberty which ſhe would hare 
taken, might have encouraged the Margu//s to ex- 
ceed the Limits my Diſcretion had preſcrib'd to the 
Complaiſance I thought myſelf oblig'd to ſhew him. 
But 1 had not the ſame Re gard for Her, when lean- 
ing over my Work, and pretending to romp, . 
had maliciouily removed the Handkerchief whi- 
cover'd my Breatt, and occaſion'd great Sprightliac!; 
from the Marque:; I gave them both fo levere a 
Look, that it was eaſy tO comprehend I was not to 
he jeſted wich too far, nor of a Temper to ſufter ſuc!) 
Sort of Behaviour. The Air I put on made the 
Marqueſs reaſſume that Reſpect for me he thought 
my Due; and from that Lime, on all Occaſions, , 
he never forgot himſeli : So true it is, that a virtuous 
Woman may keep Men at a Diſtance if ſhe pleaſes; 
whenever they behave otherwiſe, ſhe can only blame 2 
herſelf for her Want of Reſerve. Men endeavour 
to divert us, nd, under that Pretence, take too 
great Freedoms. Unhappy is that young Woman, 
who defends herſelf in Mirth ; ſhe mult lote Ground. 
Ecriouſneſs is the Shield of Virtue; thoſe are wile, 
who know hw to employ it in a proper Manner. 
Another Thing againſt which young Women 
ought to be upon their Guard, is their own Sex, 
and above all, never to contract a Friendſhip with 
2.7 Woman, unleſs they be very ſure of her Cha- 
Tactcr. 
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rater. The Commerce of too familiar a She Friend, 
is often more dangerous than that vi the moi enter= 
prizing Man. 


o * . 
And hy? becault one is airs of a 


Lover, We ole Vivacity and too creat Fr 10 bro— 
claim his Deſigns; whergas one reſlaus one's ſelt 17 
with Coafdence to n She-Friend, Who paſſes for 
ſuch ; the great Secret never to become their Prey, 
is t. 6 ak off al Commerce with ſach, who, under 
Pre ende of Friendſnig, communir-ate certain Se— 
crets, or v.ho 2:tiuily enter iuto dangerous Particu- 
lars. It is ſo tar from bei an Ad an e Or a 
vaung Woman to be iatorm ite the Ro tedhe 


of another, for ſati: , ig an ing 

waich they are unhappy inclined from the time the y 
begin to know themfelyes, t! at {hc ovine to arg. [ 
all that gives 1.igl. t into certain Thins . Curio ty 
is 2 Rock fatal to Virtue. | I cinnot reveat it 


. % . 
ve Cur wat; 
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often: Young Women who have a Mind to know, 


are not long before the; prac! 5 

began to grow very unc, at the Fagerneſ. of 
tie old Margue/5, and } rag” 4 foolſh Tail, wit» 
hu pleaſe him, perizſted in flattering his F | 

icourt thinking me alone, ad v710 knew 1 

pe er him wich Impaticnce, enter ed wichout ſ 
in his Name, with a Letter in! Hm 
pale, and, confounded as I waz, pm Ares rile ta 
receive im. 

The old Margucfs obſerving me, enſſiy ſaw. tle 
Trouble I was in; he took ro Not: ice of it, but got 
up and returned a Bow to Sr. Auu's Lover, 


WW ho 
Judoi, 1 him, by the Marks of Dittin 


Jian he wore, 


to be a Man of Quality, was very reſpectful«- Afiz- 
fame de Geneve), who had never ſecn Acbocrure be— 


Fore, and who imagin'd by the little Cerem: ny which 
1 uſed with him, that! it was {ome old Acquaintance, 


(ot being able to diitinguiſ h that it pro: ceeded fr MN 
ny Perplexity) aſk'd me in my Ear, if the Gentle: 
man was a Relation, or my e el J an- 
wer'd without Reflection, « Yes.” By all Means 

then (continued ſhe in a low Voice, but defign' 4 
0 be heard) we mult keep him to Supper.” Tau- 


Wer d this Nouſenſe (pardon the Expreſſion) with 
C2 


Silei.Ccc, 
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Silence. We were all ſcated 5 ; the old Marrugſi 
and Meliccart were end id into Cooverſi.tio ' As 
this young Conntry Gentleman ; had a +.reat deal of 
Wit, he acquitted himſclf 52 5 to deterve Applauſe. 
Meliccurt, who had j:is own Affair as much at IIc art 
as mire, recounted the Hiſtory of his Milreg lrom 
cne End to tother, and that with a vi „ without 
doubt, to intereſt the Marga, in his Favour ; who, 
as he ſought all Occaſions of being acquainted with 
me, and perhaps of pleair ug me, tur nd 1nd aſæ'd 
if I intereſted myſelf _ the Affair of the Heauiful 
Nun; I vas too much her Friend to heſitate in my 
Anſwcr, * Well then, Madam, (cried the Marguz/s) 
© I promiſe my good Offics; I am an intimate 
0 Friend of Mc/icar de „who Fas great Iu- 


* tcreſt in Aflairs of ri Nature. Sir, (continued 
| 


© he addrefling himſelf to M liccuri) © pleaſe t take 
* the Trouble of ſendige me an exact Memor:: 1 ot 
* the Affair, nd I will certainly give this Lady a 
go! Account . 

1 thailed the old Aargneſt with an Air fo e. 
neſs, wich convinced him how warmly I efron 
my Friend's Cauſe. Cour ie 8 t: ho all 'Opportuni- 


tics of commending; I revered upon thi, Suhfect. 


a Compliment oo ray good Natuie. PHetrcourt join- 
L with Fim, and as the Converſation rad upon 
this Lopick, I was Ie!s nreay than before. Never- 
th lf the o'd Marzucſi's Viſit began to grow tron- 


El-fome, 1 cou!d think of ro A: wife to get rid ON 


him. TI was cxtreamly {inpatient to hear of ii Lon. 
Melicau, u unlaubedl, ſhme Nes ſur me. EI 
difeorecable it 15 to be. under Contiriint in the lihe 
Cate! Nobody one ſuſter more than I did; but 
Patience wa ty Nm dy, not being yet cctue 
to the Lad *. = v 7} 01 

My good and very dnl Aunt. who by extreme 

: 
good Luck bappeacd to be in my Antich: imber, ard 


whom I bad crdercd to let nobo: ly in without gi 
ving me Nerice, 2 Thing however ſe had quite for- 
ot as to Mecitcourt, -emember'd it then, and came 
t tell me there was 2 Gentleman who had Lined 
with me, deſired to fee me. I could not hely b'-#h- 
ing, 
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lag, upon Reflection, fearing ſome untoward Ac- 
cident : I got up and went out, excuſing my ſelf to 
the Company. * was St. Fai, a Moment later he 
had entered. Ah, Heavens ! cried I, what was 
« you going to do? Fly, the old Bargueſs 1 is here.“ 
« Good God! who wouid have thought it ? (replied 
the Count) his being here is very unſeaſonable, I 
have a thouſand Things to fay to you; Dl bruſh 
off; try to ſhorten the Viit, and Fl return as ſoon 
as my Uncle is gone.“ What News from the 
© Margucſs? (ſaid 1 to him, conducting him to the 
Door.) Mad,“ anſwered St. Fa/ Whilit the 
Count) was ſpeaking and opening the Door, ſome- 
body knock'd. I was more dead than alive, „Per- 
« haps it is your Couſin (cried I) for who clic can 
% come to {ee me? If it is he (added I) let him 
be gone.” Lou need not tcar that, (continued 
St. Fal) it is certainly not him; I with to God it 


„ were! We would ind Ways enough to hide him 


from his Father.” «+ What do you mean? (re- 
plied I conſounded) what is the Matter?“ S.. 


Fal had no time to reply, they knocked again. 


bethouht myielf of putting him into the Kitch- 
en, to wait whilſt the Door was open'd, whi- 
ther he went. As for myſelf, who have always been 
fcartul, and being otherwiſe mov'd with what S/. 
Faul had juſt ſaid to me, I went into my Apartment, 
and order'd Bartara to open the Door. I Had ſcarce 
any Life in me, and ſat down to my Work in ſo 
much Ditorder, that it might eafly be obſerved. 


3 


I he old Marque/s taking but too muc! h Notice of 
it, Khiſper'd in my Ear with an Air of Iatimac y, to 
know if any Bod, had made me wank or if any 
private Reaion eccaiioned my Trouble; offering his 
Service, in caſe he were ſo happy, that I ſhould 
have any Occaſion to make Uſe of it. I was going 
to e when Barbara brought in Word of the 
Dude a being there. How unfortunate am I! 
faid 1 to myſelt, and riſing to receive him. IS it 
poiſible that Vexations ſhould thus ſp:ing up on all 
Sides ? I received him notwithitanding the Compli- 
ment this Lord made ine, without appearing uncafv. 
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We had all taken our Seats, and the Diſcourſe began 
to roll on the Rallety the young Duke beltowed on 
the Margue/:'s Taſte and Regard tor handſome Wo- 
men; when Barbara enter'd my Chamber in a 
Fright, crying, Thieves. We all of us got up; I 
could not gueſs at the Cauſe of her Fears. I aſk'd 
her in great Apprehenſion, what Thieves ſhe meant ? 
In the Name of God, Madam, (cried the) deſire 
« theſe Gentlemen to be ſo charitable as to go into 
the Kitchen; perhaps he > that went deen juſt now 
* was not alone, for he look'd as bold as if he feared 
6 1» HA y. 5 

Tao 1 was mich concerned to find that Sr. Fil's 
going out cf the Kitchen, u here had deſir'd him to 
wait, and of which Barbara was entirely ignorant, 
had occaſion'd her Outcrics ; now-ithſtanding my 
Uneaſineſs, I ſay, her Miſtake made me {mile to 
myſelf. I was under necefiity, nevertheleſs, to af- 
fe a ſeeming Terror, in order to give no Umbrage. 
As I did not play my Part ill, neither the young 
Dude, nor the Margucſi would ſuffer me to ſtir, but 
vent with Melicourt and Barbara to ſearch the Apart- 
ment; not a Hole or Corner eſped my credulous 
Aunt. During this Scrutiny, a Glove with a gold 
Fringe was diſcovered ; the Duke laid hold on it, and 
return'd to me in T riumph. Faith, Madam (faid 
he with a Smile) © this Thief is certainly a Beau, 
* anc ought to be par Jon'd for the Sake of the Glove.“ 
I trembled for fear it ſhould be known; it belong'd 
to &. Fal, who had diop'd it; luckily no Notice 
was taken. The Duke, pleaſant as he was, and wil- 
ling to divert me, was very merry on the Subject of 
the Thief and the Glove; he bantered Barbara, 
og to believe ſhe had other Reaſons for cry- 
ing out; he affirm'd with a grave Face, which ſet 
the ring a laughing, * that the Perſon who 
made his Eſcape, v25 certainly an humble Ser- 
« vant; adding, that if my Chambermaid (as he 
was pleaſed to call her) would own the Truth, 
s we ſhould be convinced he was not miſtaken.” 

The Tone in which this Banter was uttered, and 
the Figure of my poor Aunt affording a humorous 
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Contraſt to the Imputation, enliven'd the Converſa- 
tion to that Degree, that I was vexed to be obliged 
to laugh, when in reality I had fo little Reaſon. 
But I was ſoon puniſhed. Word was brought he 
Alarque/s, that his Lime for being at Court drew on. 
I could diſcover, by the Dute's Countenance, that 
he would willingly have ſtaid with me; but as I had 
not the ſame Reaſons for obliging him, as I had in 
regard of the old Marque/s, I had Courage enough 
to declare my Intention of writing a Lettcr, not to 
loſe the Opportunity of M. de Melicourt, who was 
ſo obliging as to take that Trouble. Ibis Feint 
ſucceeded; the Date and the Margue/s took their 
Leave, proteſting they had not been ſo agreeably di- 
verted a long Time. I ayppew'd obliged by their 
Civilities, tho' in my Heart I fincerely wiſh'd it 
were the lait Time I ſhould receive the lice irom ei- 
ther of them. 

The Moment Meliccurt and I were alone, I aſc'd 
with great Earneſtnefs for the Marque/s's Letter. I 
am afraid, (replied he, giving the Letter) you will 
not be pleas'd with it, and I think myſelf very un- 
« fortunate, to have ſerv'd you fo ill the ſirſt Time. 
This Preamble made me ſhudder, and open the Pa- 
per in a Hurry; the Contents were as follows: 


[| Am ſurpri⁊ d, Mademoiſelle, that you ſhould take 
the Trouble of giving me an Account of your Beba- 
Viowr, which I have no Right to expert. My Regard 
for you was too great, to diſapprove of the Civilities 
<vh:ch ſeem due to the Rank and Merit of the Duke 
de be ſhould have the ſame Deſigns, as J 
had, the Satiifaction of having put the firſt Hand to 
making your Fortune, at leaſt, is mine. I am far from 
conſulting my own Intereſts on this Occaſion, much more 
from complaining. The Sacrifice would not be complete, 
and Repreaches ſtill more unſiaſanable, confidering the. 
Delicacy of Sentiments, on which I value myſelf. You 
wecezwed the Duke's Viſit, you avere at the Play toge- 
ther, becauſe you thought it depended on your/elf ; Taſte 
muſt not be diſputed. I wwiſh you, Mademoilelle, 
greater Happiness than my/elf, and ſhall be carefut not to 
C-4 di turb 
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diſturb your new Engageme/ts ty a Preſence equally 22 


agreeable to you, as unprefitable to t 715 ts all. 
F arewel for cucr. 


The Marqueſs of L. V. 


Juſt Heavens! cried I, burſting into Tears aſter 
reading the Letter, can any one be ſo unjuſt? Can (9 
much Lava be repaid Wit 1 {uch * zude? Cruel 
Man! cried I, cat king a melancholy Look on the fatal 

etter, how have I deſerv'd to be made 0 unhap py! 
He. Fal enter'd | as I was per Kino, nigh ni ond it 
my Con. tr MN. ARI 71 Kerr 1) 44. et ed! , look- 
ing firangely on 4 gurt, whom h< dil not t know) 
* mitigate your Gricf, it will be ſo-n uver ;- pardon 
the Author, Fault is owins to the Excefs of his 
* } afſion.” © No, my Lord, (enfçer'd el) he loves 
„ me not, nor ever . Ile ought to Know me ; but 
6+ ſince he doubts my Ce ane, Pl give him a con- 
n inciag Proof. 5 the Name of all that is dear, 
« afiit me in fly; ing from a Climate J deteſt. Alas! I 
„ OuPNt to have drcalled it. Fool that I was, (con- 
tinns 4 J. biting vp my Eres) dear St. A. 125, when 
ft you ! Why did I not follow the direct Lin- 
Io damine & Why did I rot make my ſcape? thy 
Heart would now have been at caſe ; I ſhould have 
« learnt by degrees to wean my Affections from the 
„World; and if I niuſt have been unjuſtly ſuſpect- 
« ed, and no lor ger belov'd, at leaſt t,; ro Cuſtom, 
« I might have four d my Comfort in ſbeking a bet- 
« ter World. See die Fruits, cr rather the Puniſh- 
« ment of the FErrc rs cf Eeaitrons Youth. Ahl 
« Marqueſs, NMlur ass, was this Blow ro{erv'd for my 
lively Tendernef in your Renard ? loſe ycu, 
oe you fly me z I am no hi n  Pard: On, d Ic ar Lover, 
« the Vexations [ have given you, and my Unhap- 
«« pineſs in diſpleaſing yu; your Revenge ſhall be 
« ample, Regret (hall end my Life!“ 

Sr. Fal, always tender ard croiifite in his Senti- 
ments, bchaved u ith his uſuil Generofit ty. Inftea@ 
of taking this Advantage ia Bebalf of his own Pal 
fon, he exerted himſelf in Favour of bis Kinſman, 
and endeavour'd to ſupport my Affection ter iow, 
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of which my extreme Grief was, alas! too plain a 
Proof. Tuo Days, for fo long my Tranſports con- 
tinued, did he purſue the Dictates of that noble 
Difintereſtedneſs he profeſſed to cultivate. Afelicgurt, 
who had Affairs on his Hands, employ'd his leiſure 
Hours in pacifying me, but all in vain, Death was 
the Object of my Hopes. The Marqre/s appear'd 
no more; at laſt they own'd he was gone to join his 
Regiment in Germany, where the War was broke 
cut. How cruelly was I alarm'd at this News! I 
would fee nobody. Sz. Fai, the complaifant Sr. Fal, 
exhauſted to no purpoſe his whole nk of good 
Nature; I coma ſcarce bear with him; old Mar- 
gueſs was the only one 1 did not dare 1 on Ac- 
count of that Aſcendant I have mention'd elſe- 
where; but I was fo melancholy, that if he had 
not guels'd the Reaſon, he mult neceſſarily have diſ- 

:rn'd an Alteration in me; yet he was complaiſant 
e to ſait himſelf to my Humour. As for the 
Dake, he was quite at a Nonplus, I having given 
him a very cold Reception the next Day, though he 
brought me a handſome Gratification he had ob- 
tained for me, and which occafion'd a fad Miſtake, 
as I ſhall relate afterwards. I explain'd myſelf 
with fo much Refolution on the Sudeck of bis Vilits, 
that he durſt ſeldom appear, notwithſtandirg his 
ealy Behaviour; a ſtrong Proof of a Woman's 
Power when belov'd; her Tyranny Enows T0 
bounds, and it's ſubmitted to tie more {rviiy, as a 
Dread of GfrJeafing is te very Poundation Gf her 
Emj Ire. The 2 ke, tne old AM wquils, and tender 
St. Fal, were all in this Situation, and the more to 
be pitied, as their Paſuon met with Eo Encourage- 
ment. 

Eight Days paſſed on withont coming to any Re- 
folution ; ſometimes I was fer Sntin g mylelt up in 
a Monattcry, at Other ti. = [ tio! aght of goin 


a 
lonie, 2nd throv ing my! (elt at my Father and Mo- 


ther's Fect, to punich wh; at I then called an Error, 
by returning to my primitive mean Condition; fre- 
quently 1 was upon the baue, of owning myſelf to 
my Aunt; nothing but my Vanity prevented me. 
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In fine, on the ninth Day I wrote to St. Fal, deſiring 


he would come to me immediately. My Reſolution 
was fix'd. Alas! how many Tears were ſhed ! But 
Virtue remain'd triumphant. I was determin'd to 
throw myſelf into a Cloiſter, and employ the re- 
peated Proffers St. Fal had fo often made of ſerving 
me, to be received a Nun, on which I was abſo- 
lutely bent. How little do Women, at the Age I 
then was, know themſelves ! how cautious ought 
they to be, when drove precipitately into any State 
of Life! Oftentimes their Weakneſs hurrics them 
into Extremes; a Love-Quarrel, the Inconſtarcy of 
an Admirer, miſleads their Mind, or rather Judg- 
ment. Thus intoxicated, a young Woman takes a 
Peſolution, and either marrics a Rival for whom ſhe 
Les no Rellſh, or becomes a Nun without a Voca- 
tion. And what's the Conſequence? The Cloud 
vaniſhes, ſhe comes to hertelf, and looks back with 
Horror on the Step ſhe has taken, the State in which 
* is engaged; Grief and "rears the only Remedy 

- Death is called upon, but to Youth its Ap- 
proaches are but flow, and is a thouſand Times un- 
dergone before it comes. Theſe Reflections are 
pardona: le; I virite for my own Sex, as I declared 


from the 32 ginn ing, a and cannot too much inculcate, 
55 at e 0 LEA to be their only Aim; where this 
e Caſe, they run none of thoſe Hazards I men- 


ton 3 it preſerves them, becauſe it never expoſes its 
1. ollowers. 

St. Fal was too 210 vous mot to fly at my Summons, 
The Moment he appear'd : „ Come, my Lord (fail 
I) „crown the Work you We begun; you are the 
„only Peri: an [ rely upon. May I flatter rayſe't I ar 
« not deceiv'd?” Can you queſtion my Sincerity! 
(replied ke with an Air that prov'd it) Speak, 
charming u, nothing appears impoſſible to the 
« Zeal! J have for your Service. Would you have me 
« overtake the Margue/c, reproach him for his In- 

« juſtice, force him No (anſwer'd I, with 
greater Tranquility than he cculd expect) “ your 
„ Kinſ{m.an's Eyes wy open'd, Love had blinded 
« him; he roy fees the great Diſtance between 8 
1 9 0 
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« he bluſhes at his own Weakneſs, and will atone 
“for it by abandoning me. He is too dear for me 
« to blame his Peha our, which needs not have 
« been {o harſh, but I reſpe& even his Severities. 
« Let us ſay no more on this Subject, dear Count 
(continued I, unable to reſtrain my Tears) “ thoſe 
« happy Moments, wherein I indulged fo flattering 
« an Illuſion, muſt be forgot, and Amends made by 
% a more regular Conduct, for the Sallies into which 
a focliſh Paſſion hurried me. My Deſign is to 
« throw myſelf into a Convent, and there, in the 
% lowelt Station, humble that Vanity I have tco 
« much encour:ged ; Heaven, in pity of my Youth, 
« I may fay Innocence, will give me Strength to 
« break through my Bonds; my conſtant Prayer 
„will be, to free my Heart from the Image too 
« deeply engraved there; my Tears, continually 
« pour'd out before its Altars, will prevail perhaps, 
« and ohtain for me that Peace, from which at pre 
« ſent, I am, alas! much cftrangec.” 

This was utter'd with ſuch abundance of Tears, 
that the compaſſionate Cr. Ful was moved to ſympa- 
tze with me. After repeating how large a Share 
he bore in my Afflictien, he remonſtrated in the molt 
lively Manner, how uureafonable ſnch a Conduct 
would be, and the Danger 1 frould incur of be- 
ing miſerable for Late. He arifu] ly inſinuated, ſuch 
a State did not ſuit my 'Temper, that I ſhou!d no 
ſooner make my Vows, but Deſpair would be the 
Conſequence. He drew a lively Picture cf a Nun 
without a Vocation, emphatically pointed out the 
Tortures ariſing from a Liſtaſte to her Way of Life, 
her Subjection and Humiliation encregſing every 
Day; he even introduced the Articl- 2: Salvation, 
and ſeem'd to doubt it, after ſo much! ns employs 
to ſecure it: in fine, he talk'd like one mipira, 
and if he did not ſhake my Reſolution, he give me 
at leaſt great Uneaſineſs. 

Se. Fal had his Motives for exerting himſcf a- 
gainſt my Retreat; he ſtil had Hopes, witc 1 made 
it natural enough. From the Ve: 15 ons and I. 78 
he had repreſented, he turn'd to a Propaial of a 2 99" 
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dle State, a kind of Retreat without renouncing the 
World cutire'y. * Why ſhould any one (faid he) be- 
come a Sve, that may live in a State of Indepen- 
dence? A Cloiſter is a ſure Refuge for Perſons that 
re timorous, or liable to trip; they are highly to 
be commended for ſhutting themſelves up, and 
ting off al! Occaſions of Sin. But you, charm- 
* Jenny, Whoſe Miad is form'd, and whoſe Mo- 
rals are the Dictates of the ſtricteſt Virtue, - to what 
purpoſe ſhou'd you arm yourſelf againſt imaginary 
angers, and iay a Conſtraiat on a Temper never 
deſian'd to be buried in a Convent? At preſent 1 vou 


4 
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have an irkſome Difreliſh for the World: Well, 
make yourſelf caſy; but don't irrevocahly renounce 

left fo kafly a Determination ſ:ould change, 
and then you need not repent in vain. No bo iy 
© can hiader you from [vin retired : Go to another 
© Part, y:u nec cnly pretend a Journ cy, take a 
6 borrow qd Name, 3 And 00 Oompan, : my Dy. n 
X Accord, 111 hab; h 44h ſelf f m you * t "EMmeEnt, 
tho”. never ſo inv tg by vour Preſence, How do 
« you know, lovely J iy, but in a little time, the 
6 N19. „ dilroyering bis on. 
« and T Ac {t at your 
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n In1uftice, may come 
and. 1 Feet. — A} cho he 
« ſhou'd change his Mid (replied I 'nterropting) 

an! ſhould return, br ever vill belg'd more a Nan 
88 ca Able of ſuſ eSdting me. No, Count, 


v. 
e e! 0 ve the [nor te, even more then mv Lye, 
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in vain went he icck to ſce me zan. Ire 
de peat it, notti g can alter my Mind on this Ar- 
« ticle; my Relation is fix'd,, and the World ſhall 
not ſhake i:.“ 

Initead of contradicting me, Sr. Fal ſeem'd to come 
into my Meaſurcs; he agreed v ith me, that his Kinſ- 
man defcrved I ſhould at dich ReGlution * ſtill 
inſiſted on tie Manner of regulating m) Con nduct ia 
leaving him. © Your Imagination, charraing Joy, 
* (faid he) is lively, and your Heart las too much 
of the ſame Quality, to rem: in in a State of Iudif- 
4 fe:ence, 11 could ſu pole ſuch a Th ling, aſtef ſo 
tender a Paſſion; your Heart Will carry the 2 Day, 
it's made for Love, and will alwavs love, Would 
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to Heaven, in changing its Object, it may be re- 
member'd that you have an Admirer.'—The Cunt 
was doubtleſs going to ipeak of himſelf, when my 
Aunt lighted a Perſon into the Room, which I Fre- 
ently knew to be the young Date. Pray Madam 

« (faid ſhe) don't be angry; I refus'd to let his High- 
« neſs (for ſo ſhe ſtiled all that were richly drets'd) 
« come up, but he ſaid he mutt ſpeak with you about 

* Buſineſs, that would admit ct no Delay.” 1 roſe 
to receive this Viſit, unſt aſonable as it vas; my Fycs 
ſhew'd plainly 1 had been crying. * Good God! 
(cried the Dude, placing me in my Chair) are you 
already a n er with we Attair which brought 
me hither ? By the "I roubt: vou are in, I have no 
Room to doubt it. Dut really, Madam, you need 
not be very uneaſy; you have J riends who will 
give convincing Froots of their Regard, Do not 
* Queſtion it, Madam; S-. Fal knows how ear; aekly 
6 1 promote the Intereſts I have once elpous'd,” 

Tits Diſcourſe ſurpriz'd me. What can poſſib! 
have happen'd, faid 1 to myſelt, that requires Affi! 4 
ance? I hid my Perplexity as much as poſlible; I 
durſt not own my le norance, left the Duke ſhould 
enquire the Cccrtion of my Tears. [ employ'd 
Stratavem, beſceching him to relate the Aflair, as if 
I had heard nothing ct it, at by putting the ſeveral 
Accounts together, I might the better judge what 
was to be done. It's 4 rise, (ian he) and gught 
not to alarm you; jus Ajtwurs are frequent here, 
* and a proper 'I urn wilt fet all to rights. It's true, 
tlie Affair, upon fecond '1ÞEougats, might prove 
* tro ubtciome to auy ore clic, Madam ; but this is 
not the Cato, there will be noching got by moloſting 
« you; ſer ry Mau. of L.A St. Ta and I, are not 
« Peri. nee was r any Lai of that Mature. I'll lay 
© a M aver the Cor ig of. the hme Opinion. 

All why hat) y to encerewvie e . and 
ral ie by Cuiz)h{:ty 3 Se. Fal, who tw wt at I would 


be ar, and vat: intimate Friend of the {Z::#e's, pur- 
tu C 144 1 RO 15 ' 1 1 ald d nim, it be had . de 
an Ont to pernuxkx me, ia aiag 120. wait ſo long 
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eating himſelf) © but I judg'd it proper to put the 


Ld 


* Lady in good Heart: this is the Fact; others may 
have related it differently, but what I am going to 
ſay may be depended on, I have it from the Foun- 
tain Head, 

About two Hours ago, a Woman, much about 
your Age, tho' not ſo handſome, follow'd by a 
Man, ſent your Name in to me juſt as Dinner was 
over. [I had Company with me, but imagining 
it muſt have been you, Madam, I roſe immediate- 
ly from Table to receive you; how was I ſurpris'd 
to find myſelf miſla ken! You are not the only one, 
ſaid this Counte/s des Roches, that have 2xprefs' d their 
Aſtoniſhment at ſeeing me; your Prejudice in Fa- 
vour of a Woman, who, upon what Account I know 
not, has taken my Name, mates you wonder that 
I ſhou!d diſpute that Title wich her, and complain 
that ſhe has very gravely given my Huſband out for 
d:ad, whom I have bro: ignt to wait on you, and 
on that Conſideration has recei wo ſome Favours 
from the Court. You may imagine Tony Ithe 


Due) * how much I was ſurpriied at this Preamble 


£ 


* 


Good God, f::d Ito the Woman, you Nele me 
very much! I am at a Loſs wliat to think of the 
Confidence you ſhow, in addreſſing yourſelf to me 
under the ! Name of a Perſon for whom I have a 
great Reſpe&, and know perfeclly Well. Uo 11 this 
the Count "te $ Neck ftpolce, and in a polite Manner 
told me, he d. not doubt but the Perton, for whom 
I intereted myſelt, was of the ſame Name, and that 
in the King's Armies there were ſeveral more ; but 
what moſt turpriz'd him was, that thou Zh he piov'd 
himſelf, by a perſonal Appearance, to be alive, 
People would have him to be dead, at leaft till an 
Account could be had from his Regiment, to which 
Letters had been lent, as he was informed, in order 
to diſcuſs the Aﬀacr; in the mean Ie, he was 
given o underſtand, that his Commiſſion was diſ- 
pos'd of, and that though what he aftirm'd ſhould 
prove true, yet, without great Diſiculty, Things 
could not be alter'd. The Count added, that he 
was the more incens'd againk the Perſon wh o had 

play d 
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play'd him this Trick, for that he came to Court m 
order to ſollicit a Gratification, which he had Oc- 
« caſion for, being obliged to drink the Waters, bat 
could not now hope to ſucceed, ſince ſuch a Favour 
* had been granted to another Parties, He conclud- 
ed with beſeeching me not to take it ill, if he ap- 
plied himſelf to the War- Office, which he had not 
as vet done, knowing I intereſted myſelf in Favour 
of the fictitious or real Counte/+ des Roches : z offering 
« at the ſame Time to deſiſt, if I had Reaſons for the 
* Adventure's not being talk'd of, being aſſur'd my 
Intereſt could eaſily prevent his being a Sufferer in 
the Affair.“ 

While the Duke was giving this Detail, St. Fal bi: 
his Nails, and ſeem'd to be in a deep Study. For 
my Part I was all in a Maze, and fancied nobody 


SE Mo A 


ever met with fac! extraordinary Adventures except 


myſelf. The Due continued his Diſcourſe in the 
following Manner. 

* You cannot queſtion, Madam, (faid he, looking 
bcdfaſtly on me) * but his Requett perpiex'd me very 

much. I thought my Anſwer would be of ſuch 
« Conſequence, that it would be proper to defer it 
till To-morrow. The Officer retir'd, proteiling to 
* obſerve my Commands ; and I am come, Madam, 
to know how vou would have we behave in the 
Affair. Ridiculous it is, I own bet we ſhall be 
oblig'd to prove at the Offio: © that no Fraud bas 
© been employ'd, and that tho' the Gentleman and 
* his Wife are of the fame Name, you are ſtill the 
Perſon I ſpecified in the Memorial prefented in yoar 
« Behalf, To put the Thing paſt Dupute, all you 
* have to do, is to give in the Place where your 
* Huſband died, that Enquiry may be made, nl you 
6 acknowledg'd the real Wi icy of the Count d. 
« Roches." 

St. Fal, who percciv'd the Anvicty into which this 
Diſcourſe plung'd me, and of K hic h, in I ruth, he 
was the Cauſe for want of Fe; cht, an! 'verd in a 
bantering Tone, which much w_ 112d me, that 
«« the Affair would be ſoon clcar'd king that tlils 
* Count and Counieſi des Roches were in all Probabi- 
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* licy Impoſtors, who deſign'd by their Contrivance 
* to pick ſome body's Pocket, and that in two 
« Hours Time I could bring ſutficient Proofs who I 
« was ; but, at preſent urgent Buſineſs, though, out 
% of good Breeding, 1 did not tell him as "mack, 
66 oblig'd me 10 go out.“ Good God! (cried the 
Dune, interruf ting him) © the Lady is much to blame, 
« if the uſes the leaſt gong. with me; ſhe knows 
LI am entirely devoted to her, and ſhould be ex- 
* tremely concern'd tn lay the leait Reftramt on her; 
* on the contr ary, I ihouid think ravielt very nappy 
if {he took the Freedom to rec! gute iceing me, as of- 
ten as | am unſeat * in my Vit 1 judged 
from what Sr. Ful ſtid, that he uſed this Contrivance 
in order to talk with me alone; upon this Iſcconded 
him in a very polite Manner, that the Due might 
not imagine I was at a Loſs, He came immediately 
to a Retol: wo Mm, and went away with the C:nt, who 
ſet him the Examnole, giving me a Wink that he would 
be with mc be meviately ; in fine, I was leſt alone, if 
one may be | Ic to be fo with a hundred Reticcions, 
ore more vexatious than another 
So mony Croſſes, without Int ine overehelm- 
ed me to that Degree, that I was _ ſtupined. 
St. Ful re turn'd as my Fears be gan to nd a; alia ge. 
It Wits high Time, being al! oll cho: V4 54, Jam 
come, lovely um, (cried the Court) to ſhe-w my 
« Grief at yo! ww Feet, for What my lin nge has 
6 o:cafion'd I never imagin'd ſuch a Ce oll be 
* male of it, as I find, by the Dude, ha; been song; 
4 had] Known what he was about, hun c fo:hivited 
that untucky Gratication, 1 thovid kave preveut- 
ed his go Intention, and furvicen- the Conſe- 
6 quences.” -..** The Rlichief ie done (anſeer'd J, 
obliging him1o 115) u you are war 16 the Cai, 
% than tut col Le inyialuch pues me ; hut our 
vY Jiri 15 105 Pre 141 to 6e chro VN 4X: * n this 
„ NManusr. You te tere ute a hundred Reatons to 
one er my making oft; give me this ht Nia. E of 
% your Friendihip, rot to forſake me tilt Tam ſettlad 
% in a Rlonaitery.“ I u am ready to ovcy your (re- 
plied &. Fal with a Sigh) © butif you won be 
« ruled 
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ruled by me (and you ought, conſidering the Per- 
plexity you are in) © PII place you fo as to be ſecure 
« ſrtum al! Alarms, or at leaſt have the Satisfaction of 
c bell your own Miſtreſs.“ I exclaim'd bitterly a. 

gain! is Propoſal, telling him, “that the fad Ex- 
6+ __ ace I had hitherto had, of being left to my- 
« ſelt, yrevented my making a ſecond I Tial, perhaps 
« more fatal than the firſt.” 

©, Fal oppos'd my Reſolution but faintly ; he re- 
mWondrated however, that till a Convent was pitch'd 
upon, Ig uſt retire fomewhere. Thus I thought rea- 
ſ{crable cr.cugh, ard the more, as he obſerv'd t me, 
that till i twok the Veil, I ſhould be upon the Foot- 
ing of a Pamioner, and that my Ee, ch he 
we take care ſhould be brought, would be a Cre- 
dit to me, and procure me a more favourable Re- 
ception, How great a Maſter was this amiable 
Friend in the Art of Perſuaſion! He intereſted my 
Vanity, and fixed my Eye imperceptibly on the Ad- 
vantzg2s = Perion r:cerves who comes well equip'd 
to a R I's true, theſe Things made no 
very deep Impreſſion, yet they had their Effect. 
pride will always exert itſelf, no Age nor Character 
is Proof agai;ſt it, and Fperience teaches us, that 
through Oſtentation it will ſubſiſt in the Grave it- 
ſelf. 

Our Conſultation liſted 2n Hour, when *twas re- 
foived I ſhov!d not TO away t the next Morning ; 5 
end in crder to deccive h G-:-val, whom we had 
21 the reaſon as the World miſtruſt, we agreed 
S., Fall ſhould te!) Fer, that being too much ftrait- 
en'd for Ro m, I 1 tgben allen that was empty, 
and f. ould furiith it Cite lun my Reception. We 
tick his Precatmiop, un in Eer F- t en e 
vun the old 2 4, the thovld give him ſome 
Ligbt, that uculd put him vpon his Guard, in cafe 
he diſſcnibled with me. I eculd not ſorbear ſuſpect- 
ing as much. I (und reg in his Exes, every Time 
he lcok'd at me. u ret Defen, uGbieh never farlPd 
ei tiaking me unc ay. To ! > a Mama and fubtle, 
is much the fame. imp licity 15 dom tors d after 
iwenty: Nay, Thirtsen bas pro uced as arttul Wo- 
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men as ever Thirty did: Eut no more of that, I may 
perhaps be miſtaken with the reſt of the World; 
where Reputation is concern'd, too much Precaution 

cannot be employ*d. It Prejudice is too haſty, Equity 
ought to ſuſpend the Sentence, till a rigorous Exa- 
men be made. 

Every Thing concerted was put in Execution. 
The Furniture was taken down early next Morn- 
ing; but, inſtead of ſending it to tue Place inti- 
mated to la Gereval, one of the Cœunt's Servants 
convey'd it to Paris, on Carriages hired for that 
n 

About an Hour before my Departure I ſent for 
Meliccurt, and acquainted him with my Journey, and 
the Motives which induced me to undertake it, pro- 
miſing to write a Direction to him as ſoon as 1 was 
fix d, that he might find me out. He was ſenſible of 
my Regard, and aſſured me, that at his Return he 
would not fail to wait on me. He inform'd me, his 
Affairs were in a fair Way, and that before the End 
of the Month he hoped Sz. Agnes would be releas'd 
from her Vows. I congratulated with him very ſin- 
cerely on the Occafion, and told him, I intended to 
write to that dear Friend, as ſoon as my Troubles 
would permit, begging, that in the mean Time he 
would inform her, nobody had a greater Value for her 
than my ſelf. 

Secret Undertakings are generally attended with 
diſagreeable Accidents. I was got into a Poſt-Chaiſe 
provided by St. Fal, in order to join him, for he ſet 
out firit, and was thanking Heaven that I had made 
my Eſcape without any Obſtacle; when, turning to- 
wards the great Alley, I paſs'd cloſe by the old Mar- 
gueſs, who was coming in his Coach from Paris. 1 
turn'd pale at the Sight of him, being convinced he 
knew me by his earneſt Look, and a Smile. What he 
diſcover'd in my Countenance I knew not. I preſent- 
ly loſt Sight ot him. My Chaiſe went at a great Rate, 


and I flatter'd myſelf that my Fear was the worſt of 


the Adventure. 


As thort as my Journey was, it afforded Time for 
Reflections; I began, through Cuſtom, to bear much 


better 


ered 


as . wenn TD 
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better the continual Croſſes which befell me, than 
the Margque/5's Inconſtancy. He no longer loves me, 
cry'd I to myſelf, he abandons me to my own Det- 
tiny. Fatal Paſſion! why did I ſuffer thee to gain fo 
cruel a Sway in my Breaſt ? Why cannot I tear it from 
me? I am told I was made for Love, why then can 
I not reward the Aſſiduity of the politeſt and moſt cm- 
plaiſant Man in the World? Purſuing this Thought, 
Self- Love made me reflect how happy I ſhould be, 
if I could bring myſelf to do ſuſtice to the Court's 
Merit; I repreſented him to my ſelf with chat ealy 
gencrous Air, with which the Serv;ces he did me 
were accompanied; his agrecable and engaging Per- 
ſon was not forgot; I could not but admir his Di- 
intereſtedneſs and noble Behaviour; a Sigh enſucd ; 
methought I endeavour'd to periuade my ſelf to do 
him Juſtice. When I drew a Parallel! between him and 
the Margucſi, the one ſcem'd an ungratetual, the other 
a tender and conitant Lover. Such were my Ii houzhta 
when he appear'd at the End of the Cours, where he 
waited for me in a Livery Coach, a Precaution he uſed 
to prevent the Place, to which I was going, trom be- 
igg diſcover'd. 

I was fo taken up with the Notions juſt now men- 
toned, that I receiv'd him with a far different Coun- 
tenance than formerly; my Expreſſions even excced- 
ed what he uſually met with from me. His Bchavi- 
our, inſtead of making me ſenſible of my giving a 
Handle to it, plung'd me deeper into the Illuſion, 
which roſe from my troubled Mind. I talked of the 
Apartment he had hired for me, as familiarly as if 
he was my entire Confident. He inform'd me, that 
till the Furniture for a handſome Apartment was 
fitted up, I mult go into an Hotel ready furniih'd, 
where 1 ſhould be commodiouſly ſituated. I thanx'd 
him in the moſt obliging Manner, for the Pains he 
had taken in ſerving me. Alas! this was Cruelty. 
My Carriage ſerv'd only to renew the Wound, the 
Caprice of Love, rather than my Charms, had made 
in his Heart, and which Reaſon perhaps might 
have heal'd in Time. The Spouſe, dearer to me 
than Life, excuſes this generous Pity. Can any 

one 
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one refuſe it, to a Perſon whoſe Conduct truly de- 
ſerv'd it? 
The Cent and I ſupp'd together; I was very 
chearful, and he overjgy'd to TY " * great a 
Change. He aft rward own'd, that tbe A pprehen- 
ſion he had of my making a Trial of bis Acderation 
and Seutimerts, in order to come to a Reſolution 
avout tir Mcnatery, if he had betray'd any Eager- 
neſs, alone reſſrined bim twenty Times from 
throwing hint at my Feet to expreſs the Tranſ- 
orts . receiv from my Com. lailance. How re- 
fin'd was ſuch an A pprehs non! how much it en- 
cruas'd my Hſteem! Few Men are fo reſerv'd; and 
that Woman i: happy, who makes a Friendſhip with 
ſuch. 

The next Day Se. Fal conducted me to my Apart- 
ment, conſiſtirg of four Rooms. My Chamber was 
fo well adorn'd, and fo different from what I had at 
Frſits, that I fearce knew the Furniture again: I 
could not forbear blaming che Count for this additio- 

nal Exypence ; he excus'd himſelf, ſaying he had not 
ordet'd it, but s! it was only the remaining Part 
of the Furniture, which my Lodging at Verſaifs: 
could not * His Apologics were always ſo 
har:dſeomly turn'd, whenever I found Fault, that 1 
was ſometimes vex'd at myſelf when at a Loſs for a 
Reply. Such is the Advant age of Wit, and no 
{mall Share of it is requir'd to pre; ent the Mortifica- 
tion of making Acknov/ledgniënts ;. tis is to cblige 
d _ 
. Fa ' paſyd a Part of this Day too with me; he 
bude nimſelf in e 19 to me the Titles of ſe- 
veral new Books with which he hal aug mented my 


Library, and adviſed me to read, in order, he far, 
to divert my 'Thoug hts, Er better to enalle me to 
judge ccoly on wh a . „ be done. lie named 


ſ-veral much in V gue, 8 oſteem'd by all Ferſons 
of Ta ſte: Soy . ral Pamnillets which feeni'd 
r.ew, the Title of one Piece Hruck we, and engao'4 
m Carole 73 1 enquir'd if the Hiitory,. under 1. 
T ule of the Pay. n Parvtun, Was fititions or ret. 
I cannot ſay any thing poſitive as to that (rell 
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3 Gs 
St. Fal) oftent' mes the Herocs of fuch Adventures 
« never. exifted hut in the Author's Imagination; 
s neverthelels, as totle Bodk in (Veſtion, it may 
© be matter of Fact, or at leaſt an artful Criticiſm 
on {ome one who have mage tivir own Fortune: 
my ds Nate 0 
* Many ſuch there aro, chu ming Jenny, and among 
them, fome who ove tinctir Eievation as much to 
tl ir Virtue, as to a _capricie''s Turn of Events. 
But, without entering into a Detail of too great 
, 4 * * R 9 8 = 
© a Length, and too ictious a Nature at preſer t, [ 
© may veniuir! to affirm, the reading of ſuch Books 
. ＋ REY * 10 1 3 1 R F . o i \ * 1 
« 15 Uſc;ul, init uctmy, an! proper to form the Mind. 
* PT heir 1 * Ay bly inte eted 1 din. 
Beſides, being una oidably intetented in reading 
ſuch amuling Paſſiges, Truths are Hequentiy met 
1 LEE bY po SPIT | [ „ 
« with, which Perſons would nit take the Trouble 
© to dive into, wire they tor with Art and Delicacy 
5 0 1) 2 1 F : " * a * : * 
© thrown in tier Way. Fro L. „ prehious not only 
233 C „ 
: ple: ie, bat lead to an 41.1tcition of tio Virtues pro- 
« poſed as a Noel; a Net. ou of intructirg eften 
[4 * id TY de and. * % es» Y? 14 3 3 
CTIOWTN C Kain YU * me . OF et) mii) \ of | l, en it 1 Mus 
* 101; e:mes cd the Was LG. A Vioratity i | mne 4 acc? 
4 *% — , * ' . * 1 ba . 
* Co.tequirce. To correct Mankind by amulingy 
P 1 =4Y 
* them, is cert: inly, the mol agrecahle Means, and 
89 0 1 >. 0 * . 
* wich: ſeldom fil; the Mind, independent as it 
is, revo.ts againit the LHarfliuet of Igid Maxim, 
* 
and may be compared, lovc:y er: to tne Heart, 
» which repines when under the Ce nraine Of ini 
« perious Laws: whereas Mittcls ard Adarets are 
* 1 . * 0 . 
* {ure to prevail; Happy are the who have attain'd 
' 5 5 30 ” 
6 tne A 4 
140 1 | Cp . Es 3 . 
V\ it * Fl Was lic d run P- $4.4 * U tuen d { N 
] * 4 ' } » "1 
. tile Parent „ Wen ee eas ie nt. 
* , . hk 1 , 5 = 
Hage, and was charm'd.-with the Stile, and the f1:i- 
7 R717 0 922 * \ „ * 1e » » *Y ] * 
Zu at Wanner with which tue Autor U. vs Oben the 
deep (| Rece:Þcs of the Heart. I his: shred A- 
muſement al ed til duoper-time: nirfroviut be 
1 1 
th En guitte 4 't, 1 ad not Bai . 4 * int =£1 1 (| T1 2 N*3 * 
late it Was. the Cunt, M ho w: * NO moe tired nan 
my ty took Ile «aQV..NTUgE « 1 SO humour, 
and aſk 'd T.cave to fiav Supper. a Favour I could 
IO revail In my ſelf LO reiuie; not but I Kue 
Very. Well. it was breaking a te into the 
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ſtrict Rules of Decency, While the Cloth was lay- 
ing, he aſk'd me if he was fo unſo rtunate as to be 
troubleſom- , or herds I hall fo little Co::kidence 
© in him, a not to talk of what was a: e 12 
© me?” I muſt own the IR punaled me 0 


4 NAN 12, the Drift of 1 The Count u: rein 
at à Los in krewing my "Thou: hee, Non are 
© mae beyond eG 7 Xs Mm (aid he ſeiing my 
Haud in a rte iu mazr ;). two Daz 1 have 
menos d the Chizas n your Conve tion, with- 
© Qut orce ge. tin ang the Marques. SAYING this, 


tne artfal S:. Pot ſook'd earneitly at me; endeavour- 


140 


1; g. me thou: ht, to ſoun id my Heart, and the TE d: {- 


cover vhether I was really indifferent in regard of 
the Alurgacſi, or out of Reſentment 01 ily forbore ta 


ſneak of him. My Colour came, + Heart repre- 
ſented the ungraterul Man with all hi. Charms, and 
all his Cruelty. 4 How barbarous are you! (an- 


ſwer'd I with an Air of Trouble) © why ſhould you 
Cc remind me of a Man I am deſirous, you know, to 
“ forget? What Pleaſure can you {ind in pl lunging 
« me again into Reffections, it has coſt ſo dear o 
« tear from my Breaſt? Why would you have me 
& think on the Margucſi? Does he {ti!l remember 
«© me? No, no, dear Ccunt (continued I with ſome 
Emotion) “ there is not the leaſt Appearance of it 
de he goes away without ſceing me, without giving 
« me the leaſt Hopes of his Return; he bids me 
„% Farewell for ever Ah! it's too plain, I am 
„ now as indifferent to him, as ever I was dear. 
« Alas! perhaps at this very Inſtant he offers his 
«© Addreſſes to another, and vows an eternal Con- 
« ſiancy* That S., tlat Alas, (cried 57. 
Fal, in n me, to prevent my giving way to 
Griet)”* informs me of what I wanted to know. 

Les, Jem y, you are more in Love than you ima- 
« ine. The Mar que/s will be ever dear, and his 
« Kinſman wretched, You have pronounced my 
Sentence, I revere it, and before eight Days are 
over, will give you convincing Proofs that my 
* Paſſion for you ſurpaſſt 2s chat of yours for the Ma- 


gucſi, which is in reality ſaying a great deal. 
What 


* 


* 
* 
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Wat the Cen aid. 2 deep Impreſſion. 
& What I | 1131 „ in fo ſhort a 
e ']J 1a@:! a4 | de e 
«& Willi the N af your 
ten ler Aiοn f le) 
© yOu on thy | * 
Words reg: ORF -1 
ment (adacd l. with Ai. 27h 
© inform you, unless I here your 1, 2m! 

6 think ot the 74. 1ailcry, YOu Na, 10 iu! N P 
6 after IIy Return.“ 55 tlow ! (cried 1) V1 | 52 L 4 15 
« and leave me before you have ſettled me in a 
4 Convent?“ How ob!'ving (replied g:. Ia with 
a Sigh) would that Fear be in other Circum- 
« ftances ! „Ah, Count; 3 ede) how can 


« you delight in humtling me? Can yon doubt of 
« the Friendſhip J have for you, which Lone you, 
and of which you arc 0 wortay't but talt : not a 
« Pleaſure in giving me theſe Alarms. What jo1 

% ney do you deſign? what Myttery is this, which 
« 1s not to be clear'd up Sit upon Conc'ition 2 In 
«© the Name of Goodnels, keen me no longer in 


. 
4 
— 


« Suſpenſe.. Well! eh arming y, 1 mult 
ſpeak then, (ſaid Sr. Fal lifting vp his Ives :) My 
Duty calls me to the Army, v. ee 1 ought ta have 
been ſome Days before, but could n prevail on 
myſelf to leave you ſurrounded wich Verations 
© and Troubles. The Myitery is, I ſhall ſee the 
Margucſi, and in eight Days you may pofibly hear 
* of im. That's the Riddle. I am too well ac- 
* quainted with my Couſin's Character, to doubt, 
that when he knows you are at a Diftance from 
the Duke, and reflects on the Iniuttice of his own 
* Suſpicions, he will expire through Regret tor his 
Behaviour towards you; I dare venture to affirm 
it. Conſider, whether ſuch a Reflection is agree- 
able to me, or that upon it I can leave you "with 
a ſerene Mind.” 

How great 1s the Force of Love in a Heart that 
is prepoſſeſs d! No ſooner had the Count given me 
Hopes of being {till belov'd, and that the Margue/s 
might perhaps return again; my diſturb'd Mind 
Was 


* 


LY 
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was no ſooner ſtruck with the charming Uuſion, 
but I imbib'd without meaſure the Swectneſs of uch 
a flattering Idea, I was no longer uncaſy at his 
intended Departure, which deore 1 ſcem'd to up ore- 
hend; my Tbonehts, outitripping the Poſt, curry 
St. Fal in twency four Hours to the Army, bring 
him and the Margre/s together, o erhear their Dif- 
courſe, are W üünelles of my Lover's Repentance, and 
grant his Pardon before hie ſues for it. Supper beli.s 
ſerv'd up, very opportunely interrupted a Conver- 
ſation which began to give me Lain. S/. Fah, al- 
ways complatiant, always reinedly pointe, pretend- 
ed not to obſerve what he tov plain: y percerv'd ; he 
entertain'd me with the Plcotuce he propos'd to him- 
ſelf from my Letters, ſince he had, he ſaid, my 
Leave to write to me, and was in hopes of my An- 
ſwers. Ile avoided mentioning the Margeels ; but 
a Moment before, he was blamed for recailing him 
to my Mind, a hereas now, if I had pose m Jen— 
timents, I ſhould have quarrell'd wich him to; b. 2 6 
%o ready to obey me, Cruel Love! Fatal Taft: 
how doſt thou diſorder a Heart too Wenk and {1 ble 
to reſiſt thy Power? That very Iaſtant I was iggil- 
ferent, and had not for two Pas mention'd my 
Lover, and this wi:hout the leatt Conftraint, b-cauic 
thought him grown indifferent hunſelt, Hope r- 
vives me, I beiizve he ſtill loves me, and on that 
Account would tali continually of him. May not 
this be truly wed Caprice? Do not the Mind 2 
Heart centiibute ther Share in theſe Diſorders oi 
tel udgment! ? Can amy one wonder after this, that 


O 1.1uch a Topic ck. a t:tory containing Variety or 


Events has been built? Alas! were Jourua! s taken 


5 

ot the Errors of the Heart and Mind, there would 
be little Rom in Libraries for any other Subject; 
it vere to be hoped, they would be nneiy toucii'd 
ofter the Manner in which M. de Crebii{zu has wrou;. 
„is Capris of the Heart aud Mid; nor can it he 
denied, how odd iovver it may ſcem, that — 
is the Of ping of Nature. Ihe Manner of! 
proving it. muſt be the Work of Art and Ser: it, 
Qualities 1arely found united. 


. 
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At 
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At laſt Sr. Fal took his Leave ; notwithſtanding 
his Endeavours to conceal his 'i'cars, I ſaw them 
trickle down ; this affected me very much, and en- 
gaged me to pive him all the Marks of Friendſhip 
poflible ; he was ſo well ſatisfied, that he repeated 
the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his Dita. and 
the Zeal he had to promote my Happineſs with the 
greateſt Sincerity. He was no ſooner gone, but L 
order'd him to be called back; I exaitcd of him, 
that he ſhould not make the leaſt ER::rt in my Fa- 
vour with regard to the Marqueſs, Notwichitanding 

Tenderneſs for him, my little Heart was net- 
. haughty as it was, it could not N Lie 
Offence without thew, ing a Reſentme The Ape 
prchenſion 1 was under left the Conn, in order ta 
ſerre me, ſhould take ſome Steps not #rrecable to & 
Vanity well grounded, made mc emily a very fin- 
gular Precaution 3 that I might not ve N 'd, in 

caſe my Lover return'd, L was determin'd his Paſſion 
ſhould be the only Motive. With this View I made 

Jal engage his Word of Honour, and promie 
to o inform me with the Sincerity of a Gentleman, of 
all that paſs'd in regard of me, without ſuppretling 
the leaſt Circumftance on any Motive w hat ever. 
Iiis Anſwer to this ſcem'd ſo ſincere, that 1 did not 
doubt of his acting according to my oh mr con- 


ſented on my Side to what Sc. Fal demanded, winch 
uMas, not to make anv Alteration in my Way 01 


Life till li- Return. It was with Difficulty chat 1 
agreed to it; I ſeemed to foreſee what was to haps 


pen. 


Ihe Day after the Departure of this amiable 


Lriend, | W215 APY 7 dejected. How t httul 13 


Solitude, after an agteeable Companion ! It was in 
vain to bave recourte to Work or Readirg, ever 

Ihiug was teJi>ue, and no Potlibliity of amaufin' 
meſcll. Half the Day was ſpent in Melancholy and 
Affliclion. My onl, 2 nfort was the Expectation. 
of heatiny won from th Army, and would wil. 
ingly, dad it been in my ps have abridg'd the 
Time, the ſooner to have that Hatista gion. Ihe 
pleaſing Ho; Pg ot ny Lover's Rsturn, wich whic I 
Vor. II. OD "on 
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the Count had flatter'd me, was continually preſent 
in my Mind. What! ſhall I behold him again ten- 
der and conſtant? ſaid I to myſelf as often as the 
Thought occur'd. Shall I have the Happineſs of 
hoping to be his ? One Moment I was in hopes, the 
next 1 deſpair'd; in a Word, I could not agree with 

myſelf, and when I ſeriouſly put the Queition, What 
do I think? I could make no Anſwer. Doubting, 
perplex'd;-I walk'd backwards and forwards, loo d 
through the Window, went from one Apartment 
to the other, and ſuffered more than if I had been 
employ'd in the moſt laborious Exerciſe. Where 
the Mind is oppreſs'd, the Zody undergoes a great 
deal. 

I ſupp'd and went to Bed very early, but it was 
in vain to cloſe my Eyes: twice I put out my Can- 
dle, and lighted it as often. In fine, not knc wing 
which way to turn myſelf, and quite ſpent, I rote 
to fetch a Book from my Library ; the firſt I met 
with was a Pamphlet the Coun! had brought the Day 
he ſet out, and, as he faid, much in Vogue. I car- 
ried this Book to Bed; in reading three or four 
Pages, I began to intereſt myſelf in Favour of the 
young Lady, whote Story is related; I was much 
affected, dreaded coming to an End of what was 
10 agrecalle. Jwade a Fauſe, my Fears ſoon re- 
garded new Objects. 1 loſt myſelt, if ] may be al- 
low'd the Expreflion, in Favour of the lovely Mari- 
aue; methought there was a near Reſemblance be- 
tween our Adventures. She found a Protectrice, 
tie Character ſhe gives of her exactly ſuited Madame 
ds G—Every Page furniſh'd Matter for Applica- 
tions; I ſtopp'd: Alas! faid I, this i; me; this 
Lover, ſo tender, is the Afarqgu;/s; Ciimal M. de 
G How different ſoever theſe Adventures were 
from mine, I was fo bent upon finding a Reſem- 
blance, that I ſtrain'd the Events, ad juſte d the Cha- 
raters, and even the Converſations did not eſ- 
cade me. 

Thus agreeably amus'd did I paſs a part of the 
Night, and continued reading till 1 had finiſhed the 
Sit Part. All I bad in the World, would have been 
the 
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the Purchaſe of the following ones. How charming 
an Author! “ cried I to myſelf, how happy ſhould 
I be in his Acquaintance ! It's impoſſible to write 
with ſo much Wit and Delicacy, and not be exceed- 
ing amiable in Converſation. From thence I con- 
fider'd the Advantages ariſing from Books. I found 
myſelf quite alter'd by the Amuſement I reap'd from 
ſo many different Paſſages. I reſolv'd on ſetting a- 
part a Time for reading; Life, ſaid I to myſelf, will 
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paſs aw ay more imperceptibly, and with leſs Regret. bi 15 
| Such agreeable Relief is more than I could have ex- „1A. 
E pected. Sleep, at laſt, cloſed theſe Reflections, and | K 1s 
5 I paſo'd the Night in a Manner which ſurpais'd my $14 
Expectations. q 1385 
3 4 At Ten in the Morning I was wak'd by a Wo- | { h 


' man's Voice, which was exquilitely fine, and whoſe 


; Melody and Sweetneſs was fo great, that I roſe on 
„ purpoſe to hear it the better. I preſently diſcover'd 
t | that the Perſon, who was Miftreſs cf ſo great a 
F--| Treaſure, lived in the Apartment over mine; the 
— Windows were open, and going to my own, [ could 
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r dittinguiſh the Words. Enchanted as 1 was with this j 
E Amuſement, [ could not think of dreiling, for fear bi 
hk of loſing the leaſt Part of this Regale, I was always *\ 
t5 extravagantly fond of Muſick, and to this Day it is 40 
&- | my favourite Diverſion. p 
— When the Singing ceas'd, I dreſs'd myſelf, and ff 
't= then gave Directions in the Houſe Affairs; I was no . 
— Novice in them conſidering my Age, and knew ſome- ; 
© | thing of Oeconomy. My Aunt, as honeſt as a Ser- i 
me | vant could be, yet was an entire Stranger in Parts. if 
a- | It's true my Experience was ſhort of hers 1n Things 10 
us of this Nature, nevertheleſs I acquitted myſelf to- 10 
de lerably well. | 
re. | Several Days paſs'd and nothing material occur'd ; 
n- had taken an entire Relith tor Reading, and found 1 
la- ſo much Relief from it, that my whole Time in a x 
ei- manner was ſpent in it. I foon went through all J. 
the modern Pieces; among the Authors which pleas'd $ 
the Wl me moſt, Mefeurs de Crebillon and de Marivanux 4 
the were chiefly diſtinguiſh'd. Had it been allowable f 
; * M. de MCA. j 
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for a young Woman to ſeek Acquaintances with 
Men, I ſhould infallibly have endeavour'd to draw 
ſuch agreeable Perſons to my Houſe; I envy'd the 
Happineſs of thoſe who enjoy'd their Converſation. 
Where a Book gains our Favour, the Author com- 
monly comes in for his Share : In a Word, Reading 
was a Refuge, and often a Pleaſure to me. By way 
of Variety, Mufick was ſometimes indulged. I had 
made an Acquaintance with the young Gentlewo- 
man who ſung ſo well, and whoſe Voice at the very 
firſt charm'd me ſo much. She was a Perſon of Fa- 
mily, about twenty two, of an infinite deal of Wit, 
and enticing Sweetneſs of Temper. She guns 
my Affections from the Beginning, and without en 
amining into her Conduct, I plac'd an entire Conii- 
dence in her. 

She dined with me almoſt daily; and when flic 
miſs'd, it was, as ſhe ſaid, that I might do her the 
i2me Favour. As to the remaining Part of the Day, 
we had neither of us taken it into our Head to pat 
it together, I lived ſo very retired, that pro bab!) 
me would not venture to propoſe going Abroad; or 
rather, ſhe did not think proper to interrupt her 
own Way of Life, to which I was an utter Stranger, 

— be grave with me, when ſhe might enjoy ſo 
ch Company; a Motive I had not been acquaint- 
ed with, but for an Adventure which befell me foon 
after, and taught me how imprudcnt a young Wo- 
man is who grows familiar with Strangers, particu- 
larly of her on Sex; otherwite-I might very ip no- 
cently bave been entangled in ſome dangerous En— 
gagements, without being able to extricate myſelf 
from them. What Hazards do young Women run 
when abandon'd to themſelves, and "how little da 
they know of the Snares which may be laid for them 
Without a large Share of Difcreticn, and this ſun- 
ported by the beſt Advice, they ſeldom eſcape the 
Ambuſhes prepared for their Ruin. Happily I did 
not buy this Experience too dear; but 1 fave lets 
Reaſon to thank my own Bitten tkin Heaven, 
which open'd my Eyes, and diſcovered the Danger 
to which I was expoſcd. 
Oue 
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One Evening when the Moon ſhone very bright 1 
went to the Window for the Benefit of the Air. 1 
began to reflect with great Anxiety on my not hear- 
ing from the Army; three Weeks were paſs'd with- 
out any News from the Cæant, though he had pro- 
mis'd to write on his Arrival. I was racking my 
Imagination, I ſay, to ind out the Cauſe of this 
Negl- ck, when Mademe;/ell: Funia, ſhe that ſung fo 
well, came into my Chamber, and af:'d me to ho- 
nour her with my Company at Supper; * I'm ex- 
« tremely dull to day (faid ſhe) ard I know nobody 
but yourſelf that can divert a Melancholy which 
* coverwhelms me without my being able to diſco- 
« ver the Reafon : Can you be fo cruel as to leave 
me in it?* The Diſpoſition I was in, ſo much re- 
ſembled what ſhe eſe, ibed, that I very chearfully 
accepted of her Propoſal. We'll be a ee. Tine 
« at Table, we'll fing, this perhaps may enſiven us 
* both, for you ſeem as grave as myielf. A little 
. Diſorder ſ:culd now and then be indulg' to keep 

our Spirits, and in my Opiaion (added ſhe) good 
Chart is of great Etheacy for that Pu. poſc. 1 
agreed to hat ſhe advance 4, and followed her with 

2 kind of Satisfactian at being diverted from my 
Ur eaſineſs; this drew a thouſand Acknowledgments 
from her in return for my Complaiſance. 

In effect, the Meal was ſprightly, which is not 
uſual betv/2en two Women. Faunia's ſparkling Turns 
of Wit made me laugh very heartily. Nevertheleſs, 
I could not ſincerely approve of ſome Expreſſions fhe 
let fail from Time to Jime; as cften as this hap- 
pen'd I look'd very grave; but ſhe banterd me, 
mimick'd my Countenance, and by that Means ob- 
lig'd me to quit it, rallying me for my Preciſeneſs. 
Are we not alone? (aid ſhe) nobody kears us; 
* and may we not, as we are Friends, and of the 
* ſame Se, make ourſelves am ends for the ſevere 
© Reſtraint in which we are educated, and which 
* Decency obliges us to obſerve ?* Mademoiſelle Ju- 
nia was certainly the moſt artful Creature in the 
World, as will appear by the following. Contrivance : 
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How much ought the Converſation of ſuck a Wo- 
man to be dreaded ! But to proceed. 

As ſhort as our Acquaintance was, ſhe might very 
well be convinced that I was virtuous: She never 
ſaw any Man with me; I lived at my Eaſe, and ſaid 
little of my own Affairs. All ſhe could imagine at 
moſt, was, that I was a young Widow well pro- 
vided for, and ſo much concern'd for the late Loſs of 
a beloved Hutband, that I avoided Company. I 
was one Day at Church with her, and it was no un- 
uſual I hing for me to be ſtared at. An Acquaint- 
ance of this Gentlewoman's was mightily ſmitten 
with me, and to be ſure had deſired to be introduced; 
to effect this, ſhe had for ſome Days paſt often pro- 
pos'd making a ſct at Quadrille in my Apartment. 
My Complaifance was a ſufficient Pretext, and natu- 
ral enough, but my Anſwer had been fo poſitive on 
the Subject, and I had fo plainly told her, that, ex- 


cepting herſelf, I would ſce no Company, that ſhe' 


did not dare purſue the Project. Her Contrivance 
to work her Ends will prefently appear. When 1 
iwilet on my narrow Eſcape, I tremble to this Day. 
Heaven inſpir'd me, as we ſhall fee. 

The artful Juma, who aimed to make me very 
giv, ply'd me frequently with a ſmall Muſcadine 
ne, which pleaſed me exccedingly. Notwith- 
finding my natural Temperance, I could not refrain 
from this bewitching Liquer. 7 Degrees I grew 
very cheerful, and at lait went ſo far as a Song, 
which I had never done in her Company before. 
Funia was ſo taken with the Sweetneſs of my Voice, 
or diſſemhled it fo well, that I was eafily perſuaded 
I] deferved the Praiſes ſhe beſtow'd on me. Really 
(aid ſhe) © a Perſon loſes a great deal that js a 
Stranger to ſo charming a Creature; and you are 
« certainly in the right to ſhun Men's Company, 
* ſince you have fo little Reliſh for them; otherwiſe 
* 


wich fo much Beauty and fo fine a Voice you would 

never be free from them, they would purſue you 
* every where, and weary you with their continual 
* Importunities.” 

[ anſwered her Gallantry, and was not behind 
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hand with her in Compliments. Well then (fail 
ſhe, ſtriking her Forehead) we'll divert ourſelves- 
* royally. Do you know I ama little maddiſh, and 
my Delight is to appear different from what I am ? 
+ | love to act the Man, and do it better than any 
* one. 
make love to you. I (continued ſhe) © and III 
lay a Wager you don't know me in my Diſguiſe.” 
I could not forbear laughing at this new Humour, 
and aſiured her, that whatever Shape ſhe appear'd 
in, ſhe would always be agrezable to me. We 
« will try that,” {aid ſhe. 
ſomebody knock'd ac the Door. Eh, good God! 
(cried ſhe) © who is this come to interrupt us? G0 
« ice (continued ſhe to her C hamhermaid) Lam not 
at Home to any body, but my Friend St. Clare. 
Her I'll admit of, ſhe is as mad as myſelf ; but as 
for any other, mum. 

This Order made me eaſy, I was apprehenſive of 
Company, for beſides that I was all undreſſed, I had 
laid it down as a Rule to ſee nobody. What Junia 
pretended to gueſs, came to paſs ; it was the Friend 
the —. ſhe was very agreeable, and we ſoon 
came acquainted. * Thou art come very ſeaſona- 
* bly (faid Junia] thou wilt partake of the Come- 
dy Lam going to act, and thalt judge as well as 
* the fair Widow.“ The Gentlewoman enquir'd 
very gravely what we were going to do, and being 
'ntormed, . You can't imagine (faid ſhe to me very 


 Joyfully) „ how diverting the is in Men's Clothes: 


„No, her Humour is beyond Expreſſion. About 
fix Months ago, ſhe was thus d:{guiſed in the 
Country, mace Love for three Days to a very 
pretty Womar, and managed her Addrefles to 
'« well, as to make a Conqueſt ; the unravelling of 
the Plot was excellent. The Country Gentlewo- 
man was fo diſappointed at the Metamorphoſis, 

that ſhe took to her Bed. She had always proteſted 
againſt Matrimony, but this mad Creature gave 
her ſuch a Hankering after it, that ſhe very fairiy 
took unto her.” This Story made me laugn 
heartily, and inclined me to judge by myſelf if ſhe 
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acted her Part fo well, as they pretended. I did not 
wait long, the Gentleman ſoon made his Appear- 
ance. 

He began with an eaſy Air, throwing himſelf 
ſometimes at my Feet, ſometimes at the Strangers, 
He wore a very handſome Maſs, a Precaution, I ima- 
gin'd, Furia had taken to make the Scene «pptar 
more natural, The Confidence I had in the Vit 
guiſe prevented my ſuſpecting any foul! Play. Be- 
eh, St. Clare confirmed me by her Example i in my 

Security. When I put the Maſk away in a ſerious 
Manner, he pretende d to reſent it, and revenge him- 
ſelf by preferring 8 St. Clare to me. All this appear- 
ed fo natural, that I was impoſed on for near an 
Flour, but at al began to miſtruſt ſometliing, 
When under pretence of addreſſing himſelf to the 
traacherous Sf. Clare, | could hear him ſay very 
didinctly; „ Ste 75 a lowly Creature; but contri v: 
„ lerne Aan of putiing an End ie the Comedy. 1 
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out as if I miſtruſted nothing, to vive no Sufn:cicr,) 


the Chambermaid conducted ne into a back Room ; 
there was a private Decor open'd from thence upon 


"the Stairs, which I knew, and immediately made 


my Efcape wich the utmoſt Precipitancy, thanking 
Heaven as I ran, for my Preſervation, with a fizin 
Reſolution to make no more Acquaintances of my 
own Head, and to break off all Correſpondence with 
ſo dangerous a Friend. 

I was ſcarce got down, but was purſued. Bar- 
bara, whom I prompted, ſaid, I was going to Bed, 
and had forbid her to let in any one. Turnra at the 
Door uſed all Endeavours to have it opened, but ! 
was not to be prevailed on; and {he returned hearti- 
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ly mortified, I believe, to be the Dupe of her own 
Plot. 

Nevertheleſs, inſtead of going to Bed, I watch'd 
at the Keyhole, to be aſcertain'd of what I ſuſpected: 
My Belief was, that Funia had ſubſtituted a Man in 
her Place, doubtleſs to give him an Opportunity of 
being acquainted. I was net miſtaken; I diſcern'd 
by the Light of a Flambeau, which a Servant car- 
ried, the Clothes of him who ated the ſuppoſed 
Part. He ſeem'd young and handſome, and was 
leading S-. Clare, who to be ſure was in the Secret, 
for they ſtopped oppoſite to my Door, and, by what 
I heard, I had Reaſon to think the Gentleman was 
much taken with me. This made me reſolve to be 
very circumſpect for the future againſt ſuch Adven- 
tures. However, this was not the laſt. 

The next Day Junia came to ſee me, but could 

not zet Admittance, and might plainly ſee I was ap- 
pri»'d of her intended Project. She wrote to me; 
her Letter was return'd unopened. She talk'd with 
my Aun:, and told her to inform me, that ſhe was 
much ſurpriſed, I ſhould quarrel with her on Ac- 
count of a harmleſs Frolick. All this was loft La- 
bour, and I was fo reſolute in my Conduct, that at 


laſt ſhe thought fit not to moleſt me any longer. 


But the Spark who had taken ſo much Pains, 
would not defiſt : the more Difficulty, the more ar- 
dent the Lover, as it uſually happens. He wrote 
I-tters, came to the Door in twenty differenc Dii- 
guiſes, without any Succeſs, I was always on my 
guzad in Perion, enen Barbara's Simplicity, 
and therefore it was no ea;v Matter to ſurpriſe me. 

Being at work one Da, in my Chamber, there 
was thrown in, doubtless trom Jua's Window, a 
Packet ſealed up, x lich being very heavy, fell with 
fome Noiie; I "ook it up, and found it directed for 
me; beſides a Letter inclos'd, as 1 imagin d. there 
was certainly a large Sum in Gold. I dlull'd, and 
knew not how to behave. What cou! dido? To 
carry it back myſelf to Junia, was what they aim'd 
at. If I fent it by my Aunt, they might either pre- 
tend J kept it, or take an Onperturuty ſome Days 
5 after 
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after to demand it, and under that Pretext force a 
Viſit upon me, which I endeavour'd ſo much to 
avoid. 

I ſpent above an Hour thinking on a thouſand dit- 
ferent Things, and at laſt came to a Refolution. I 
ſent Barbara to the Pariſh Church with a Letter to 
a diſcreet Curate, whoſe Probity was univerſally 
known: I beg'd the Favour of ſeeing him immedi- 
ately on an Affair of the laſt Conſequence. I did 
not in the leaſt doubt of his ſpeedy Compliance. 

My Aunt's Back was ſcarce turn'd, when I began 
to reflect on what I had done. I had always heard 
it laid down as a Maxim, that prudent Perſons ought 
never to give Men of a certain Cloth a Handle to 
meddle in their Affairs, there being often reaſon to 
repent it afterwards. It was natural to enquire 
who I was; my Youth, and the Charms I was flat- 
tered with, might occaſion Queſtions and Enquiries, 
And what Anſwer could I make? In owning the 
ruth, I might draw upon myſelf Exhortations and 
Remonſtrances. Befides, could I depend on being 
believed, and the Aſſeverations of my virtuous Di? 
poſi tion admitted? If I acknowledged who I was, I 
muſt expect no very favourable Interpretations to be 
paſſed on my ealy Circumſtances, and a ſuperior Au- 
thority employ'd to oblige me to return to my Pa- 
rents. This Thought terrified me; I reſolved to be 
very reſerved, and to behave in ſuch a Manner with 
regard to the Clergyman I expected, as to give h.m 
no hold. I reckoned much on the good Character I 
had Reaſon to expect, if my way of Life ſhould be 
enquired into, knowing I could not be taxed with 
any Thing from the Time I came into the Houſe. 
Nobody knew any thing of me, which is no ſmall 
Advantage to a young Woman, whoſe Reputation is 
in its greateſt Luſtre when it furniſhes nothing for 
Converſation. 

The Clergyman follow'd my Aunt As« ſoon as 
he came, ] inform'd him of the Difficulty I was in, 
and the Occaſion of it. His Behaviour was ſuch as 
gave me great Satisfaction; he heard what I ſaid, 
aud did not ſeem inquiſitive after more than I was 

inclin'd 
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izclin'd to acquaint him withal. This gained my 
Confidence, Eſteem and Reſpect. He commended 
my Conduct very much, and aſſured me, I had no- 
thing to fear from their Attempts: He exhorted me 


to avoid ſeeing any Company that I could not de- 


pend on, and lamented the Dangers thoſe were ex- 
poſed to, who acted otherwiſe; the Ruin of many, 
as he aſſured me, was owing entirely to it. With- 
out treſpaſſing on Charity, he ſaid, the Perſon's 
Character, who lived in the Apartment above me, 
was ſuſpected, and conſequently that I ought to 
break off all Commerce with her. 

This diſcreet Clergyman carried away the ſealed 
Packet, and left me much edified with his Behavi- 
our. What Methods he took, I know not, but I. 
rever heard any more of Junta cr-her Companions. 


« 


| thought myſelf very happy in having employ'd ! 


ſo efficacious a Remedy, and returned Heaven my 
Thanks for its Succci:. 

The following Day was an Era of new Croſſes: 
received two Letters, one from tite Army, the 
other tram. Yer/ailles. 

Notꝭ ithſtanding my Farneſtneſs to hear ſome Ti- 


dings of the inconſtaut Nſurguſe, Curioſity prevail'd 


on me to open the ſecond; in reality, it was very 
extraordinary to receive a Letter from thoſe Parts; 


beiides that I had no Correſpondence with any one 


there, nobody knew how to direct to me, excepting 
I7elicourt, and I knew him too well to doubt his 
Diſcretion, and yet it was wrote at length. This 
{urpriz'd me, and I reſolved to clear up the Myſtery; 
but how was I flruck to find it came from the old 
Margueſs ! It was as follows: 


N wain da you fly ms, charming. Jenny; whereves - 
you hide yourſelf, or whatever Quality you paſs un- 
der, I ſpall always knovs where you are, and what you 
are about. I eafily pae/s how much this æuill alarm yon, 
and the Reflections which avi'll ariſe from an Accident Jo 


unexpeted : But, make yourfelf eaſy, I am more in your * 


Intereft than you imagine, and am Jo far from turning. 
my Knowledge to your Prejudice, that I amn reſelved io 
: D. 6. | 
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be the firſt in fixing your Happineſs. Remember, a Man 
of my Character is an Enemy to Deceit, and cannot be 
avorſe than his Word; conſequently, beware of taking 
any Steps which Fear may ſagge/t. To-morrow I ſhall 
be at Paris; 1 ſhall wait on you, and it will be your 
own Fault, if you do not receive convincing Proofs of 
the Value I jet on your Virtue: I am no Stranger 0 it, 


ewhich is no ſmall Matter. One Trial more, and you 
will know how much I value you. 


. * _ * 


The Margue/s of L. V. 


The reading of this Letter threw me into a Fit of 
Trembling, dubious as I was what to do, and pierced | } 
to my very Soul. Heavens, cry'd I, have Pity on 
me and aſſiſt me! What means this ſudden Altera- p 
tion? Wiat can be the old Margue/ss Deſigns? How j 
can he contribute to make me happy? Alas! I am 
certainly betray'd by his Son, who, to get rid of | 
me at oace ſacrifices me to his Father. It is cer- | 
tainly ſo; the Parent, ſatisfied with this, lays aſide 
his Hatred, and cither thro? Generofity or Policy, 
wall jettle me in ſuch a Manner as may prevent any | 
Accident, in caie his Son ſhoald ba, ppen to relent. | 
But how cruel js ſuch a Cordua! continucd J in | 
Tears. Could I ever have Expected ſo much Parba- 
rity :; om a Lover? How could he forcſ-e, that his | 
Father's Threats and Averfion would give Place to 
Gengroſity? 

I was to taken up with theſe Reflections, that 1 
forgot S/. Fal's Letter, which had been fo long ex- 
pected and fo earneſtly deſired. At laſt I open't it. 
A freſh Subject of Aſloniſhment and Tears. 


Have deforr'd writing from Day to Day, lovely 13 


4 

Jennys in hopes of ſending you Jame: ling material, Wa 

he Apprehenfeon « making v whe 4 F wg 700 lang a | 
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elay, prevazls an me to abi, the? [ Ou mts Ming Lut 
diſaugreeable News 'g 7 We J. / pr nige A 16 2 hir 2 1019 ng 


from you; oth revi/e avould net acquaint you, that I did 
net meet avith the Mn queſs alen 7. arri at be 


Camp, and that he is nat as it ritirn'd from an He- 
fedition, 
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fedition, on which, at his cn Requeſt, he wwas ent; 
this gives great Uneaſins)s to all his Fricnds, If ho 
ſhould be taken Priſoner. His Servants, whom I have 
queſtion'd, as well as ſeveral Officers, aſſure me he came 
hither very melancholy, thourh As fAlrove in vain to hide 
it Ii is ſuppos'd, he is chagrin'd d, and that in ord: to 
divert his Uneafine/s, he procured this Command. 1 
avas not at a Laſi te gucſs his Afifelicn. Jou cannot te 
fenfible, Mademoiſelle, of the great Part you bear in 
it; be not, however, beo nuch concern'd, awe u ay Habe 
fome a of this dear Relation. I ſhall net fail to 
communicate it to you inflantly. It”; generally thought 
the Campaign will be but ſhort ; and that after a Bat- 
tle, which is continually look für and mucb deſir'd, we 
ſhall be fert into Qugriers : I pleaſe myſelf with the No- 
tien, fence it wwill bring me nearer to you; and I think 
there caunot be a greater Pleaſure than to fee you, ner 
Merit than to dgſer de your Eſtecm. 

From the Camp. ST. Fal. 

Our Attachment to a beloved Object, never exerts 
itſelf with greater Force, than when we are on the 
Point cf tcfin it. My Notior, of War was certainly 
very mapper; yet no ſooner did I know that the 
— 404¹8 LY: wa: in Danger, but my Imagination 

repre 2 ited it with af] its ens O Heaven! cry'd 
1, all in Tes. „ v.ky am I thus overwhelm'd on all 
Sich es at on e Hm, am I to furvive it? What can 
ſo n ma Ain Sten: one upon anbthe 7, Porte na ? Do 
they nat preſe.e © the createſt of Misfortunes? But I 
am pret wo c undergo every Thing, provided my 
Lover be id eſcape the Dan gers to which h's 
3 1 10 hagrin xpole him. How unfortu— 
nate was 3 not tO  Jullify m. fel 11 before 1:15 Depar- 
ture! Perhap my Innocence mig! ht have reſtored him 
to me, riade 1 im careful of a Life he ought te 
preſer c ior my waa 

I. ſhal! not re the Expoſtulations my Grief 
furniſh'd on Nis Gee: fon. V/ hy ſhould I tire you, 
O Reader, with the Kecital of my Tears? Hitherto 
they have been but tco plentiful; a litdle Patience; 
the 
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the Time will come, when they will be wiped away, 
and this Truth . demonſtrated, that the Happineſs 
which Virtue procures for us, can never be too dear- 
ly bought. 

Although I had Time to prepare for the old Mar- 
gue/5's Viſit, I found myſelf terribly confounded when 
he appear'd. His Preſence made me ſenſible of the 
great Diſtance between us, knowing he was now ac- 
quainted with my Origin. Can Price receive a 
greater Check? However, I took upon me ſo far as 
to conquer my Bluſhes and Confuſion. I reſolved to 
be the firſt in mentioning the Meanneſs of my Birth, | 
in order to prevent him; this Expedient I owe to my 
Vanity. © Is it poſſible, my Lord, (faid I receiv- | 
ing him with great Reſpeq, and preſenting a Chair) | 
that you ſhauld condeſcend to fee me, after the | 
©. Diſcovery yove have made? What Compariſon is 
« there between a Country Girl, one Who. has been 
« fo unhappy as to fall under your Diſpleaſure, and 
© a Nobleman of your Rank? Whence comes ſuch a 
„ Diftinction, which I have no ways deſerv'd *”? 
Let us have no more of that, lovely Jenny (ſaid the 
* .Margrue/s, making me {it down :) I have no longer 
the Reaſon of Complaint I had formerly againft 
* you; and that Virtue, of which I have recciv'd 
« convincing Proofs, has created a due Regard for 
done who is ſo woithy of it, We'll ſay nothing of 
* your Birth; not but I was mightily taxen with 
« your candid Acknowledgment; a Stroke that does 
mot want it's Force, nor eſcape my Obtervation. 
A mean Birth is the capricious Effect of Chance, 
never to be call'd in Mind but when Vice deforms 
it; whereas Prudence, and noble Actions, ſtrip it 
of all that is contemptible, and caſt a Luſtre upon 
it, not inferior to that of Kings, when no falſe 
« Step is made in the thoray Paths of Virtue, I ſhall 
* ſay no more on this Head; you having, my dear 
Girl, leſs need of Inſtruction than others, as your 
Education has been very extraordinary. What 1 
have to ſay is of a different Nature; but before I 
« explain myſelf any farther, I defire you will tell 
me, with that Candour ſo becoming Virtue and 

Honour, 
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+. Honour, upon what Terms you are with my Son? 
I have Reaſons for aſking this Queſlion, and if your 
„Anſwer prove ſatisfactory, it will lay an Obligation 
gon me, and you ſhall never repent having explain'd 
« yourſelf on a Subject I have more at Heart than you 
imagine. Truth and a thorough Confidence in me, 
carry a greater Weight in my Judgment than any 
other Qualifications.” 

When the old Margque/s wrote his Intention of 
making me a Viſit, I expected to ſuffer very much 
from the Converſation ; but I little thought it would 
turn on ſuch an important Subject: I vas the more 
terrified, being attack'd in the moſt ſenſible Part. 
All Evaſions appear'd uſeleis; I had one of the 
ſubtleſt of Men to deal with, whoſe Peretratlon was 
ſurpriſing. While he ſpoke what I have mention'd, 
his Eyes were fix'd upon me, and he ſcem'd to ſearch 
with me the ſecret Receſſes of my Hleart. How could 
I withſtand fo terrifying an Aſſault? There was no- 
thing left, but to act with the Sincerity he pretended 
to value fo much, if I propos'd to ſucceed with one 
of his Turn, and that Method I took. One never 
faulters in ſpeaking the Truth. | 

At would be in vain, my Lord (anſwer'd I after 
a Moment's Pauſe) “ to deny that your Son has been 
« dear to me; he is Matter of ſuch endearing Quali- 
ties, and which beſpeak ſo much Frobity, that my 
Heart could not poſſibly re ſiſt fo large a Share of 
„Merit. I ſhov'4 be wanting to that Sincerity, of 
« which you appear fo jealous, if I diſiembled on 
“ this Occaſion. I might employ the Word Eftcem 
« inſtead of Lowe, but Iwill not impoſe upon you; 
did ve your Son, with all the Sincerity I 2m 
« capable of; and had not his late Behaviour in- 
« terfer'd, I might ſtill preſerve the ſame Regards: 
* 1 dare not ſay they are no more; 1 am not ſuf- 
„ ficiently acquainted with myſelf, to know per- 
« fefly my fecret Sentiments. It is to no Purpoſe 
« for me to dwell any longer on this Subject, as I 
« can add nothing more to what I have faid ; your 
Experience may perhaps make greater Diſcove- 
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Manner of expreſſing myſelf. © You are exceeding 


The old Margu2/s ſeem'd tranſported at my fincere 


charming (faid he) and my Eſteem for you re- 
doubles, of which I will give you convincing 
Prooſs, On your Side, continue to ſpeak the 
Truth. Tell me firſt what your Defigns are, and 
then, with the ſame Sincerity, own from whom 
= reccive wherewwithal to furniſh your Expences. 
Whilſt my Son and &. Fal were here, I eaſily be- 
lieve you wanted for nothing : But, ſuppoſe you 
never hear more of either of them, how will you 
contrive to go on as you have begun? Look upon 
me, my pre etty Creature, as your Friend. Baniſh 
that Fear and Trouble I ſee in you, there is no 
Occaſion for them. Did I not truly intereſt myſelf 
in your Behal!, I ſhould not enquire into theſe 
Particulars,” * Alas: my Lord, (replied [ with a 


S ga) u remind me ef the Imprudence of ray Con- 
FB y 


duct, for which my Reaſon has often reproach'd 
me. It was with ſome Dithculty your Ne ephew 
prevaryd on me to acct of the Tokens, by 
which E. is Generofity the „d itſelf in m Regard. 
eme time ago 1 reſcly' to tpend my Days i in a 
onaltcry ; and more than once I hs preſſed 

to crown. tlie Work * all! ting me in the 
A 


Youu alwavs talk of 
ove, , vd the! Lari /r, 


Exccntion of that Def gn 


* 

— 
— 
» 


Se. Val, whom you don 
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ſlyty interrupting me) and never once mention nt; 


don in all this Provihon, Yet, it's more SS 
to attribute your Intle Hevenue to him, than to my 
Nephew. The Adna tage of being belowd by 
him % My Lor u, I tell you the Trutii, (replicd 
in my Luen;) I will not abſoluzly 


micrrupting 
v *. . o ” — * x * . * 
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been doae lor m.; but this I am poſitive in, that 
v hat I have received hith'e gta, haus been from your 
Neohews Hands; and under what Tit'e would 
vou ima ing? A3 {9 much le nt, for fo he « ne; 
rouſiy caild it, to he regie if ever Fortune ſlould 
put it in my Power, 2 Fials of Events, continu- 
nually alarmug me, have thus far prevented my 
coming to ſome Reſolution ——,” «+ Good God! 
66 my 
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* my dear Girl, (cry'd the Murgue/s) I don't Pre- 
tend to put you upon julifying yourſelf; you Owe 
« me no ſuch Danes, your Cond uct is without 


© Reproach, as I have been weil {a:whed a great 
© while; and fo far from wishing you were (hat ar 
in a Monaſtery, I'would be the firſt to oppoſe it. 

« Excuſe, lovely Jenm, the perplexing Que tions I 
put to you; it is in r r to fir v1 von ſometh ing in 
vour Regard, and to . that Elcem I concord 
8 for you the firſt Moment we were acquaip ad. Ils 
« Candour, this Since rity, Lich | have now expe- 
© rienced, convince me that your Sentuavnrts place 
c Yo 11 in 2 Rank net Ts fit 1 to W (1 men of the 5 en 
0 DF lity. I beg I may be tevour'd with ve Frierd- 
6 hip, and have 700 Leave to cultivate it. I Fave 
great Deſigns in your Behalf; give me but Time 
to being them to Perſtelion M in the mean white, 
go on 25 you have bo, gun; I come ohen to Paris, 
« 10 metimes ſpend whole el there, an then ſhall 
« be a conſtant W iftor: be e: * s to the Time to 
come; Care will be taken. Lem 
* you at prelent, but 1 in two Days yor may depend 
on hearing from me.“ Say ir theſe Vorde, winch 
ſu;priz'd me extremely, the old MH j˖, wn 

very ceraplaifant cn the Sebeft of m Shape and 
Charms; adding, he often t! dhe Fm cine Ne: ie, 
a that he intended to invite me to Dior: er, 0 Eave 
the Pleaſure of hearing me ting again.“ After a great 
deal more of the like Nature, he left me much aſto- 


niſh'd at vw hat had nat: 1054 


In effect, what could I divire? Was tit natural to 


think, that the ver, Man who hal ex preis'd himſelf 


_ we with To much Bitterneſs, was fo ſuddenl) 
chang'd? Had he not endeaveur' to fecure me in a 


88 for Lite? Was Inet Kill the ame 7 i, 
that little Country Girl, who had engag JU the Son in 


vexatious Aſtdh ire, and ovliced t at ather 0 33 
his utmoſt Intereſt? Ard dee 45 had I not im- 
pos'd upon him under a feigt'd Name? Whence, 


therefore, ſhould come fuch a ſiulcen Alteration ? 
Could my Charms extend their Empire over the Fa- 
> K this P. iece of Vanity might 


b. 


ther as well as the Son 


15 


— — — = 


* „* 
* „ 


— 12 . 
> — Te 
—_— — - ">< * 22 „4 „„ DS — 
= 


— 


go The Fortunate Country Maid. 


be indulged, had I not greater Reaſon to dread this 
Nobleman than ever ? It could not be imputed as a 
Crime if I ſhun'd him heretofore, and avoiding fal- 
ling into his Hands; Selt-preſervation is always na- 
tural : But ſhould I not be juſtly condemn'd, if |! 
accepted of a Reconciliation, which doubtleſs was 
offer'd with ſome View, perhaps incompatible with 
Reputation and Virtue? Cruel Alternative ! How 
was I perplex'd | 

The Day was ſpent with weighing theſe Things 


in my Mind; yet, notwithſtanding my Appre- 


henſions, a blind Confidence carried it in favour of 
this Nobleman. Why ſhould he deceive me? ſaid 
1 to myſelf; and if his Views are criminal, why 
would he extol my Virtue and Conduct? Ought 1 
not rather to imagine, it is owing to them that 1 
have gained his £iteem ? and fince he praiſes me 
fo much on that Account, is it not to encourage me 
to continue ? He mentions a happy Settlement, and 
throws out obſcure Hints: How do I know but he 
has his Reaſons for it? To be ſure he has, ſaid I, 
confirming myſelf in the Notion; Time will effe& 
it. If my Conjectures are groundleſs, Heaven, 
which has hitherto protected me, and to which L 
will ever have Recourſe, will not abandon me. 
Thus did I come to a Refolution. 

My THroughts now more at Liberty, I was going 
to anſwer St. Fal's Letter, when the Bell rung: I 
liſten'd to hear who my Aunt talk'd to; a Voice 
which ſtruck me to the very Soul, made me look 


through the Kevhole, Heavens! what a Condition 


was Im! I immediately knew my Father and Mc- 
ther embracing my Aunt. At firſt, I was running 
to throw myſelf into their Arms; but in endea- 
vouring it, I was ſo much tranſported, that findin 
my Feet fail me, and fearing I ſhould fall on the 
floor, I threw myſelf into a great Chair, where I 
was an Hour without coming to myſelf. I will 
now account for this unexpected Viſit, and ſhow 
how much Chance interferes in the Occurrences of 
Life. | 
It was lucky for me, that my Affection 3 
thoſe 
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thoſe who had given me Life, occaſioned the Emo- 


tion mentioned in the preceding Page ; otherwiſe, 
I ſhould have imprud-ntly difcover'd myſelf, and it 
was not yet Time. What was employ'd in recover- 
ing me from my Diſorder, made me foreſee the Con- 
ſequences of what I was upon the point of doing. 
Doubtleſs, in acknowledging my Parents, I ſhauld 
lay myſelf under an Obligation, either of keeping 
th m with me, or following them home to our Cot- 
tage ; cither of which would be equally perplexing 
to them, and myſelf; I think it needleſs to give the 
Reaſons, they may be eaſily imagin'd. I behaved 
with ſuch Complaiſance to my Aunt in every thing, 
excepting this Particular, as made her Life ſo eaſy, 
and my Re ard for her was ſo great, that I ſeem'd 
more to belong to her than ſhe to me; the ſecret 
Comfort of an unqueſticnable Witneſs of my Con- 
duct, and who was one Day to appear in my Be- 
half. If my Intentions had been bad, I ſhould have 
been very careful how I fitted myſelf with ſuch a 
Cap ; but I wanted her only for Form's Sake, thank 
God; Heaven preſerved in my Heart the Love of 
Virtue, with which I had been born, and I pray'd 
every Day with Fervour for Grace to perſiſt in theſe 
good Intentions : Such Prayers are acceptable to 
God, and he ſeldom refuſes to hear them. 

When I was perfectly recover'd, 1 deſir'd ex- 
tremely to fee my Father and Mother: I was very 
ſure they would not know me, Lime had made ſuch 
an Alteration in my Features and Behaviour; I was 
ſo much grown, and my Dreſs was ſo different from 
What they had ſcen, that I was eaſy upon that Head. 
With this Aſſurance, I rung my Pell; it was Din- 
ner-time, and I very naturally call'd for it My 
* Aunt coming into the Room ſeem'd perplex'd : 

lotwitkſtanding the Familiterity I us'd her with, I 
had infus'd, I don't Enow why, a Reſerve, not to. 
ſay more, which often gave me Pain. I aſk'd her, 


— 


what was the Matter? dle heſitated: encouragin 
her, „Have you broke any Thing ?” feign'd 1; 


« well, there's great IIarm done.” One fami- 
lar Queſtio ys ſuiliced to put her in Heart; 
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accordingly ſhe ow, ſhe apprehended my Anger, 
becauſe the had dite to her Brother and Siſter 
come and ſce her their Convenience; and az ſhe 
had rot acquainted me with it, ſhe was afraid to te!l 
me, that, having Duſineſs at Paris, they took this 
Opportunity, and were Tuaſly in the Houſe; that 
{ ought tosever to pardon her, becauſe ſhe had 
only tent for them, to let them know the Happiness 
ſhe enjoy d in my Service.“ I am glad, (anfivered I) 
% that you are content, and lik z y Dur Place; I with 
% your Jar: inch was ſtill greater: and far from 
« ta;:in7 it i! thet vour Relations are come, I am 
40 picaſed at 1 3-1 muſt ſee them, and defire they 
* would dine ich me.” Ah! Madam, you are 
tod good (ried Barbara) it is not for ſuch a+ 
* they t be fo much honour'd.” “Do as you ere 
« bid (r-phedTI;) bring them to me, I'Il talk witn 
«« them; they ſhall know, what you faid of me, is 
* true.” Babara was fo pleas'd with this, that ſhe 
few to acquaint my Parents. My Heart was in an 
Agitation, tho” an :greeable one, nor was it without: 
Ditniculty that I fuppreis'd its Motions, ſeeing thoſe 
to whom 1 owed u7 Lite. I fafter from the Re- 
ſpe ct with which the approach'd me; I even blamed 
myſelf, and IGid what I could to put an end to it. 
At laſt, by Dint of Caroſſes, I prevail'd with them 

to ſit, and grow a little more . The Art, 
which I have often 3 nc'd, of giving our Inte- 
riors a Freedom and fdence in 2 * * 1 ing, 1520 
put ourſelves on 2 Rd on with them, and to deſcend 
to their Rank: Although chi, was far from being 
my Caſe, at preſent I was obliged to otſerve the 
M-:xim with my Father ar d Mother. The Prc:u- 
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dice of my Supertority made them ſilent, an nd it bad 


been immvollible otherwii tor me to get out of chem, 
a 3 3 7 3 
what I had a Min, 4 to know, þ won de them p 1245 
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to whom it belong'd; it was Tas Og 


bringing them to Diſecurſe, ard it ſucceeded. Mr; 
Mother on hearing this, appear'd like a Perſon who 
is recollecting ſomebody, and told me it mult be 
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« at Madan: where the had ſeen 
© me; that I had ict her rir'tt, and that ever ſince 
« ſhe kad been in the Room, ſhe had been revolving 
in her Mind, where de bad the Honour to ſec 
© me, 10 much did my Face ſerike her. My Father 
ſaid the fame Thing, aud intorm'd me how their 
Village had chang'd "MI alters ſince the young Lady's 
Nn 2c, whoſe Father died of an Apople 1 
aſked what was become of his Wife ? be arfwer'd 
me, She lived with her Daughter, call'd AZ: tame 
% Ei. Said I, Is ſhe as ill kumour'd as 
« ever?” On my ſaying this, my Father look'd at 
my Mother with a Smile, as much as to ſiy, the 
Lady Knows her, He told me, © He plainly faw I 
„ knew Row Matters went; chat there never was 
„ in the World a worſe nutür'd Woman than her we 
% talk'd of; that ſhe had quarrell'd t ice with her 
« Huſtand ; the third time he carried Things to 
„ ſuch a Length, that he Parte from her; that, 
« unfortunarely for him, he had put fo much in her 
« Power, that this Separation leit him in ill Cir- 
&© cumitances ; but he choſe to loſe all rather than 
« paſs his Days with fo worthleſs a Woman.” He 
ſaid likewiſe, « ſie liv'd a League from Peris, whi- 
« ther ſhe always came to ſpend the Winter, and 
that every bod: 5 5 even her own Servants, 
in Dete er 
I had but to much Reaſon to comrlain of this 
Woman, not to be curious concerning wha' a 
ed her. In vain we flatter ourfelves that we fors; 
the Interior always retains an Auriuony againtt chene 


. ” * ; 
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ld her 


ho have offended us; and tot oe bes ft ever to much 
ct our Heroilin, 
we hear ſome diſagtrecable Ac venture has har pen'd 
to an Enemy. What my Father had ſaid relating to 
Ide Dufva -· al, of whom 1 have often [p0: un- 
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Ellen, and whom 
hall mention again in the En a « of theſe Memoirs, 
made me bluſh a little, and Ir] 101189 to My Remem- 
brance ail tie Uncaineſs 2 had 21wen me, I was 

nec 2 too hear the III 1d to ker Charge; by this 


Means 1 tho Up ut my] (lf reveng '4 of this bad No- 
man. 
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man. Tt vun, no doubt, this Motive that engaged 
me to my Father, to give me the Hiſtory of her 
Mar and inform me of all that had come to his 
Kune e on that Subject: He would not be aſk'd 
twice. ::i {pite of his ruttick Delivery, I did not loſe 
a T1 of it, and tho fomething coarſe, ſtill the Pic- 
ture bore a great Likeneſs, I have ſuch a Pleaſure 
in n Oprortunity of letting the haughty Madems/- 
felle  Ellieus, at preſeat Madame Deſti val, know I 
have not forgot all the Vexations ſh2 brought upon 
me, that 1 even ſnatch at it: Here is her Hiſtory ; 
ſhe will infallibly know herſelf again; and if ſhe 
have one Grain of Equity left, ſhe will be obliged 
to own, that tho' I know how to take my Revenge, 
J have done it with Moderation in her Regard. 

Of all the Lovers who had been attrafted either 
by the Charms or Riches of Mademoi/elle d' Ellicux, 
there remained but one ; her haughty Behaviour, 
oftentimes heighten'd into Infolence, had drove away 
the reft. Can one imagine her Malice to have been 
ſo great, as to ſet her Admirers often together by the 
Ears? She found a Pleaſure, worthy only of herſelf, 
in exaſperating them with carrying Stories, and even 
in bringing them to the laſt Extremities; above ten 
Duels were placed to her Accompt, during her Fa- 
ther's Life, which drew upon her his ſevereſt Treat- 
ment; but to no Effet. She had a bad Heart, no- 
thing was capable of mating it better : As long as 
M. le Conte de - liv'd, the kept within Bounds, 
becauſe ſhe fear'd him; his Eyes were no ſooner 
clos'd, but ſhe gave a Looſe to her wicked Diſpoſi- 
tion, as will appear from what foliows. The faith- 
ful Lover, whom l have juſt now mention'd, was 
nam'd Monſieur Deftival, he was a Gentieman about 
forty, his Fortune moderate, which he fought to im- 
prove by marrying. Mademo:/: !s d Elbicax was rich, 
a proper Match, and the more ſo by her Prether's 
retiring into a Convent, as is ſaid elſewhere. This 
Gentleman's Eſtate lay four Leagues from the Catile 
of the Counteſs of N 3 the Neighbourhood nad 
facilitated his Acquaintance with the Mother and 
Daughter, and flatter'd him with Hopes of ſucceed- 
ing 
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ing one Day or other in his Purſuits. It muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd that this young Lady had an Air of Sweet- 
neſs which captivated at fu ft Sigfit. AMonfieur Deſti- 
wal, who was handſome and — ſhap'd, had been 
ſo well receiv'd by her, that he thought himſelf too 
ſoon ſure of the Happineſs to which he aſpir'd. How 
moderate ought the Judgment to be in ſuch Cafes ! 
Nothing 1s ſo deceitful as the Countenance ; but of 
this hereafter ; let us return to the Story. 

Mademoiſelle d Elbieux took no Notice of any 
but this new Lover, and deſpiſed all the reſt for 
ſome Days: Him we ſpeak of, excell'd his Compe- 
titors by an Air of Nobleneſs and Grandeur which 
was natural to him; add to this, that he was of an 
eaſy complying 'Temper, and, in order to pleaſe 
her, condeicended to be a Slave to her Capriciouſ- 
neſs. Monſieur Deſtival was bent on marrying her, 
Intereſt made him ſurmount every I hing; to make 
his Fortune, tw as neceſſary to ſupplant his Compe- 
titors, and there was nothing he did not undergo to 
ſucceed. 

In the Portrait I gave of Mademi/elle da" Elbieux, 
as 2 mention'd, [ ſaid fre had Wit, and 'twas 

: She ſoon found out the Views of her new 

— er, nd without examining whether ſhe was in the 
Right, ſhe relolv'd to gratity "ber natural Malignity : 
The better to ſecure him, great Regard was ſhewn, 
and as foon as ſhe thought him ſmitten, and that 


Love and Intereſt were united, ſhe threw off the 


Maſk, and reſign'd herſelf entirely up to her Ca- 
price and Humour; always reſtleſs and miſchievous, 
ſhe could not UW to diſſemble long. 

The Ceonnte/s of Al , her Mother, lov'd the 
World, as I have ſaid RY Br and tho' ſfame- 
Mat in Vears, was amorouſly inclined. Atr. D. /2:- 

val, without any other Defion but tiat of re: ndering 
her favourable to his Deſires, had not Leen back- 

ward in making his Court to her in bis firſt Viſits ; 
and finding T ki 195 went well, by the gracious Man- 
ner he was receiv'd, he continu'd to render himſelf 
agreeable, in which he had very good Succeſs. Ma- 
demciſclle PE!bicux, who foon perceiv'd her Mother's 


grow ing 
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growing Paſſion, took a malignant joy in augment- 
ing it, and throwing M.. Db: Ai dul into the moſt 
tickliſii Perplexity: * There is but one Way of ob- 
* living my Mother to be favourable to you (ſaid 
ſhe to him one Day in the Garden :) * She has hi- 
therto rejected all tl: Otter 1, t have been wade, 
becauſe not one of thoſe wWwiio have done me che 
Honour to adldreſs me, could find out my dear 
Mother's Foible : Continue to make your Court 
* to her; let Net imagine, it you pleate, thut yo! 
give der the Preferende; if you are lucky enough 
4 to make her 1 elicve to, no doubt bat! that 0 1 
0 be yours.” Vas not chi; enough O fen vie the 
Ardor of Al. Piſinal? Nathing could be greater 
than it was, and every body be lic ved him 5 Love 
with the Mother. The Ceuits/s de N Vas mit- 
taken amoi tne rett; Seif-Love was eaſily {latter's 
her Heart was frucht, Gratitude prefS'd it; face had 
been formerly compaſſiouate, nov-a-diys we are lefs 
ſevere upon the Article of Decancy: After fome 
Struggle, the reſold to oven to her Loet, he was 
not indifferent.  Andomoijclle a) Elpiourx Dercei\ ed by 
her Mother's Pcnfiveneſs, what paſs'd in her Brea iF 
ſhe was frequcatly t treated i h Severity, becauic {us 
deſerv'd it; now the had it in her Power to be re- 
venged, withou t trefp: fling © n Reſpect; ſhe ſnatch'd 
the Op! JOrtunity with great Nagerreſe. 

Mr. D „had been well receiv'd till now; his 
Situation char W Madeoifelle d' Eliieu from mild 
an obliping, behov'd to him witli: Coldneſs and Se— 

ety: He was altoriiin'd at it, and uſed the moſt 
preſſing Mea ins of reg: äning her: In what is it 1 
„ have diſp 'caſed vou? (ſar. be to her, one Nis ht 
itting by ker when other P'. ople were playing 
Qua fille) «+ vou have avoided me for theſe eight 
Days pait; fearce do I appear, but your amiable 

©' Count Mnce 15 Ci louagcd ; could | he 5 unhat NY 
« a: to have un knowingly drawn upon myſelf this 

Treatment ?? Jet us have no more Words up- 
* On tals Subject, if vou pleaſe (anſwer'd the Cert 
IMaveme:/olle U Ell iewx) vn would find it a Dare 


Natur to juſtit) yourfelf,, I am none of thoſe Foo“; 
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© and if I appear otherwiſe than formerly, you may 

it |} be affur'd I have good Motives for ſo deing ; nas, 

they are undeniable. I own Tt had an Eitcem for 

| * you; but you have given me Reaſon to alter my 

1 Sentiments; let us talk no more of it: You have 

af” | © had your Views, I with they may ſucceed. I am 
| 4 


6 ſurpri⸗ d however you take the Pains to quellion 
in me, having a more agreeable Employ ment upon 
r 1 BE. vour Hands, and which well deſerves all your Pais." 
u 1 Gaving this, ſhe roſe, and left Mr. Di/ival alonſh'd 
et a Diſcourſe to which he could not imagine how he 
Pl | had given Occaſion, 
1e 4 So little did ke ſuſpect from whence {ſuch an Od- 
or dity could ariſ that he drew near the Table where 


they were at Play, v.hiſper'd the Connte/s de Ann 


i- Hler Daughter, piqucd at this Beis. v/1007, and 1; iting 

d. near her Mother atter the kad quitted Mr. D-/tivat, 

ad roſe haſtily up, and anſwered very ſcorn fully a Ci- 

ens | 7 vility her Lover fhow'd her as ſhe pais'd by. This 

me Cx traordinary Treatment made an Impreſſion, and 

as he reſolved to knoiy the Reaſon of it as ſoon as poſ- 

57 ſible. 

ft ; Hithevto 112 Di da had aded only upon a View 

Tk of Intereſt, Made mos / I Elbieux's Fickleneſs made 

re- dim look upon Thir gs in another Light: Love, 15 
hd which he had hitherto treated a s Folly, and to which 1 

| he had not yet been a Slave, punifh'd his Ind iffe- 1 

his rence, and made him ſenſible of his Misfortune in | it Y 
1d loſing the good Graces of io charming a Perſon, as 4 | 4 
de⸗ Alaaem tibi. % AElbieux * Jealouſy, the conſtant Com- w 
not  pamon of a growing Paſſion, infinueted itſelf into 1 

it 1 bis diſlurb'd Mind, and made him recollect that his 

„ ut | \Milreſs wltinguifh'd a certain Ar. Deftcurnca 1X, 4 

Fl BY great Hunter, who cou'd diſcourſe of noth! no but 

: Nt Hounds and Horles, unleſs it were to ridicule, aſ- 

abie I * ric, or murder his Neighbour's gogd Name. On 

pr WAI tich Occaſions he ſhone, "and theſe fine Acomplich— 

this ments made him be conſi ter'd by Mademaiſelle 4 El- 

up- e; beſides, he Was a Gentleman of no Conduct, 
Nenn N 


and thought to be piivately muwricd to a Girl very 
1174 By much bencat! him. 

oh; Mr. Dali val, after ſome jealous Reflections con- 
and Vor. II. E cerniug 
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cerning Deffourneaux, concluded he was the Cauſe of 
the Alteration in Mad moiſelle d Elb:irux; this Thought 

ave him Pain, he reſolved to watch his Rival, and 
on thought he had great Reaion to imagine i:imfelf 
not miſtaken, and that he was fſacrifc'd to this new 
Comer. He was no ſooner convinc'd of this fatal 
Truth, but he became extreamly jealous, and that 
ſo openly that every body percerv'd it. Matei 
a" Elbieux was one of the Frit who found it out: She 
triumph'd in it, and did all ſhe could to cariy it to 
the greateſt Exceſs, by overwhelming De/icurneaux 
with a diſtinguiſhing Politeneſs. 

As to the Ceunte/s de N. , ſhe bchay'd quite 
otherwiſe; ſhe had, as I have ſaid before, given 
Way to the ſuppoſed Addreſſes of Afr. D:fiival, but 
ſeeing them ceaſe on a ſudden, and her Lover me- 
lancholy and uneaſy, ſhe could not tell what to think 
of ſuch a Coolneſs and Alteration of "Temper: 
What is the Matter with you? (ſaid ſhe one Day 
to him, when he appear'd more thoughtful than or- 
dinary) are you ſick, or going to be ſo? 1 ſcarce 
* know you; formerly you was gay, polite and en- 
© tertaining ; one could not live with you, and not 
be enchanted with your Temper ; now you are 
dull, filent, ill-humour'd, one does not know 
© who you are angry with. I flatter'd myſelf with 
being your Confident; yet for theſe eight Days 
© you have been out of Humour, and I cannot find 
© out the Reaſon : this whimſical Proceeding of yours 
« ſurpriſes me, and if I was leſs your Friend I ſhould 
* know how to be reveng'd, and ſhould make my- 
« ſelf eaſy.” 

Mr. Deftival, whoſe Trouble was renew'd by this 
Diſcourſe, forgot the Part he had undertook, and 
fetch'd a Sigh: * That's well, (ſaid the Counte/s ſmi- 
ling) we ſhall ſoon know what puts you out of 
« Temper; this Sigh is a Preliminary of your Con- 
« fidence in me. Take Courage, my poor Deftival, 
« prithee lei's have no Myltery, and I promiſe to 
© uſe my Endeavours to make your Troubles ceaſe. 
« Ah! Madam! (replied the jealous Lover) my 
Troubles are not of a Nature to be eaſily reme- 
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« died, I am jealous, and you eaſily comprehend “ 
« Jealous! (cried the Counte/s very ſeriouſly) of 
whom? good God! do you ſee any body here, 
* who can give you the leait Uneaſineſs? Is any fa- 
* your'd but yourſelf?* “ Yes, no doubt, Madam, 
(replied Deſti val) * has not Daſtourneauæ the Pre- 
« ference? Alas! I perceive it but too well; and 
&« ſince you muſt know it, that it is which puts me 
« in the Condition, for which you reproach me.“ 
This Confeſſion threw the Coznt2/5 into tlie great- 
eſt Surpriſe ; ſhe could not remember to have ever 
ſo behaved to Deſtourneaux, as to give De/tival Room 
to think ſhe gave the other the Preference. To this 
End ſhe did all ſhe could to diſabuſe him. Deſi val 
went upon too ſure Ground, as he thought, to yield 
to all theſe Proteſtations. Well! (faid the Counte/s 
to him with ſome Impatience) I know an infallible 
Way af convincing you of your Error; and left 
you ſhould ſtill entertain any Doubt on this Sub- 
« je, I will this Inſtant forbid your Rival my Houſe, 
he ſhall never ſet his Foot within my Doors again, 
and you ſhall be for ever deliver'd from his Pre- 
« ſence.” Deſtiual was ſo ſenſibly affected by this 
Condeſcenſion, that he threw himſelf at the Coan- 
te/s's Feet, and aſſur'd her, that for this Mark of 
her Goodneſs, there was nothing in this World ke 
was not ready to undertake, to convince her of his 
Gratitude. As he pronounced theſe Words, touch'd 
with the ſingular Favour ſhe had ſhown him, he 
ſeiz d one of her Hands, and kiſſed it a hundred 
Times. Mademoiſelle d'Elbieux came in as he was 
in the Midft of theſe Tranſports, and turn'd pale 
with Anger at fo deciſive a Piece of Intelligence, 
and which prov'd effeQually that Dœſ val had de- 
ceived her, when he vow'd to love nobody but her. 
On the other hand, the Mother, piqued that her 
Daughter ſhould find a Man at her Feet, bid her 
very ſharply retire, and that ſhe thought her very 
bold in endeavouring to ſurprize her. Mademciſelle 
4 Elbieux, ever haughty, anſwer'd, running haſtily 
back, that ſhe had no Deſign of being Witnefs to 
ſuch an Affair, and that vhen Perſons were in ſuch 
a Situation, they ougkt to provide againſt being ſur- 
. E 2 priz'd. 
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priz d. The Cœuntoſe, provoked at the Anſwer, rar, 
to chaſtiſe her. Deſiival, perceiving her Detign, 
interpoſed, and exerted himſelf in appeaſing her: 
This was no hard Matter, being now at the Bottom 
of the Affair ſhe had endeavour'd to unravel, and 
of which we ſhall give a farther Account, after a 
Word or two concerning Mademoi/clle 4 Elbicu v. She 
retired to her Chamber extremely nettled at the Re- 
buff ſhe had reccived. The worſt Conſtruction, 
according to her Cuſtom, was put upon what fhe 
had ſeen ; ſhe concluded Def:val impoſed upon her, 
that he really loved her Mother, and was beloved 
again, and that there was a very good Underſtand- 

ing betwixt them; this Thought made her cry for 
Vexation, and inſpir'd a cruel Reſentment: | She re- 
volv'd in her Mind the Means of revenging herſelf; 
her wicked Diſpoſition ſuggeſted to her, that ſhe 
ought to diſſemble, and endeavour to recall Defti- 
wat, in order to have it in her Power to puniſh them 
both for deceiving her. She had too good an Opi- 
nion of herſelf, to doubt of Succeſs ; ſhe conſulted 
her Glaſs by way of Prelude, put on fome agree:- 
ble Airs, -exercis'd her Eyes, and then went to the 
Room where che Company generally met, expect. 
ing Dei a would be there before Dinner according 


Az to the Courts, fre foon fav thro? DHT 
Yicouite 3 ſhe found his Jcalo 2 difcor: 7'q 
him, and that her Davehkter 5 Dis inity to 
whom he facrificed; A Word that dr: ry @ from 


Deſti dal let her into the Sesret, and cons re 
ſle was made a Property; Lut upon Nellec ion the 
Was per} Pl ed: Why thould he prot nd to love her? 
Her Daughter was not under any ſuch Reitraint, as 
ben be obliged to have Pecgurſe to ſuch Stratagers # 
this ſhe was deſirous to unravel on the 1 and ro- 

1. F. d to dige :mble, the better to KeQ her Deſt. 
Myr. Def#! 6:64 20 ſurpriſed at the Caunes's remain. ing 
fiient for ſome Moments, hill ſhe made theſe Retiec- 
tiene, ed very reſpectfully «© what was the Matter 
* a» whether he had been fo unfortunate as to in- 
& er Jer Dif leaſure?“ © No, Sir, (anſwered ſhe) 1 
1 Hd 
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e reſpet and value you very much, but IU have 4 
« Scheme in my Head ; I ſhall require a Sacrifice at 
our Hands. You have ſaid a hundred times you 
E me, and that there is nothing in the World 
« you would not do to convince me of it; what [ 
expect from you 1s of Conlequence, and will colt 
you dear, if you really love me in the Manner 
you have proteited : Conſider, before I go any 
farther, conſult your own Brealt, have you dealt 
« ſincerely with me? and may [ rely on your Pro- 
* teitations ? Deli val, ſurpriz'd at this Preamble, 
and call'd on to confirm w * he had fo often vow'd, 
was obl: iged to comply. Well then, (continued the 
Count 77 * if ſo, l may rely on your Compliance 
and Regard for me. This reſtores mv Tranquility, 
and inclines me to open my Heart with the greater 
Conũdence: De very attentive, | beg, and if you 
have a real Reſpect for me, do not interrupt what 
] am going to ſay. 

I] am ſatisfied of your great Merit (continued the 
Couuteſe, looking earneſtly on Deſtival and if 1 
* had only conſulted my own Satisfaction, ſhould 
not have heſitated in rewarding it; but after five 
and twenty, one ought to weigh Things more at- 
« tentively, and foreſee the Conſequences too much 
Precipitation might draw after it, and the Repent- 
* ance it might occaſion. Tho? Pm not accountable 
to any one, and may marry when [I pleaſe, I have 
thus long defer'd uſing my Liberty: I love my 
* Daughter as much as a "Mother ought, but if I in- 
* dulge my Inclination for you, it Will! prcvent her 
* being ſo well provided for, as I am not too old to 
* kave Children; for in that Cale, inſtead of being 
a great 3 ſhe would become a very mode- 
* rate one: This is the eſſential Point, and on whica 
© after making due Reflections, I came to a Reſolu- 
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tion, very plain, as you will ſee, but the whole 


World ſhall not prevail on me to change it. 
Jam willing to marry you, if you'll accept of 
* me with my bare Jointure, that is, without in- 
eluding what I deſign for my Daughter : This will 
be but little, and as your Circumſtances are but 
E 3 moderate, 
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moderate, I ſhall be the firft to adviſe you, not to 
* conſult the Paſſion you ſeem to have for me, but 
to do better; and let Reaſon, not Love, guide us 
both. I have an Affection for you, I ſacrifice it 
to a maternal Tenderneſs, and offer you my Daugh- 
ter; marry her, ſhe is rich and hancſome ; it will 
* colt me dear, but I ſhail have the Comfcrt of hay- 
ing done my Duty, and given my Daughter and 
vou an Opportunity of making each other happy. 
© Such is my Plan, ſurpriſing enough no doubt, but 
* now it is laid down to you, there is nothing to be 
* done, hut to come to a Reſolution once for all; 
you ſee the Affair turns on this Point, either to 
* marry me without any thing, being determined 
not to injure my Daughter, or to marry Madame 
* aElbicux Wb aten ing your Affection for me, 
* and you and I never to ſee each other more. You 
* muſt reſolve one way or other, theſe being my 
* Intentions ; to-morrow at this Hour I expect your 
* final Anfiver ; ſo much Time I allow you, that 
* ncthing be concluded on in a Hurry.“ Saying this 
the Counteſs retired to her Cloſet, leaving Defival 
aſtoniſh'd at what he had heard, and vaſtly perplex'd 
how to act in ſo critical an Option, which called for 
all the Wit he was Maſter of. 

The Affair appeared to be of ſuch Importance, 
that he was convinced he ought to weigh it with the 
reateſt Attention; to this "Purpoſe, he ordered a 
Florke to be ſaddled, and went home, that he — 
deliberate without Interruption. Going out of the 
Caſtle, he was . Pdſery'® by Mademoiſelle 4 Elbieux 
from a Wiz do; ſhe was much furpriz'd at it, he 
never . a before without taking leave of 
ker: "thi Eckaviour confirmed her firſt Suſpicions; 
Fride and Scif-Love were fo far humbled; that a 
Sigh erfa; "Us and for the firit Time ſhe felt an unu- 
ſual moti- 'n, never having known what Love was 
befcre! but nov; it rep reſented Defiival as an ami: 
able Lover, end with whom the might have been 
ha; PP) bad hi Mcher ſullcred them to have been 
united. All his good (Qua! ities prefenting themſelves, 


Fa, 
reminded her of his ardeut &ddrefies, and ſhe was 
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partial enough to think them fincere, and herſelf be- 
loved ; ſhe concluded, her Mother had deprived her 
of this Conqueit, and, being taken with her Lover, 
had ſeduced bim from her, and obliged him to alter 
his Behaviour in her Regard ; upon this ſhe con- 
ceiv'd a Hatred againſt her for ſuch cruel Proceed- 
ings. After various Reflections ſurpaſſing each other 
in Bitterneſs, her high Spirit kurried her into a No- 
tion, that on ſuch an Occahon the Bounds of De- 
cency were to be trampled under Foot, and no Ex- 
pedient left untry'd, to prevent being fool'd in this 
Adventure. 

Fully ſatisſied on this Head, ſhe retir'd to her 
Chamber, and wrote to Deſ,i val, tolling him, that 
the next Day, before her Mother was ſtirring, ſhe 
would make a Viſit to a Relation in a Monaſtery 
about a League diſtant, that he would oblige her in 
giving her a Meeting in the Way, ſhe having ſome- 
thing of Importance to communicate to him: She 
concluded with aſſuring, that he would have Reaſon 
to be ſatisfied with the Interview ſhe propos'd. 

This Note ſhe gave a Farmer's Son, who was de- 
voted to her, and paying him beforehand, infiſted 
upon Secrecy in delivering it and bringing back the 
Anſwer. 'This young Fellow, for all his Simplicity, 
after quitting Mademoiſelle q Elbieux, was ſenfible of 
the Conſequence of what he was going to do, and 
hefitated ſome Time how he ought to behave : As 
his Education had been hetter than uſual, and he 
continually at the Caſtle, he had ſeen more of the 
World than others of his Rank; he was ſenſible, as 
1 fail, of the Conſequence of what was requir'd of 
him, and dreading the Cæuut s' Reſentment, if he 
ſould carry on ſuch an Aſfair without her Know- 
ledge, he reſolved to ſhow the Letter to his Lady, 
and affuring her that however her Daughter might 
reſent it, he would hazard any thing, rather than 
be wanting in his Duty to her. 

The Counte/s doubly rewarded his Fidelity, above 
wiat her Daughter had given him, and mightily 
commended his Honeſty. Upon opening the Billet, 
the was extreamly furpris'd, and long'd to know the 
E 4 Motive 
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Motive of ſuch an Appointment : in order to peng“ 
wate into this Myſtery, ſhe determin'd to write ano- 
ther, and ſend it inſtead of her Daughter's, to change 
the Time and Place of Rendezvous ; ſhe appointed 
a Place in the Park, where a Door open'd upon a 
Fountain, and fix'd the latter End of the Night for 
ne Time of Meeting ; ſhe added, there were Rea- 
ſons for it, as he ſhould ſoon be convinced. 

When this was wrote, ſhe ſent it by the ſame 
Perſon her Daughter had pitch'd upon, charging him 
to bring her DeftivaPs Anſwer: He was no ſooner 
gone, but ſhe was terribly dejeted, reflefting a thou- 
ſand Times how ſhe ought to behave in a Conjunc- 
ture, where ſhe was doubly conccrn'd, and endea. 
vouring to find out the Cauſe of this ſudden Step of 
her Daughter's. At firſt, the imputed it to the Con- 
verſation ſhe had with O. val which her Daughter 
having diſcovered, had taken ſomething into her 
Head after her Lover was gone, and had a Mind to 
impart it to him; all this only encreaſed her Vexa- 
tion. She did not Rate Deſival, but after the ſin - 
cere Declaration ſhe had made him in their laſt Con- 
verſation, ſhe was extremely nettled that he ſhould 
ſacrifice her to her Daughter, and preſume to form 
any-Schemes without conſulting her. 

The Peaſant was highly pleaſed with his own 
Conduct on this Occaſion ; and went merrily on his 
Errand, expecting a treble Gratification, inſtead of 
one, for his Treachery ; not doubting in the leaſt, 
but Mr. De/tival would reward him very amply for 
his Trouble. Thetc pleaſing Reflexions accompa- 
nicd him on his Journey, and meeting with a La- 
vern he went in to take a Glaſs, as he was fluſh of 
Money. But it often hap pens when a Man is agrec- 
ably engaged, he can't always give out at Pleaſure; : 
inſtead of one, he drank ſeveral, and follow'd it fo 
cloſc, that, having none of the ſtrongeſt Heads, the 
Liquor overpowering him, he was obliged to go to 
Sleep, and did not wake of four Hours. By this 
time it was dark Night, which made him hear tily 
repent his Indiſcretion; however, he comforted 


himſelf with thinking to make up tae loſt wit 
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with his Haſte, and to invent ſome Excuſe for what 
had happen'd contrary to his Intention. 

But one would imagine Falſhood is always attend- 
ed with ill luck; the Peaſant went a League too far, 
Toft his Way, ad inſtead of Mr. De/tivaPs, he went 
to Mr. De/rurneaux's Houſe: He had never been 
at either of them, and was only guided by the Di- 
rections he received. Believing himſelf right, he 
aſk'd the firſt Servant he met in the Court, it his 
Maſter was at Home ? As there was no Name on 
the Note, he was anſwered in the Affirmative, and ius 
Buſineſs enquired, for that the Gentleman was come 
tired from Hunting, and gone to Bed, and that it 
was impoſſible to ſee him. The Farmer's Son would 
have willingly delivered the > Ne ote himſelf 35 but not 
to loſe Time, which was precious, and intending to 
make amends for his Fault by a ſpeedy Return, he 
gave it to the Servant „begging him to bring at 
Anſwer immediately. 

The Maſter of the Houſe was not a liule ſurpriz'd 
at the Meſſage and its Contents; it was 427. De- 


Hornc * the Gentleman Sportſman to whom M- 


Fil ray” 4 Ellieux had ſhown fo much Regard, to 

e Deſicual uneaſy. Dr. Dofteurnmansx had too 
— Vanity to ponder long on the Billet ke re- 
ceived ; he flatter'd himſelf on the Occafion, and at- 
tributed to hs own Merit the Appointment made 
him; accordin gly, he preſently return'd an Anſwer 
in a very polite and grateful Manner, — g to 
be there at the Time, and then expreſs how ſenſible 
he was of the high Favour, with« which ſhe was 
pleaſed to diſtinguith him. Deftcurucaux Was a great 
Reader of Romances, and conſequently there is 19 
room to doubt of the Energy of his Stile and Ex- 
preſſions. 

Mademoiſcils 4” ElEieux's Meſſe 3 well pleas'd 
with his Generofity ; tho' Deftcurneaux was ſordidly 
covetous, he thought he maſt do ſome thing extraor- 
dinary on ſuch an Occaſion, and order d a hand ome 
Gratification. The Peafant made fo much Eat 
back, that he reach'd the Cattle before they were 
gone ta Bed; which. might eaſily happen, ſince 
E 5 both 
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both the Countez/s and her Daughter had Reaſons not 
to be too early, having ſuch an intereſting Aﬀair on 
their Hands. 

The Counte/s, apprehenſive, and not without 
Cauſe, left her Daughter ſhould ſee the Farmer's Son 
firſt, had pretended to go to Bed, but order'd 4 
Parc, the old waiting Woman mentioned before, to 
watch the Peafant's Arrival, and artfully prevent 
his being ſeen by her Daughter. Theſe Orders 
were ſo well executed, that, for all Mad:moi/elle 
4 Eltieux” s Diligence, the Anſwer was carried to the 
Cc:te/s before ever her Daughter knew of his Re- 
turn. By the Tenderneſs of the Billet, the Counte/s 
judged Deflival (whom flie thought the Author) to 
have a large Share of her Daughter's Affections, and 
that he was as deeply in Love on his Side. This 
Diſcovery drew a Sigh from her; ſhe blamed in her 
Mind Dos val and her Daughter, regretting very 
kitterly her Kindneſs for them, which they repaid 
with fo much Ingratitude. In order to have her 
Revenge, and not to be their Dupe, ſhe dictated a 
Note to the Farmer's Son, in which Deſfival thank'd 
her Daughter in che mot tender Manner for the ſin- 
gular Favour ſhe did him, in giving him a private 
Mectins ; ; but repreſented to her at the ſame Time, 
the Haz ard ſhe run in going from Fiome on ſuch 
an Affair: He propos'd the Park gate and Foun- 
tain, as had been mentioned in the fictitious Note, 
wich Deſcurneaux had received; the Thange was 
introduced fo handfomely, and ſuch plauſible Rea- 
ſons alledged, that Mraemciſcile d Eil ieaæ could not 
poſſibly take it amiſs. 

It's eau. perceived, that the Cænn: e by this Plot 
wanted an Gprortonity to be ncar hy Place of Meet- 
ing, in erder to hear what pal, 1, v-ichout being 
concern'd or diſcover'd by Deva! or her Daughter : 
Fer tiro' her artful counterſeiting t! e Billets, ſhe ex- 
pe cted Bet dal vould come 7.ccorcing to his Miſ- 
treſss pf ppoinuncnt; and her Daus!. ter, inform'd 
by the Anſwer rc received where he would be, of 
courſe would repair hither. The Contrivance was 
not amiſs, the Ccante did not want for Cunning, 
48 
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as had plainly appeared on ſeveral Occaſions. Ma- 
demoiſelle q Elbieux at laſt received the Anſwer, and 
began to chide her Meſſenger for h is long Stay; but 
he excus'd himſelf by alledging, that Mr. Deftival 
was Hunting, which obliged him to wait his Re- 
turn. After reading the Billet, ſhe prepared for the 
Meeting; but in order to prevent any Suſpicion, if 
ſhe ſhould be ſeen going thro' the Gardens, ſhe ac- 
quainted her Maid, whom ſhe could truſt, with the 
Deſign, and as ſoon as the Farmer's Son was out of 
the Way, they went from her Apartment, as the 
Time drew near for meeting her Lover ; at the Place 
appointed, ſhe fat down on a Seat of Jun Turf 
near the Gate, and coughed by Way of Signal, in 
caſe he ſhould be arriv'd firſt. The Counteſs, who 
was already there behind a large Tree, was over- 
joy'd to fnd ſhe was ſo well placed, as to hear every 
Word in the approaching Converſation : Though 
ſhe was naturally fond of her Daughter, yet her Be- 
haviour and falſe Heart had made ſuch deep Impreſ- 
ſions, that ſhe determin'd to take an ample Revenge, 
and puniſh her ſeverely ; but ſhe was defirous to de- 
tect her in the Fact, that the Equity of her Proceed- 
ings might not be conteſted. 

As to Deſbourneaux, whoſe Heal was turned by the 
Billet ſent in Mademo:/elle a" Elbieux's Name, he 
came according to the Appointment: Any other 
would have uſed all manner of Precaution to prevent 
being diſcovered ; but, whether thro' Fear, or to 
give Notice of his Arrival, he hem'd, ſung, and en- 
tered the Park with as much Confidence, as if it 
had been broad Day, or there had been no Reaſons 
for Privacy, This nettled AMadumci/elle d Elbieux, 
and made her imagine, that ſuch Behaviour was 
owing to his Contempt of her, and was on the point 
of retiring : Her Diſdain might perhaps have gone 
farther; but her Maid appeas'd her with ſaying ſome- 
thing that flatter'd her Vanity, as is uſual with ſuch 
Creatures, and ſhe determined to ſtay ; not without 
a firm Reſolution to rattle the Spark (whom ſhe took 
for Deftival) and reproach him, as his Indiſcretion 


juſtly deſerv'd. | 
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Though Day- break was at hand, the Obſcurity of 
the Wood was ſuch, that there was no diſcerning 
any Objects, and had not De/ffourneaux been ſo un- 
thinking as to ſing as he came along, it would have 
been impoſſible to diſcover him. DMudemoiſelle a” El- 
bieux ſtep'd forward to meet him: Really Sir (ſaid 
ſhe in a low Voice, retiring again to her Seat) I 
* wonder at you; ſhould I go and never ſee you 
more, you would be rightly ſerv'd. How is 
« this? (rephed Deftourneaux very confidently) what 
„% have 1 done, my Charmer, to deſerve this Re- 
« primand? IfI did not come ſooner 9 
* not the Bujineſs (rephed Mademciſelle d Elbieux 
very ſharply) it's in vain to pretend not to under- 
* ſtand me: Doubtleſs you deſign to draw hither the 
whole Family, to be Witneſs to what I am going 
to ſay, or rather that you may not be forced to ſtay 
too long with me: I ſuppoſe by yonr Noiſe you 
have a Mind to give my Mother Notice or your 
being here, to enjoy her dear Company, and be 
rid of mine; but be not deceiv'd, I know how ta 
revenge myſelf once for all, and perhaps your Af- 
fairs are not ſo far advanced as you imagine.“ 
D-/trurnegiix, who comprehended nothing of all 
this, fwore he had no Detign to make her uneaſy ; 
that what ſhe complain'd of was a Cultom he had; 
but far from the Deſign the hanted at. Can you 
think me capable (aid he) of giving you the leaſt 
«+ Diſturbauce? And as to your Mother, do you 
imagine I am fo fooliſh as to have any Regar d for 
her? An old Coquet, that has no other Merit 
than that cf being Mother to the moſt lovely 
Creature in the World. If the poor Woman, 
„ with her Paint, her Patches, and her faded 
Charms, aims at any thing more, ſhe is miſtaken : 
Her Airs have loſt their Force, and you mult 
banter to pretend to imagine any thing elſe. But 
let us leave this Subject, my dear (continued 
Deſtourneaux in a pleaſant Tone) « Time is precious, 
and it ſhall not be my Fault, if it is not better 
«« employ'd.” 

De/tourneaux's Expreſſions made Mademoiſelle d El- 
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bieux laugh, eſpecially the ſatirical Strokes aim'd at 
her Mother; nothing could be more eflectual to- 
wards appeaſing her 1 as it was a Regale 
eculiarly adapted to her Taſte; inſtead of filencing 
bim, ſhe gave Occaſion to repcat them in a ſeverer 
and louder Strain: am {urpriz'd (ſaid ſhe) to 
hear you exprels yourſelf thus concerning my Mo- 
« ther, your Sentiments and Deſigns in her Regard 
* being no Secret to me, nay, of which I have 
been a Witneſs ' „As to that, Mademei/c!l» (ſaid 
ſhe, raiſing his Voice fo as to be heard very diſ- 
tintly) “you muſt certainly jeſt with mc. I a Paſ- 
« ſion for the Counteſs / If you really imagine I ever 
% had any Defigns on her antiquated Carcaſs, yon 
&« are much deceiv'd: No, Mademi/clic, be aſſured 
« J never lov'd her, nor had the leaſt Inclination 
« that way: I am in love, it's true, but it's with 
« your charming Perſon, for the Poſiciiion of which 
& [ would ſacrifice every thing Wat is dear to me. 
« For the future, baniſh That will not be 
* ſo eafily done (repizes ſhe, interrupung him with 
a inyſterious Air) © you labour in vain, if you en- 
« deavour to cou ince me of it. As to your Freten- 
* ftons to me, u lich you have ſo oftca urged, and 
« repeat now perhaps only to deccive nit a ſecond 
Time, and ſacrice me anew, they vii not pals 
© | have wxdon:iabls Procfe, chat vou are ſec 
« under Engagements; theſe L expect you zunke 
© Sacr:acc of to me, and that in lach a Nizincr, as 
© to make me perfect uy Ec ſy Conſider, Sir (con- 
tinues ſhe very hear tily, thinking ſhe talk'd all this 
wie to Deftival) © whether I am worth our break 
ing ». ith her that g gives me this Uncaſneſè, and 
6 delaring to her in expreſs Terms, and dos ar | 
« muſt be a Witneſs, that von never lov'd ker, and 
that if you. pretended it, „cu Ld. gecd Renfons 
for what you cid: this done, I way believe your 
s. Proteſtatious, and if you pcrſiit in loving me, 
« may liſten to what my Heart will f leud in your 
« Behalf.” If the Count was aitorniid at her 
Danghter's Malice, Mr. Defteurneaux was no lefs fo, 
at What he heard concerning his ſecret En r 
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At firſt, he had imagin'd this Appointment was owing | 
to the young Lady's Deſire of Secrecy, and his per- 
ſonal Merit. Self-love is always forward; but Qll 
he could never be ſo ſtupid, as to think the could de- 
ſign any Thing ſolid, bad as his Circumſances were, 
and his Conduct ſo much excla!m'd againſt, ever 
ſince his Father's Death, who left him his own 
Maſter too ſoon, that he dari not offer Marriage to 
any one, for fear of being rejected with Scorn. Har- 
ing done himſelf ſuſtice, in thin king he deferved no 
better than to marry his Maid, he apprehended that 

the Engageme. ats Mad:mo:/oll; dt Elbicax mention'd, 
was that fatal Piece of ill Ma: lage ment, and which 
was touch'd upon to try his Sincerity ; bei ing per- 
ſuzled of this, he thought he muſt 40 without Diſ- 
guiſe: with not deny, Mzt:77/:/e, (laid he) that 
Jam under Engagements, as yon ſay, Town them; 
c but, ii 3 them aide will convince you how 
« jealous I am of your Fay our, I promiſe you ſhall 
« rever hear of them more.” We ſhall ſee (re- 
plied Aae e d Lbicuc) * whether you keep 
* your Word.“ „To- morrow (ci ied D:flourncaux) 
« "the Baſincfs ſhall be di iſpatched; agreed (con- 
tinued he, ſeizing one of her Hands, which ſhe 
drew away) © To-morrow I break with her for 
„ever, and am entirely yours: Receive this Kifs 
% 25 a Pled dge: Not fo ſaſt, (cried Maa'my/clle 
Eli) behave as you ought, or I am gone; 
you * 'e Jearnt an ill Cuſtom; this reminds me 
of what I diſcover'd between you and the Perſon 
e's ſpo!: > of ihe 2 have her Rcaſons to alloy 
« of ſuch Frcædom „but T have a thouſand to behave 
the; vic,” 

* Now] ink on it (continu'd ſhe with a malicious 
Sm.c) © ow: fincer-l y what Terms 5 you are upon with 
er; 1 fircy Ong have becn carried farther than 
Jet Crit im: gin' de —You hefitate (continued ſhe) 
may I not be truite.!, or do you diſſe mble in order 
© to iD on me u Cond Time? Speak, come to 
© aRetolutich, 1 will Eno the Truth, or begone and 
© never ſee m tie.“ 

cn as cruelly perplex'd at this Chal- 
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lenge : He could not rightly conceive what Made- 
moiſelle d Elbieux aim'd at; he was perſuaded theſe 
Queries related to his ſecret Engagements, but he 
could not underſtand that ſhe had been a Witneſs to 
any of his Interviews, this confounded him ; all he 
could gather was, that ſhe knew more of his private 
Marriage than he was aware of, that ſhe was in love 
with him, and that for fear he ſhould conceal any 
Thing, ſhe pretended to have made theſe Diſcoveries : 
With this Notion, he anſwer'd accordingly, which 
only ſerved to increaſe the Perplexity. 

The Jeſt of all this was, theſe two were at croſs 
Queſtions. Deftcurneaux ſpoke of his Wiſe, Made- 
morſelle d Elbieux of her Mother, and as for the Coun- 
teſt ſhe was quite at a loſs; and, deſirous to under- 
ſtand what they talk'd of, drew nearer, and was more 
attentive than ever. 

J ſhould think myſelf much obliged (anſwer'd 
Deftcurneaux) ** 1f you would not infiit on my ac- 
« knowiedging a Weakneſs, of which I am more 
„ aſhamed than ever, and which muſt be diſagree- 
« able, without furniſhing any thing to divert you.“ 
That's nothing, (cry'd ſhe, interrupting him haſti- 
Iy) « I will know the whole Aﬀeir; and, unleſs you 
will diſoblige me, you mult not omit the leaſt Cir- 
* cumſtance.” 

« Well then, to fatisfy you, (replied he) I own we 
« are married.“ * You are married! (cry'd ſhe, in- 
terrupting him again ;) and dare to make your Ad- 
* dreſſes to me! No wonder my Mother was fo in- 
* duiging: You have ſaid enough, Sir, I defire to 
know no more; had | imagin'd as much, I Hould 
not have thus expos'd myſelf; farewell for ever; 
* I wiſh you Joy, but let me hear no more of it.“ 
Saying theſe Words, at which Dejtcurneaux was 
Thunder-ftruck, ſhe and her Maid took to thcir 
Heels, leaving him and the Conne o amaz'd at iis 
Concluſion, that they retir'd, without being able to 
comprehend the ſtrange Things they had heard. Any 
one, on ſuch an Occaſion, would have hecn equally 
perplex'd. 

It was very odd ia this puzzling Interview, that 
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nobody ſuſpected the Source of theſe diverting Mi. 
takes : The Counteſs returned with a firm Belief that 
it was De/?;val who came thither : De/ffourncaux went 
away tully perſuaded that the Mecting was deſign'd 
for him; and Mademoi/elle d 4 Elbieux retir'd to her 
Apartment, well ſatisfied that her Mother was mar- 
ried to Deſli val, and herſelf impos'd on by his Ad- 
dreſſes. All this was owing to the Darkneſs of the 
Night: The Sound of the Voice, which might have 
been of Service, was of no Uſe, becauſe the Maid 
inſiſted on their ſpeaking very low: All together, as 
one may imagine, e e very diverting Conſe- 
quences. 

We ſhall give the Remainder of this Affair by and 
by, not to be wanting to Order. Dinner, which my 
Aunt ſerved up, interrupted my Father in this Part; 
what regards myſelf, is too urgent to give Place to 
what belongs to others. 

It was with ſome Difficulty I prevail'd with my 
Parents to fit down. I long'd prodigiouſly to men- 
tion myſelf, without raiſing any Suſpicion how much 
I was concern'd ; my Aunt gave me an Opportunity, 
by aſking them, when the ſet on the Deſert, whe- 
ther they had heard from me? Alas, no, Siſter, 
(replied = Mother, with an Air of Trouble at fach 
a Queſtc::) I hrard indeed, that ſhe was for tome 

© Time in ac Mmicnt got far from us, by one who 
© was thet © Penſic ner there, but now livres about 4 
« League S our Village; but ſhe added, that 
when A.: elemoigetls a" Elbicux came thither, my 
« Daughter diſappear'd, and that is the laſt Account 
« I had of her.“ Perce ing thc Diſcourſe was like 
to reſt tiere, I reviv'd it ln afk ing how vi was poſſt- 
ble their Dov hter ſhoulkl omit aco "Nt 155 * them 
where ſhe was? In all Apnear: de, continus II. the 
was us*'d unkindly b, von, or el $a would have 
behaved otherwiſe. “ Fai from „Mad 7 treplied 
my Father) “ ſhe was iro: with too much Fond- 
& neſs, and would alu aꝝs have her own Way; to 
«& this it is We Owe alt the Wexationg the 1 has brouglit 
* upon us: Where the ie, or Ao the em; Jos ] her- 
ſelf, I know not; but he mult one Day anſwer 
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* to God for all the Tears her Obſtinacy has drawn 
© from her Mother's Eyes: For my Part, I am come 
* to a Reſolution, and abandon her to her unhappy 
6. Fate. 

Good God! n (replied my Mother, wiping 
away the Tears which ſhe could not hide) we muit 
* hope that Heaven will open her Eyes ; you ought 
* not thus to throw the Helve atter the Hatchet. 
How do ve know after all, but the may not be ſo 
much to blame as they pretend ? Your Son-in-law 
has too much Credit with you.“ © Ay, that is juſt 
like you (replied my Father ſomething peevithly) 
« you are always throwing Clin and your Daughter 
« in my Tecth; it is not they that occaſion theſe 
© Stories of her, but her own bad Conduct and ill 
« Humours, Has ſhe ever fent us any Tidings ſince 
« ſhe went away? Go, you are a fooliſh Woman, 
« to lament her thus every Day; it's more than ſhe 
« deſerves; if you would be ruled by me, never 
% mention her Name.“ Look ye, Hutband, (re- 
ply'd my Mother) nobody ſhould be condemn'd 
* unheard ; for all you can ſay, my Daughter ever 
« had an honeſt Heart, and inclin'd to Virtue; L 
« would lay any Wager, were ſhe her own Mattreſs, 
* ſhe would give us evident Proofs of it: but, as 
they ſay, the Abſent are always to blame, and 
* when People are down, down with them. True 
enough (replied my Aunt, very pitiouſly) witneſs 
10 John Belanger, our Ringer; the great Bell was no 
© ſooner broke, but 1 in ringing the other, the Steeple 
« fell upon him.” 

The Gravity with which this filly Compariſon was 
utter'd, made me laugh very heartily : * Barbara, a3 
well as my Father and Mother, appear'd fo. con- 
founded, that I was obliged to make an Apology for 
my Mirth. People in low Lite, when before thoie 
they think are much their Betters, always fancy 
themſelves the Subject of Ridicule ; a great deal of 
Caution muſt be uſed to prevent their being affrort- 
ed. I made Amends, by an obliging Behaviour, tor 
my Indifcretion, which was ſoon forgot; in order to 


make myſelf again the Subject of their Converſation, 
[ like, 
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L like, ſaid I to my Aunt, your taking your Niece's 
Part; for by the . Sharacter her Mother has given of 
her, I am intereſted in her Behalf, and am perſuaded 
ſhe would, vithout very good Reaſons for the con- 
trary, have given before now convincing Proofs of 
her Affection and Duty; Appearances are not always 
to be relied on, as they are often deceitful. * You 
are very good, Madam (replied my Mother, look- 
ing ſledfaſſiy on me, which the had not ventur'd to 
do before) to take my poor Terry's Part. If I had 
© been believ'd, People would have had the fame 
Opinion of her, and ſuſpenled their Cenſures; but 
© every one has not your good Senſe.” Saying this, 
my g good natur'd dear Mother could not avoid melt- 
ing into Tears, Nature exerted herſelf, and the meet- 
ing of our Eyes doubtlets flirr'd the Sympathy of our 
Hearts, we both cried. By pretending Buſineſs in 
my Cloſet, I prevented any Diſcovery on my Side, 
and ftaid there till I had recover'd myſelf. I could 
hear my Father blame her Tenderneſs and Tears. 
She excus'd herſelf, by alledging the great Reſem- 
blance between her Dauchter and me, which made 
ſuch an Impreſſion, ſh: ſaid, that ſhe could not re- 
fram from crying. My Father own'd he was of the 
ſame Opinion, and, if he had dvrft, would have 
mention'd it. Aſter this, their Diſcourſe ran upon 
who I was, and my Way cf Life. My Aunt extoll'd 
me to the Skies, aud ſaid, that at Court, where ſhe 
had been with me, none but Perſons of Quality 
viſited me, moſt of them my near Relations; and as 
to my Conduct, no Nun ever hv'd more regular. 
Then ſhe diſcanted on my good Nature and Gene- 
roſity ; ſhe told them I permitted her to fit down to 
Table with me, and was fo ſweet- tem per'd, that 
whenever ſhe did any Thing abont me, I always 
thank'd her. My Father and Mother congratulated 
with her on her good Fortune, adviſing her to culti- 
vate it; that as for their Parts, they were far from 
being ſo happy, being hardly able to ſubſiſt, eſpe- 
cially after r being robb'd of two good Cows, which 
was their main Support. This went to my Heart, 
and I reſolv'd to relieve my dear Parents in their Ne- 


ceſiities; ' 


—— = WF —_ . * 


1 
A 

| 

wry 
: 

4 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 115 


ceſſities, but ſo as not to diſcover myſelf, or give 
them the leaſt Suſpicion. In order to this, when I 
return'd to them, 1 mention'd the Reliſh I had for 
the Country, and an Inclination to ſpend ſome 
Months there. I had no ſooner ftarted tlüs Subject, 
hat poor Barbara, who doated on her Village, ſaid, 
that * if I continued in ſo good a Reſolution, their 

Village muſt be the Place; that it was the beſt Air 
and finelt Proſpect in all the Country.“ “ Very 
« likely I may go there (aid I), being ord rd to 
« drink Milk for ſome Months, and if 3 your Brother 
« and Siſter will be ſo good as to comply v/ith what 
« I ſhall defire, I ſhall not defer the Jour: y much 
longer.“ Be ſo good! (cried Barbara, in a Trant- 
port) © go, go; Il anſwer for them; you need only 
* ſpeak your Mind.“ My Father and Mother affured 
me they were ready to ſerve me, and thought them- 
ſelves happy to have it in their Power. am much 
« beholden to you (faid I) for your good vill, and 
t take you at your Word; but I muſt deſixe you to 
« buy me two young Cos, that the Milk may be 
e the better. I ſhall alſo give you Money to furniſh 
« a Chamber; and as Iam fond of Country Amuſe- 
« ments, you muſt lay out a Sum of Money which I 
« deſign for purchaſing a little Flock of Sheep.” 
My Father, Mother, and Barbera fared, and liſt- 
en'd with all their Fars ; but, without giving them 
Time to reply, I pulled out my Purſe, and counted 
down fifty Piſtoles with which I had furniſh'd myſelf, 
beſides a Rouleau of five and twenty Louis d*Ors. 
* There (ſaid I to my Mother, giving her the Mo- 
ney) „ that is for the Cows and their Proviſion, 
* and what is in that Paper is for furnithing your 
“% Room, which will ſerve me when ! come, and in 
my Abſence you may uſe it yourſelves.” My Fa- 
ther and Mother were fo ſurpriz'd, that their Ac- 
knowledgments betray'd their Confuſion. To end 
them, I roſe, e had Letters to write, and re- 


tired to my Cloſet, with a Satisfaction that convin- 


ced me there er he a greater Pleaſure than to 
confer a Penefit, and acquit ourſelves worthily of our 


Duty. 
When 
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When my Father and Mother were gone, and J 
had recovered from the Emotion their Preſence occa- 
lioned, I wrote to Sr. Fal; I thought proper to ac- 
quaint him with his Uncle's Wiſit, "and the Conver- 
{ation which had paſſed ; I aſt'd his Advice on. that 
Subject; and, in order to have an Opportunity of 
acquainting him with the Situation of my Mind, | 

rais'd his honourable and diſintereſted Behaviour, 
which I knew fo well, that | would not diſſemble my 
Uneaſineſs in regard of his Couſin, which, I told him, 
was not to be expreſſed; I begg'd, on that Account, 
to hear from him very ſpeedily, and that he would 
hide nothing from me. 

Alter writing a long Letter, and ſending it to the 
Poſt, I took up a Book to amuſe my Melancholy. 
I had commenced Philoſopher, and advanced daily 
in the Knowledge of myſell, I found by Expe: l- 
ence, that to conquer onc's ſelf, Recourſe muſt be 
had to Amuſement. At firſt every Thing that thwarts 
our Inclinations, is irkſome ; but the Mind accuſtoms 
itſelf to Subjection, where Courage is not wanting; 
Reaſon, and a ſmall ſhare of Reſolution, will carry 
the Point. 

I ſaid, I had ſent to the Poſt, and conſequentiy 
was left alone; in the mean Time ſomebody came to 
the Door; Night was coming on, and 1 did not 
think proper to anſu er, W lets to open the Door. 
Nevertheleſs, I was very deſirous to know who it 
could be. When one lives in continual Expectation, 
and under any Uneaſineſo, every Thing raiſes the 
Spirits: If this ſhould be, ſaid | to my (elf. a Letter 
from S-. Fal, or an Expreſs with urgent Buſineſs, it 
would grieve me exceedingly to be the Occaſion ot 
his going away again. Pre poſſeſo'd with this tool 
Notion, I could not refrain ſatisfy ing my Curioſity: 
When they knock'd a ſecond Time, I grew near the 
Door and aſk'd their Buſineſs ? To ſpcat a Hard ati! 
vour Mctre/s, they anfwered. bat would you gave 
a her ? continued I. Lord! cen the Dor, they 
replied, ig Grace is coming up. I thought proper t 
be ſilent upon this ;. a great Light ſhew'd me, thro? 
the Keyhole, a Nobleman, whom I knew to be the 


Duke 
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Duke of I concluded the Viit was de- 
ſigned to me, and trembled for Fear; but hearing 
him ſay, Jos miſtake the Door, that is not Ju! u 
Apartment, I began to recover, and return'd, thank- 
ing Heaven that I had been ſo cautious. U pon this 
Account, as ſoon as Barbara returned, I reiterated 
my Commands not to open the Door without ac- 
quainting me; 1 began to dread the Effects of 
Chance, and reſolv'd — be ſo much upon my Guard 
as to have no Occaſion to repent my want of Fore- 
ſight. 

J know not whether I had a Surmiſe of what was 
to befall me; but, inſtead of any Apprehenſion of 
ſeeing the old Marqu/y/r, I remember, the Day he 
promiled to come, [ waited for him with great Im- 
patience ; the great Deigns, he ſaid he had in my 
Rchalf, ſooth'd, even againſt my Inclination, a cer- 
tain Elevation of Mind, | v. hich rais'd my Hopes far 
above what I bad Reaion to expert ; and when 1 
kad weaned mytc:f wr. u Ve: tation, my Relief was 
to fed on theſe picating Dreams. W ho would have 
mg they could ever hare been ſo fully accom- 


i in the Evening; began to think 
the mo WO ole not l. * his Promitz, when he 
appear d: II. eng. 11 * politeſt Yianner after 
my Health; "ie had fatisi:cd him, he afl:'d 
it I was not tired wich that lonely Kind of Life, 


which he judgad mult ſometi ns vove inſupport- 
able? I aſtur d him, „ 1 was ni ppi, than 
* when alone, and tha © 073 ? and Reading I 
« defeated tlie moſt unc Ou... You we very 

happy 0 "pled the a r 0945 tas fuficent 
to PR at your > {tuo fi: la ſo large 
© a Share cf. aſon anz Mt, of the Vorid; 
but ſince it's 8 no wonder you inſpire ſuen arden 
Paſſions. Nou we arg upon thus $4012 (con- 


tinued he withour giving me time to reply) © you 
little think how gr at a Lyſtre ye-u have added to 
* your Charms and CT. duct. A Deron mung d ot 


c Tnreeſcore, and of ality too, hs 3: his Breaſt 
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* entruſted me with the Secret of his Paſſion ; not. 
* withſtanding his Age, his Complaiſance and Jen 
« derreſs, which I can anſwer for, will make hin 
acceptable: I endeavour'd to perſuade him, that 
* conſtderiny your good Senſe, he could run no Ha- 
« zard in addreff ng himſelf immediately to you; but 
he hes no Mind to diſcover himſelf, till he has 
« ſome Hopes of not being rejected.“ Whilſt the 
Marqueſs utter'd this, his Ey es were fix'd upon me 
I look'd down, and in the Uncertainty of what 10 

anſwer, or what was meant by all this, I thought the 
beſt way would be to turn ir to Ridicule. You have 
* a great deal of Wit (continued the Margue/s, dif. 
covering my Evaſion) * and it is no eaſy Matter to 
impoſe upon you. Nev ertheleſs, I ſolemnly. ſwear, 
] am in earneſt ; you pretend to think me in jeſt, 
© but what I have told you is matter of Fact: We'l; 
ſay no more of it, ſince you don't as yet think it 
worth your Notice; perhaps hereafter a properer 
Time may offer itſelf, a Lover of 'Threeſcore mult 
© have Patience.” 

Saying this, he old Marqueſs look'd at me with 
an Air of Trouble and Confuſion : I was at a Loſs 
what to think, or how to behave; the Lover he 
ſpoke of, reſembled himſelf ſo well, that I was ſa- 
tisfied my Conjectures were not wrong, eſpecially on 
calling to mind what his Son had "oſten told me 
concerning his amorous Diſpoſition ; this Thought 
made me grave in my Turn, and I refolv'd not to 
underſtand him, to prevent the Riddle being ex- 
plain'd, by giving him artfully to underſtand, that 
I was averſe to all ſuch Propoſals. This ſucceeded; 
the Margue/5, with all his Cunning, ſeem'd to be 
outwitted ; but this is not the Place to unravel the 
Affair. To return. 

The Converſation ran upon a different Subject. 
The old Margue/s told me, he was labouring in my 
Behalf at Court; that he had remindcd the King of 
what he had Jews for me heretofore ; that this had 
given him an Opportunity of mentioning my Merit, 
and grateful Remembrance of the Gratification with 


which I had been honour'd ; that the Monarch, hear- 
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ing the Marques was my Godiather, and that he 
eſpous d my 0 tereſt, did not ſeem very averſe to al- 
lowing me a Penſion; that he was in hopes it would 
be ſuch as would maintain me, independently of fo- 
reign Succours. 

I muſt own I was much pleas'd with this Piece of 
Service, my Vanity found its Account in it: One of 
my greateſt Vexations was the Neceſiity I was under 
of being beholden to others, and without examining 
whether this was not a generous Artifice (as it was 
likely cnough) for aſſiſting me, I thank'd him very 
ſincerely for the good News. The thing 1s not yet 
done (cried the Margue/s, charm'd at the Succeſs of 
his Project) © but I don't doubt at my Return to wiſh 
« you Joy of it: I ſhall be extrer-cly pleas'd (con- 
* tinued he) for I vow, I have nothing more at Heart 
than your Intereſt.” 

I anfwer'd in a proper manner to this Compli- 
ment. It grew late, and Zerbeora came a ſecond 
Time, to know if I would go to Supper: The old 
Margque/s drew near with a reſpectful Air which 
pleas'd me, and aid very complaiſantly my Leave 
to ſtay whilſt I ſupp'd. * Alas! my Lord (anſwer 'd 
I, ſomething perplex'd at his Requeſt) “ knowing 
e me ſo well as you do, is it poſſible to refuſe you?“ 
« Certainly (replied the Marguz/s 3) I confider you in a 
Light fo different from what you imagine, that the 
* leait Hint from you, to me, is an Order not to be 
* diſputed ; as a Proof of it, I am ready to leave 

* you, if you are ſo unjuſt as to think me capable of 
* aſſuming a Right to the leait Complaiſance on your 
Side; a fingle Word will convince you; is my 
Company unſcaſonable ?* No, my Lord (replied 
J. obliging him to fit down again, and charm'd with 
his Politeneſs) your Behaviour deſerves even a 
« greater Regard than your Quality, and encourages 
me ſo far, that I almoſt dare — to offer my 
Supper ſuch as it is.” * Ah! you oblige me in- 
* finitely (replied the Margucſi, end avouring to kiſs 
my Hand, which I drew from him) © this ſhews how 
. charming a Creature you are.” The Margque/s ſaid 


a thouſand fine Things befides on this Subject. Sup- 


per, 
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per, which was brought in, afforded a Suſpenſion of 
Compliment: ; ; Idi the Honours of wy Table pretty 
well, and may venture to affirm, the Nobleman im- 
bib'd more Love than Wine, though that was not 
ſpared, he ſeeming to reliſh it. 

If any preciſe Woman : ſhould blame my Complai- 
fance in admitting the Mar qur/s's private V fits, I ho; pe 
ſhe will con leſcend to inform me how 1 ought to have 
behaved : Had ſhe been - my Place, perhaps ſhe 
had not come off fo well. Why ſhould I flatter the 
Alarque/s for his Probity ? To pique him upon the 
Point of Honour, to prevent his t.king undue Liber- 
ties; ſuch an Addreſs is excuſable, and a Woman is 
allow” d to have Recourſe to the like Artifices, when 
their ſole Aim is to make their Innocence or Virtuc 
revePd. 

I had no Reaſon to repent of my Conduct; the 
old Mr was very gay and made Love, * with 
the ſame Reſpect as if 1 kad been a Woman of the 
firlt Quality. He defir'd a Song, 1 complied ; he 
made me a thoufand Compliments on the Subject; 
when the Clock ſtruck Eleven, of Iis own Accord 
he ſaid, he would not make me regret my Conue- 
ſcenſion, and that it was Time for him to retire, TI 
receiv'd this laſt Proof of his Defence as I ought, 
and indeed it was ſo acceptable that I ceclar'd ny 

Satisfaction; after this he took Leave, aſſuring me 1 
ſhould never have the leat Reaſon to comp plain of bis 
Paſſion, much lefs of his Behaviour. 

During eight Days that he conſtantly viſited, I had | 
no Grounds for the leaſt Sufriczon ; ſometimes we 
Plaid at T:ick-tock, which he taught me; at _ 
Times he gave me an Account of what paſs'd a 
Court. This was an in<xhauftible Subject. I mu 

own thts Nobjcman*s Converſatian was eres 
and amuſed me fo very much, that I was never tired 
with. it. At firſt I was upon the Reſerve, appre- 
hending his obliging me to explain myſelf with Kc- 
ſped to his Sv on, which would have made me ve! * 
uncaſy; but when I was freed from this Care by his 00 
Bees I foon behav'd with my uſual Cheartul- 
nefs, It was not diſagreeable; my Temper is pliable, 


and 
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and eaſily accommodates itſelf to my Company; I 
have often experienced this, and reflect with ſome 
Pleaſure, that it has generally been relilh'd. Pride 
interferes a little here, I aſk Pardon; bat, it it is be- 
coming to acknowledge our Faults, is it not ſome- 
times allowable to mention our good Qualities ? In 


my Opinion it ſhould be fo, there being a kind of 


Equity in ſuch a Behaviour, 

On the eighth Day the Margue/5 inform'd me he 
was oblig'd to return to Court, and that he ſhould 
not ſee me for a Fortnight : © I ſwear (ſaid he) no 
journey of a long Time has given me ſo much Un- 
* eaſineſs : I am fo uſed to the Pleaſure of your Com- 
* pany, that I ſuffer cruelly in tearing myſelf from 
you; never before could I be ſaid to know what 
« Dependence is, and if you think me ſincere, you'll 
contribute to make it ſupportable, there may be a 
Method thought of to render it ſo.“ The old Mar- 
qui/e, for the little Time he had viſited, had fo much 
accuſtom'd me to this Sort of Diſcourſe, that I gave 
little Regard to it. 

The Day following this Farewel, made me ſuſſer 
in my Turn: The Marque/s, old as he was, had the 
Talent of diverting me; when the Hour came, at 
which he us'd to viſit, I was alone, and gave myſelf 
up to Melancholy and Vexation; Time hung very 
heavy upon my Hands; no News of S.. Fal, and con- 
ſequently none of my Lover. He was no longer 
guilty from the Time I knew his Life expos'd, and 
every Moment I wearied Heaven with my Vows for 
his Safety, 

One Morning when Trouble had wak'd me ſooner 
than ordinary, I heard the Relation of ſomething that 
had paſo'd in the Army, with a Lift of the Slain and 
Wounded, cry'd about the Strects. 'Lhis ſtruck a 
Terror into me, for fear of finding the real Cauſe of 
my not hearing from thoſe in whote Behalf I inte- 
reſted myſelf; however, I defired iy Aunt to buy 


it, and receiv'd it with an aching Hcart. Parbeira 


brought the Hawker up with her; I aſk'd him vw he- 

8 P 

ther the Account related any Thing that had lately 

paſs d, and might be depended upon? “ Witzout 
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„ doubt (anſwer'd the Hawker] it 15 not above a 
« Month ſince it happen'd, we had the Relation but 
* Yeſterday.” I gueſs'd by his Anſwer, the Paper 
he bragz'd of was not much to be credited, and told 
him, that if he had no freſher Account, it did not 
ſuit my Purpoſe. The Hawker, to retrieve his In- 
diſcretion, faid, „if I was curious in knowing Mat 
% paſs'd in German, he would bring me the Gazetie 
«« twice a Week, atſuring me, that every thing « hich 
40 paſo'd in the Army, was to be found there.” | 
took him at his Word, and promis'd 0 fat; tv him 
ſo well for it, that he aſſur'd rie he would bring I 
Gazette, which was every Moment expected, t 
very Day. I was highly picaſed to think | 
found out an Expedient, to know what pair. 
As it was a Holyday, aud I defipn'd to go ny 
tO Maſs, to avoid mectng any © 1225 L fat down 
my Toilette, where 1 was not à {title ſurpriz'd 
whit han; en'd. 

Looking for ſomething in one of the Boxes, 
found a Packet that T Ci.) not know, and what 
examin'd. It prov'd to be a bur, ſuch as Co 
ters are put into, very well ſecur'd, which, b. 
Weight] judg'd to ve full 01 Gro, was net mi: 
taken; it Contain'd two hundred Piuloles, and tue 
following Billet. 
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This Piece cf Generoſity, and the Manner of »- 
ng it, ſurpriz'd me Ver much; it can? very featon- 
ah y. my ready Moncy being almoſt exhauſted by the 
Al. it ce L had given my Parents, and contequenttiz 

I mu! 


11 


The FRI Country Maid. 1273 


i muſt have wanted very ſhortly. I admir'd the di- 
vine Providenc e, and from my Heirt acknowledged 
its Bounties ; my Fervency in the Church ſurpat: 4 
what ] ha 1 CVcr telt before; the Poor were amp ly 
remember'd ; and before I left the Sanctuary, I gave 
Money to the Sacriſtan to have Maſſes offer'd up for 
the Margusſs's and the C:unt's Preſervation from the 
Dangers to which they were expos'd. I always had 
{ Coniiden=e in ſuch Acts of Piety, and have fre- 

uently experienc'd that they are never thrown away; 
the firn Effect I recciv'd from their Efficacy, was Re- 
ſignation and Peace of Mind, and this certainly was 
no ſinall d vantage 

The Fla 2 who had promis'd me the Gazette, 


brought it after Dianer ; L looic'd earneitly for the 
Arti x wh 4 miglit 9 ive me fone Account of the 
Perſons for chem I vas 3 *ern'd. Alas! what be- 
came on when i found a Paſſice which tœo plain- 


„ confim'd whit Sr. Fai! had wrote conce W the 
Mr; 1 The Paper gare an Account, that a De- 

tochinent, commande“ by a Man of 2 aliey: had 
hoen Cut off, and the SS r leſt for dead on the 
Place. Ah Heavens! cried 1, bath'd in Tears, tlie 
Ait is no more! No wonder I did not hear 
from bis Kinſman. Overwhelm'd as I was, I fainted 


Two Hours naſfe. before I came to myſelf, I 
found my Ded ſurrounded with ſtrange Faces, and 


Barbara on her Knees crying g itterly, having giv en 
me over ot dead : A Prici whom ſhe had ſent for 
in her Fright, ad how“! me Alas! (cried I very , 


piteouſly) more ſick in Mind than Dody.“ “ Cou- 
* rao „ Madam, (replied he) Heaven will relieve 
vau; in the mean Time, reſign yourtelf into the 

lands of Providence.” At this the Company 
wichdrew, and left me alone with the Clergy man, 
whom have mention'd on another Occaſion (the 
per ent for on Account of the Packet thrown 
from Ju „in's Window). I loox'd upon him as one 
tent from Howe en at this terrible Cor juncture; I ac- 


«i V. 


quaunted him how much I was afflicted, letting him 


know in general, that my Fain ting Was occaſion” d b * 
F 2 Roar 8 
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hearing of the Death of a Perſon who was dear to 
me, and whom I look'd upon as a Man that was to 
have been one Day my Huitband. 

The diſcreet Ecclefiaſtick accommodated himſelf 
to my Weakneſs, comforted me with very moving 
Expreſſions, and warded off the Deſpair which was 
ready to ſeize me, by making me ſenſible of the lit- 
tle Credit I ought to give to the publick Papers, 
which, he ſaid, were very uncertain. He exhorted 
me to have Recourſe to God, and aſſured an open 
Refuge; in a Word, he handled the Subject with ſo 
much Addreſs, that he prevail'd on me to promile 
not to indulge my Grief at the Expence of my 
Health; that it was a heinous Offence againk God; 
and that an Attachment to Creatures, which drer, 
on one's own Dettruction, was a Crime for which 1 
mult one Day be reſponſible ; he concluded with pro- 
miſing to viſit me from time to time, and to be mind- 
ful of me in his Praycrs. 

Immediately after ke was gone, a tall thin Man, 
whoſe monſtrous black Wis ſtruck a Terror into me, 
advanced, without ſpeaking a a Word, to take me by 
the Hand. My Head was ſtill in back Confuſion, 
that not percowing him to be a Phyſician, I cricd 
out. for help. Theſe Symptoms (ſaid he ſeizing 
my Arm, and feeling my Pulſe in Spite of my Re- 
ſiſtance, and addreſling himſelf to an elderly Lady 
who came with him) indicate a maniteſt Delli um, 
and what paſſed juſt now was a Fit of it. The 
Lady mutt be bled immediately, whilit this Inter- 
val laſts.” What with Weakneſs and Surpriſe, I 

was unable to interrupt this expeditious Gentleman, 
Tie Lady, who had an entire Confidence in him, 
faid by way of Exclamation, Good God! now 
« favourable is Providence! If Doctor Purple had 
„ not been at Home, what might not have hap- 
% pen'd?” During the Lady's Soliloquy, the Phy - 
fician, with an Air as if he would be obeyed, or- 
der'd my Aunt to fetch Mr. Lancelet the Surgeon to 
let me blood in the Foot. This terrible Order re- 
cover'd my Voice; I told Dr. Purple, I was oblig'd 
o him for his Care, but that, God be thank d. 

1 there 


— 
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there was no Occaſion for the Surgeon. “ You'll 
„ ſce (fad he without giving me any Aniwer) © Mr. 
« Lancelet will come too late, another Fit is coming 
« on.” Hey Day! (cried I interrupting him ve- 
ry haſtily) « what is the Meaning of all this? Do 
vou imagine | am mad? «© God forbid, Madam, 
(replied the Phyſician looking very myſteriouſly on 
the ſtrange Lady, who ſeem'd to pity me) we are 
« far from any fuch T . er Have a good Heart, 

Madam, (continued he hold ing a Candle to my 
Face) we'll ſet you up again pleaſe God. Do 
« you fee (ard he in a low Voice to the Lady at 
my Bed's Itead) © that Sparkling in the Eyes and 
« ſtaring Look? Infallible Proofs of outrageous 
« Madneſ:. An Empirick as I am, is never deceiv'd 
« by the Eye; though the whole Faculty were pre- 
« tent, 1 would not Pate them an Irch. Really the 
*Ignorance of our Fhvtici; n. 15 prod: gious; a con- 
« vincing Proof of which, is the Envy they bear 
„ Men of Skill ike me, Patience; they talk of 
% making Pari: too hot for me; may be ſo; but 
% woe beride them: I have a whole Volume ready, 
« which PI! print in H- dand, that ſhall make them 
« repent their Proceedings 

The Lady approv'd wi tha Nod what he fd, and 
aſk'd him what Kemedies he thought of employing 
to cure my Madneſs? „ Very imple ones“ (replied 
the Empirick, who was certainly the maddeſt of the 
two:) „ The Gentlemen of the Faculty will hold 
© a Patient in hand three Years with their Lenitives 
« and Regimen ; ; whereas my Remedies have their 
Effect in nine Days; you ſhall fee the E. pcriment. 
„I'll have her bled three Days conſequently twice 
„% a Day; I'll emaciate her three Days more with 
« Bread as Water; the laſt three Days ihe ſhall be 
« {et up to the Neck in a cold Bath for ſix Hours 
« each Day; ard if on the Tenth ſhe be not cured, 
„% and as much in her Senſes a, I am, I'll torfeit the 
Name I have acquir'd, and am willing to be thought 
as ignorant as an Apothecary's Apprentice of three 
4% Months ſtanding.” 
I was ſo terrified at the murderous Deſigns this 

PF. 3 Em- 
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Empirick was projecting againſt me, that I cricd 
out bitterly. Barbara, who was now return'd, ran 
to me, all in Tears, and enquired in the tendereit 
Manner what was the Matter. * Alas! my dear 

Friend, (faid I pointing to the terrible Dr. Pa I. ö 
ſend that Man we y, the very Sight of him makes 
me tremble.*” «© Is Mr. Lonce Yo com ing! ? (cricd 
the Empirick . regarding what I fat d.) „ Oh, 
% here he Is (continued he ſeeing him enter the 
Room:) Come, Sir, to the Oper ation. But firſt 
of all (added he pulling out a Paper) take Notice 
« of this Permiſſion which has been granted me fer 
viſiting of Patients during one Month; it is pro- 
* per to do T hings in order, that vou may go to 
„Work wich the grcateſt Confidence.“ The s ur. 
geon, without ma in Z any Reply, produced a Fil- 
let, his Lancets, and called for warm Water. Whi!2 
this Conſpiracy and the Preparations were carrying 
on, I made a Sign for Barbara to come to me, then 
making her d raw the Curtains about me, catch'd up 
a Gow: n, and efc: aped out at the Bed's Feet into an- 
mer Nn, ſecuring the Door, with a frm Reſo- 
Iijon not to oper it till Dr. Purple and his Collegue 


cold hear rom Hence, the Uproar my Eſcape, 
v öh. rere, &, rand. See, (cried the Em- 
irie) “ can there be u more COnVINGNg Proof of 
„ 2-4,nefs, thin H. wo from Reme:iics het are ne- 
66 -- £5, ' 3 * y:1 | I 172 | 1 2 6 * . 11 Ne 111 of. 
(hn 1 ke, ring tothe Lit? in ti Chan: 
; | n 
7 : | | \ i 
6 i . 5 &\ uc 1 = " 
«20: ri, u metiorie tim t. 
80 anc; And the Latin! hs Ct altos Under 2 au 
Who of their forcing tae Door, Lericd gut ali, 


and Uireaten 4 LO * Mmlaln al Lille Fy :IIQOW'S on 4 
Outrage. 
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Vi d Man of too much Honour, and too much my 
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humble Servant, to bleed me without my Conſent. 
— 1 

6." Sir., 
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Sir, I believe vou, (anſwer'd I in Tears;) but 
6 r. Pu ple 1s {ty bent on my Dettr ruction, that he 
7 7 


4 al oblige „ou to da it.. „ No. dam, vou. 
* need not fear it (replied La α⁸u¹t; I give you my 
« Ward, I'll be the firſt to o7poſe it. Open the 
Door, that TI may have che Sati faction of To 
% couriing wich you, and you. will find I ha 
greater Regard for your Conimands, than thoſe 
6 — — anv other Peron. 

The Lady, n I mentien'2, and who. was 
rea.ly good natured, and doubtieſs moved at my 
Tears, made the fame Proteſtations, and promis'd 
me that I ſhould not be moleſtad. Las duraged with 
this 1 ventured to open the Door. The Surgeon 
and the Lady came in, ſhutting the Door againft 
Purjle, who was for forcing his Way, and made me 
cry out for Fear a fecond Ii. Recover VOUTr- 
« ſelf, Madam, (aid the Sirveon) and do me the 
© Honour to inform my, „hac ha: occa ioned the 
& Trouvle Iſce you 107” lis polig Behaviour gave 
me new Life; I related to him all that hal bal; 'd, 
and this with fo mach Calmneis that he ſhrugg'd up 
his Shoulders, ſaying, it was not the firit Piece of 
Folly the Man had commicted ; that it was ſurpriſing 
he ſhould have leave to practiſe; he added, that he 
did not want Skil, but that his Method s were ſo 
expeditious, that none but thote whoſe Caſes were 
deſperate, wou'd venture to be under his Hands. 
his extra) apant ee re de with my 
gratitying very ha ndi omeiv the Empirick and Sur- 
gcon, ho went away \ ell ſatisf ted, but created ſuch 
a Diu in me to Prefs riptions and Phy fr ins, that 
I never could be PreVe, Pa 


_ 
« Þ 


upon fince, even on the 
moſt urgent Occaitons, to make any U G4 of them. 
It's true, I have often been mode tenfible that this is 
Prejudice, but it's u ha: a can't conquer, and pruta- 
bly may carry to my Gra 


— 5 
ths e Lady, WjiiO was 10 1 as to come to my 
75 5177 \ * > * 1 88 3 2 111 * 
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bad an Apartment in ite ſane Houſe with me: A 
great Devote, and one ho had taken a Likin T to 
me, from Kir z me, ike ſaid, pray at has rch, 
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where ſhe continually was, with great Fervency. 
As ſoon as ſhe diſcovered by Barbara's Outcries, that 
I was in Danger, as my good Aunt imagm'd, ſhe 
reſolv'd to afliſt both Body and Soul; and it was 
owing to her Charity that I was viſited by the Cler- 
gyman and Dr. Purple, in both of whom ſhe had 
an entire Confidence, tho* very differently ground- 
ed, the one being a Man of Senſe and well quali- 
fed for his Office, the other little better than fark 
mad, as the Reader may judge from what has been 
ſaid. 

As ſoon as I was freed from the Attack I had un- 
dergone, and Bas bara had acquainted me with the 
Readineſs the devout La ady had ſhown in a! Juling me, 
J return'd her Thanks in the politeſt Manner 1 was 
Miſtreſs of: She made me, on her Side, great Pro- 
teſtations of ſervi ip g me, and retired after aſluring me 
of her earneſt Detire of being better acquain ted, to 
which I 2 e red with a low Curteſy, I had ſuffer- 
ed too much by my tf Acquaiptance, to hazard a 


ſecond, Ncting could prevail on me to change my 
Conor. 
When I w-s left at Liberty, I took a Review of 
lat had cent, the Trouble I had ſuffer'd. In 
18379 CVE itetatal Gazette which had bereaved 
Te en un.) Yenies, v. hether the Clernyman's Diſcourſe 
pre ail, or that l found the Articic not fo very po- 
Hive, as 1 had imap in d. methouglit t Here was tome 
room to doubt, and from thence entertain'd a faint 
G:imple of Fiore. The Margu//s's Name vas not 
inſerted; there micht very well kave been feveral 
Detachment, commanded too by People of Qual ity, 
and poſutly it might not be the Perfon for whom 1 
was ſo nearly concerned. I went to ſleep with this 
ſoothing Reflection, 

Barbara, whom I would fain have ſent to Bed, 
but was obſtinately bent cn watching by me, fell 
aſleep; my Conſideradion for her preve ented me from 
waking her. Happy for me, that Providence or- 
der'd it thus; fir had IT been left alone in the In- 
cident I am going to relate, I muſt have died away 
thro' Fear; the Event will {ow it. 


The 
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The Trouble in which I had ſpent that Day, 

> doubtleſs was the Cauie of a frightful Dream, with 

which I was diſturbed. Methought a Ghoſt loaded. 
with Chains appeared, looking mournfully upon me. 
I ſhut my Eyes at his horrible Aſpect; but, com- 
pelling me to open them, I ſaw in his Arms a bleed- 
ing Corps all cover'd with Wounds, which I knew 
to be my Lover. Methought this Spectacle made ſo 
deep an Impreſſion on my terrified Senſes, that I re- 
mained quite ſtupefied, and my Heart was fo op- 
preſs'd, that, ſullenly penſive, I beheld ſeveral diſ- 
mal Objects without ſhedding a Tear. My Lover's 
Father led a Woman, who ſeemed to have my Air 
and Features ; Melancholy rho in the Counte- 
nance of this other Self, and what ſhe did ſeemed 
done by Compuliion. The old Margucſi kneel'd 

down with her at the Feet of the Phantom; the 
Corps he carried feem'd to revive at the Woman's 
Approach, whom the Maru preſented to it, and 
the Blood no longer How'd from his Wounds, He 
took his Father's Hand and that of the Woman, 
who reſembled me, and joined them. I ſtared, and 
conſidered with Emotion what paſſed; but, how was 
I ſurprized, when looking on the Bridegroc m, I 
perceived he was grown young again, and initead 
of the old Marguah, it appeared to be the Son, wes 
embrued in Blood, had been carnicd by the Phñan- 
tom! I turn'd haſtily to him. Aſtoniſh'd at this, Sr, 
Fal ſucceeded to the Phantom, and feem*d cover d 
with Wounds, as the young Miroue/s had been: his 
Countenance waz fo mouraful and moving, that 1 
was going to comfort him in the exceſſive Sorrow 
with which he appeared 0 * overwh-lmed ; when 
of a ſudden my Curtains being drawn back, I ſtarted 
out of mv Sleep, and diſcover'd, by the Watch- 
light, a Man arm'd with a Pon iar!, which he Dre- 
ſented to my Breait, ſaying, 1% are dead if you 
make tre leaſt Note; your Parſe, ar your Le, ihes 


FONG a7. 
O Heavens! to you I owe my Preſervation. 7'4y 
Aunt, who had began to doze, as 1 iaid bet te, 3 


not fo well compos'd as to ſleep found. vii 1h tt! 
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the Robber breathe, who having form'd his Deſign, 
lay hid juſt by her; and it pleaſed God ſhe mould 
take Notice of it. Inſtead of giving way to Fear, 
ſhe roſe up under pretence of peaking to me, and 
ſaid, in order to compals her Ends, that ſince I was 
going to Reſt and wanted nothing, ſhe would go to 
Bed in the Kitchen. But inſtead of that, ſhe ſtole 
out ſoftly, and going down Stairs ſhe waked a Tradeſ- 
man by Means of a Chamber-window that look'd 
into the Court, who kept ſeveral Men, and acquaint- 
ed him with the Danger I was in, and the Aſſiſtance 
of which I ſtood in need. Ihe Man ſurpriz'd at this, 
called up his People in an Inſtant, and ſending one 
for the Watch, came up ſoftly with the reſt in order 
to aſſiſt me. 

He enter'd juſt as the Villain was forcing me to 
riſe in order to give my Money. The Wretch dropp'd 
the Poniard at this une xpected 87 ght, fell at my Feet 
and begg'd for Mercy. More dead than alive, I had 
not Strength to ſpeak. The Tradeſman and his 
People immediately ſecur'd him, and preſently knew 
him again to be the Hawker who brought the Ga- 
zette. He confeſs'd his Intention ot robbing me, 
and with bitter Lamentations accus'd my Impru- 
dence, as having given Occaſion to it, proteſting 
that during forty Years of Life he had ever behavcd 
honeſtly, but this Opportunity and his own ex- 
treme Poverty had prompted him to this Wickedneſs, 

The Account he gave was as follows: That at 
tie time he brouglit the Gazette, ſome one came to 
receive Money ; that the Quantity which I ſhowed, 
made him think of robbing me at a proper Oppor- 
tunity ; that my Keeping the Gazette ſo long g afford- 
ed 3 leiſure to take Notice of the Houte ; never- 
theleſs, he did not intend to put his Dc#gn in Eu- 
ecution that Day; but my fainting away haviag 
created a great Confuſton, he determin'd to t: ke that 
Opportunity. He hid Limfelt in a little Clotet near 
my Bed, a: d, but for Barbara, all would have been 
over. God Almighty, who watches over and pre- 
tects his Servants,- did not permit it, and ſhow'd by 
the Inftrument he was plcaſed to employ in pre- 

I ſerving 
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ſerving my Life, the Greatneſs of his Power, and 
that he inſpires, when he pleaſes, the moſt fearful 
with Courage. The ſecret Ways of the divine Grace 
are wonderful, and the great Diſpenſer can never be 
ſufficiently adored. 

The ſame Power ſupported and encouraged me 
to ſave the Life of the Wretch, who had attempted 
mine ; a Moment later he had fallen into the Hands 
of Juſtice. I prevail'd with the Tradeſman to let 
him go, and in caſe the Watch came before he got 
away, to ſay he had made his Eſcape. I was ſo much 
moved at his great Want, which he deſcrib'd with 
Tears and bitter Regret for his giving Way to ſa 
black a Crime, that 1 gave him two Louis d Urs to 
help him to maintain ten ſmall Children he had up- 
on his Hands; exhorting him to live honeſtly, and 
promiſing farther Aſſiſtance from time to time, on 
condition his, Wife, or one of his Children came for. 
it, and that I never ſaw him more. 

[ ſhall ſay no more of my Conduct on this Occa- 

liog ; the 8 Satisfaction which aroſe from it was a ſuf- 
kcieut Recom pence, The Watch return'd as they 
came, much diverted, without doubt, at my ground- 
lels Fright : As for the Workmen, whoſe Slcep Was 
io Jac kily Gitturbed, | gratified them for their Pains, 
as they well deſerved: Their Maſter was loaded with 
Achncu. ledgmente, and the next Day [ preſented 
hin with a Gold-headed Cane, aſturing him I was 
much concern'd it was no better; 1 valued myſelf 
on my Gratitude for his Zeal and Readineſs to ſerve 
me. 

As for my dear Aunt Barhara, to whom I ow'd 
my Lite, I rroras'd not to 1: ave the World till I 


had Wen am; le Proots of 17 00 lig "7 tions to her. A 
rigid Prudence prevented ip declaring on this Oc- 
Cation who | vas»; but her Simplicity was not to he 
truited, Flier Indütcretion millet have drawn Conſe- 
quences of fo much Weight,“ that | wa. ſulent againſt 
my Inclination : ! evert}, cleſs, I made amends by 
redoubling my Kin * els, and perceived wich Pleu- 


oO 
fare ſhe was ſenſible of it; this eated me of Part of 


te Concern my Silence occalioned. A cert in 
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Turn of Mind is never tired with conferring Benefits: 
on thoſe, who are thought deſerving of * 

[ lay awake the rem: ining Part of that Night, and 
only began to reſt when Day was far advanc'd. It 
was near four in the Afternoon when Barbara wak'd 
me, on account of a great Gentleman in a black 
Gown, with two Attendants, defiring to ſpeak with 
me. I was ſufficiently ſurpriz'd at ſuch a Viſit, and 
queſtioned her about their Behaviour, Her Anſwer 
was, that the Gentleman in the Gown had enquired 
of her if Madame des Roches was at Home (for thro? 
Inadvertency I went ſtill by that Name) and upon 
her ſaying I was aſleep, he replied, that I muſt be 
wak'd, having ſome Buſineſs with me. My En- 
quiry afforded no Light into the Affair. I was pre- 
paring to rife for receiving this extraordinary Viſit, 
when the Commiſſary, who waited in the Anti- 
chamber, came very civilly into my Room, acquaint- 
mg me, that I need not give myſelf that Trouble, 
he having but a Word or two to ſay. Chairs were. 
fet ; and having taken his Place, he addreſs'd him- 
{elf to me as follows: 

Laſt Night, Madam, the Watch brought a Man 
before me; as he appear'd like one who was mak- 
ing his Eſcape, and it being too late for examining 
him, he was committed: On his Examination this 
Morning, having cor tzadicted himſelf when aſk'd 
from whence he came, he was conhn'd a cloſe Pri- 
ſoner. A Letter, directed for you, Madam, and 
which he entruſted to the Turnkey, in hopes of 
its be ing ſent, was intercepted and broke open on 
Suſpicion. In it he begs tor Mercy, and that you 
would not diſcover him, elſe he is a dead Man. 

Being examin'd as to this Poi:t, he declared that 
he had brought you the Carte, and ſtaid Supper 
with your Servants, which was the Occaſion of 
his being out fo late. This agrees fo ill with the 
« Contents of the Letter, that I am come, Madam, 
* to know what Complaint he would have ſtifled, 
and which would be fatal if known. With your 
Leave, I' take down your Information: You are 
4 


at Liberty to act as you pleaſe ; but I muſt inform 
vou, 
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2 that it ought to be conformable to the Truth, 


auſe there will be Witneſſes called, Examina- 
tions taken, and it may be of ill Conſequence, if 
it ſhould appear that you have not given a true 


Account: The Appearance you make, Madam, 
is ſuch as requires my acting in this Affair with 


great Deference.“ 


hilſt he was ſpeaking, I could not but admire 


the divine Juſtice, which purſues Wickedneſs, but 


was concern'd at the ſame Time that my good In- 


tention was fruſtrated. I was at a Loſs how to an- 


fwer, being ſenſible that the Wretch's Life depended _ 


on my Information. The Commiſſary waited for 
me to begin. At laſt, | ſaid © it was true, that 
being juſt going to Bed, I found this Man in my 
« Chamber, which terrifed me ſo much, that I 
« ſ{cream'd out and raiſed the Houſe ; but, having 
« enquired into the Fruth, T underſtood that he 
« had fallen aſlcep after Supper in the Kitchen, and 
« that when he wak'd, in endeavouring to go out, 
„ he had miſſed his Way, and came into my Cham- 
ber; that being frighten'd himſelf, when ſuſpect- 
« ed for a Thief, he fled away to prevent being 
« ſeiz'd.” This had a plauſible Appearance. The 
Maſter of the Houſe and bis Servants, whom I pre- 
par'd, agreed to the fame Story, by which Means the 
Priſoner got his Diſcharge in two Days, as his Wife 
inform'd me when ſhe came to return Thanks, and 
aſſured me, that ſhe and her Family were bound to 
pray for me as long as they liv'd. 

All theſe Vexations, under which I had labour'd 
for ſome Time, affected my Health. By degrees I 
grew ſo pale and yellow, that every one pitied me. 
My good Aunt, ſeeing me in this Condition, exerted 
herſelf to free me from the deep Melancholy which 
hung upon me. You have certainly, Madam, a 


Mind to kill me (faid the good Creature ;) is it. 


« poſſible that one of your Age thould thus bury 

* herielf alive? A young Lady acts very diſcreetly 
* to live retired, agree with you, and to give no 
Handle to cenſorious People; but fill ſhe muſt 
nat forſwear all Diverſions, Will you never ceaſe 
« bewailing 
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* bewailing the Loſs of your good Man? Why, 
he left nobody behind him, that he is fo much la- 
« mented ? Is it impoſſible to find his Fellow? 

Oppreſt'd as I was with Afflicuon, I could not 
fometimes forbear ſmiling at her quaint Speeches ; 
but this was but a Winter's Sun, foon obſcur'd b 
the gloomy Clouds of Griet. My melancholy 
Dream was {till preſent to my Imagination: Alas! 
too ſure a Prediction, as I foon experienced. 

One Day, whilſt I was ſtanding very penſive at 
my W indow, a Coach ſtopp'd at the Door, which I 
knew belong'd to the old Marqueſs, I ſtarted with- 
out knowing why. When he enter'd the Room, he 
appear 'd very ſorrowful, tho? he trove to conceal it. 

© Good God! (cried hc) what is the Matter? Are 
« you fick, and did not acquaint me with it?“ His 
Gentleman, who follow'd him, whiſper'd ſomething 
in hs Ear. Very true (replied the Margae/s to 
what he had heard) but JI am in ſo much Trouble, 
* I did not reflect on it. Ah! Jenny, Jeuuy (conti- 

nu'd the Margneſe, throwing himſelf into a great 
Chair) © how cruelly do you make me feel my Len- 
derneſs for my Son!“ 

Scarce had the old Nobleman utter'd theſe Word, 
when a Trembling feiz'd me: I concluded my 
Dream accompliſh' d, and my Lover no more. This 
Notion prevaii'd fo much, that 1 ſuriek'd out, and 
wept e, It was owing to ſome Drops, I had 
taken juſt before, that I did not faint away; for as 
I was ſubje& to Vapours and Fits, I might very weil 
expect it, conſidering the Occaſion. I learnt from 
the Diſcourſe of the Marqui/s and his Gentleman, 

which they did not obſerve, thag my Lever was 
8 wounded in t! Head, after giving 11: 
nal Proofs of his Courage, and that & . Fal was ta- 
ken Priſoner in the Battle, which was 1 fougka two 
Days after the preceding Action, 

This melancholy News threw me into a Fit cf 
Sickneſs. The Phyſicians, ſent for by the Marque/s, 

on the fourth Day gave me over, unleſs Nature, by 
a prodigious Effort, could make off from about my 
Ieart, the Bile which was on the Point of ſuffo- 
cating 


The Fur;unate Coun!ry Maid. 135 


eating me. Nothing that I took, ſtaid; from whence 
they concluded there were no Hope: left. 

The old Margue/7's Prudence and Refolution doubt- 
leſs preſerved my Life. He never left my Bedlide, 

and feeing me given over, he tried to I hings which 
ibn me from the Jav.5 of Death. One was an 
Emetick, tho” feldom preſcribed, and then only in 
deſperate Caſes, ottener killing than curing z he ſent 
for ſix Grains, and inſtead of waſting it well wich 
Water, as is uſual, he gave me the who! e Doſe in a 
ſpoonful of Broth, and, to prevent my bringing it 
up again immediately, he held my Head up, till it 
had been long enough in my Stomach to have its 
Effect. His other Contrivance, employ'd at the 
ſame Time, did not a little contribute to my Reco- 
very. A Courier, who had his Inſtructions, came 
in Boots, pretending to be juſt arrived from the Ar- 
my, giving un Account aloud that the young Mar- 
ques Was on the Road home; that as to his being 
dar igeroully wounded, it was a Miſtake, he having 
only receiv*d a Night Contuſion, which in tour Days 
was entirely cured. 

Notvithſtarding my Lowneſs of Spirits, and a 
continued Fever, which took away my Speech, I 
could hear what was ſaid, though, oppreis'd as I 
was, I did not rc Aect much TP it; but, when the 
Courier deliver'd lis Meſſage, a ſecret Joy ſpread it- 
ſelf in my Heart, and 3 it from the Load with 
which it had been fo 19: g overwheimed. The Eme- 
tick, whoſe Efficacy was thus aſliſted, work'd fo 
forcibly, that in the Violence of retching it was ap- 
prehended I ſhould expire. A black thick bilious 
Matter ruſh'd out in Larrents, and the Convulions 
in which 1 expell'd this Enemy of mos burit an Im- 
poſtume within me. The MMarguz/s's Surgeon, a 
Man of great Skill, aſſured him, he at if 1 farviv'd 
this Criſis all would be well: My Youth promis'd 
as much. In half an Hour's Lime the Operation 
ceas'd, my Colour return'd, the Agitation abated, 
and I fell faſt aſle ep. 

In two Days 1 was judg'd to be out of all Danger, 
and my Mind regaiu'd its uſual Tranquility. Atter 

returning 
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returning Thanks to Heaven for preſerving my Life, 
I made my Acknowledgment to the Margucſi for 
the great Tenderneſs I was inform'd he had ſhown 
in my Regard. He appear'd overjoy'd to find me in 
a Situation of Mind, that ſeem'd ſecure againit a 
Relapſe: He aſſur d me that he was entirely at- 
tach'd to me, and ſtill perſiſted in feeding the falſe 
Hopes he had given me concerning his Son: He 
was ſo complaiſant, as to forge Letters from him, 
and read them to me, that I might be perfectly eaſy 
as to that Point. Three Days convinced me I was 
entirely out of Danger; he return'd to Yer/ailles, 
leaving a Servant at Paris, to bring him an Account 
of my Health every Day till his Return. 

I was upon my Feet again and gathering Strength, 
when at laſt I receiv'd a Letter from &. Fal. I 
apen'd it with Joy, expecting a Confirmation of the 
agreeable News which had been invented to pleate 
me. But alas! the Agony I felt on reading What 


follows ! Sure. no one was ever tlius often over- 
whelm'd. 


Promis d you to act with Sincerity and Exatn'/s ; 

this Day, lovely Jenny, you have a crmvincing 
Proof of it. Hcau twill you receive the Tidings I Here 
fend ? Shall I not hade Room to reproach Mel! for 
keeping my Word ? I ſhall dna. I have an exact Ac- 
count of your Health, and if I hear my Letter has any 
ill C on/equences, depend upen it, I fall ever after write 
to yeu as one who wants Reſolution, and whoje - 
265 muſt be conſulted. 

I wwrote you Word, lovely Jenny, that my Couſin had 
abtain'd the Command of a 1 Yetachment, and that 7 
atprehended his Mcolancheoly might hurry him to far. My 
Fears were but tco well grounded. His Courage and 
Fexation put him upon attacking a Coney cc by 
treble his Number ; he fell into an Ambiuſjcnde, and 
ewithout a Miracle, muſt have perijp'd. Dubois, his 
Valet de Chambre, wwhe/e Action for his Maſter i; 
ebove the common Piech, ſaved his Life, and brought 
him bacs ta the Camp with tau Wounds, But, make 

yourſelf 
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yourſelf eaſy, thoy are not mortal, and ferhaps our Ap- 
prebenſions magnify the Danger. 

Two Days after, both Armies e a pitch'd Bat- 
the; Victory was on our Side, but 1 was taken Pri- 
foner. I am heartily concern'd, as I cannot fre you jn 
/oon as I expected, and am always uneaſy when abjent 
from you. 

You have here inchſed a Letter the Marqueſs had 
begun to me before the Action, and finiſh'd after he was 
awounded ; it will ſerve lo convince you that he was ned 
fo ungrateful as you imagined, and is not in /o much 
Danger as you may ferhaps appre hend. I fhall 42 ay no- 
thing of the Pregſi I here give you of my Regard : Iu- 
died they cught ta make Jome Inipre//ion, fence I am ie 
much my oven Enemy, as to find a Pleaſure in conſulting 
your Inclinazions, tho) in Oppe/itron to my own. 

J expect, love) Jenny, the dear Pleaſure of hearing 
you are well, and cannot be ec/y till then, confiderin 2 
the ill News I hawe here ſent. Does my Uncle continue 
his Vis! To cavn the Truth, I was amaz'd to hear 
he had found you out, and was afpris'd who e really 
are: He muſt be very cunning, and hade very parti- 
cular Reaſons, to get Jo good Information. He aurcie to 
me, but took no notice; I Hull de the Jae, fer an 
Eclairciſſement -aui/l not be wery fawcuratle to me. 
DM; Prijon, and whatever elje can hafen, ail! nat bs 
troubleſome, we ay ill allcww me a Share in your 
Efttem, as 1 certainly deſerve fy what you = of 
ene, a 'd the Fer; 22 Rejpedt 1 [ball pre CIT VE 1G toe End 
of my Tie. 


From DManherr. ST. 141. 


read in great Haſte the Mor,z:/7s Letter to Sr. Fal. 
Here it is Word tor Word. 


1 Lef? Paris, tar Kin, nan, qui te frantic Ry aud am 
running to an Erngag mnt in Dojpair. The Cauſt- 
cf my Melanc holy is 4 Secret to the BW arld, as avell as 
my Motive fer commanding the Ditechment ; but it muſt 
not be /o to you. Jenny no longer lewes me, but gives 
te Preference to the Duke of there is not the 

leaf 


— 


1:8 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


teaft room to doubt it ; this accafioned my Journey. My 
meeting every Day my Rival at the Generals Duarter 7 
Aud m? ubon ebtaining a Jepar ale Command.” Every 
Thing is become in/upportal le, fence the ungr ateful C rea- 
ture has betrayed me. In vain hew Þ[ ftrove to throw 
eff her tyrannical 17 us foe po. pes my Heart, and her 
Image is ever pr ent in my Mind. Fatal Paſfions ! 
Unhappy Error, which leaves no Room for Relief but 
in the Arms of Death ! 
My Scouts inform me that the Enemy is but teu Leagues 
difta..t, I fly to meet them. Dear Couſin, far, wil, Re- 


Die boy * '0 CHE eber [6 'd his Rit val, aid vet 104 hawe 


bee 4 5 F dear IG WE. 

If Jenny's Ai T Loa cr ſhould decrir E her, be you Ver 
Coy : gr. F. / IF 111. fer hy F. 1 £104C ber {Nece/jiltcs, 
ac. Hale her. 


: 1 — 
What follows was in another Hand. 


Am d. en. ted, quounded, and ſati fed, my dcar King 

man. The loft Word will jeem txtraordinary, but 
Pie 7 4 plain it; in th Ag time de. be jarpriz'd that 
I make 2. 8 of my decretary” s Pen; I cannot uſe My Wn, 
brit =_ give me great Hepes upon turing of the firſt 
Drasi. 7 Ilart is a Cut en the Head with a Bread- 
4 / Jenn; 75 I los me, Os a Cencleman game d 
Melicourt aurites mo Word ; and if aua ne declares 
bim F a ö / be true, I jhall cumftrt mrofeif fur 
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What Tears Oi not this Letter coſt me! 1 plainly 
diſcern'd the noble Character of my amiable Ar- 
e. Tho often did 1 kits the dear Characters, 
„hoc Price his bleeding Wounds fo gready en. 


"FA . 0 ' 
Ganced * 


* 


more obliged to him, as he never mention'd a Syl- 
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banced! What Anxiety did I not undergo! Why 
would not Decency permit me to take a Poſt-Chailc, 
fly to the Army, and convince him, that he alone 
was worthy of my Love, and capable of making me 
happy? A thouſand Projects preſc; ted themſclves 
for proving to the dear Man my Tenderneſs and 
Conſtancy, without hitting upon one Expedient to 
my liking. Pondering upon the Marfags ss Letter, 
I was ſtruck with fF3 s Behaviour; 1 was the 


lable of it in the Letters I had received from him fince 
1 had been at Paris. | concluce d that the Mlan, who 
conferr'd a Benefit for the ſole Pleaſure of doing it, 
was a true Friend, and the propercit Perton to be 
employed in ſending to the Army, as 1 was de- 
termin'd, to have a true Account of the Au, 
and to convince him I was not unworthy his At- 
fections. 

This Project was no foo ner thought on, but I re- 
ſolv'd to put it in Exccution. I w rote iminedia tely 


to Mlieturt, and ſent my Letter by an E xprets 1 

12de no doubt but that en the Reception of my 
Letter, he would inſtantly come to know how he 
might be ſerviceabie to me. Sr. Au Affair, I 
knew, would not be desde in vpwarcs of ſix 
Weeks, becauſe it had buen four! necettary to write 
again to - Rome. COncerti 107 JO TL, :macultues newly 
fart, Which Interval wan abu gantly more than 
ſuficicnt to ©; come fran ty, Vin, o which I 
mtendei rt oft 1 Fa Par to r. r. 

When St. rs Leeren ; -TM1ds 
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 tunity ot m., ting his Curt do a Ken, or. 
«whom he hal ic ret a Renecty as tac Mu 2 
© G I. [lt iatum'd me; ar me au ey 
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tectors at Court; that this Opportunity ſeem'd con- 


trived on purpoſe to oblige him, and for which he 
ſhould think himſelf indebted to me as long as he 
liv'd.? 
It's very juſtly ſaid, that the Manner of confering 
a Benefit enhances the Price. I was charm'd with 
Melicourt's Manner of complying with my Requeſt. 
I gave him Directions how I would have him ma- 
nage the Affair, with a Letter for the MHaręncſi, but 
deiir'd it might not be deliver'd till there was Ho 
that the Surprize of hearing from me, would not at- 
fe his Health. But what 1 chiefly infiſted upon 
was, that he would, without Diſgu iſe, end me Word 
what Condition he found my Lover in, and his Be- 
haviour on receiving my Leiter. Every Thing ns 
ing concluded on during Supper, ſuch as it wa 
Mallccurt ſent his Servant for Poit-Horſes, and fon 
out that very Night. Wa had computed, that he 
would be three Pays upon the Road, and that on 
the ſeventh I might expect to hear from him. All 
theſe Regulations conti ibuted to make me eaſy ; but 
above all, the 1arguy/;'s Letter, which convinced 
me I was ſtill dear to him. This envroſsd all wy 
Thoughts, Inad no letfure for any Thing elſe. Whe 
one is re ally in Love, every other Satisfaction 8 
center there; in effect, can any thing ſurpaſs the 
Pleaſure of lovi ing and being belov'd ? 
I ſhall not fet down here my Letter to the Mar- 
oweſs, he has luſt it; and it is impoilible for me to 
we a right Notion of it, as Writing under the In- 
13 of a ſtrong Pathon is widely different from 
What is related in cold Blood, It mult ſuffice to 
ſay, that it chiefly coniiſte!! in en preſing my Grief 
for the Wounds he had receiv'd, and the Dan neer he 
was in, with lively Affurances of the Tende rack of 
my Afﬀc<ions. No Expoſtulations; who could 
chide a Lover, found to be conſtant, and known to 
be in danger of loſing his Lite? The Heart never 
takes pet on ſuch Occaſions : Love poſſeſſes it en- 
tiroly, and every Thing elſe vaniſhes when that Point 
1 ſettled. 
Two Days after this, it being a Feſtival of our 
Lady, 
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Lady, finding I was able to go abroad, I rcſolved 
to fulfil a Vow my good Aunt had made for me in 
a Church dedicated to her, and to make one myſelf 
to Heaven in behalf of the Margucſi. I heard Maſs, 
and being told there would be a Sermon in the Af- 
ternoon, I dined early and returned again. A Ca- 
pucin preached with ſo much Energy, that I was | 
ftruck with it ; beſides that, his Diſcourſe was ſmooth ; 
and elegant, and did not favour of the Cowl ; he 
ſeem'd rather a Gentleman recommending ſtrict Mo- 
rals. My Eyes were fix'd upon the Preacher, me- | 
thought I had ſeen him before, but I did not reflect 1 
upon it; I was fo attentive to what he ſaid, that I 1 
took little Notice of auy Thing elle. | 

In the Concluſion of his third Point, he treated of 177 
Luxury, and irreverent Behaviour during the Myſte- 
ries. I know not how he came to caſt his Eyes to- 
wards me, but he had ſcarce look'd upon me, when 
his Speech fail'd him. He turn'd pale, ſtrove againſt 
the Fit that was ſcizing him, but in vain, he fainted 
away. Every one, frivhten' d and ſurpriz'd, was in- 
quiſitive about him in Whiſpers. Of two Perſons 
tiat knew him, one roſe to reach a Vial to him who 
was aſliſting the ſick Man; the other, being aſk'd 
the Name of the Religious, whom he ſaid he knew, 
made anſwer, he was a Perſon of Quality, who had 
an extraordinary Vocation, and told his Family's 
Name. Let any one judge of my Surpriſe ; it was 
the Chevalier 4 Elia, Had I any Reaſon to expect 
ſuch an Incident? I was ſo mov'd, that I had like to 
have undergone the fame Fate with Father [-zvore, for 
ſo he was called in Religion. Heaven was pleas'd to 
give me Strength; but, appreher. ding 1 miobe not 
be Mittreſs of myſelf, I took hold of my Aunt's Arm 
and retir*: 4. 

When ] reach'd home, I could not but admire my 
ſtrange Deſtiny, that would nat ſuf r one Day to pat 
unrecorded by ſome extraordinary Event. In Realit ty. 
was there any Room for me to expect ſuch a Ren- 
counter, who ſeldom went from home? This made 
ſuck an Impreſſion on me, that to prevent the like 
Adventures for the future, I determin'd never to 
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go to Church but in a Morning, and that fo early, 
as to run no Hazard of meeting any one I knew. 
But to „ at purpoſe are ſuch Prec cautions ? There is 
no lraguling aint what is appointed. 

The fte Da y ia the Evening, the old Marqueſs $ 
Gentle man made me a Viſit: the conſiderab le Part 
this Man will bear in the Concluſion of my Hiſtory 


makes 1t nece ſſary to draw his Character. 
He was about fifty five, his Countenance agree- 
able, and, thou h not handſome, it pleas' d by rea- 


{on of the Regularity of his Features; he was tall, 


well made, with an Air of Graazdcur in his Beha- 
viour. His Character was to be comp; ing and de- 


ceitful ; ever of your Opinion, in hopes ot bringing 
you over to his own. Ina word, a cunning, ily, 
diſſembliug Man. When in the leait dcfi:ous to 
pleaſe, he was ſure to ſucceed ; but never took the 
Fains without a premedita: ed Deſign of turning ic 
to your Pr ſudice. To this Sketch muſt be -dded. 
bis Pro penſity to be envious and jealous 3 for whoe- 
ver was agrceadle to his Maſter, was ſure to have him 
for an Enemy. Such was M. di Joiſan. 
Notwitliſtai ing his ill Qualitics, which he knew 
how to diiguiſe, he had gain'd the Margucſ's Con- 
fidence oy lar, as to be conſulted on all Occaſions. 
The Traytor was always of the Maſter's Mind in 
Appeara nce, but conſtantly had th: Dexterit y only 
bs agree with what he thought 1 in lifferent; as for 
what le appr? henaed would be contrary to his own 
Intereſts, he would artfully evade i it; and when that 


w 4a * * 
1 * FN 


was Bot to be de one otherwiie, he * recou t: 
Catumny and the vileſt Mealures, which fcldur fail d, 
as he was furniſh'd with Patience, Skill, and Con- 
ve Fel three Qualities which carry a Man tro” 
Er cry Thi! g. 

From what has been ſaid, one mey eaſily ! imagine 
he was well appris'd of his Maſter's Pafion fr me ; 
far from diſſuading him, he flaitcr'd his or RI 
vith every Thing that could render them ftrovgcr 
aud more betwitching. He thought me (0 1 mild, 
and Mas fo fully per ſuaded that the Meanuef, of my 
Buch would give him the Supericrity over my In- 

. tere it, 
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tereſt, how great ſoever it might be, that he con- 
ciuded he mould be able to govern me, much more 
than I could his Maſter. This was his Motive {or 
promoting the Affair, and willingly undertaking the 
Commiſſion of waiting upon me, and founding ne 
concerning the Paſſion wich which I had el the 
old Margucſe, and which was come to that Height, 
as he inform'd his Gentleman, that he was deter- 
min'd to indulge it, and try how far I was diſpoſed 
to comply. For/ar, who was ignorant that his Maſ- 
ter had more Cunning than himſelf, and had parti- 
cular Reaſons for behav! ing in this Manner, offer'd 
his Service, which vas accepted ot, becauſe the Mar- 
gui, Who had behav ed u ich ſo much Com laiſance 
hitherto, as coubtleſs uns illi. ng to do any. "Thing 
contradictory to that Character, 

Poor Forſam was fur from guining his Eads; I took 
him up with fo much Reſolution hen he diſcover'd 
his Erran nd, that ne 14.17 eaſily fee fs Project was 
not like to ſuccced. Zur he vas rot a Man to he 
diſcourag'd with the fir! PORN ©: he ruturn'd th 
next Day to the Charge, and provok'd me ſo much 
by his Dilcourte, that I 1 all P atieneg. I reproatne 
ed him with the Baſeneſs of ie Commiifen he h 
undertaken, telling him with an ir I t. never 
dared atiume beſore, that it ever he hre m'd-ro 
trouble my Lodging: RG | would hund Means to 
make him repent it. 

After behaving ia this Ianne-, I co: ncttes! to i 
freed from this Enemy of my e; but the Day 


d — , 
following, he came as un cone! ledly, 28 ii 5thing 
had happen' d. -Periu.ided as I Wa, at h. high 
Spirit would not ſuffer: him to rot ru; 1 h. not for- 
bit Barbara to let hita in. My Colour cant at the 
Sigat of him, and Was vpor. the f ih orf ing 
mylelf up in my Cloſet. Hold; Mit, (cid he) 
« | l. ave but wo b Words to ſay. Yeu canted it with 
© 2 high Hand, imagining rhe Mas eh, and] dow 
0 * through your Artifices : — you are mille ken, 


© my Child, (continued he with a Sucer) “lie is not 
* 7 [] - . * - A ” * ans 172 6}. 1 ' ( . 
at all at a Lots in the ANA UNY MITE LUN my tel; 
it's Your Fault it we Go nc rec, yOu know gur 
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Price. In the mean time, we are beholden to the 
virtuous Airs you give yourſelf; they put us upon 
the Enquiry, and diſcover'd the real Truth. We 
know what you aim at, and will take care to dif. 
appoint your chimerical Deſigns. Farewell, Mit- 
treſs; improve the Hint I have given you, that's 
all; and then left me. 

It may be imagin'd, I was moved at theſe Imper- 
tinences, and gave way to Vexation. No, my In- 
nocence made me perfectly eaſy; I appreherded in- 
deed, that | was not agreeable to the Genileman, 
and that his Endeavours would not be wanting to 
ruin me with his Maſter, by the falſe Accuſations 

his Malice would ſuggeſt : My Lover had given his 
Character long before, v hich afforded me an In- 
fight into him. Without indulging IIl-nature, I 
judged it proper to reſent his Behavi 10ur, and to em- 
ploy the Intereft, I knew I had with the old Mar- 
gueſs, to free myſelf from 10 redoubtable an Ene- 
my, who would be a continual Obſtacle in my wav 

Till now I had been a Str anger to the Motions of 
Reſentment and Indignation : they took up my 

Thoughts ſufticiently to baniſh all other Cares. 

Tue firſt Thing I did the next Morning was to 
write Sr. Fal word of what had paſſed between 
F:r/an and me; not forgetting the Impertinence 
with which he had treated me; I acquainted him 
libewiſe with ny D: gu of getting him removed, 
it his Uncle did not tuffer himſelf to be prejudiced 
againſt me; I 3 With defiring he would 
uſe his Endeay ours to return as ſoon as poſſible, 
frankly owning, that from the time I was left to my- 
ſelf, my I fe had been one continued Series of Croſ- 
ſes and Afflictions. Tllis was the Purport of my 
Letter; as to my Lover, he was not ſo much 25 
mention'd. 

JI wa: going to ſeal the Letter, when the old Mar- 
gueſs enter d the Room. I was ſtruck at this unex- 

ected Viſit, and being ſurpri:'d ia Writing, to that 
3 that I could ſcarce riſe to receive him. 
« You are writing without doubt, Jenny, to my Son, 
(cried the dνννẽ lomethwg harſhly, and ſnarch- 
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ing at bn Letter, which I fecured in a great Hurry) 
« [am apt to think, by your Endeavours to hide ir 
« from me, you have no mind to let me into your 
% Secrets.” 

« I have it in my Power, my Lord (anſwer'd I) 
© to convince you of the contrary, by delivering up 
© the Subject of your Suſpicions; but, I may cally 
imagine, it will be to no Purpoſe, after the ill 
Offices that have been done me; the Manner in 
* wich you have been pleaſed to treat me by your 
« Gentleman” Don'tler ns confound things, 
« pray Jenn, (ſaid the Zlarque/s interrupting me, 
and a little out of Counten: ince) „I defir? d M. Fer- 
& /an to make a Propoſal of Love to you from me; 
e this was the Extent of his Commiſſion. I don't 
© deny, but I have recciv'd ſome Informations con- 
« cerning your Conduct and Deſigns; but my In- 
«© tention was to diſcourſe the Matter in an amicable 
way with you, but gave him no Orders to ſay any 
« thing on that Subject. But this is foreign tõ the 
„Letter which you hide from me. If you ſatisfy 
me (ſaid the Marqueſs /s ior mething more politely) 
« as to that Particular, it ma „ b e a means to engage 
me to do as much on my Side. Few Women are 
* without Lovers, and it v, — be ſurpriing if, 
nandfome as you are, you ſhould want one; the 
Hazard you run in ſhowing me the Letter, 5 my 
being acquainted with your __ trigue; I promite 
" Secrecy in the Affair, and muſt own [ had much 
rather it were fo, than to diſcover an Underſtand- 
ing between you and a Son, whom I would dif- 
* own if I found he had diſobey'd my Commands.“ 

* This is too much, my Lord (cried I ſhedding a 
Torrent of 'Tears;) * you ſhall be ſatisfied, wh; ich 
* will convince you I am not given to intriguing My 
d Complaiſance involves your Nephew; but ke Wil 
* pardon me, becauſe I am ſuſpected; this is Out 

rage upon Outrage. See, my Lord, (continued . 
givin the Letter)“ if to be ſenſible of ill Cage ts 
* a Crime with you, Iſhall appear very guilty.” Say 
ing this I retired to my Cloſet, to vive full ſcope to 
wy Tears, 


Vor. U. G The 
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The Margue/s was too impatient in ſatisfying , 
Curioſity, to trouble himſelf with any thing elſe ; he 
had no fooner laid hold of the Letter, but, clap- 
ping on his Spectacles, he read it; either he was ve- 
ry age: or he went over it ſeveral times. 

May I not be deceiv'd myſelf after all? (eried 
* not expecting he was overhenrd ;) + Havel n» 
« ſuffer'd my lt lt to be Prejudice d beſore 1 was a- 
% ware? This Girl's Conduct is vatural enough; f 
«& was Writing without any Giuile Whilſt I was ab. 
« ſent; the did not expect to fee me, and ſure e- 
„ nough had no Deſigu of letting me tee ler L 
« ter; I mult flit thus Matter to the Bottom.“ 
this Soliloquy I hcard ; People vihen in Years 
ſubject to do ſo; I concer'd me Hopes from it. 

There was no Occaſion for | 
when the Margur {came into the Cloſet, it Was real. 
« There's your Letter, wy ely Yun (Eid he) Ita 
4 forry I exactcd ſuch a Come liance t rom yon, | 
« am more ſo for having given OceH n to this At. 
« fliction. Paicon we, i wit ſtri e io make arcnds, 
4 and before 1 ſtir, will ge you entire Satisfaction 
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and ef 4 
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: Dr ; 1 . 8 1 
* tion. l y UP Feu entre, an let us tall Ot: 


ec theſe Matte rs like Friends. I muſt own, that tlic 
4% qgearer you arc to me, re greater was my Con- 
&«& cern at what I heard; which was this. I was in- 
& formed that you have a Lover who is very Car 
« to you, and poſſeſſes your Favours; that your irc - 
* tences to Virtue rye only to {et you of and dit 
“ guiſe your Paſhons ; but, that your chi 
& for yOu AﬀAation, is a Project vou have 

r your Fortune hy NTTION „ and that w. 
“ Son is the Perion you in tend to cn are, by . 
« ſon of the Paſſio you knew he has for you: 5 


— . ' * 
& al; theſe Jupp ons, allowing then to be 
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« jties, you beſt can tell waetter I am impos'd on 
« or not.” 


[ was eager to reply, notwithſtanding my Aſto- 


niſument at ſuch. vile Calumny, leit the Mar 2 


ſhould imagine I was ſtudying a juſtiacation. [ 


c 


am more ſurpriſed than provoked (anſwer'd J 


loo!:ing ſtedfaſtly on _ at ſuch baſe Inſinuations 


c 
o 


8 
1 
[ 
0 
C 


* 


* 


as are laid to my Charge: my Conduct thus far 
battles all ſuch Accuſations. In caſe I were really 
guilty, or diſpoſed to give into ſuch looſe Beha- 
viour, as I am taxed Waere my Aviwer would be 
very ſuccinct, we I fiould tell you. my Lord, 
three Words, tliat I am not accountable to you for 
my Actions, * au ing Friends whoſe Protection would 
ſhelter me from any Refentment of yours: but, as 
Heaven has been pracioiffly plcat. 10 to guide me 
thus far in a blatnelef, Pach, I ſhall always be ready 
to give Satisfaction whenever my Conduct is calle 4 
in Que! 71. 

3 As o Ap C HL 81. le, Mherein you are moſt 


concern'd, I vilue m. elf too much upon I.. _ 
and His <erity, to deny it: her my Lord, I va 

belov'd by your Son, and Jon to you that hei: 
dear, and ever will be 10 to me; this is my Crime 
and the Source of all my Ali fartu: + {cont Ir ed 
in Tears:) V cut that far Pale It ae intpired, 

my Day had e 11a! 4. en in flea, but pe: ace ful 10 5 
ſcurity : neverthelefs, I was far fee mexpecting the 
Honour you mentien as my Due; | am not fo 
partially 605 gettul of myſelf; but at the fame time 
be aſſured, no other Picteniions would have made 


any Impreſ lion on me 


Jremain' d {ite ne a mornent ; the Nu lookd 
t me very pen fhvely, and ſcem'd to waer. You 
ſtill ſuſpect me, m. 1 * ed J) or are in- 
cens'd at what IT have cun'd: I knuw how ta males 
every ching eaiy,; and hetore this Time to-mor- 
row, you yOu:.cit fall: c\menvledge that | Toy 
de{erved vour Pit TY Cal 79 Ange r, an ge YOu 


no juſt Occaſion to t cat me in fo cruel a manner 

by 1 de Foran. 

ike Margueſi, mort! e id with Jus, and without 
G 2 doubt 
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e oubt amaz'd at the Reſolution | was taking, cams 
and preſented his Hand: © Let us (ſaid he) lovely 
„ Jer, be reconcited : you are reſtored to my Lt. 
« teem, and I am perſuaded you deſerve it.“ No, 
* my Lord, (continued I very re {vlutely) your Ke. 
© conciliation is as fickle as your Prejudice: I have 
* a right to think ſo from your eaty Credulity agar ſt 
* my Innocence ; after ſuch Uſage, there is noch 
© Jett but a Convent, w here Pl 1 mylelf up f ſo 
Life, that can ſecure me” « Ah! Pl neve; 
% ſuffer it (cried the old Noblemas) I have ſecret 
« Reaſons for oppoſing ſuck Meaſures.” *« Withgur 
diving into your Secret (replied I in the ſame Tour) 
© I mult be fo free as to ailure you my Reſolution i: 
unalterable, except on one Condition” 
„What is it? (replied the Mar 76 very earne 72 
« It is (continued 3) to ſend for the Author of thei 
* Caiumnies with K ich I am aſpers'd, and oblige 
him to give up my fecret Enemics, who have dared 
© to blacken my Character, and give him ſuch 
gioundleſs Informations: for either he heard ne 
Stories, or has invented them: 'Lhovol: I am apter 
to believe the one than the cther, aud earneftly de- 
« fire to be ſet right. 

| ere, fo reſolute, that the ob AI ννν vield- 
ed, apprehending the D ſign I had threat, re to put 


O 
in Execucon. Ard ii.deed, 1 was fo y:ca iy 


ing every Moment of late ov erwhelm'd d At, Vexa- 
tion, chat I thought of prom Fe but a Convent fer 
my Relief; but the old Ma: 1s Reaſons tor hu- 
mourirg me, obliged him to comply on this Occ 
ſion : he ſent a Servant to bring hi: ; Gentlem in, and 
in the mean time behaved with ſo muck Politenci\, 
and aſſured me in fo handſome a manner I ſhoul:! 
for the ſuture be entirely ſatisfied with his Behaviour, 
that I gave him my Word not to think of a Con- 
vent, provided I was made ea y by a thorough Dit- 
cuſſion of the Aﬀair in hand: but mn reatuy, this 
was more wing to the Promile I had made 87. Fa, 
than any Deference to hin!. 

AM. For/an came: the bargue/5 hegan with rattling 


kim ſr his Behaviour to ac. During this Repr: 


A 


prg_ 


* 
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mand the Wretch loch'd like a Fury. When 
Maiter had done, he oit:r'd 10 whilper in his Far, 
to excuſe himſelf 1 fuppote, or invent ſome plauſible 
Protexts 5 but the 07arque/e, wichout giving him the 
hearing, inſiſted upon "Kia naming the Authors 01 
v. hat he had alledged again't me 17% turn'd pal: 
at this; but his Mater portifting in his Demand, he 
begg d to be excuſed, for fear of involving cho 
cho, out of a Motive of Friendſhip, had given * 
the Information. * Theſe Reaſems are deteilabie 
(cried the old Tab! eman in a Paſſion;) “an Accu- 
% ſation without G s argues the Accuſer to be 
guilty; and I begin to believe, Forſau, you had 
„your. Views in y oe Ain” me againſt this young 

Lady.” No indeed (replied the Gentleman, 

gecting to be diſc harged if he did not clear him- 
k if, ) « Why fey you. focal 8 n? (continued 
tits Maſter:) „ Flave you lets Re tor me, than 
„% thote you are afraid to name ?; Fe fan, being fen- 
ſitle he could evade the Dificuity no longer, own'd 
at laſt, that coming to my Apartment, he met on 
the Stair-caſe a Perion he Fad fe: merl'y xnown 3 that 
this young Wotnan, upon erquiring his Buſineſs, 
and finding it regarded me, ſhrugged up ber Shoul- 
ders ; that imagining there was ſomething extracr- 
d! mary in this, x ** a%ed what the meant; and that 
going to her Apartment, he learat from her what 
ne thought was his Duty to reveal. 

I was no long ger {urpris'd at the Calumnies throv'n 
upon me: Women of a certain C hara cter never paſs 
over an Aﬀeront. io, the Porton in Queſtion, 
vas ſtung with the Contempt I ijhow?sd her, of which 


| 


mention was made before, and tv thiz Onportu- 
nity. to aſperſe me to For/az, h 1 = Groupee my 
a N e [ gave the old Mar. 7. an Account ot 
at had paſſed between us, and had occaſion'd the 

= Will the ! bet tr ved in tins cruel Manrcr. I defire, 
{ad I, this Main may be entirely cleared up; and, 
Atrer relating tue ick ſhe put upon me, and her 
ontrivance to gain her 2905 ; We need only go 
up Stairs (iaid 1) aud fre whether ſhe dare deny 
one Syllable of what I] have ou * at thcy.orit, the 

: | 
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> Clergyman I employed on tht OIccaſion. will not 
© be refus'd as an incompetent. itunes.“ the Mar 
gueſs endeavoured to divert this Rojolutioa, by if 
ſuring me, he Was perfectly ſatisſiec: but 1 wis 
work d up to a! Fit h not to be dn! de d; and, to 
make me eaſy, t the Mirgucis fenu iu his cwn Name 


to de ſire ſhe would come down, tell me very po- 
litely that it was the "_— tbe could do, ant that i 
did not think the was fo much ner e Hremy as 
to refuſe him.  Fcr/an offer d to cy the Merge, 
doubtleſs in order to prepare R--1 jon - 115 Malter 


0 
. 


orcer'd him to ſtay, and ient one of! his Fa 
G oman, who "= a Keſpect for the I. st, 
and beſßdes never dreamt of what was trat acting, 
came with an Air of Aflurapce, as if notlüng had 
Leen the IHatter. It's true, ſuch Worroen have Fore- 


heads of Brass, and are not to be put out of Coun. 
tenance, 


J was going to enter on the Subject, and com- 
plain of her Expreſſions to M. Ferſan concerning 
ne; but the Margue/s interrupted me very politely, 
and deſired leave to explain himſelf. He entreated 
Juuta in a few Words to oblige him by Tomy 
what had paſſed det ty „een her and Forſan; giving hi. 
Vord, that no Uſe ſhould be made of it, but 1 that 
he had particuiar % ions to diſcover whether what 
he had heard was conf: rmable to what ſhe had ſaid. 
The young Gentlewoman, * ho knew the Margue/5 
Vis nct to be Put wes owu' d, that b Way of B: 1 
ter ſhe had told Fran, imagining he was in love 

vith me, that he was like to loſe his Labour, for 
that I had an Adnirer of a Rank far ſuperior.” 
"Fae Margue/s enquired whom the meant:  * Your 
oon ſelf, my Lord (replied ſhe very rex; 2 :) 
Wi. know you are no Woman-hater; and that you 
often viſit this Lady, was no Secret, hence 1 
concluded I was not miſtaken : In a Word, I dit 
not think M. Forjan had been born but yeller- 
* day; but, if he ſaid any more than what I have 
Ip. ated, he 15 an Impoſtor and a Vil! L. As tor 
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ſpared me this Trouble.“ Saying this, ſhe made 
the Mar queſs a genteel Curteſy and retired. 

I dare ſay, the Gent: emww would have given all 
be was worth to have avoided this Scene; he had 
ſuch a mournful 1 k, that | really piticd him. The 
old Mar guaſ eyed him from Head to Foot for forme 
time without ſpcaking a Word; but it was eaſy to 
be diicern'd he was highly provok' d. 1, Foran 
„ (ilaid he) YOu givin, abus d the r idence I re- 
66 pot ed in you ; that I am convinsed of thi 3, you 
« will eaſily believe. After ſuch a Proof of your 
« D-coit and MI. ilice, Preſume not ever to appear 
% before me: begone.” 

This laſt Word was utter*d o 2 that the 
poor fot '>man retired very {udm! rely, Far from 
being pleaſed at the Victory 1 hai amel, { was 
ſorty tor being the Occafion of his L. i: grace, and 
enucavour'd to reinſtate him in his Maiter's Favour, 
by ſuing kor his Pardon. No, Malen ele, (re- 
pliod the Mar 7295 with ſore Remains ol T mot! ion) 
« Jam exfily impos'd on once; but never a ſecond 
=: 1 11.6,” 

When this Storm was over, the Margre/ defir'd 
the Favour od iJinm © viih me 2 next Day, ad d- 
ing, he Was ob ed to leave me by Buſinets dat 
could not te deri; Fut, the ne: TD iy he dedi- 
cated to ine, having Kffuirs of | 0 1a Con quence 
to com iunicate, Whic e uded us both. II 4d 
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ſo much Kean to By iausted with TY F hi 
that 1 recen! ed his Ei idles vei- the Como Ay on 
due to them. Ine Air wüh which leni 4 my- 
ſelr on the Occaiion, rcftored his ute. Choartol- 
neſs; and it mult be ow!ed, that conuctrins his 
Years, he was exceediny diverting; we partes. very 
good riends, and fore en ugh little thong. f 
the I'roubles into dich he was going to 111\ ves E 
| #8 buſh 

The next Day, Tharſilar, which I ihail never for- 
get as long as 1 live, Barbara waked me at Six, to 
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tell me, that a Man of about Thirty, very indiffc- 
ently dreſſed, and led like a blind Man by a little 
Boy of ſeven Years old, deſired to ſpeak with me. 
Good God! dear Barbara (cried I) comid you not 
* have told the troubleſome Fellow I was in Bed, 
* without diſturbing me? Good lack! (cried Bar- 
bara interrupting me) © do you think I am a Fool ? 
*« why, I bid him begone about his Buſineſs twenty 
times.“ * So much the worſe, (replied I) you 
* ſhould not affront People; could you not have ſert 
him away civilly, and put him off to a more con- 
venient time! Perhaps he has ſomething of mo- 
ment to ſay to me; but ſince it's too late, let us 
ſey no more of it; go, ſee what he would have, 
and tell him he muſt not expect to be admitted till 
I know his Buſineſs.“ My Aunt left me, mutter- 
ing ſomething to herſelf; it was her Cuſtom when- 
ever I reprimanded her. It is very commendable to 
behave with Mildneſs to thoſe who ſerve us; but 
too much ramiliarity mult be equally avoided ; they 
immediately reſent the Superiority which is really 
your Due, and oblige you either to bear with their 
Impertinence, or part with a good Servant, I had 
often conſidered this; but J have mention'd iny Rea- 
{ons for acting otherwiſe: ſhe was my Aunt atter 
all, ſooner or later ſhe would. find it out, and I waz 
willing to behave in fuch a Manner on that Ac- 
count, as to oblige her to own, that I carried my- 
ſelf as much like a Niece as a Miſtreſs; this I had 
laid down as a Rule, and was careful in obſcrv- 
7 it. 

My good Aunt return'd dancing for Joy. © Good 
« News, Madam, (ſaid ſhe) the Gentleman was in 
„the right to diſturb you; he ſays, he brings you 
« the beit Tidings your Heart can wiſh, and that 1 
« 15 come to di * up the Tears he knows you ha: 
& hed, and continue daily to ſhed on his Accoun: 
* Took ye, (continued ſhe) I was fo pleaſed to bear 
„ Lim talk thus, that, if 1 had durſt, 1 would have 
& taken kim abou t the Nec!:.” 

What could I gather from: * this? J imagia'd 
my Aunt was gone diſtraded. Pray u hat has thi: 

blind 
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- blind Man (cried I) to do with what you men- 
: tion? what is his Buſineſs with me ? „ Faith, Ma- 


. « dam, I can't tell, (replied Barbara) I ouly repeat 
8 4 his Words; you may be better inform'd, if you 
« pleaſe, you necd only gire me leave to bring him 
6 « hicher.” Do ſo, (continued I very une aly 38 


don't krow what co make of this Attair.“ 1 ha 
ro fooier ſaid this, but Barbara lett me, and in a 
Moment die blind Man and his Boy appear'd. 
ö « (39 on, Child (cid he as iooa as he enter'd 
t'ie Room) „ that I may throw myſelf into her Arms: 
„ Go cn; here is the, my dear Wile whom I have 
ever icy'd fo tenderly, and who has died a thou- 
« ſand Times at the, Report oi my Death? Way 
« des the not prevent my tender i.mvraces ? Does 
„ not ſhe fee me yet? Is not this her Chamber?“ 
« Yes maec a, #7 74 (repl! ed the little Bo „„ „ ho had 
lopp'd on my making a Sign to Barbara to fe: id 
them away ;) * we are now in her Chamber, ſhe is 
there, but 1 ice plain 3 ie has no mind 29 
« non „. e en your Pratiu g, Saucebox (re- 
plied tlie blind Man ſhacing him by the Shoulder he 
had hold of.) Den't you fcc, Sirran, that $00 
great Joy renders this lovely Spout immoveable ? 
« Heaven preſerve ker Witz! Ping me immediately 
„% to her, who 1 10 ne can recoer her: Alter to long 
1 n Deaih, nowon— 
Gr ſometimes Kills, 
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* di: b N by it? Really, I could not have believed 
that a Wife who has ſo great Obligations to me, 
2 for whom I have done ſo much, could make 


4 0 ungrateful a Return. Patience, we'll fee the 
End of it; in the mean Time, without any Cere- 
4 


mony, here I take up my Quarters ; where-ever 
* my Wife is, there is my Home; and let me fe 
who dare put me out. . 

This Conclufion was fo far from provoking me, 
that it only made me laugh the more: In Reality, 
nothing could be more whimfical than all this Non- 
ſenſe, and a formal Deſign of taking Poſſeſſion of my 
Houſe, under fo fooliſh a Pretext. "Barkars, whom 
told in a Whiſper that I did not know the Man 
and that he was certainly mad, fell a laughing a 
heartily as myſelf; ſhe imagin'd, that to free me * 
his [mpertinence, the need only take him by the Arm 
and lead kim out; Bat the furious blind Man, pro- 
vVo0©* at her Boldneſs, call'd ker Names, ſtruck her 
With his Cane, ſwears like a Trooper, and threaten- 
ing, that if any one Ppreſum'd to come within his 
each, he would |: ay about him. My Turn was next: 
a fue (cried he, ſpeaking to me) * is this the 
Rece tion you afford a Hula ad, who has fearch'd 
vou ſo long, after bei ing gratified in Conſideration 
it my Services, and even turn'd my ſup pos'd Death 


£ . 


ty your Advantage? Tis a crying Shame, an! 


gives roor: to int ect a Oallant ſupplies my Place, 
ES 1 . 5 
* ard that ap prehending my Retur 1 ſhouid put a Stop 


bh, . ' 
*{0-Your ern Con juck, ou pretend not to knov/ me 
in oder to induge voucſelf in an infamous ee 


% 
* * 1 ? 
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'Uhe ſerious Kir wich which theſe Words were pro- 
Q p 1 8 

rounced, and the good Senſe they contain'd, began 

1 to 
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to make me uneaſy. I am much concern'd, Sir, 
(aid I) © at the ill Manners I have undeſignedly been 
„ guilty of, not in regard of your Perſon, but your 
„% Diſcourſe, which I do not comprehend. Your 
& Miſtake is owing to the Names agreeing together; 
% but, 1 aſſure you, I am an utter Stranger to you.” 
—* A Stranger to me! Perfidious Woman! (reply'd 
the Othcer very earneſtly) What, did I not take 
you from the wretched Condition you was in, to 
make you what you are? Have 1 not had ſeveral 
Children by you, of which this, the only one leſt, 
is as like you as he can ſtare? Go, you are an un- 
« grateful Creature, and the moſt deceittul of Wo- 
men: I ought not to have any thing to do with you 
« for the 8 and, if it was not for the Pleaſure of 
Revenge, and to puniſh your Wickedneſs, I would 
« abandon you to your evil Deſtiny.' 

« But, Sir, (replicd I, ſpeaking in a very ſubmiſ- 
ave Manner) © keep your Temper ; - don't exyole 
« yourſelf to the Talk and Lavg hter of the Loon; 
inform e etter, and you ill perceive your 
Error.“ There is no bearing this, (cried the 
x2ſperated bliad Man) © there's no bearing this, 
And fince you perſiſt in refuſing to receive me for 
your Huſband, I'll force you to it before I have 
done. Would to Heaven I had never known you! 
if you have a Mind, you may walk off, (continued 
he) follow, fince you are bent on it, your wreich- 
© ed Viay of Life, I will not fiir a Step to hin der 
© you; but, aſſure vourſelf, I Hall make this my 

Home, and all the Devils in Hell Mall not drive 
me aut. Als! alas! Here, Child (ad led he, ſpeak- 
ing to the little Boy) call up my Man wir h 0 
Frunks, and t' en let him go to the Cook's Shop 
* for ſemething to cat, | ma not expect any thing 
here; after hat, IH nd for a Commulliry ; at's 


3 % 10 CY i 


2 


E Lit to do thi . according to Law.“ 
| was ſo coniolinde}Þ and perplex'd with this odd 


N 1 
Scene, that IR hot hat to ſay. ee e cried, 
What ini tyodes 8 really, to fee me ſtand ing in 


a Maze, any one wonlkl have concluded the blind Man 


had really been my Huſband. 
G 6 My 
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y pretended Huſband's Orders were punctuall, 
d, the 'Frunks were brought into my Bedcham- 
br a Servant, whoſe Whiſkers terr fied me, too!: 
out ight- -gown, undreſſed his Maſter, and, receiv- 

t his Orders in his Far, laid the Cloth, but not 

ing the Key in the Buffet, without any Cere mony 
ni e the Lock flv, took what he wanted, and i 
every tning behaved as if he had been at home. * 
any one imagine what Effect this muſt have, and whe- 
ther | was unconcern'd. But, to go on. 

Barbara, frighten'd as well as I at the Man'; 
Whiſkers, and rough Behaviour in forcing open the 
Buffet, began to ca!l for Help. Her Cries awaked 
me out of tne Dumps, by making me reflect that ſhe 
would draw a Crowd, whoſe Judgment would be 
form'd on Appearance and my ſuppos'd Huſband”; 
Pretenlions; the Decifions of the Populace are ſeldom 
guided by any thing elſe, and generally favour the 
Unfortunate. Daily Experience ſhows, the Crowd 
will thed Tears for a Man on the Scaffold, whom they 
have curſed during his Profperity, and condemned 
without Re more. 

After my pretended Huſhand had made a henry 
Preakfiſt, and ailay'd ſome of his ill Humour as we 
as lis Appetite, he deputed the terrible Szvz/s to per- 
ſuade me to comply without Compulſion, to prevent, 
as he ſaid, giving 8 Scandal. I had retir'd to my Cloſer, 
and was confidering how to diſperſe this cruel Storm. 
{ could not tell what Reply to make the Mediator, 
being ſo much terrified that I was incapable of form- 
ing any Reſolution. In this Extremity I told his frigh:- 
ful n oy, that his Maſter might act as he thought 
fr; but that neither his I hreats nor Intereſt ſhou! d 
ever draw from me the fooliſh Acknowledgment 
« he required z that I could not imagine upon what 

Grounds he had forged ſuch Pi etenſions, but did 
not doubt, in a few Hours, to make him aſham'd 
« of them.” 7 
The Swzf, rouling his Eyes very furiouſly at this 
Ar wer, replied in his broken Lan guage. Well fee, 
eel fee wherher youll paſs this Trick upon us, Mine 
Goth min Gb! added he by way of Reſlection 2 


* he 


| 
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he went out, Hero deceitful are Women! Nee betide 
thoſe who ſuffer themſel ves to be fooled by then. 

Heavens! cried I, after he was gone, what Fate, 
what Misfortu es purſue me! was ever Wretch thus 
overwhelm'd ? Sure ſuch Adventures are reſerv'd for 
me alone! Barbara came running to tell me the blind 
Man was throwing Things about, and rummaging 
every Corner as if it was 1 own. I aſked her what 
ſhe advis'd me to do. Jo make your Complaint, 
(anſwer'd the) © to call in the Neighbours, and de- 
mand juſtice The Advice was not ami;s where a 
Perion had no Reaſons to be concealed ; but for me 
it was running too great 1 Hazard : Vanity would not 
ſuffer me to declare who I was; beſides, Enquiry 
would be made why I chang'd my Name. Not Know- 
ing in fine vehich way to turn myſelf, I hear'd the old 
Margucſi's Coach top at the Door: I made no queſ- 
tion but his Preſence and Quality would relieve and 
free me from the terrible Siege I underwent in my 
own Houſe. I ſent my Aunt to acquaint him with 
what had happen'd, dc fring he would come into the 
Cloſet. The S's Whiſkers carried too much Ter- 
ror for me to face, as I muſt have done, had I gone 
to receive the Marguc at the Door. 

He was much ſurpriz'd at the Relation, but could 
not forbear laughing at my Perplexity. © Really, 
n he) © the Adventure is menno. Surely no 

one in his Senſes ever was guilty of ſuch a Piece of 
% Folly! Let me try to open the blind Man's Eyes, 
at leaſt as to this Affar, and ſee whether he will 
take my Word.“ 

After informing me of his Deſign to diſſipate the 
Storm, he went ind my Chamber where my pretend- 
ed Huſband was ſmoaking his Pipe: He enquired 
whether it was true, that without Rhyme or Rea- 
ſon, he had taken Poſſeſſion of a Lady's Apartment, 
whoſe Rank was ſuch as not to be inſulted by any 
one ? 

The blind Man, inform'd by his Son what Noble- 

man had enter'd the Room, and judging it was he 
that ſpoke, anſwer'd with great Reſpect, that he 
« knew his Diitaace too W ell to conteſt witch the Mar- 
 quels 
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* gue/7 of L. V. but, at the fame Time, ke believ'd 


him too equitable to condemn an unfortunate Man 
* unheard,” * Certainly (replied the Margue/s ;) but 
if you will take my Word, Sir, you may fave your- 
« ſelf the Trouble of proving what I know to be im- 
« poſlible : I have known the Lady from her Child- 
c hood, no Circumſtance of her Lite has eſcaped me, 
c and am conviaced the never was your Wiie ; what- 
ever you aledge.“ My Lord (cried the blind 
Man, interrupting him) I find you are prejudiced, 
and, notu tanding all I can ſay, will not change 
© your Opinion. 1 mall not pretend to over- rule a 

Perſon ut your Quality ; but I am too well acquaint- 
ed with the Character of the Marque /s of L. V. to 
* appreken I he will employ his Power in tyrannizing 
c over an Officer who has ſerv'd his Pri ace, as his 
« melancholy Wounds wit a6 „and all this to ſupport 

a Woman whoſe Behaviour ſhows her v oid of Virtue 
4 
4 
4 


0 


and Honour. Yours, mv Lord, will prevail with 

you to remain neuter in the Diſpute : Law and Evi- 

dence mult decide it; I beg you will permit me to 
have Recourſe to them, and in the mean 1 ime to 
© remain where I know I ouzht to be Matter, and 
* whence nobody ſhall drive me wichout paying dear- 
© ly for it. I have the Mis fortune to be leprir'd of 
my Eyeſight, but my Heart is {ull good. 

The Margucſi was ſetisſied from what he heard, 


that I did not exaggerate the „Ian“ (Obilinngy; he 
was ſo ſurpriz'd, that he remained ſient for ſome 
per It was doubtleſs in Coniideranon of the 

Name of Office Tr, 60 hich the bling Man to upon him, 
and which carries ſome Reſpect, hart Marge did 
not proceed to Extre nities. e. no way, Sir, 


(continued the Mari α to co mor the \ 
« tor the preſent? In caſe you are r uty bank 
, ſhe muſt comoly ; you will always hae it in aur 
% Choice to live with her, | in vat 
« to endeavour to preven if, nen once vu have 
« prov'd your Title; bs, vit tha is put bexone 
& Diſpute, you can't if upon Ulving with her, if 
« ſhe diſclaims you for a Huſband. \7::at l have to 
« propoſe, and, I think would be very proper, is, 

„% chat 
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« that you would accept of an Apartment in my 
« Houſe, till the Affair be ended; I flatcer myſeli, 
« neither of you can object againſt this, nor do 1 fee 
« what you can do better on the Occaſion.” 

The Propoſal ſeem'd very reaſonable ; but we had 
to do with a headitrong Man, who would not eaſily 
yield. © I am exceedingly concern'd (replied he) that 
my Honour will not permit me to accept of your 
favourable Propoſal. I ſhould injure myſelf very 
much, if I abated the leaſt Tittle of my Pretenſions: 
my Wife is young and handſome; ycu take her 
Part: This may occaſion ſome Talk that will not 
be agreeable to me; and I am not in a Humour? 
— * Nay this is too much (cried the Marqueſs, pro- 
vok'd to find himſelf fo unreaſonably contradicted, 
and nettled at this ſly Inſinuation: “ Since you per- 
« fiſt in not hearing Reaſon (ſail the Nobleman very 
ſternly).** you mutt be convinced that u are wrong. 
« Fetch me a Commuillary, his Pre ſ:znec - perhaps may 
% have more Weight; and acquaint gc Ldeſire he 
« will favour us with his Com anv ; we'll fee whe- 
« ther he won't take my Word with Kegard to this 
Lady.“ Say ing this, he preſented his Hand, and 
led me into another Room, telling me with a Smile 
to make myſelt ealv, and that I ſhould ſoou be di- 
vorc 'd from my pretended Hutband. 

This odd Affair open'd a whole Field of Rallery. 
& Had vou been re: ly married row the Murg 
« this would never have happen'd : Don't yo1 ink 
« you WF nave been bnely LOT if Madam 

juſtica, who frequently blunders, thould have con- 
„ demn'd you 10 {end your Days wich thi- amiable 

blind Man!“ Ah! my Lord (cried I, interrupt- 
ing him) don't name it, I Would fooner we than 
* comply with ſuch a Sentence. Believe me, I nave 
taken an Awerſion, I know negwvhy, to the Mlan; 

I mean ſuch an Averſion as Ir gere | 
« fore.” © You would love hin notwit 
ply'd the Marqueſs) * if once he was adjudged to be 
„ your Huſband. Don't you {nov that Martians 
« creates Love?” Perhaps fo (replied I, lougiing 


very heartily) * if ſuch a whiuuical Union was in due 
« Form; 


* 


ico The Fortunate Country Maid. 


Form; but conſider, if you pleaſe, that in living 
c with this terrible Officer, inſtead of being his Wite, 
* I !hould very innocently be his Mittrefs, and the 
more to be pitied in as much” 6 That would 
« he the jeſt (cried the Margue/s, laughing exceſſive- 
ly) “you would be his Miſtreſs, and, knowing that 
* to be the Cale, yet would be oblig'd d by Law to be- 
« have like a dutitul Wite.“ 

A Servant who brought word the Commiſſary was 
come, put an End to the Converſation, Being in- 
troduced, he ſeem'd ſurpriz'd at the Aftur, and told 
the M. gas very plainly, he could not take Cognt- 

zance of fir that being an inferior M agiſtrate, he 
could only proceed by Way of Repreſentation, not 
by Juriſdiction, Terms I did not then underſtand : 
He added, that he could not employ Force, unle!s 
it were in Caie of Scandal or Violence; neither did 
he ſtop there, but ſaid likewiſe, that nothing was 
more natural than tor a Huſband to live with his 
Wife, and that it would be very ridiculous for a Com- 
mitlary to turn a Mlan out of his own Houſe, unlcts 
it was proved as clear as Light that he was an Im- 
poſtor; and that even then, he could not pretend to 
determine the Azair, but only execute the Orders of 
his Superiors, 

« That is as much as to ſay, Mr. Commiſſary, 
(cried the Mar ſueſi, taking him up very ſhort) < that 
6 it this ad tor ould inſiſt upon what his pre- 
« tended V if @ Cannot agree to, aad apnea!s to YOu, 
you would refuſe to act; but, while the Affair re- 
main'd in Sul; Pence, what would you have the 
«Lacy do, if her! Pcriecutor would not be retus'd ? 
« Would you have her, though the be not hi; Wite, 
% obey an imagingry Tye, and in fine comply,” — 
I don't ſay to neither, (replied the Magi rate, in 
ſome 72 lon.) I underſtand' Very little, 
(rephied the Morgue; ] „I fee I mull be at the Trou- 
„ le Se going myſelf, to one who will teach you 
« your Duty on the like Occ: ions, ſince you arc at 
« 1 Loß what to do: In the mean Time, Sir, 4 die- 
„ {ire you will flay with the Lady, to prevent any 
Intult 
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„ Inſult during my Abſence. I am going to Meon/ceur 
% de „and will be back inſſantly.“ 

The Commiſſary was not a little ſurpriz'd at the 
Margue/s's Reſolution, and Manner of explaining him- 
ſelf; but ſtill he perſiſted in his Opinion, and told 
me that he ſaw no other Expedient than for me to go 
to ſome Friend's Houſe, *till the Affair was determin- 
ed. This Propofal provok'd me fo much, that I did 
not vouchſafe him any Anſwer. I placed myſelf at 
the Window, muſing on my Misfortunes till the Mar- 
ge/s's Return; any one will imagine I did not want 
tor Matter. 

It ſeldom happens, but that in the Mi iſt of Vexa- 
tions ſome Moments of Comfort intervene. Such L 
eſteem'd a Letter which was brought me from Aeli- 
court, I ſhould have teen cruclly perplex' to have 
receiv'd it in the old Marucſ's Preſence, as the Con- 
tents will ſhow, 


„ 


£ 
"6 
t 


Loſe not a Minute, Mademoiſelle, in making yen 

eaſy ; the incles'd will explain itſelf” better than any 
thing I can jay, and ſhould blame myjelf for taking 
up a Time /o precious, by delaying the Satisfaction I am 
pciſuaded you are going to recerve. This Night [ jet 
A; end at my Return inte my/elf the Aae of 
quailing on pon with an Account of my Journey. I amy 
avith the greateſt Reſpeet, 


Mademoiſelle, Yours, &c. 


Let the Reader imagine my Tranſports: A Letter 
from the young Marg. 4a! Jopen'd it with great 
Eagerneſs; it was as follows. 


N Nerds can expreſs my Gra?! tude, my level, 
Jenny: : How: have 1 deſcr: wed the Cenfed. ration 
en thus ſew me Could I even flaiter miſilf wwilh 
fach a Thought, aficr the cruel [njuſiice I commiited ? 
e 1 than Death e e ta exfiale my Offence © 
IF be xeitheld his Had, "tis t9 Jpare a Life you ; walue, 
and give me an Opportunity of ct your Pardon, 
{he Uje A all ma be of firture Das. «s cue the: 
'9 
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ro you, will be no other than what will contribute to 
make you hapjy. I wait my Recovery, and the End of 
the Cunpaigu, with Impatience ; that I may make you 
mine, aud declare to my Father I cannot live without 


you, 
The Marqueſs of L. V. 


Be under no Concern for my Wound; I am aſſur d of 
a compleat Cure in eight Days. The Foy of hearing 
from pe was a ſovereign Balm, whoſe Excellence ſtill 
has its Effet. Melicourt, Hr whom I have a cordial 
Afociion, will acquaint you with my Sentiments. Adieu, 
my Chu ine; theugh my Weainrſs will not ſuffer me 10 
explain myſelf more at large, my Heart makes ample a- 
merds, and ſpeats a thouſand Times more than I write, 


From the Camp of 


One Mcment's Joy buries in Oblivion all paſt Suf- 
feri:gs. Mine was compleat, ariſing from the Aſſu- 
ranc's my dear Marque/s gave me of his Affections. 
At that Infant | vow'd an unalterable Paſſion and in- 
vic lh 0 Fidelity. It ſæem'd as if the Letter was ſent 
exp oHly to ſupport me b the violent Attacks 
that were coming on. ſtood on the Brink of the 
greatult Trial 1 could olli undergo, and Which 
would rug $1.0 all my Rtoiution, 

] was muſing very agrecabty on the Happineſs l 
hat greater 4caon than ever to expect from theſe 
lat Aficoravce:, when I heard the AMirrgus/ps Coach at 
ch. r., I mace no «oubt but that he came to free 
n om m preteaded Haſoand. Idas not miſ- 


taken; be wn ulend Bvatrerion, with proper Or- 
dere, who mmediae z aptfued them to the blind 
Man. I trd rieren es been made, (cried he 
upon hcariug ©, ad 1 muſt {1>-1it; but there 
« are Laws in Force, aw wg {ee vhetker it is al- 
E Io vablu, Va perfil um, to expel her Huſ- 
E bai,” Nobody making iv Anſwer, he Lurricd 
on his Cloties nd retird, {\yearny that in a few 
Fours I ſhould bear from him agein. The Perſon 


entrulled with the Orders to oblige him to Withdraw, 
advis'd 
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advis'd him in a polite manner not to carry things 
to an Extremity, for that this was not a Country 
to countenance violent Means. The bind Man 
only ſhook his Head, and as he went out charged 
his Valet with the Whiſcters to take Notice of the 
Houſe, that at his Return there might be no Miſ- 
take. 

My Deliverance from this Man afforded me no 
ſmall Sati-fation. I muſt own he had occaſion'd a 
great deal of Uneaſineſs, and without the ſenionable 
Relief I receiv'd, 1 mult have abandon'd my Lodę- 
ings. This had been very hard, but there 3 
have been no other Remedy. The Account I kav 

iven of the Adventure, ſhows he was not a Man to 
E eaſily beat out of his Quarters. 

It was paſt Dinner- time before I was Mitreſs of 
my own A par: ment. The Margque/s very politely 
defired to dine with me ; but, my Coniftcrnation 
had been fo great, that I had not pivea any Orders 
on that Head. I went into the Kitchen, ad pre- 
ſently remedied my Forgetfuineſs. At Paris, Mo- 
ney provides a Dinner in a Moment, if one knows 
the Method of it. But to return to the old Mar- 
Que, 5. 
found him fo buried in Thought, that he ſcarce 
faw me enter the Rom. Good Gold! (cried [ 
mimicking his penſive Poſture, which awak:n'd him 
and made him mile) „% you are migatily taken up 
« with yourſelf!“ Not io much wu you imurine 
(reph ied he ;) © L had cllod a Conucil with my Heart, 

and you prefided. IIe great Deſigns in your 
s Behalf, Jen, and you have it in your Power to 
be one of the hap.icit of Women; but! inert 
« Diſcretion and Secrecy are requiſte. I read in 


« your Eyes an Impatience to kre my Meaning: I 
* thall not keep you long in Seſcer ſe; let us dine, 
© after which we wall ſhut our e up and difegurſe 
at leiſure.“ © chang ged 113 Subject upon this, 


which made me im: (7 ne he de agned to inform me 
by degrees of wh, t mit kt ſurpriſe me, and what 
ſure enough I had no Reason to e. pect; neverthe- 
leſs, I am apt to think there was as ch Backs ard- 

ne . 
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eſs as Policy in the Delay. On ſome Occaſinon:, 


1 imorouſnels and Shame guard the Soul againſt de 
ludin g Sentiments; ſevere Reaſon employs ach 1 
means in reſtraining it, and ſometimes with Succe!-, 
from giving a Looſe to our Appetites. 


After Dinner the Mazrgue/s deſir d, that if any on: 


came, I would give Orders to fay I was not at home, 
that we might not be interrupted. This Precaution 


being taken, he drew near and addreſo'd me in th: 
follo\ wing Words, 


* 


* 


« If I were leſs convinced, than 1 really am, my 
deareit Jenny, of your Virtue, I fiould not have 
aken a Rejolution of the greateſt Conſequence in 
Life. But I am fo well fatisfied as to that Parti- 
cular, as to be determined to beſtow upon you a 
Rank and Fortnne far ſuperior to your Birth, and 
which you had no reafon to expect; but that De- 
ficiency never occation'd a Moment's Heſitation, 
tor I look upon Birth but an Introduction to the 
main Buſineſs, our Conduct in Life; and when 
the former 1s diſtinguiſhed, and our Manners fall 
ſhort of its Splendor, it only ſerves to render thoſe 
more infamous, who, if I may be allow'd the Ex- 
preſſion, fail to make good the Engagements un- 
der which they entered this World. If ſuch are 
my Sentiments in regard of thoſe who being born 
to give great Example, degenerate into a vicious 
Conduct, I extol to the very Heavens all ſuch, 


1 ho ſhaking off the Droſs of a mean Extraction, 


adorn themiclves with the Rays of Virtue, and 
ſnine bright in the Paths of Probity and Honour. 
This is the Nobility I adopt, and even prefer it to 
the Royal Majeſty of crown'd Heads. 

In you, my dear Jena, I have found this Vir- 
tue, theſe Sentiments, this Honour, which I fo 
much adore; I could not behold them united to fo 
many Charms, without 2 to be allied to 
them l'm ſenſible that Cuſtom runs againſt my 
Maxims, and that among the Nobility, mean Al- 
liances arc ſeldom pardoned ; I muſt expect to be 
pointed at, to have Conjectures raid, and even if 
1 tutter'd my Deſign to take Air before it be paſt 
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c a hm. to be gliappointed, ard undergo not 
« oy Remonſtrances, but the Interpoſition of a ſa- 
6 jor Authority; upon this Account (and there is 
« t60 much reaſon to apprehend it) I muſt employ 
« Se.recy to compaſs my Aim; a little Time will 
« ſufice for the Execution; provided we agree, we 
6 he 1 eaiily carry our Point. 

| belicve, after what I have ſaid to you, my De- 
, . zn is obvious: I'm my own Maſter, and account- 
« able to nobody; an only Son 1 have, who cheriſhes 
me as much as I love him, I dcferr'd bre: king my 
Mind to you till I had founded him; I have his 
Approbation, he tells me my entruiting him with 
the Affair, occaitoned the greateſt Franſports: It 
« 13 true, I did not name the Perton, but here is his 
Letter, you know the Hand, fee whether his Duty 
does not equal my Tenderneſs. 
The Margucſ taking a Letter out of his Pocket, 
the Hand-writing of which I preſently k:cw, gave 
ir me to read. I open'd it with great Emotion, not 
being able as yet to divine the Nleaning of what I 
kid heard: I flatter'd myſelf that it fvour'd my 
Sentiments, the Sequel will ſhow whether 1 was mil- 
taken. The Letter was as follows. 


Lad 


A 


My LoRD, 


i Necei ved with the greateſt Gratitude the Marks of 

the Confidence you are picaſed 40 repoſe in me; * 
though you had th: * be fit to have acted other w/c, 
fhould have had the F Reſpect for the Perſon, in 
avheſo Fa you are determined; I fincerely ſhare in 
the Hoppineſs you 5 "poſe to yourſelf, and ſpall be over- 
Jayed to be a Mud of it. I am with Reſpect, My 
Lord, 


This Letter ſpecity'd nothing, yet ſeem'd to 
ſtrengthen my Prepoſſeſſion; I ancied, with ſome 
Reaſon, I was the chief Perſon concern'd : it will be 
evident that every Circumſtance contributed to lead 
me into a Miltake, 

Having 
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oY read the Letter, I return'd it to the Mar- 


gueſs, laying, “there was no need of any ſuch Proofs 
«© to convince me of his Son's 


Reſpe& for him.” 
Excuſe me, (replied the old Nobleman) they may 
ſerve to ſhow you the Regard I have for what be- 
longs to me; however, as I percerve you don't en- 
tirely comprehend me, let me farther explain my 
good Intentions , they tend to give you a Rank in 
the World, aud convince you how great a ſhare 
you have in my Litecm. But to prevent any Miſ- 
take on your Side, know, charming Icuny, that 
notwithſtanding the gaſons which oppoſed my 
Incli»..tio:-s, have folved with myſelf, you hail 
in a Mime be Marchtone/s of L. J. 

Theſe ,aft. Words appeared to me fo deciſive, and 


conformable ty want 1 had fo long defired, that, 
penetrated v. ih + 
the old M.rqu;/z's Feet; I was fo ſurprized, and 
aſtoniſh 
pett, that I wanted Words to expreſs my Acknow- 
ledoment:. *<* tow well pleas'd am I, my dear 


rateful Senſe, I threw myſelf at 


at a Conient I had fo little Reaſon to ex- 


Child (Aid the old Marqueſs taking me up) to diſ- 
cover by the Tranſport I have occaſion'd, that 
what I now do for you ſuits with your Inclinations! 
J have long heftated, I muſt own, before I de- 
clared my Intentions. My Mind miſgave me, 


that your Paſſion, for my Son would prove an Ob- 


flacle, and that your Heart would not eaſily com- 


ply with my Defir res; but I ought to have conſi- 
der'd your Diſcretion, and from thence aſſumed 
Horne: of Succeſs. The lefs Reaſon I had to ex- 
pect io favourable a Reception, the greater Impreſ- 
ſion your Manner o comply: 1g makes in my Breaſt. 
"IS my port, I ſhall b-have in ſuch a Manner, that 
vou will own, tho? 1 have not Youth on my Side, 
J have Commaitunce and good Humour, far ſur- 
{vc atrivoious Advantage; for neither that, 
eauty, make a Woman happy; it's the Tem- 
per, 15. good Sene that eſſect it, as every Day's 
Exper: :nce ev. #NCCS,” 


How it {io ld be po: üble for me thus to remem- 


der what the 5 {a@d on this Occaſion, I can- 


no. 
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not conceive ; for O overwhelm'd as I was at wha: 
I heard, ſo confounded at his Deſign of mar:ying 
me, and fo terriſied concerning what Aniwer to 
make, that I cou not utter a ſingie Word. To 
apmrove ot lis Fro] Mai, and onjcmbic my own In- 
clinations, would only give him Breatei Avtl.ority 
over me, and haiten my UDeluny; in refuring the 
rns, for ill-concerted Race, and not acknow- 
ledging my Ar verfion, „hat Riſk. di! I not run? 
Doubt! C35, the N Ole man muſt Dc Seca. CL 4 MMUT- 
ed, to reiolve on _ an UNeq ia) Match; „A it not 
natural to expect, atter the Advances ** has ade, 
that he woul-l come to Extremitics,; rather thay be 
dizppointed, and revenge a Denial from ſo mean a 
Perſon, too much honoured in the Pro; poſa! ? M 
twubled Mind repreſented the Behaviour of tht: Son 
on this fatal Occation: ; would not hc be made ac- 
countable for my Reluſd? Might it not be alio ex- 
pected, that to pu! ih both the Lover and his I liſ- 
treſs, he would tak care to ſeparate them ſo, as they 
mould never ſtce each other more? This Thouglit 
determin'd my Ani vier. 

You ſce my Lord, the Confuſion and Perplex- 
6e ity I am in (said I to the Margasſe, ſtriving to 
command my Counterance. Alas! who could avoid 


being ſo in my Situation ') «© Dol hear aright, or 


« js it not an Illufon ? Shall a Country Girl, with 
© no other Recommendation than her Virtue and a 
% ſul Share of Beauty, marry a Noblem an of your 
„Rank? Give me leave to call it in queſtion; he 
a; underttand,; himicit too wel: x [ have 
already told you (replied the ord Margugſi with 
ſome impatience) + that Virtue with me ſurpaſſes 
Birch and Fortune, and to that you mult aſcribe 
what I have determia'd in your Favour : Why 
then ſhouid you doubt a thing, of which I give 
© evident a Froof? You are not the on aly cne, 
J-avy, whom Fortune has thus fare ar'd, and will 
not be the lait. Men of greater Dill iaction than 
© myi-li have urn 4 Rvam: les Oi it? but I have 
© this Advantage, I barely do 2 to Merit, a 
* Reaſon not only ſulicient in itſelf, but w rrant- 
; able 
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* able to the World; whereas others in breakiny 
* thro? received Cuſtoms, have been influenced by 
their Whims, or drawn in by their Paſſions; nei- 
ther of which are pardonable,” 

Whatever I could alledge, was anſwered with {9 
much Strength of Reaſon by the Marqueſs, that it 
was impoſſible to maintain the Evaſion any longe 
which Diſſimulation ſuggeſted ; happily he furniſh. 
ed me himſelf with a Pretence, which I greedily 
catch'd at. It was neceflary, as he propoſed to re- 

ulate Matters, that the intended W edding ſhould be 
om private for ſome time; this he imagined not 
very feaſible, by reaſon of the Court's Leing ſo near, 
and his own numerous Retinue; if it ſhould be done 
at any cf his Seats, he had too large an err 
ance to prevent its taking Air, * Suppoſe it ſhov " 
« be deferr'd (ſaid I very nat urally) till the Nin, 
« takes ſome Journey Vour Employment oblige; 
« you to accomyany the Court, and all your Ser- 
« yants muſt follow you of courſe ; you may pre- 
« tend, urgent Atfairs call you to Paris, and | bring 
% away one truſty Domeſlick; every thing ſliall be 
« in readineſs for the Ceremony, which being over, 
you may inſtantly return and appear at the Levec 
„as if nothing had happen'd: As to me, I Niall 
continue in the ſame Way of Life as uſual, till you 
« judge proper to own your Marriage. In acting 
« thus, I don't apprehend you run any Hazard, or 
« your Secret liable to be diſcover'd.” 

The Margue/s thought my Propoſal ſo well con- 
certed, that taking me in his Arms he applauded 1: : 
* Your Wit and good Senſe (ſaid he) are not inferior 
© to your Charms; my ardent Vows are accompliſh- 
ed in ſuch an invaluable Acquiſition.“ Every thing 
that Politeneſs could ſuggeſt was beſtowed on me. 
'The remaining Part of the Day was ſpent in order- 
ing the future Wedding; ; I came readily into every 
thing he propos'd .on that Subject; finer Projects, 
ſure enough, were never laid out; we talk'd of no- 
thing but Rejoicings, Equipages, and Grandeur. He 
thought to pleaſe me by this pompous Parade; but 
alas ! how different were my Thoughts! I devour's 

my 
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my Sighs, and only waited an Opportunity to give 
them full Scope. 
The Chaiſe in which the Marguſt was to return 


to Yer/ailles being at the Door, he took his leave of 


me with a deep Sigh. * How ſhall I ſufler (ſaid he) 
during theſe eight Days of Abſence, my charming 
« Jenny / May J hope you will ſometimes beſtow a 
* Thought on one, in whoſe Mind you are ever pre- 
« ſent? I return'd the beſt Anſwer I was able, to fo 
many | Marks of his Affection; and, as nothing is 
exfier than to impoſe on a Man in Love, he went 
away fully contented. 

The Moment I was alone, I ſhut myſelf up in 
my Cloſet; the Buſineſs was to come to. a Reſolu- 
tion without loſs of Time. My t antient Lover was 
too deeply ſmitten to wait long; I did not even 
dare to depend on the Delay which Reaſon had ex- 
torted from him; he might change his Mind the 
next Minute, carry me to one of | 15 Sate, and ha- 
zard a Diſcovery to gratity his Paſtion, When Pco- 
ple of a certain Age "make a falſe Step, t.ey gene- 
rally come to Extremities. 

1 bethought myſelf of the Pretence nder, 
| had alifted my Parents, and imagin'd it vould 
*Ford me a ſife and honourable Retirement ; ſince 
my Father and Mother had not di [cover” {4 me, it 

highly probable Strangers would not be qu: cker 
e beſides, my way of Life ſhould be {© re- 
ured, as to prevent any troubleſome Adventure or 
Diſcovery of my Retreat. It was highly neceſſary 
to concea! ſuch a St tep from the old A7arquy/: ; for 
ater my Flight was known, I muſt expect the ut- 
mot Lffects of his R 48e; as he would be Ju ity ex- 
xſperated to meet with ſuch a Return for all his Fa- 
vours. and Convincing Proofs of his Affection. From 
Love to Hatred is a common Change, eſpecially 
when attended with Deſpair. 

3 Place ſcem'd ſittoil for my Purpoſe, becauſe 

ar Village wos the Jail Place in the World to ſearch 
for me; ] had been 10 ove. abſent, and there were 
%o many ſPecious Rcaſors apaintt my returning thi- 
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ther, that I applauded myſelf a thouſand times for 
making ſuch a Choice. Be that as it will, the De- 
ſign gave me great Content, and I had no ſooner 
formed it, but I thought of the Means of putting 
it in Execution. I concluded, that what 1 oup ht 
to do firſt, was to write the young Margue/s werd 
of his Father's Deſign, my Behaviour on the Occ:- 
ſion, and the Retirement I had choſe: I told him, 
that in Expectation of Heaven's appointing me {ome 

zettlement, I was going to preſerve a Heart which 
ever ſhould be entirely his; I comforted him on Oc- 
caſion of our Diſappointments, and begged him to 
imitate my Reſolution in the Vexations we might 
ſtill meet with ; in a Word, I poured out my Heart 
in this Letter, whoſe Length took up bel! Part of 
the Night. In writing to a Perſon beloved, one ne- 
ver has ſaid enough, and the Time employ'd in it 
ſlips away inſendbly. 

I was fo — when I finiſhed my Epiſtle, that 
I was obliged to go to Bed. I ſtarted ſeveral Times 
aut of my Sleep, fancying the old Margucſhi was come 
with a Deſign to carry m2 into the Country, and 
conclude the cruel! Marriage; my Imagination waz 
fo diſturbed, that it run on nothing elſe. 

The firſt thing I did in the Morning, after recom- 
mending myſelf and Affairs to Heaven, was writing 
to St. Fal; my Obligation to him made it an in- 
diſpenſible Duty. The Contents of my Letter were 

much the ſame with what I wrote to the Margue/+. 
Could I do lets for ſo fincere and tender a Friend? 
I was fo happy a few Days after to give him ſome 
Proofs of my Friendſhip ; but of that, in its proper 
Place. 

Juſt as Barbara return'd from the Poſt, two Mel- 
ſengers, on very different Errands, came to me. The 
f6rit was from the old Mar gueſs, with a Letter and a 
Paſket. The Letter was filled with the ſtrongeſt Aſ- 
ſurances of his Tendernefs, and the Baſket contain- 
ed a rich Toilette with all its Appurtenances of gilt 
Plate; in one of the Squares I found five hundred 
Leuis d Ort. But before I mention my Sentiment, 

(On- 
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concerning this rich Preſent, I muſt ſay ſomething of 
the iecond Meſſenger. 

A broa 
a black Wig, gave me a Paper full of Scrav-ls, 
which was all H breau to me. I deſired him to read 
it. He laid, not to trouble me with Law-Terms, 
it was a Summons to appear before the Judges 
there named, in order to «cknowledpe M. Are Sec- 
« phen des Rec hes, &c. as my Huſban 4, or to prove 
the contrary ; failing which, he was by 20vwer'd to 
« ſeize my Perſon wherever he could ind mi. The 
« time for appearing was three Days aſter the Date, 
© at two in the Afternoon, && 

I was aſtoniſh'd at the blind Man's Obſtinacy in 
perſiſting to have me for a Wife. I told the Lip— 
ſtaff, I ſhould act as 1 faw proper;“ upon which 
he left me, ſaying, © that the Plaintiff was in the 
right to lay Clai m to me; for I was well worth 
© the Coſts of Suit. 

Another Reaſon, any one may ſee, for leaving 
Paris, and which admitted of no Delay ; accord- 
ingly I began the ſame Day to pack uy what I in- 
tended to carry with me, deſigning to leave the Care 
of it to M. M-Ecorrt, who had endeared himſelf to 
me by the late Proof he gave of lus Readincis to 
ſerve me, which I ſhall ever remember. 

In two Days I was prepared for my Journey 3 1 
had a Letter ready to inform. him, at his Arrival, 
waere I was gone, and my Motives for retiring ; 1 
begg'd of him to forward the tlinzs I had oack'd 
up, and direct them to Madame 7 E{ainwicle. I had 
ſufer'd too much already by the other Name, to go 
by it any longer; 1 intended to ſur! Yize my Avni, 
to prevent any Accident, and not acquaint her with 
the Place to which I was going, left her great Jov 
ſhould make any Diſcoveries. In all Steps of this 
Nature too much Precaution cannot be uſed, and 
the beſt way is to keep one's own Secrets, efpectally 
with regard to Servants, who generally are not over 
Gicreet. 

The Preparations tor my Journey had fatigued me 

H 2 {9 


d- ſt. ouſder'd Man, with a ſharp Noſe and 


 — = 
_ 
— —— 
— — 
* 
— . 


o 


— amo, 


5 — 


— 


—— 


= n — _ 
8. — — — — — 
1 


4 — 
— 


ä 
* e 7 
* 


* 


* 


4 + Sam - . 
— — * 

* 4 

7 of o 


_— 4 


— V 
WIT = 
7 
— — 
1 -+4< 
4 * 
I 


172 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


ſo very much, that I was going to Bed when I heard 
ſome Horſes ſtop at the Door. I lock'd out of te 
Window, and found it was Meliccurt. How much 
I was overjoy'd, in the Circumſtances I was in, let 
any one judge. I ran to meet him; Lou could 
not have come (ſaid I) at a more ſeaſonable Time; 
« a few Hours later I had been gone.” He was 
much ſurpriz'd at this, and enquir'd very earneſtly 
what was my Motive. But I was too impatient to 
hear what he had to ſay himſelf, to give him the Sa- 
tisfaction he requir'd, and therefore begg'd he would 
yield to my Importunity. The Marguc/ was be. 
come ſo dear to me, that every thing elſe muſt cive 
Place. Meliceurt ſmiled at my Eagerreſs. He de- 
«* ſerves it all (ſaid he) you have in him the Phænic 
of Lovers; and he, on his Side, owes his Life t 
you. His Caſe was deſperate when I arrived: 
« Hearing from you, drew him out of a deep Me- 
* lancholy, which, joined to his Wounds, mult have 
* ſoon brought him to his Grave; but, as ſoon as be 
« was acquainted with the Occafion of 11; Tourney, 
he appear'd another Man; weak as he wa, be 
* would read your Letter himſelf : What Tranſports 
* of Joy did he not expreſs upon the Occaſion ! 17. 
* Melicourt (ſaid he) how ſhall I how you mv Gra- 
« titude for this fingular Piece of Service? Do you 
* know that the precious Treaſure you brought me, 
has reſtored my Life? The charming Creature! 
* cried he. What Concern! what 'Tenderneſ: ! 


* what a Revenge has ſhe taken of my groundleſs 


*. Suſpicions, thus to give me convincing Proofs of 
the ſincereſt Affection! Such generous and en- 
* dearing Proceedings ſhall never be forgot; ac- 
« quaint her with this, and that, when recover'd, 
nothing thall be left undone to compleat our mu- 
* tual Happineſs. 

« The little "Time I remain'd with kim, Made- 
moiſelle (continued Meliconrt) his whole Diſcourſe 
ran upon nothing elſe. He deſign'd to have diſ- 
patch'd Dubozs to make you eaſy; but, finding I 
intended to return immediately, he entruſted me 
| | « with 
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« with his Commands, which TI eſteem a great Ho- 
« nour; and the more pleas'd, as I am ſenſible 1 
may depend on his Intereſt, for which, Mademoi- 
« /ille, I am bcholden to you, and it's of too great 
Conſequence not to attach me for ever to your 
Service. 

After vie had diſcours'd, Melicourt and I, a long 
time concerning the Margue/:, I inform'd him of all 
that had h: apes G, and what I was forced to do. He 
approv'd of my Conduct, adding, that when my 
Lover knew the Sacrifice I made to him, he would 
be overjoy'd. As to the od Nobleman, I ſhow'd 
his rich Preſent to Meſicourt, acquainting him with 
the Perplexity l was in on that Account, and my 
Reſolution of returaing it. Ey no means (eried 
Alliceurt very haſtily;) if you will take my Ad- 
vice, you may employ 1 it much better: The young 
Marui has commiſſion'd me to take up Money 
* fer him in Paris, his Campaign having conſumed 
all his ready Money, and the Remittances from 
his Father not being ſufficient, the greateſt Service 
* you can do, would be to ſupply him; ſeize this 
Occaſion, which ſeems deſign'd to give you an 
s Opportnnity of obliging him with great Delicacy.” 
M-:licour!'s Propoſal appear'd ſo charming, that I ein- 
braced it very joyfully; even if I had not had 
the Money by me, I would have fold every indivi- 
dual Thing as a Proof of my Tenderneſs. I gave 
tie five hundred Lewis d' Ort to Melicourt, who un- 
dertook to remit them to my Lover, and, by the 
Sale of my Moveables, which were more than ſufli- 
cient, to make up the Sum again. As to the Loi 


- 


lette, I left it entire in a Cheſt of Drawers, and, 


- © 


after concerting with Meliccurt, I wrote the follow - 
ing Letter to the old Margue/+, to let him know, 

that though I could not comply with what he re- 
quir'd, I was not w anting in point of Gratitude, nor 
urdeſerving of his Favours by my Behaviour. 


Sheuld be wery ungrateful, my Lord, if I reair'd 
without acquarnting you of it, and my Meotives ſor 
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Jo deing. Tour Title to the — of a eman tg 


20m you bave thus behawd, ts to clear to be di/futct; 
as ile Hemour of being youre, 14 too great net to mori 
all the Duty and Love a Wife can be capable of. After 
awerymng with the 2 Attentton your Propejals, 1 
Sud: my Heart afjerds ning mure in your Regard, tian 
Reſp: A and Gratitude, But as this is not enough, no» 
is it in my Poxwer to go farther, I conclude the Drfici- 
ency to be Jo great, that I am not «corihy the Honour of 
being your Wife, With theſe Sent ments I retire 10 
exfiate my Misfertune, bit ſhall ever li mindful of ths 
0⁴ reatiens I hade receiv'd, Excuſe therefore my Cen- 
aut oa this Occafe, 1. as it Is ſuitable to the Peel. ty on 
.vhich value my/c!f, and the Sentiments of Ryjpect and 
Efteem with which { fall ever be, my Lord, 


Your, Oc. 


P. S. IT received with very grateful Sentiments the 
magnificent Toilette you was pleas'd to beſtoau upon me. 
1 durſt not return it for fear of diſetliging you, neither 
&id I think frofer to carry it with me, confidering the 
Step 1 have taken; I have Left it im the Drawers be- 
longing to my Bed-chamber. The Perſen in whoſe Core 
{ have left my Maire, wy bring it to you, my Lord, 
euhenever you fienſe to give your Orders, with the Mo- 
ney it contains. I repeat my Proteſtations of Reſpect and 
Gratitude, and ſhall continually offer up my Vows fer 
year precicus Life. 


It was very lucky for me that Melicourt was re- 
turn'd, his Afiſtance was very ſerviceable, ſo that in 
leſs than half a Day, every thing was ready for my 
Journey; we agreed, that he ſhould remain in my 
Apartment till the Margue/s and St. Fal had anſwer'd 
my Letters, that ſuch as came in the mean Time 
might be taken care of. Every thing being fix'd, I 
f-t out the next Day at four in the Morning, after 
I had agreed with Meliceurt that he ſhould write 
from tine to time an Account of what paſted in my 
Abſence. 

| Behold 
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Behold me once more a wandering Fugitive, ig- 
norant of what was to follow fo many Troubles I 
had undergone. All my paſt Life preſented itielf to 
my Imagination, aad plunged me into deep Thought, 
* What, always thinking! (fail my good Aunt) 
always melancholy | Muſt I never ſee an End of 
« your Afflictions? They muſt certainly be very 
great, not to allo you a Moment's Reſpite. It's 
true, if you were really in Want, or did not know 
* where to go, I would not be angry with you: but, 
Heaven be prais'd, that is not your Caie; fur from 
running away in Debt, you have left gocd Eifects 
behind you, which you may have again when you 
« pleaſe. It's not fo with me, Heaven knows! (con- 
« tinued Barbara with a deep Sigh) © after twenty 
* Years Service, what have I laid up? Heretofore, 
* I was not in fo good a Place indeed, as yours, 
* where I want for nothing; but then, you muſt own, 
I pay dear enough in conicience for it, in the At- 
* feftion I have 6, to you: Do you believe, every 
Time I fee you in Tears and Affliction, I am vex'd 
to the Heart? And indeed, how can it be other- 
« wile, on ſuch an Occaſion ? 

Things will mend (anſwer'd I very mildly) my 
« Friend; don't be caſt n. the Country Air will 
« make me chearful.” Are we going to live in 
© the Country? (cried ee ad overjoy'd.) Hea- 
ven be prais'd, I ſhall be happy! What, ſee the 
Fields, the Sun rife, hear the Lark and the Night- 
* ingale, and ſpin at the Door? What a Bleſling! 
And J ſhall hear no more the Rattling of Coaches, 
* and all the Hurly-burly we leave behind us! After 
« all, your Paris is a Hell upon Earth. To be ſhut 
up from e ing till Night like a Nun in a Cloy- 
« fter; to be alw ays in dread of Thieves and Ra! des, 
to be hunch'd, or thrown down at every foot and 
* anon, or have the Tiles or a Chamber pot about 


And when ſhall we get thither ? To-morrow (an- 
ſwer'd I with a Smile, knowing how the would re- 
Joice) « we ſhall lye AK 5a ny ill; 15 ge.“ 


H 4 I had 


one's Ears : Oh, Madam, I am quite tranſported ! 
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I had no fooner named the Word, but Parb:; 
ſhouted aloud: At our Village! (cried the) we 
* which my Bowels have fo long yearn'd ? Ah! my 
dear Miſtreſs (continued ſhe with Tears of hop 
it was Heaven itſelf that put ſuch a Thought in 
* your Head; for you have pitch'd upon the noi 
« charming Place on Earth: Aye, your Parzs, with 
all its Finery, is not to be compared with it; here 
you'll breathe wholeſome freſh Air; you'll be a little 
Queen among them. Litelikins! how you will be 
© admit d! they il all crowd to fee you, I warrant 
« you: And bew th2 Curate will raiſe his Voice at 
the Preface, when you appear! for, let me tel] you, 
he's no Clown, and keeps the be! Comp?ny ; nay, 
in my Time, they could not teli what to do v.ith- 
ont him at the Cittte.? 

Barbara was 10 MATES at this unlock?d-for 
Happ ineſs, that ſhe talked of nothing elſe all the 
Jenrney. I would not feng a Mcfii nager b; fore, as 
{ once iutende 4, tom the firft Day's > Journey, be- 
Catzie my Father kad wiote to Das bara u fey D's 
butoe I ſet oY he acquainted her, that all n. 
(mmiſſons were executed, and that 1 night cope 
/e never I pleas'd ; that my Chamber was ready, 
well fur iſn'd, and every Thing, he hoped, to my 
liking. This Letter had greatly contributed to de- 
termine me, in Regard of the Place. A certain In- 
Colence I had contrafted, inclin'd to the Sile on 
v. hicn J found the leaſt Trout le, and [ was pleased 
that Care was over. Eaſe inſenſibly habituates us to 
Lazineſs, which, when once indulecd, coits very 
Cear to be overcome. 

The Sight of our Steeple created in me a ſecret Joy, 
though attended with ſome Uneaſineſs that I could 
not command. As for Barbara, ſhe was in Rap- 
tures : There, Madam, tiere is the dear Village! 
(ſaid ſhe, pointing to it.) The great Houſe on the 
Left, ſurrounded with thoſe fine Trees, is te 
Caſtle, about a Gun-ſhot from the Village; we 
* ſhall paſs by the Gates, and you'll ice a fire Place 
* where we dance on Sundays. That Brook waters 

« the 
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the Gardens; and the Tops of the Houſes b hind 
* thoſe high Trees, is where the Village ſtands.” 
Still as we advanced, my good Aunt explain'd all 
the Particulars as they occurr'd ; and this, with ſuch 
an innocent Satisfaction, that I envied her Happi- 
neſs, and would have given any Thing to have ſhar'd 
with her. 

Upon our Entrance into the Village, Barbara knew 
one of her Neighbours who was ſpinning before her 
own Door; ſhe called to. her aloud, begg'd the Po- 
ſtillion to ſtop for a Moment, made herſelf known, 
and aſk*'d a hundred Queſtions all in a Breath. The 
good Country-womanr, after recollecting Barbara, 
told her Neighbour who was folding ſome Sheep; 
ſhe told a third ; and, as it was the Time for the 
Cattle to come home, every one was ſtirring, and in 
a trice we had halt of the Village about the Chaiſe. 
I called to the Poſtillion to go on to 7% B 's, 
upon which ſeveral Girls, who were ſurpris'd to hear 
me name one of their Neighbours, offer'd their Se- 
vice to ſhew the Way, run ſkipping along before the 
Horfes, and brought me in Triumph to the Houle. 
But, how little did it appear! How did the Village, 
ſo much boaſted of by Barbara, and which I had re- 
preſented to myſelf ſo charming, now appear wretch- 
ed and miſerable! The Tears came; and, in ſpite 
of Reaſon's Force, I regretted the charming Abode 
had quitted. Childith Prejudice were vanithed, I 
was familiariz'd with Grandeur, to advance is more 
agreeavle than to go back; how ſha!l ] expreſs my- 
feit ? 1] was Foul enough to be humbled at the Mean- 
neis which farrounded me; and why ? Becauſ: I was 
el.,mour' with Oſtentation! Becauſe I was vain! 
b.cauie my uttle Knowledge of the Werld had ii 
fected mie! 

In the mean Time, my Facher and Mother, who 
Were told of my Arrival, came very joytully to help 
me dove n out of the Chaiſe. My Agitation was fo 
great, and my lind 1o troubled, that I did not hear 
a Word of tne obliging things they jail, Going into 
to the Hiouic, my Mother made a Motion which 

Il; frighten'd 
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frighten'd me, apprehending I was diſcover'd: 1 
learnt afterwards, ſhe was upon the point of taking 
me about the Neck, my Face made ſuch an Impreſ- 
ſion on her, becauſe being in an Undreſs, I was leis 
unlike what I had formerly been. But, it went no 
- farther than a Fright, and I was conducted to my 
little Apartment, conſiſting of a Bed- chamber and a 
little Room, the Furniture plain, but new and con- 
venient; and, with what was coming after me, I 
found myſelf very commodiouſly ſituated, and better 
than I deſerv'd. 

My Father, who was tranſported with the Ho- 
nour he fancied I did him in lodging there, ſhew'd 
me, that from my Chamber [ could go into a neat 
little Garden under my Windows; he told me, he 
had dcterr'd laying the Walks till my Arrival, and 
that 1a eight Days time I ſhould have a Parterre of 
Flowers at the Foot of the Stairs. I thank'd him for 
his Civilities, and aſſur'd him I was overjoy'd to lodge 
in his Houſe, which indeed was very true. There 
was but one Particular I dreaded; that was, being 
diſcover'd ſooner or later. I was now pretty fate 
as to my Father and Mother, and much more in re- 
gard of my Siſter; but Ce/zz, the young Fellow wg 
had been ſo fond of me, could he behold me without 
being mov'd ? The Impreſſions Nature makes, tho 
deep, daily Expericnce ſhows that Time will wear 
tuem out. But, it's far otherwiſe with the Ideas en- 
gray? d in the Heart by Love; as the Paſſion is Keren 
the Trace is deeper, and 5 outlaits the 
other : behdes, Col. a had leen e ſfince 1 had left the 
Willage 

Neverthele f, T baniſh'd theſe Fears; I was ſo 
much grown, and my Features were now form'd ing 
quite altz;*d,- that I imagin'd nobody would kn, 
me; at leat I was watling to flatter myſelf fo. 

When I was in Ded, 1 laid down a Plan for my 
mMariig it a Rule to ice no Company, but 
tay Lime in Working and | Reading, AS 
70 my Tabje, | Cetermm'd it ſhould be plain, to a- 
void F.xpence and Show, and not he under the Re- 


proach of ating the Lady in my Father's Houſe, 
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T thought proper, indeed, to eat alone, apprehend- 
ing too great a Familiarity might diſcover the Secret, 
and as yet I did not approve of being obliged to de- 
clare myſelf. 

Some Dificulty ſtill remain'd ; the Margue/5 might 
return, and be deſirous of diſcourſing with me. Fe 
had been ſeen there before, and his Preſence and 
Viſits might recall thoſe Ideas which were but too 
carefully laid up; all which put together, Terry 
might be found to be her that was defirous to paſs 
for ſomebody elſe This I imagin'd might happen; 
and certainly had in a ſhort Time, but that the Mar- 
gueſs apprehended the fame Thing. It will appear 
how he managed the Affair; at preſent, ſomethirg 
elſe demands our Attention; every Thing has it's 

oper Place. 

[ paſs'd the Night better than I had reaſon to ex- 
pet. In the Morning, my Mother bringing me 
ſome Broth, which I order'd Barbara to make over 
Night, told me, that the Gentleman at the Caſtle 

had ſent to know who I was , and whether I made 
any Stay in the Village; ſhe added, * ſhe had 
given no polittve Anſwer, not knowing what were 
© my Inter tions. 

I prais'd my Mother's Diſcretion, with an Air 
that ſufficiently ſhow'd my Satisfaction; but, had 
like to have ſpoil'd all, by aſking a Queſtion; I 
catch'd myſelf, and only enquir'd who was Lord of 
their Village. le is a Firaxcier (ſaid ſhe) an old 
«© Batchelor; who, after the Death of the laſt Poſſeſ- 
* for, purchas'd it of his Widow: He was once upon 
the Point of mar rying a Rl a Daug' iter of mine, who 
* now lives with a Lady, My Mother was talking 


all this Time of me, — was leth to ſprak her 


Mind to my Diſad vantage; ſuch Acknon ledgments 
grate too much. But the March was broke off 
(continued the) becauſe the inter. 10 1 Bridegroom was 
engage to another, who ſent to turbid the Marriage. 
From that Time, the Women ate all afraid of 
him, tho? he is very rich, an! he makes himſelf 
*-amends as often as he can; but this noriild Fi zure 
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and bad Character frighten all our Girls. He 
ſpends the Autumn here, and during that Time 
every one keeps Watch and Ward, for he is as 
wicked as he is ugly.” 

This Account reſembled M. Gripart ſo very much, 
whom I have mention'd before, that I was not ſur- 
priz'd to hear my Mother name him. As the was in 
a talking Mood, ſhe related Madame Dejtival's Hi- 
ſtory, much the ſame as what I have given be- 
fore. She expreſs'd herſelf much properer than 
my Father, which made me reliſh it better from 
her than from him. The Reader may judge; the 
Sequel of that Lady's Hittory falls in too naturally 
here to be poſtpon'd. 


SEQUEL of Madame &Elbieux*'s Hiſtory. 


In the mean Time, Mr. Deſtiwal, ignorant as cre 
may 1magine, of his being by Miſtake concern'd in 
what had paſs'd the preceding Night, came before 
Dinner to the Count:/; de N ' Caſtle, deter- 
min'd on the Anſwer he was to make to her Pro- 
poſals. One Moment later, all would have been 
over, he had certainly found the Door ſhut again! 
him, and muſt have return'd without comprehending 
the Meaning of ſuch a whimfical Order. The Ccun- 
ret, who thought ſhe had Reaſon to be highly pro- 
vok'd, was determin'd to have him forbid ever ſetting 
his Foot again in her Houſe ; but, never dreaming 
of his being there before Dinner, as he muſt have 
gone to Bed ſo late, deferr'd giving her Orders ul 
ſhe roſe herſelf. 

Let any one imagine her Conſternation at ſeeing 
him enter ker Pedchamber with that caſy Air whicn 
is the Reſult of Innocence. She was ſcarce able to 
command her Refentment, and turn'd to the other 
Side, with a Diſdain which muſt have been diſcover- 
ed, had there been the leaſt Suſpicion of what bad 

iven Occaſion to it. Deflival, not av, are of it, en- 
quir'd after her Health, and how ſhe came to keep 

ICE 
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her Bed fo long ? © You have certainly ſupp'd late, 
© been up all Night, (faid he) and now have por the 
« Head-Ach; and if I may judge by your Looks, 
are not in a Humour to chat.“ This Speech, far 
from engaging the Counts/s to make any Anſwer, 
only provok'd her the more; nevertheleſs, ſhe con- 
tain'd herſelf out of a Defire to know how tar the 
Impoſtor's Impudence would go. 'The treacherous 
Man, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, atter endeavouring to de- 
ceive the Daughter, tancics the Mothe: may be 
more eaſily impoſed on, as the does iht know what 
Diſcoveries her Daughter has made; and flatters 
timſelt, that tho' he be dicarded by her, he may 
marry me. But, why ſhould I take his Perfidioul- 
nels thus to Heart? What is it to me, whether the 
Wretch be privately married or not, or dares make 
his Addreſſes to me ? I know what I have to do, 
and ſnhould be guilty of a greater Folly, if, inſtead 
ot divertiag mylelt at his L-xpence, I ſhould be fe- 
r10us in the Matter, and only give myſelf Uneaſineis 
to no Purpote. 

This reaſonable Reflection brought the Counte/s to 
herſelf : Inſtead of carrying it with a high Hand, as 
ſhe once thought of doing, ſhe preter.d:d to wake 
out of her Sleep, ſaying, % ſhe had not cloſed her 
Eyes all Night, and that it was very barbarous 
to diſturb her. Indeed . De/izval, added ſhe, 
you are to blame, and 1 ought to puniſh you by 
taking another Nap; but for this Time I'll pardon 
you, heing impatient to heir what you have de- 
termin'd alter our lait Convertation. Step into the 
„ next Room while I rite, and then we'll diſcourſe 
as long as you pleaſe.” 

Defttva! oppos's this: * You appear too much to 
an Advantage (ald he with a Smile). in your Bed, 

* and are too Charming for me to loſe the Pleaſure 
of ſeeing you; give me leave to fit down by you, 
and I ſhall declare my Sentiments with the Sincerity 
*. you exacted of me.” 

Tae Counte/s, * ſenſible to Compliments, was 
half reconciled. You are always flattering _ 
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(faid ſhe, in an affected Tone) “any one elſe would 
be deceived by your fine Speeches; but it's lucky 
« for me that I know myſelf, and am not Fool enough 
« to be impoſed on. But to the Reſolution you fay 
« you have taken; that Reſolution I'm ſo much in- 
« terefted in, and am ſo impatient to hear.” 

© I have too lively a Senſe of all the Civilities I 
© have received, (replied De/tival, very gravely) to 
heſitate a Moment in ſincerely declaring my Mind: 
I am a Stranger to Deceit, and value myſelt ton 
much on Probity, to make a Myftery of the Paſſion 
I have for Mademei/elle d Elbicux. This is ſaying 
enough, Madam, and, I think, I ought not to uſe 
an Apology for aſſuring you I am ready, whenever 
you pleaſe, to marry your Daughter, and receive 
* her from your Hand as a precious Pledge of your 
Eſteem and Friendſhip.” 
This Anſwer needed no Explanation. “ That is 
« as much as to ſay, (replied the Counteſi ironically) 
« you crusly {critice yourſelf, and, to oblige me, 
&« will bece me the moſt wretched of Mankin4 :» This 
« is doing a great deal for my Sake, I know not how 
« to make a Return; but in an Affair of this Con- 
* ſequence, I muſt let the Mother take place of the 
« Friend, and examine every thing very cautiouſty. 
have been informed, Sir, that you are already 
40 — and before any Thing 1s concluded on, 
« it's nt I ſhould be fully ſatisfied on ſo material a 
6 Point. If you will act with the Probity for which 
6 you ſeem to value yourſelf, T ſhall avoid making 
* an Enquiry, which, though it turn out to your 
« Acquittance, will throw a Slur upon you, every 


« Man of Hour ought to avoid.“ 


Mr. Dei val, who Conſcience did not accuſe 


him, imagin'd either the Conte banter'd, or eiſe 


reſented the Preference he gave he Daughter. You 
« are at Lib: rTty, Malim (an.wer'd he) to act as you 
a. pleaſe. -W hacever Meafures you take, I am ſure 
they will prove my Innecence, Every one knows 
me, have nothing to reproach myſelf witbal, 
and defy the worſt of Encmies' & This is 
going 
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« going too far, (cried the Counte/s, interrupting 
him) “ you may talk thus to others, who are lets 
* acquainted with you; but, as for me, I am not 
« ſo eaſily deceived.” * Though you ſhould take 
© jt ill (replied D-/iwal, with warmth) I mull tell 
you, that whoever gave you any ſuch Informa- 
tions, are Impoitors, and I ſhall puniſh them as 
they deſerve, if you will pleaſe to name them: 
The Jett is ſomething tart, and ſure enough carried 
too far. 

The Counte/5, fully perſuaded that it was Defival 
whom ſhe had heard reproach'd over Night with his 
ſecret Engagements, and which he had own'd, was 
exaſperated at his Aſſurance in denying them: © My 
„ Daughter (cried ſhe in a Paſſion) can never be 
« ſufficiently prais'd for diſcarding you with Scorn, 
« ſince you ſtand fo audaciouſly in a Lye.” For 
Heaven's Sake, Madam, (ſaid D-ftwai, interrupt- 
ing her a third Time) let us underſtand one ano- 
ther, and don't perſiſt in ſuch cruel Treatment; if 
you are in jeſt, IM hold my Tongue, and am wil- 
© ling you ſhould give full Scope to your bitter per- 
* plexing Humour; but, if you are ſerious, it is 
time to come to an Explanation. What is it you 


mean by pretending I am married > What ſecret. 


c Engageme: it do you hint at? What (rounds have 
« you to Imagine your Daughter has diſcarded me 
© with Scorn ? I would have you to Know, Madam, 
* with all due Reſpect, that there is not one * 
« Jable- of Truth in all this; and that if you talk 
* till To-morrow, I hall not comprehend one Word 
* you ſay.” 

The more Mr. Deſival perſiſte] in afferting his 
Innocence, the more the prejuc iced Caunteſt's Rage 
encreas'd: Notwithſtanding her Reſclution to keep 
in a bantering Strain, the lol all Patience : Is > 
« poſſible (aid ſhe, railing her Voie) that yoa 
* ſhould carry, Sir, the Im; oſture to this ber, gth ? 
« You dare maintain you are not married? Ves, 
Madam, I do aver it, (replied Def:wat) vho couid 


have inform'd you of ſo baſe a Caluuany ?? © My 


* Daughter, 
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Daughter, if you muſt know, (replied the Cuunte,7 


very warmly, not daring to own how ſhe diſcover'd 


it. 


* 


) * Mademoiſelle d"Elbieux! (cried Deftival) ſhe 
could never have invented ſuch a Lye : I lay again, 
Madam, you only divert yourielf at my Expence, 
and have ſome Motive for io doing: I'm ſatisfied 
you have invented this Story, as an Excuſe for 
breaking your Word with me; but, you need not 
have Taxea the Pains to proceed in this extranrdi- 
nary Manner, had you barely ſaid you did not ap- 
prove of me for a Son-in-law, I ſhould have come 
preſently to a Reſolution, Madam, and given you 
no farther Trouble.” 

The Concluſion of this Anſwer touch'd the Cour- 


re/; to the Quick, ** There is no bearing this, (cried 
hes. looking furiouſly at him „you provoke me be- 


«+ 


«c 


« yond Meaſure, by your ill Mangers. Know then, 
Sir, fince you force me to it, that I was Witneſs 
the laſt Night of your Converſation with my 
1 er in the Park; now ſure you underſtand 
: Will you deny too that my Daughter wrote 
to I that you agreed to meet her in the Park, 
that you and ſhe talk'd of me in the moſt con- 
tempuble Manner? Will you deny too, your 
owning vour Marriage? But to what Purpo. do 
I give theſe Proofs ? I ſee, in your Looks, you are 
contriving to evade them. Go, Sir, it's ſhameful 
for a Man of your Rank to lye fo openly; I al- 
ways thought Perſons of Diſtiattion were exempt 
from this Vice.” 
* Nay then, (cried De val, lifung up his Eyes to 


Heaven) either I am run mad, or you have iS: 


1 


c 


4 


* 


your Senſes: Pardon me, Madam, if my Emot!o 

has occaſion'd an Expre fon 1 myſelf blame; hs 
really, any one "I weull loſe all Patience with 
vou: I receive a Letter Jaſt Night from your 
Daught ter! * mect nie in the Pat k! [ ſpeal⸗ "0s 
reſrectfu!ly of yoa, and, to complete the Fiction , 
frankly own my ſelf married, when there is no ſuch 


« Thing, and ſhe Ciſcard me without my knowing 


of it! Faith, Madam, once more, either you dream, 
* or 
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© or I am mad: Certainly I have diſturbed your 
sleep, and you are dreaming again; or you are 
* reſolved to provoke a Man of ſome Worth. Yes, 

* I ſay it again, you certainly dream, and the Devil 
bimſelf can, c unriddle it. 

* inc, c. d"Elbieux entered the Room as Dſfi- 
d ſaid this in a great Hcat : She did not know he 
was come, ut was ſtill pert ada he was the Perſon 
ſhe had taik'd! with the Night betore, and was not 
much (Urpris 1 to find him wah ner Macher, after 
what ſhe fancied ſhe had diſcover'd: Her Malicc, 
Which! was n er backward, made her co oncigas that 


he ba1-Jain 1:4 the Caltle, and what: confirm'd her in 

: +? | *;3 ! , * inne y Tot » * ” > 1 

it tune more, his angry Diſcoirle: She did net 
! I os 171 

doubt but her Mocher ard he, like roo many mar- 


* 

ried People, hal quarcrelPd, and, ben 0 to mect :1 
Man ſte deteſted u;on the pretended Diſcovery, ſhe 
was going to retire and vent ber ill Humour in her 
Chamber; but the Crunt?/; perec 11; her, very 
remptorily commanded her to flay, 2 7 7 0 her Fe- 
ſence was WN to clear up an Anair the vr. 
acquainted with, and well aeierved (added ſhe with 
a Sneer) the Honour of her Evidence and Confirma- 
tion. 

Deftival, who was grown impatient, did not wait 
for the Cauntiſi proceeding in her Diicourſe. I am 
* overjoyed, Medemor/elle laid he) that you are come 
* ſo luckily: Would you believe, your Mother has 
* ſpent an Hour in endeavouring to periuade me that 
« you wrote to me, and that in Conſequence of it, I 
met you laft Night in the Park; that under Fa- 


© Your, we rail'd at her, and a thou ſand Dreams of 


* this Nature? Speak, Aaamotjelle, you can beit 
© decide it: it was in vain tor me to aſſure her that 
* it's all a Miſtake ; ſhe perſiſts in proving it to be 
true, and | am fo aſtoniſh'd that I ſhall not recover 
* mvſelt ſoon. 

Mad au- ſelli DP Flix was extremely ſurpriz'd to 
hear that her Mother was fo well acquainted with her 
Proceedings; ſhe coucluded the Farmer's Son had 


betrav'd her, ard was reſolved to revenge herſelf 
woner 
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ſooner or later: Notwithſtanding her Anger againſt 

Deftival, ſhe approv'd of his perſiſting to deny the 
Meeting, and thought it was her Bufineſs to tecond 
him, which* ſhe did with ſo much Earneſtncfs, that 
it was rewarded with a Box on each Har, for ſaying 
ſhe knew nothing at all of it, and that it was contrary 
even to ©: mmon Senſe. 

The Countz/s having thus revenged herſelf, or- 
dered Deſti val very diſdainfully to retire, and never 
come near her more. He roſe from his Seat, ſtung 
with the injurious Treatment he had received : * Ves, 
Madam, (cricd he) you ſhall ſee me no more; but 
remember, and I repeat it betore this young Lady, 
that I never ſtir'd from home lait Night, as ail the 
People in the Village can witneſs, I lay at my 
own Houſe ; that I had not the Honour of mect— 
ing your Daughter, that I never told ber I Was 
married, and in fine, that the whole is a Fiction: 
This 1s the plain Truth, and fo I wiſh you a good 
Morrow, engaging my Word of Honour never to 
expoſe myſelf again to ſuch opprobrious 'T reat- 
ment, as I have undergone this Day. 

Deſtival went away leaving the Counte/s extreme- 
ly perplexed at the Impoſture, of which ſhe thought 
him guilty : looking at her Daughter, who cned 
for Vexation, ** You are very impudent, Miſs (ſaid 
ſhe) „to deny what I myſelf ſaw and heard.“ Say- 
ing this, ſhe threw the Letter at her ſhe had inter- 
cepted, as was mentioned before: Will you deny 
« this too? I know you, perfidious Creature : your 
« wicked Heart betrfys itſelf every Moment: you 
« expreſs yourſelf in my regard with great Tender- 
neſs and Affection truly]! Go, ungrateful Child, 
you little deſerve what I have done for you; and 
I ſhould act very prudently, if, after diſcovering 
your malicious Diſpoſition, I ſecured you in a Place 
that might prevent your behaving to me ſo crue!!y 
“ hereafter,” 

Theſe Reproaches were too juſt not to affect Ma- 
de moiſelle d Elbieux, wicked as ſhe was; ſte cricd 
very heartily, and confeſſed ſhe deſerved ti.em, 2 

lag 


«c 
46 
«c 
cc 


«c 
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me own'd to her Confident from whom this Hiſ- 
tory was learnt : beſides her other ill Qualities, ſhe 
was very unguarded, and had not Senic enough to 
conceal, what ſhe ought to have buried in eternal 
Oblivion. 

As raſh as Mademoiſelle d Elbieux was, ſhe reflect- 


ed a long time on what had happen'd, though it was 


not uſual with her; had there been the leait Room 
to doubt, ſhe would have concluded that D:/ftival 
was not the Perſon ſhe met in the Park : his denying 
having been there, and her Mother's paſſionate Man- 
ner of forbidding him the Houſe, did not ſuit the 
Notions ſhe had imbibed : ſhe was infinitety defirous 
of diſcourſing him on the Points he had fo obitinate- 
ly denied: beſides, it was ſufficicnt to he ill uſed by 
her Mother, to reconcile him; to her to ſay noth irg 
of his being moſt in favour of all her Lovers, and 
in the Humour ſhe then was, ſhe heartily v ſhed the 
Engagements, ſhe fancied he was under wih her 
Mother, were not of the Nature ſhe tulp<cted, in 
order to receive his Addreiles anew, and even to 
marry him perhaps at laſt. 

She was juſt fitting down to Table with her Mo- 
ther, who ſtill murmured and reprimanded her for 
what had happen'd (for the beſt of Mothers, when 
thus provoked, don't eaſily give over) Dinner was 
ſerving up, when Word was brought that N. De/+ 
tourneaux was come: after reflefting on want had 
paſſed, he was concerned at having been fo toolifh 
as to give Occaſion to Madeno:;/oile d"Eibicux's re- 
tiring, when his good Fortune had procured him 
the Meeting; apprehending beſides, that Jealouſy 
might poſſibly have mortif ed her, he came to repair 
the Miichicf he had done himſelt ; and in order that 
the Acknowledgment he kad made, ſhould not pre- 
judice his Pretenſions to a Perſon, who, in marry- 
ing him might retrieve his Affairs and make his For- 
tune, he was reſolved, in caſe ſhe refuſed to hear 
him on Accourt cf his having ſaid he was married, 
to pretend it vas ail a Jeſt, and only to try whether 
ſue conceru'd hericit in what regarded him: he had 

even 
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even taken the Precaution, in caſe ſhe ſhould make 
any Enquiry, to inſtruct his Wife, and convince her, 
that it was her Intereſt to aſſiſt him on this Occaſion, 
in order to alleviate the extreme Neceſſity, to which 
her ill Conduct had reduced her; this was what 
brought the vain-glorious D. feurneaux to the Caille, 
and occahoned various Adyentures. 

Mademoiſelle d Eivicux, who had not dig: ten tac 
Blows, nor the cortinual Miuncerng ſhe 4 un- 
dergone, received Do//ourntauc very coldly. {11 the 
contrary, the Counteſs carciied him extreamiy, be- 
cauſe ww Knew he was odious to Deflivat, as it be 
intended by ſuch Treatment to revenge herſcit for 
all the Hb ces ſhe laid to his Charge: The Gei- 
tleman was fo clerated at this, that he grew very 
yoviat, and endeaoured by his Country Jefts to de- 
inſtate himſelt in che Favour of Mademoiſelle d E 
bicux, The Co: wo perceiving by her Daughter's 
tullen Loks, that Defteurnzaux's Company was di- 
agreeable to her, tool; a melicious Plenſure in leaving 
them alone: accordiangiy, the Moment ſhe had 
dined, ſhe retired to her Cloſet under ſome Pretext, 
but in reality to divert herſelf with the Vexation 
this would occaſion in her Daughter. When II- 
nature is to be indulg'd, every Thing that n pes 
ſes another is acceptable, though of the mod wifting 
Nature. 

The Spark was no ſconer alone with the Daugh- 
ter, but le began his Addreſſes and fine Speeche: 
in order, if pet! lible, to renew the preceding Night's 
Converſation: but, he met with all the Diſdaiu ſhe 
was capable of expreſſing when diſpleaſed. De un- 
neaux bore it tolerably well for ſome time; but, frd 
ing nothing would appeaſe her, he be egan to think 
of juſtifying hiniſelf upon the Subject of his unlucky 
Acikno! «ledgmer; t, from which he 1 imagin'd all this 
Contempt proceeded : : I (ce plainly,  Mademuoiſollr, 
« (cried he) that what I iaid laſt Night about a pre- 
* tended Marriage by way of Banter, has made you 
« uneaſy, and occafion'd the Coldacſs with which | 
am treatzd; but don't be mitaken, I am unde 2 
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« Engagement, as I am ready to prove: had you 
« favour'd me a few Moments longer with your 
« Company, you would have found” «Are 
you ran mad ? (replied Made 10 elle d Eltienx very 
Ari ily) who told you that | concern myſelf about 
you, Or am any ways intereſted whether you are 
« at Liberty or not ? Neither do I comprehend what 
« you mean by a Diſcourſe, you ſay we had to- 
« cether, I remember nothing of it: You muſt ex- 
6c plain; yourſelf, or, which would do much better, 
« Sir, give me no farther Trouble; I'm not in a 
« Humour to be diverted with your Wit, and you 
« had beſt reſerve it tor others, who may poſſibly 
« reliſh it, tho? I don't.” 

This made Deſlaurnemux ſtare, and puzzled him in 
his Turn. * I could not have thought, aniwered he, 
* that you would quarrel for a Tiife, after giving 
© me a Meeting, methinks « I owe you a 
« Meeting! (cried ſhe interrupting Lim a ſecond 
Time, and ſurprized at his Affuraunce;) “ you are 
« certainly diſtracted, or could never have enter- 
«© tain'd ſuch an extravagant Noton,? I ſhould 
\ « think fo too (re lied [De lcmneaux incens'd at this) 

* it 1 imagined all theſe Things without anv Foun- 
dation: but, when you fee this Letter, and which 
you cannot dilown, as | recerved it from you, I 
Ratter myſelf you will not pertiit in treating me as 
you have hitherto done.” 

Saying this, he preſented the Letter to her, which 
created no ſmull Aſtoniſhment. Caſting her Eyes 
upon it, ſhe fancicd ſhe knew the Hand, and upon 
* Lat read it all over; it ampear:c to be the fame 

th the Letter the wrote ty Def al, Es cepting as 
to the Place of Meeting, and the Writing being 
diſterent from 1 own. After weghing with der 
ſel; who could have pc ib! ,t uch a Trick upon 
her, ſhe ad» what her Mother had ſaid to her, 
and from thence concluded, it was her vw ho intet 
cepted the Letter, and had put it to iuch a Ute ; 
but notwithſtanding this Diſcovery, the was quite in 
the dark as to the rell of the Adventure. What 


could 
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could be the Deſign of ending the Letter to Defour- 
nam inſtead of Diva Why ſhould her Mother 
fall upon De iwal tor the Mecting, and he deny it 
ſo ftrenuouiſly ? Had the Cover of the Billet been 
preſerved, it would have unriddled the whole ; bat 
it was never re:d, Deftsurneaux having carcletsly 
throw it into the Fire, trom whence aroſe all the 
MvYerv, not to be unriddi-:!, and which fo much 
perp: 2x'd Mad:noiſelle d"Ellicux. Had the bead- 
ſtrong Thing given our Country Squire the Hear! ing, 
he would ſoon have cleared up the Point, and in- 
form'd her that the Letter was brought to him inftead 
of Dehio; but ſhe was too mpetuous, toc lively, 
and tog obſtinate to abandon her firit Notions, and 

conſider coolly upon any thing. A great deal of 
Wit, but little Judgment, is the Character of M2: 
mille d L. lieux, now Madame Deſtiwal. Howcver, 
Refentwent muſt not he indulged, never any Cood is 
to be expected from 1t. 

The Cantet, who overheard every Word, ſoon 
found out the Myſtery : Inſtead of being concern'd 
for her Behaviour to the unfortunate Deſtival, ſhe 
thought the whole Affair fo very diverting, when 
ſhe recolleRed all that had paſſed over Night and the 
Morning following, that ſhe ſeveral times burſt out 
into loud Fits of Laughter. De/ourneaux, who took 
it to himſelf, and imagin'd his Night-Adventure was 
only a Contrivance to ridicule him, reſented her 
Mirth, and role from his Seat, faying, the was very 
ill- manner'd to make a Jeſt of a Man of his Impor- 
tance. The leſs Merit a Man has, the more ſuſpici- 
ous he is of being lighted. This hufling Speech was 
ſo far from checking the Counteſs, that it only in- 
created her Mirth by being ſo ill timed. Madeni- 
felle d Elbieux, who was aftoniſh'd to hear her, bit 
her Lips for Vexaticn, thinking it was a Conſe— 
quence of the Trick ſhe had been play'd, reſolving 
to revenge herſelf the firſt Opportunity. 

In the mean time Deſtourneaux, whoſe Reſentment 
of the ill Uſage increaſed with it, began to think of 
convincing the Ceunteſi how much he was affronted, 


by 


the. 
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by alluring her it was the laſt Viiit he ever intended 
there. The Cœunteſe, naturally poiite, and beſides 
apprehenſive leſt D-/&urncaux in his Anger ſhould di- 
vuige the Adventure among the neigh wuring Gen— 
try, and prejudice her Daughter's Reputation, aſſur- 
ed him he was not concerned in the Aff al $ but, that 
ſe could not help being di erte at a 'I'rick ſhe had 
put upon her Daughter, and wherein he _ never 
been entangled, but by an unlucky Millake. he 
fierce Country Squire was appeas'd by this Aſſurance, 
which his Pride took for an Excuſe; he grew good 
humour'd, in order to pacity the Cæunteſ tor hs 
ſpiteful Reflexions, which ſhe could not forbcar re- 
proaching him withal. IIe told her, it was done on 
purpoſe as 4 Puniſhment for her being there, which 
he ditcover'/, as he aſſur'd her, notwithſtanding the 
tought hertelf fo well hid. The Counteſs believ'd 
what ſhe pleaſed, but her Daughter at laſt unra- 
vrel'd the whole Myitery by what the heard, and 
was no longer ſurpris'd at De/izval's peremptory 
bchaviour: This renewed her former Eſteem for 
him, and convinced her, that all ſhe had ſuſpected 
to have pai! ed between her Mother and Him was 
Pi rely imaginary z her Paſſion reviv'd, with a firm 
Reſolution of giving him the moit convincing Proots 
as ſoon as poſſible. | 

An Opportunity ſoon offer'd ; the Counte/s her- 
ſelf brought it about. She always had a Value for 


Mr. Deſi:val, and being ſenſible of the Injuſtice of 


her Behaviour to him, the thoug ht herſelf obliged to 
cknouled ge her Fault, in order to bring him to the 
Cattle again, and convince him of her Concern for 
what had pais'd. Deftival, who had retir'd with 
great Regret, was overjoy'd at the Pretence that 
was given him to return, without bringing his Ho- 
nour in (Queſtion, Accordingly, he came the next 
Day, and his ſhort Abſence only ſerv'd to render 
tim the more amiable, and redouble the Efteem he 
was in before the Rupture. 

The molt Inconſiderate have ſome Intervals of 
you Senſe. Mademai/elle d Elbieux behaved for a 
ew Days with ſo much Temper, that Deftiva! a 
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_ Addreſs to make her accept of his Propoſal to mar- 

ry her. The Counte/5, convinced of the Neceſſity of 
mar rying her Daughter, eſpecially after her late Sal- 
ly, and knowing how caſil „ in fuch Adventures a 
young Creature might be ruin'd paſt retrieving, was 
reſolved not to loſe ſo favourable an Opportunity ; 
herConſent obtained, the Nuptials were immediate- 
ly celebrated, and nothing could be happier than the 
firit few Days that followed. The Alteration in Na. 
demoijelle d"Elhieux for the better was aſtoniſhing. 
The Family bleſſed the Occaſion of fo happy a 
Change; but they were too precipitate in cheir Sen- 
timents; her Character was ſtill the ſame, and toon 
exerted itſelf wita its uſual Violence. 

They had not been married a Fortnight, when one 
Morning, as ſhe was getting up, ihe bid her Woman 
order the Coach to bs ready. Deli val, in his com- 
plaiſant Way, aſk'd her © if ſhe propose d to Se u- 
„ broad?” * No (ſaid ſhe very coldly) I deſign fur 
Dat, J am quite tired with the Country, Io 
© there 15 nothing new, and can bear it no longer.“ 

© You have too much Senſe (relied Dej/iwal very 
« nvldlv) “ to have taken fo ſudden a Reſolutior, 
© without conſulting your Mother and hearing he: 
Opinion“ Why ſurely! (cried the very haugh- 
« tily) * am ſuch an Intant, that I am obliged ta 
« afk her leave? 1 know of no ſuch Dependence, nor 
6 _ not be made a Slave to any o You ate 1; 
ry impertinent to talk to me in this manner: Su: 

c Iv, 1 the Scene is very extraordinary!“ © What I | 

4 (anſwer 'U DD: da Mun not intended As an 5: 

« front; vou are certainly your own Muitre!s, an“ 

* ſhould be ſorry to have given you the lea Occativr: 

« to think I would diſob lige vou; but, I ought 

put you in Mind, that one of vour Birth ſhould 

leave der Nein ſo very ab-uptly, and that — 

All your Reaſoning (cried the interrupting bin 

a a gin) js in Vain, 1 am determined to fe. out 1 

« meviateiy for Paris, and nobody ſhall prevent 
I here is but one Difficulty remains (coe 

9. val provok'd with his Wifc's Diſconrie) * 

„ii, where you can lodge when you come the”: 
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« You know we have no Houſe, nor as yet had time 
« to look out for one; beſides, we agreed not to 
« do any thing of that kind till next Winter 
« What is that to me? (replied the humourſome 
Creature with an Air of Diſdain :) Do you imagine 
« that will diſappoint my Journey ? As if I could be 
at a loſs fora Lodging in dear Paris Make your- 
« ſelf eaſy as to that Particular; I have contrived the 
whole Affair, and, Heaven be prais'd, don't want 
any one's Direction how to behave on ſuch an Oc- 
a 23 
A Neighbour coming it in, put an End to the Con- 
verſation. My. Deftival was going to reply, and 
that like a Huſband who was determin'd not to yield 
to ſuch Extravagances : : the Diſcourſe at firſt ran up- 
on indifferent Matters, when on a iudden, with- 
out the leaſt Connection with what had been ſaid, 
Madame Deftival aſk'd the Lady, what ihe thought 
of a Huſband who tyrannis“d over his Wife, and 
tawarted her in every thing ? Lhe Lady, ſurpris'd at 
uch a Queſtion, and gueſing ſomething was amiſs, 
eplied, “ that ſhe did not believe that any mar ried 
8 Man was ſo unreaſonable” — Woll then {cried 
Vadame Deftival looking ſcornfully at her Huſband), 
don t be any longer in ſuch a Miſtake, that Gen- 
tleman is one of the Number; I have a mind to ga 
to Paris, J aſk'd his Conſent in an obliging Manner, 
© even begg d it, and yet he is ſo cruel as to retu'e 
me; is not this playing the Tyrant over a Wife? 
Jam fo provok'd, as ſcarce to be myſelf.“ De/trva., 
« ha liitle expected ſuch a vile Forgery, and was now 
convinced be had married the wickedeſt Creature of 
wr Sec, tceing her work'd up to ſuch a Pitch ot Ex- 
ravagance, thought it moſt prudent to retire, and 
not give him{clt the Trouble of making any An- 
tier, He went dire&ly to the Corte/c, but with an 
Air of Trouble which the preſently; diſcover'd, and 
en quir'd what was the Occuion of it; he very rea- 
dily told her the whole Affair. After ſhrugging up 
her Shoulders, {he promis'd to take 1! oper Methods. 
De wal was very willing he ſhould ir in it rather 
Vol. II. | dug 
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than himſelf, and in order to avoid the Noiſe he fore. 
taw would enſue, he mounted a Horſe and went to 
Dinner about a League from thence, hoping at his 
Return to find his Wife in a better Humour, and 
poſſibly prevaiPd on to hear Reaſon. 

It was a difficult Taſk, or rather an Impoſſibility; 
the Counteſs her Mother was thanked very diidain- 
fully for her Advice, and told, ſhe was not Mitftref, 
© there, and that no Deterence was due to her.“ It 
was in vain to tell her Daughter, that to go without 
her Huſband's Conſent, or te leave him behind, 
was equally monſtrous : Her Anſwer full was, ſic 
did not marry to become a Slave, and that if other 
Women were ſuch Fools as to be led by the Note, 
it was not her Cale; that ſhe would ſhow „the 
Rights of a Wiie were not inferior to thoſe of a 
* Huſband, and that there was nothing wanting but 
to know as much.“ In fine, Words run high, it 
was to no Purpoſe to interpoſe, go ſhe would. A 
Servant who had brought her up, was fo indiſcreet 
as to blame her Conduct, and fay ſhe ought in Con- 
ſcience to obey her Huſband ; this was anſwered with 
bidding her begone; accordingly, her Wages were 
immediately paid, and, in ſpite of all Remonltrances, 
the was turn'd out of Doors. 

The other Servants, hearing the old Woman was 
diſcharged, who had brought her up from an Infant, 
concluded they muſt not delay executing what was 
ordered ; mining that if the Gowernante, after ſo 

many Years Service, found no Mercy, they could 
hope for none if they ſhow'd the leaſt Repugnance 
to her Commands: the Coachman, Who, by the 
C:unte/s's Direction, had not as yet put the IIorles to 
the Coach, hurried about it immedi: tely ; the Wait- 
ing- woman thought of nothing but packing up, 
and i in an Inſtant every thing was ready, 

Being informed of it, Andume Defttval threw her- 
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nacy, imagining this might not be the lat Freak, 
with which ſhe would try a worthy Gentleman's 
Patience. 

The Counteſt, thinking ſhe ought to acquaint Mr. 

Deſiival with what bad paſted, diſpatched one of her 

ervants with a Letter to him: he took Horſe imme- 
diately upon receiving it, much ſurpriſed to find his 
Wife was gone without him, and ſhould have men 
him fo little Regard as not to wait his Return: The 
Mother-in-Law was too ſenſibie of the Juitne(s of kis 
Reſentment, to make any Apology for ſuch infut- 
ferable Behaviour; on the contrary ſhe pitied him, 
and adviſed rather as a Friend than a Mother, that 
he ſhould take Poſt inſtantly, endeavour to overtake 
her at Night, and either prevail on her to kear Rea- 
ſon, or to act as the Occafion required, 

This Advice chim'd too well with his own Senti— 
ments, provok'd as he was, not to be followed; he 
ſent for Poſt-horſes, ani! came up with her in about 
four Hours: the was juſt enteriug a Village, when 
ſhe perceiv'd him following her, at a Time ihe littie 
expected it. 

The Interview was really comical. Me Di- 
val, who eaſily gueſſed he did not come after her fur 
nothing, reſolved on as vicked a Stratagem as could 
be invented ; ſhe mretenced not to know him, deſired 
he would go about his Pufinets, and, upon his aſ- 
ſuming an Air of Authority, tareaten'd him, that it 
he did not retire, and give her no farther Diſturbance, 
ſhe would dec!:re he came to offer Violence, and 
that ſhe would find means to be rid of him. 

Deſiival perceiv'd, that Things muſt come to an 
Extremity, it he proceeded any farther ; ſhe was 
under a Neceſſity of ſtopping in the Village, having 
tired the Horſes ſo much that it was impoſuble to 20 
on without baiting: he kept back till his Wite 
alighted at the Inn where ſhe was to dine, which ſhe 
had no ſooner done, but advancing to ent. r, he was 
topped at the Door, and aſk'd what he would have? 
Jan come to dine with my Wite (anſwered he in 
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« Paſſion;) I did not think a Man muft hav: 
« brought his Pedigree, (continued he with a Smile 
of Diſdain) „in order to gain Admittance here.” 

The Inn-keeper, who aſked Deſtival ſuch a ridicu- 
lous Queſlion, had juſt received his Inſtructions from 
the Wite : She had charged him not to ſuffer a Mad- 
man to come in, who was in Love with her, ard 
to outrageous as to fancy himſelf married to her, 
Were ever ſuch Artifices employ'd to get rid of a 
Huſband ? Such was the Temper of the Woman [ 
am ſpeaking of, and of whom I have ſuch juſt Rea- 
ſons to complain. 

As Madame Deſtival came in a handiome Coach 
and Six with ſuitable Attendaats, ſhe made no ſmall 
Figure ; it was natural enough for her Niſcowle to 
have it's defired Effet ; but as her Hulband came on 
a Poſt-horſe, and liv ad much in the Country, it will 
be eaſily imagined he made no great Appearance ci- 
ther in Clothes or any thing elſe. The Inn-! -kecper 
took the Lady's Part; her Equipage carried it, and 
Mr. Deftival was not regarded. 

The Brute, as moſt of his Profeſſion are, was net- 
= at the Anſwer mentioned above, and the more 

„fer that ſeveral who overheard it, had laugh'd 
_ heartily ; he anſwered with ſome Warmth, « that 
a Fevigree was not required for coming into his 
Inn, but that nevertheleſs he had no Room for 
Madmen, who fancied themielves married to Wo- 
© 1/29 they never ſaw befcre ; that he ſhould have 
no Entrance there, ſince his Deſign could be no 
© other than to inſult a Laly, who dil him the Eo: 
© novr to come to his Houſe; but that it he had the 
« Aſſurance to perſiſt in his Folly, he would let hin 
© fee he was Maiter there, and knew how to des! 
© with infolent Fellows and Madmen. 

Deſtidal was highly provoked at this Impe!- 
nence, and, lofing dall Patierce, drew his Sword er 
the Inn-kceper to force a Paige. The Hoe! 
baw?d for Help to the Servants, and in an Iritart. 
the whole Village was in n Uproar, Had De 4 
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been Orlando Furio/o himſelf, he muſt have yielded 
to the Superiority of Number. His Sword was fe- 
cured, and had not tne Curate interpoſed in the 
todipeed, the Inu-keeper had certainly 1 : 
him. The Clergyman, by his Preſence, put a 8 
to their Fury, and enquired what vas the + ws : 
Dejtiwval offered to ſpeak ; but the innkeeper, ſietce 
as a Cock on his own Dunghil, and whom the Cu- 
rate and the Peaſants reſpec. d for the Sake of his 
heady Stum, was very loud in his own ny es In 
fine, Defival was adjudged to be mail as a March 
Hare, every one depoſing ſomething to prove his 
Madneſe, and what was ſtill worſe the Cuizte would 
not hear any thing to the contrary; accordingly, he 
pronounced Sentence, that the MNadraan ſhould be 
lockcd up, an Information ta ken of the Ailault, and 
be CG: \daRted to the next Bailliwick, in order to be 
ſent to a Mad! iouſe, or del! dered to his R- Tations, te) 
be ſecured and prevented from the like Pranks for 
the 3 
Such was tne Decidon of the Curate and chief 
n of the Village, who unde ertocl to ſce it executed. 
was in vain ſor D-Ziva! to endeavour to clear lim- 
ſelf, the Clowns were all prejudiced againſt lim; 
mine Hot of the Lie Croſs had been attacked, 
which was Proof krong enough in their Judgment; 
1 all De/z: val could {11 IN hs Ov. n Defeuce \v 4 
<2d upon as the raving of a Mn diſtracted, who 
3 not to be laughed at, as thcy fad to Ons 
another, out of Humanity, but rather deſerved to be 
pitied, f 
All this while, Madame De/tivel ſtood laugh g 
very heartily, which ker Attend ants could not brock; 
one of them choſ:: aches to be turn'd away, than 
not reprote Fer for what had happest 0. She was 
a ö ovoked at hie mpercin ence, that ne {orbid bim 
er Sight, threatening, that if ever Kh dared to talk 
. her, ire would make him dearly repens his want 
of Reſpect. 
After this Act of Severity, ſhe paid the Inn-keeper 
13 well 


* 


le 
it 


pg . 
ny 
1 
A 
: 
U 3 R 
. 
* = 
"RF 4 
#5 . 
75 1 
YN 


198 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


well for his Trouble, and proceeded on hu fourney : 
inſtead of reflefting on her own baſe Carriage to fo 
worthy a Huſband as De/zval, ſhe diverted herfe!f 
v 1th it on the Road, and burſt into Fits of Laughter 
ice a Changeling, as often as ſhe conſidered the 
Aftoniſhmert he ruſt be in at her artful Manner cr 
getting rid of him. 

In the mean time the Servant, whom Madame De- 
Ficu had eifcardee, no fooner ſaw her go away, but 
Ee ran to te Cu rate 0 expoſtulate with him upon 


tie 1 of his Bech: viour in regard of a Gent! 
A v no was well kro. „ and vihoſe Wife 23 
C twink; mad, and had never been thought otherwite 
een before her Marriage, a 1 den acquainted } nim 
uit the Whale Affair. The reyman, Who was 
prjudiced, ſent him away, 5552 „ he had Keg 


Wich the Laty (which was true en ough) and ti.at ! 

ti 12 5:t her 2 Voeman of to o much Senſe and Dit. 
tin etdm to be priity of an Action, which if true, was 
derte ny ab- minable, he honcſt Servant, pro- 
o Ked at e u Prccesdinge, and aſtoniſhed to fre an 
innocent Perion ſo eatly oppreſifed, thouglit he could 
1.0t do better than return to the Cœuniſ, and acquaint 
ker with what had bappen'd : She was terribly af- 
£:Gcd at the News, and fet out tne next Morning as 
O06 i was light, to procure the ſuppos'd mad 

ans Reledte. 

The Curate was much ſurpris'd at this Viſit : he 
ropented, tho? heres & late, his own Cred julity 
and begg'd al thouſard 3 L 2 2rCOns. Ni. De/? [ 'wal, mol 
cut cf Gerer:' ofity v ther any. other Motive, hs 
what was paſtd: had it not been for fear of expoſing 


- Bo, 


b:irfe it to the Wo: 110, he would have carried Things 


very jar; but after thanking his Mother-1n-Law for 
ker Concern, he ſwore . would never ice her Daugh- 

ter more, er ſo muck as hear her mentioned. 
Vculd one iniae ine aſter ſo cruel a Prank, as has 
been juſt row related, hie could ever be fo unwiſe as 
to break his Word? Nevertheleſs, he did ſo. Ma- 
dome Deſlidal, who was at lat brought to a Senſe of 
the 
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the Folly ſhe had been guilty of, reſolved to uſe her 


utmoit Endeavours to obtain a Reconciliation : The 
greater Dithcuity, the greater her Eareilneſs, ac- 
cor ding to Cuſtom. She leit nothing uncone to com- 
* - pais it: She acknowledged her Fault, laid the Blame 
” on her own giddy Want of Experience, and in fine, 


ſhe em: loy e och Powe: fu! * le; ins, as procured her 


8 Pardon. Al. Diva received her without Re- 
* proach, aud, in lopes of e v lier by Mild- 
m neſs, bel.aved as it he never had any Occafion to 
_ complain of her Conduct; but he io 1 had Real 

Ton tO rep ent it. 

* T iizee ! onths after this ene w. Adee 
m Dy val proved with Child; the Cours. /s her Mod] er, 
[hi Kak of rojeyciar, was much conceraed ; be: Ki 
ed ble, after much Exreriente of her Daughters 
— Hatagur, that ſhe x out. infallibig take that Oppor- 
1 U. ay of to miontin: J not O11.) ler Lud: and, but all 
vas 


thoſe Who had the Fe Stortune to live under the lame 
ro- Rook. Nu. D: 1 C as . wh þ; ha T4 319 . ch \ 591 


en >) Che ne 

al fions, was trar f- orted with the News ; his Love and ＋ 
uld Tenderneſs redo:ble: Ovgnc ſo much Goouncts, 1 
Ant ſo Intle deſerved, to have been read wich the \ ex- k . 
at- ations that hung over him? 4 
Jas What the Cou2/s apprehended, came to paſs; as 1 
nad ſoon as her Dave: ter was certain of being will F 

Child, ſhe affected a thouſud Whims one 1 pon 14 

he another, which Ce was pleated to honou with the 2 | 
licy, Name of Longings, and, out oi Combhaſance, others I 
fore did the fame. Sometimes, ſne ela not bear the 2 

wh Sight of ſach a Servant, he muſt turn ou: The * 
ung DEX Minute ſhe would beat one of he NMiaids, which 
1ngs ne was obl! ged to take in good Part: Then ſhe fan- 
7 Wn cied ſomethi: ng that could only be gar at Pari, an 
gn Expreſs muſt "he diſpatched to fetch it; the tired 

by 22 body, from Morn: ng to Night; no one had a 

1278 oment's Ref, and yet Q ſurſt not complain. M.. 

Sg val was the frit to comply in every thing, and 
2 ar he ſet the Example, every one thought fit to follow. 
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There came one Day to the Caftle a Capuchin Friar, 
whote long veuerable Beurd drow the Reſpect of all 
the World; >:ſfides this Treat Quolincation, he was 2 
ring of Wir, and did not much reſemble the re#t of 

his Brethren ; People were univerſally fond of þ: 
Company; in a Word, the grea ich Goltp in the 
Neighbourhood, The Couuteſi, who kept an cx- 
ceedin ig good Table, an encellent Method of draw ing 
Comp a y in the Country, was 3c quenty rifieed Ly 
Reverend Father Raf/ac!; ne cine every Week, 
and then it was high Holiday 5 News viiikeout Erd, 
e underitood the Intereſt of Frince:, tals'd of War 
like a General, was a conſum nate Stetetman, em- 
belliſn'd his Stories with curious Particulatcs ;z in tne, 
he was a rare Country Companion, and tiovg)r by 
every one ſo very extraordmary, that ſooner or la:c 
e muſt certa: inly be a very great Man. 

ſhall not pretend to draw a Picture of this vene- 
tabs. e | erfon; all! ſhall ſay is, that his Face much 
r ſenbled a pale Meteor, ard that his Noſe for Barre 
„e and Shurpnels might Giſpute Precedency wich 
1 the Noles in 55 Olävenbe. 

Aab Deſtiva!, ho could not but be ſufficient'/ 
ecguainted With the Re rend Friar in ſo long 2 Tae, 
cel it amif. that Father Raphi f\,cula wear fo long 
a Teard; ſhe a 0 him very ſer:outly, if te intendcd 
1s wear it much longer? Ihe Capucbin, ſurpris'd a: 
tuls Queition, as well as the reſt of the Company, 
anſwered very Piouſix, that “ his Liie was ii tlie 
* Hands ry the. Lord. who alone had a Right to 
«« diipoſe of it. That is no Anfwer (replied 
Madame bees Du an Air of Uncaſineſs) I am 
talking of your Venera able Beard, and not of yous 
Death; I aſc you in plain Terms, whether you 
are not tired of wearmg it ſo many Years, and 
* whether you would not be glad, if any one were 
« {© charitable as to eaſe cou of it? 

The Capuch:n, who Was no Stranger to Madan? 
Deftival”s V agaries, trembled, as did all the Cem- 
pary, at ſuch a formidable Queſtion, as if what 

was 


®TIC- 
uch 


ht to 
>plied 
| am 
vous 
er YOU 
, and 


* 
Were 


aduuine 
Cem- 

F what 
was 


The Fortunaie Country Maid. 201 


was going to happen had been foreſeen : He an- 
ſver'd, “ that he hoped to preſerve it as long as he 
lived, and that he did not imagine any one would 
be ſo wickedly diſpoſed, as to make an Attempt 
on a Virgin Chin.” And why not? (replied 
Madame Deji:val) * beſides, where would be the 
great Harm done, if you ſhould loſe your long 
Beard? Would you be leſs what you are? No 
certainly, and I am ſurpriz'd a Man of your good 
Senſe ſhould ſet your Heart on fuch Trifles.” Fa- 
ther Raphael was mortified to hear her ſtill harping 
on his Beard. What the Lady had alledged, divert- 
ed the Company, eſpecially the younger Sort, who 
laugh'd immoderately ; but he thought himſelf a 
Man of too much Conſequence to be jeſted witk : 
notwithſtanding, he ſtifled his Reſentment; he only 
begg'd of Madame De/itval to change the Diſcourſe, 
and without waiting for her Anſwer, began a Story 
of Alexander the Great's Moderation in regard of the 
Wife of Darius But Madame Deſtival was not to be 
put off ſo; ſhe intercupted him, crying out, that 
« Alexander's Beard was far inferior to his, and that 
before any farther mention was made of him, het 
* the had propos'd concerning the long Beard mult 
be decided.” 

Father Raphael, who loved to hear himſelf talk. 
loſt all Patience at being interrupted on the core of 
his beloved Beard. In the Name of Cooduc te. 
„Madam (cried hie) let us hear ro more ou't, but 
permit me to proceed“ No, no (replied the 
mi. chie vous ZMadame D fidal wringing her Iinds) 
* you mutt grant me one Requeſl: You know I 


with Child, I long prodigiguſy, and, if I wm 
not immediately ſatisfied, i vow the Cluid 1 0 
v.ichal will be born with as long a Paard as your 
© oWN.? 


= 


This Concluſion was fo diverting as to ſet ti.“ 
Fable in a Roar, and made the poor Capuchin tluth 
up to the Ears: He was for riüng from his Clair, 
in order by his Retreat to ſhow how much he was 
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rovoked ; but thoſe, who ſate next him, prevented 
it by holding him down, and telling him, Ladies 
were allow'd to fay what they pleas'd, without giv- 
ing Offence. Mr. De/tival, who fate all this while 
upon "Thorns, nodded to him very obligingly, as 
much as to fav, You know her Humour, and ſhould 
not be offended. Father Raphael took. his Seat a- 
gain, hop: ng his Beard might ſtill remain a Beard, 
and that the Storm which threaten'd it would blow 
over. Wu make me no Anſwer (continued Ma- 
dame Deſtival, taking a malicious Pleaſure in tor- 
menting the good Father, and the more fo, for that 
in her late Quarrel with her Huſband, ſhe knew the 
Caęichin had been one of the firſt in adviſing him 
never to receive her again :) Can you be fo cruel 
(ſaid ſhe) © as to refute me, after what I mention'd ** 
lf it be only to handle my Beard (replied Father 
Rephael) „I am willing to indulge you fo far.” 
* You are exceeding good, dear Father (cried Ma- 
dame Deſtiwa, riſing from her Seaf with great Ala- 
city) „I have long'd this Hour for it prodigiouſly ; 
* your Complailance with my Deſires gives me new 
Life.“ 

[ can't ay whether the tickling Thoughts of be- 
ing kondied by a pretty Woman, made any Impreſ- 
ton, or not; bur this is certain, the Reverend Fa- 
ther reſumed Eis uſual Gayety, and preſented his 
Chin with no bad Grace: The Company, tranſ- 
ported with this humorens Scene, devour'd with all 
their Eyes boch the Phiſiognomy of the Capuchin, 
looking mig ty modeily on the fair Lady as ſhe 
drew rear, and her arch Countenance enliven'd with 
fvect Revenge. She was ro ſooner within Arm's 
bength, but ſhe ſeized the Beard as vigorouſly, as if 
the did not intend to quit her Held on a ſudden. 
O Lord! (cried the Caguchin ) « ſoftly, I be- 
« ſcech you, Madam; ye tear the Flair up by the 
« Poots : if you continue to make me gape ſo wide, 
« :}! the Owls about me will infallibly fly into my 
Mouch.“ 
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This Piece of Capuchin Wit made the Company 
very merry, though it was eaſily diſcerned to be 
ointed at the Laughers ; however, this Sarcaſm 
had ad this Effect, they no longer pitted him, but ap- 
plauded her that was bent upon making him blaſ- 
pheme. 

When Madame Deftival found herſelf in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the venerable Beard, with one Hand ſhe 
graſped as much as ſhe could hold, and with the 
other began to nip off the longeſt Hairs, and this 
with ſo much Expedition, that rather Raphael, who 
imagined his w hole Beard was going, cricd out bit- 
terly, and ſpringing up with all his Strength, threw 
Madame D: dal from him upon the Floor. Mr. 
De//ival, the Counteſs, every one ran to her Aſſiſt- 
ance, took her up, and enquir'd how ſhe found her- 
ſelf ? She cried and roar'd, proteſting ſhe ſhould ex- 
pire, and that nothing leſs than tearing off all the 
Beard could ſatisfy her for the cruci Treatment ihe 
had received. 

Father Rapl. :e finding himſelf diſengaged, and 
apprehending the Con ſeavences of her Brutality, 
ery prudently took to his Heels : any ore elſe would 
have done the fame, as it was certain! y the weſt 
Wav, and the only means to eſc ape tarther Miſchief. 
BM:dare Deftrval no ſooner perceived his Flight, but 
ſhe cried o out againſt her Huſband, reproac'.mp his 
want of Tendernes It was 1a vain for Ar. 95 
ti val to r he was ſorry for what had happeu'd, 
that he would make his Complaints to the bithop, 
an! ſhe aould be ampiy revenged; fill ſhe perſiſted 
in her Exclamations, ſwearing he was privy to what 
the Catch had done; ane Lewy wanted to have her 
S ware at any rate. D://ava!, aftoniſhel 


to hear her talk thus, expo Fi "ated with her on the 


Iwufſtice and Conſe guence of her Sui picions but 
ſne remained inſſexie; the vow'd nothing could 
ppeaſe he“, unleß ** waul! run after Father Na- 
pb, and b: ing nim back, or tear off his Beard 
air by Lair; that if he brought it, without leav- 
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ing any behind, ſhe would believe he had no Hand 
in what had paſſed. As defirous as Mr. Deftival 
was of obliging his Wife in the Cordition the was 
in, he could not prevail with himſelf to run after the 
Capuchin, and much leſs to propoſe pulling his Beard 
up by the Roots; it cou d not be expected, that, 
jealous as he ſeemed to be of that fatal Beard, he 
would never conſent to part with it for all the big- 
bellied Women in Chriſtendom. Mr. Deſli val con- 
cluded, that on ſuch a vexatious Occaſion it was belt 
to retire, which he did fighiag and complaining ot 
his unhappy Lot, which had ned him to ſuch a wick- 
ed Woman; he regrett:d his former moderate For- 
tune, and vow'd that if ever Heaven ſhall take pity 
of him, and ſet him once more at Liberty, he would 
never be ſo great a Fool, as to expoſe himſelf again 
to the like Misfortune. 

What at firſt ſeem'd only a comical Accident, and 
a matter of Mirth, had like to have prov'd of very 
bad Conſequence ; Mr. Deſti val being obliged to 
proſecute Father Raphacl, to ſatisfy his Wife, who 
inſiſted on having him puniſh'd, was very near be- 
ing caſt with Loſs of all he was worth. The Capu- 
Hint in every Quarter of the World made them- 
ſelves Parties concern'd ; all the Beards, not ever 
thoſe of the good old Nuns excepted, were in Com- 
motion, and appeor'd in the common Cauſe. Had 
not the Affair been amicably ad;u'el, Deftiva!l 
would have repented as long as he lived, the being 
an Accomplice in fo crimiral an Attempt, which 
was only pardoned in Conſideration of its being al- 
ledged, that his Wife was frantick and big with 
Ché, vinch was aanuited as an Atonement fir 
the Affront ofiered to the Ecards of the 
Body. 

Some Months after Ma. linie Diftival vos 
brought to bed of a Boy, who ncwertheleſs had no 
Beard. tho' the contrary hid been apprehended. Lier 
Hufband comforted! himſelf with this Preſent from 
Heaven, for all his paſt Troubles. He hoped ins 
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Wife would have more Senſe, now ſhe was become 
a Mother, and give him no farther Provocation to 
curſe himſelf and her: But he was {Ull miſtaken, he 
was not yet at the end of his Miſtry. 

She was no ſooner up, but nothing would ſerve 
her but being made a Marchione/;, colt what it would. 
She ſpoke about it to her Huſband, who repreſented 
to her very mildly, that as he had never been in the 
Army, and his Eſtate too ſmall for ſuch a Title, ſhe 
ought not to indulge ſuch ambitious Thoughts. Ma- 
demoijelle Deſiival took no ſuch Anſwer for current 
Coin ; ſhe replied, that Money would effect any 
taing ; that the brought for her Dowry large Sums, 
and ſeveral Eſtates in different Provinces ; that it was 
ouly felling all, and buying a Marquiſate ; in a Wore, 
that ſhe was bent upon it, and would ſooner dye, 
than not have her Will. 

This ftrange Whim was occaſion'd by a young 
Gentlewoman's lately marrying a Cgant in thoſe 
Parts, which gave her Precedency before Mademor- 
ſelle Deſtival; this giving Place was a cruel Morti- 
tication to her Pride, which ſuggeſted to her, that 
in order to ſurpaſs the Counte/:, ſhe muſt become 
Mirchic nes. Was not this Madneſs with a Ven- 
Se ce ? 

Mr. Deſti val acquainted her Mother with this 
Piece of Fo! * - ſhe agreed with the Huſband in 
condemning it, and re! ſolving to d 1 it. Ma- 
demo: lle ID Ai vl, upon he ing informed of tus, 
broke out of ail Bounds in order to ps her Hut- 
band to co.:icnt; but finding that it was all to no 
F Ur pOIC, ſhe ited her Reſentment, Bro contrive 
Scheme to revenge herſelf on her Huſband, Thich 


tad ended in hi : Deſtruction, it Fortune had rut 
amited him in 1. arrying the Blow. 


Dirertin.: - kis Cares one Day with Hunting, ke 
met with one of his Peaſants croling the Lorctt. 
Upon aſcing whither he was going? *'To carry a 
Letter to Town (anſwered the Clou n) from your 
Lady, which I am to put in the Poſt, without tel- 
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* ling any Body.” Mr. Deftival was ſurpris'd at this, 
and ſuſpected ſome Myftery in the Letter, into which 
he ought to examine. He aſk'd for the Letter, fully 
reſolved to take it by Force, if it was not ſurren- 
dered ; but the Simplicity of the Peaſant prevented 
his uſing Violence: There it is Sir, (anſwered 
he) © but beſure don't tell; ſhe gave me ſomething 
* to drink, provided 1 went wich the Letter and did 
not acquaint you.“ © Tl give you as much more 
(replied Deftival) „on Condition you don't let her 
« know that I have the Letter. Go to ſuch a Houſe 
&« to refreſh, and then return to the Village; if 
& you're aſk'd concerning your Errand, fay you have 
« done it. Take care not to divulge what I have 
« ſaid to you: If I find you are difcreet, and in- 
« form me when any thing of this Nature happens 
« again, [I'll remember you, and always give dou- 
<« ble what you have reccrved.” 

The Peaſant was well fatisted with his Mafler's 
Generoſity, who was as much beloved for his Good- 
neſs, as his Wife was deteſted for her Malice: This 
it was which procured him the Letters eaſily; ſo true 
it is, that the Eftcem we gain, often contributes 
to our Aſſiſtance, when we have no Reaſon to ex- 
pect it. 

Mr. Diſti val went aſide and open'd the Letter: 
dad he not Reaſon to tremble when he read as fol- 
lows ? 


Ardon, my Lord, the Liberty an alarmed Wiman 
takes, in difturbing your precious er 2 *. fer the 
Sake of a b:lowed Sp3r:ſo. I am j 7 Auto 1%. ar 
Mr. Deſtival, Vat Hujband who is S #6 {ru 5 denr to ., 


3s on the Point As "1 wing the Kingdom, oa Account of a 
00. 7 Carr a ble Em oy? nt. W bt: 5 's ey 97 N 62 A 2 bas 
accepted of. The 1 yen vill be pleaſed to inter} vu. 
Authority, in erder to " exert @ ME Fr; I can Aer 
ur vi ve. One Mord of yours, my Lord, 29. r. Her: me 
to Life. I am per/e ad: Nate %% not rind. i Fa- 


Lour, as well as to believe me teh reftcet,” èxc. 
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Deſtival concluded from this Letter, that his 
Wife's Deſign was to have him ſecured, to revenge 
herſelf for his not complyiag to make her a Mar- 
chiozeſs; and then during his Confinement, to try 
all Methods of compaſſing her Deſign : he thought 
it ſo baſe an Action, that he came to a Reſolution 
once for all; to this Purpoſe he took Pott next Day, 
without acquainting any oue, and waited on the Mi- 
niſter of State to prevent Miſchief, in Cale ſhe ſhould 
take another Opportunity of writing to him ; he laid 
open his Grievances, begg'd his Protection, and af- 
ter convincing him of his Deteſtation of all ſuch Pro- 
jects, he ſued for a Separation in the Parliament, 
and obtained it upon producing the Letter; in a 
Word, he carried his Point: but, ax: he had been 
too eaſy in the Marriage Articles by acknowledging 
a larger Dowry than he really received, to gi.e the 
Match + greater Air in the Family, for which the 
Counte/+ had Reaſons, and : all che Relations on the 
Father's Side thought themie!ves obliged to ſup— 
port Madame Deftival v.ith their Intereſt, ſhe in her 
Turn ſued for a Separation of Eſtates real and per- 
ſonal, alledging that her Huſband was a Gamefter 
and a Spendthrift, and ould ſquander away what 
beloaged to her and her Son: to fiy no more, In- 
tereſt carried it, Ar. Deftival was cat, and obliged 
to reſund all he had reccived at Marriage, and to 
give up his on Ellate, to make an End: of the 
Affair. He put ihe beit Face cut he could, ob- 
tain'd a Poſt, chuſing rather to hve on his Salary, 
than cohabit with a Woman, u ho, after 1:ch Be- 
haviour, might oner or later come to Extremi- 
ties wich him, Khon the thought herſelf aggriev'd, 
Wliich Was not ſeldom. 

My Mother concluded . au d Z/ticux's Hiſ- 
tory at this EN let, which I was the more inclin- 
ed to believe as I had a very bad Opinion of her: 
Prejudice made me credulous, as is uſual in ſuch 
Cates. 

The Satie faction I enjoy'd once again in my 
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Mother's Converſation, was too ſenſible not to be 
33 as much as pothble 3 in order to this, 
I put her again upon the Subject of the Lord cf 
their Village: as A r her with an Occa- 
ſion of expoſing him, no Topick could be more 
agreeable: I had before diſcovered in her an A- 
verſion to him, and was curious to know the Rea- 
ſon ; ſhe declared it without any Manner of Heſi- 
tation. The Adventure is too comical, to be o- 
mitted; if it ſhould diſpleaſe ſome Readers, it can- 
not fail of diverting others; it is fit every one 
ſhould find ſomething to their Taſte ; neither can 
the Mind always reliſh a Subject of too ſerious a 
Nature. | 

M.. Gripart fell in Love with my Siſter, whom 
Colin had married, and who at that Time lived 
wih her Huſband in my Father's Houſe : he ſent 
for my Father, and with a View of procuring him- 
ſelf Admittance into his Houſe, enquir'd if he 
would undertake the Care of the Caſtle-Gardens, 
as he had formerly done, when they belong'd to 
the Counre/s of N. my Godmother. My Father, 
who knew that Employment to be more advantage- 
ous than labouring in the Foreſt, and who had quit- 
ted it betore on no other Account, than fer want 
of an Opportunity of purſuing it, caſily agreed 
with the new Lord, and began the next Day to 
carry his Tocls: from that Time, he daily reo ired 
thther at Five in the Morning, and continued til 
Lig cht o'clock ac Nig kt. 

As ſoon a5 Nr. Gr. fart had thus tec cured 7% 
B. who was not to be jetted with in Point of 1o- 
ncur, he began his Viiits to my Father's Houſe 
under various Pretents. At firſt his Deſigns were 
not ſuſpected; he tiled invifftercnty vath Mother 
and Daughter;  inſerfibly,  howerer, he betrayed 
himſelf, and; as Lord of the Viilage, began io 
be more free than Was be domin, 13th Celiu's „Lite. 
As ſhe was truly v.ictuous, and perceived Dis II. 
tentions were to induce ker to prove 1 ful 
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to her Huſhand, ſhe anſwered him with Jifiain, 
and poſitively declared, that if he ſhould ever pre- 
ſume to renew his Solicitations, ſhe would com- 
Plain to her Huſband and the Curate. Grip t, 
who was a mere Coward, promis'd to behave him- 
ſelf with more Diſcretion for the future, and begg'd 
that ſhe wou! Id rot betray him; but he Kas too 
much enamour'd, and tog fooliſh to kee 5 tis Word. 
Le contrived a Scheme o compuis his Deſigns with 
out expoſing himſelt, the Succeis of which did not an- 
{ver his Hopes. 

Once a Week Calis went to a ſmall Town, th. 
Nane of which I cannot at preſent recollect, to ſeil 


| „rn: he uſually was abſent two Davs, ar.d re- 
ti: i on the third. Mo»/icur Grifart thought 
th favouray'e Oppe rtunity for executing ins 


De, Which he attempted in the following Man- 


n ite Evening after Colin wer ſet out, he ſent a 
Pcaſs:.c-to my Siiter, in her Huiband's Name, to 
aeſuc her to come to a Farm-houte immediately, a- 
bout two Leagues from the Town he eſigned for, 
wher-: be was 0! vliged o fray, having been Jet Blood 
on Ac-cunt of a Fall me Lad from his W ag gon, and 
that ſhe muſt go ich the Corn; and fell it for him. 
No ſconer did ti is ill News reach my Sitter, but 
ſhe initantly toc: iTorſe, in Company with th⸗ Nleſ- 
ſenger, who was a Ne brib'd by Grifert to 
decoy her. 

It had been dark about two Hours, when ſhe 
reached the llace where Cart u as waiting. This 
Farm-houſe was nothing but a paltry Inn, where 
Waggoners uicd often to bit, 2nd had but one 
ſe uae Chimter, which Critart 1:4 taken up: he 
was diſguiſsd like a I'caiant, that, in caſe of a Dit- 

appointment he might abe undidtorered. He 
invented a Story to the Minrei of the Tu, who 
Was ro Wir: than ſhe ut hs, that kis Wie's 
Conduct bad tcen for ſome time very ſuſpicious; 
that, being un illing to believe common Report, 
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leſt it might be only the Effet of People's Ma- 
lice, he was refolv'd to put her to the Tryal, and 
in that View had pretended to go a Journey, in 
order to leave her at her own Diſpoſal, and had 
now ſent for her as from a Gallant, who had 
been named to him. Now, ſays Gripart to the 
Hoſteſs, if ſhe comes, it will be a Proof of her 
Infidelity to me, and if ſhe refuſes, I know what 
to ſay when People come with the like Stories a- 
aiv. 

The Hoſteſs approved mightily of his Stratagem; 
and upon his acquainting her, that if his Wile 
came, and he ſhould diicover himſelf, as he pro- 
pos'd to do, ſhe might potibly cry out for fear of 
being beat, wv kich he aſſured her was not his Defien ; 
the good Weman Promiſed. that neither ſhe nor her 
Daughter would meudle or make; that ſne knew 
very well, that between the Bark and the Tree 
one muſt not thruit one's Finger ; he might there- 
fore make himſeif eaſy, happen what would, ſhe 
was not againit his bringing his Wite back to her 
Duty. 

Thefe Precautions being taken, Gripart thought 
the Time long till my Siſter came. He did not 
doubt the Succeſs of his Deſign; but forgot that 
Heaven does not favour Wickedneſs, often ſending 
Ditappointments, not to be foreſcen nor prevented. 
We have here a convincing Proof of it, which gave 
a very different Turn to the Affair, than what was 
expected. 

Calin ſtopp'd to refreſh at an Alchouſe ſome Di- 


ſtance from the Town, and there met with the 


Commiſſ.ries employed in furnithiag a Magazine - 


for the Army. As they are always upon the 
Watch for the Corn-Waggons in order to get bet- 
ter Pennyworths, they propoſed making a Bargain 
with Calin for his Wheat, and fave him going into 
the Town. Calin, who was w: ing to dlipatch his 
Buſineſs, told them, that at the Market Price it 
ſhould be a Bargain. The Corn appeared ſo good, 
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that the Commillaries after ſtanding a little, agreed 
to give him his Price, paid down the Money, and 
the Wheat was unloaded on the Spot, where they 
kept their I Magazine; after drinking together, Co- 
lin inſtead of going any farther, recurned home- 
wards, deſigning to bait by i the Way, and lo travel 
all Night, that he might reach his own Villa ive the 
next Morning. 

The Fellow who drove the Waggon, told him the 
Horſes were fo tired, that chey muit Lait at the next 
Inn; this was the Houſe where Gripart waited tor 
my Siſter. Colin, who wa, perſuaded of the Necel(- 
ſit; for it, gave lus Conſent. 

ri art, who counted every Minute tin my Siler 
came, and heard the Herſes d fav... Fur the Wingw 
again when ie found himicli miitaben. As hi, Lead 
run on nothing but Gallantry, he did rot obſerve that 
the Horſes were taken from che Waggon, and put 
into the Stable; from whence he might have con- 
cluded, that the Men were in the Houle, and poſſibly 
might be a Hindrance to his P.oject. 

In the nican Time, my Siller, whoſe Uneaſineſs 
was very great, and Who imacined the Wi. tlenger 
concealed the Danger her Huſband was in, made all 
poſſible Haſte to come to 11 m. Clin and is Man were 
drinking by th e Fue- ide u hen the entered the Inn ; 
he was turpriz'd to fre her. But ſhe, expeGing to 
find him there, threw her 1. about tis Neck: „How 
do you find youriel? (aid the) you oupht to keep 
% your Bed after tuck a Vall, and not lit drinking 
«6 here. ”” 

Calin ſtared at this, got comprehending what flie 
meant; Faith, Wie, (wid he) I am as much ſur- 
* priz'd at what you tay, as at ſceing you here : 
What has bro uglit you hither ? M hat do you mean 
by the Fall you talk of ? “ Nay, na ay (cried my 
Filler) * this is a fine jelt WW Wis why, do you 
imagine I oniy Aren nit of your Fall fiom the 
1 Weg gon, ard that you was very much bruiſed, 
and tent tor me hither P It's well 2 Bibart the 
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«« Vine-drefſer, who came for me in your Name, is 
here, and” —— My Sitter, who thought nothing 
leſs than that the Meſſenger was at her Elbow, was 
going to call him for a Witneſs, and look'd about 
tor him; out my Gentleman, upon perceiving the 
Huſband, cafily guets'd, he might poſſibly make 
but a bad Market there, and very filently made 
OX, to take care of one. Calin, as much a Clown 
as he was, judged there waz fome Mvſtery at the 
Bottom of all this; he tool: his Wife ade, to 
make ne Diſcovery: but ihe knew no more than 
her Iuſband, and coi! y inform him what had 
brought her there, alt 12g him ſhe had no other 
Deſign ; and, az to ay Thing elſe, was as ignorant 
as himſelf. 

My Sitter was handſome, Colin fond of her, and 
a little jealous; he could not be ſatisfied. There 
muſt be ſome Snake in the Graſs, ſaid he to his 
Wife; all this Contrivance was never intended for 
nothing: Fake no Notice, but fit down there; I'll 
go drink with our Man, as if I did not know you: 
Nobody has f-en us diſcourſe together, but Neigh- 
bour P:Cart, who can make no Diſcoveries ; - ſo, mum 
is your Cue, the Murder will ont. Colin was no 
Foo! ; his Plot ſacceeded. 

Gripart, Who was fallen afleep in waiting for my 
Siſter, never heard her arrive; his Un ccnſineſs made 
him wake, and 109'; out of Window : Bat all bein 
quiet, and finding by his Watch it crew late, he be- 
gan to think my diſter had not err the Bait, 
and that he mult take his Labour for his Pains. Be 
that as it will, he reſolved to go to Bed, being tired 
v'ith wat ting to no Purpoſe, aud called to have his 
led malle ready. The Maid, who had been aſleep 
in a Chair, heating the Noiſe, went threach the 
Rocm where my Siſter was, to know what Cr: Pari t 
wanted. Is nobody come? (cried he) you know 
who I wait for.“ Yes, ves (: \iniver'd the Maid) 
our Miſtreſs has told the Hoſtler and me privately, 
and has inftrated me how to behave :* I can't tell 
ter 
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© for certain whether the Woman below is the Per- 
* ſon, but ſhe is all alone, though there are Wag go- 
ners drinking in anouer Corner.” * Is ſhe hand- 
„ ſome? (replied Grifart, very -earerly ;) Did ſhe 
«© come on Horſeback with a Peatant 7” The Maid 
having anſwer'd theſe (Queſtions in the Aſfirmative, 
Gripart bid ker go down and ſend the Woman up, 
but without any Light. It thall be done (replied 
the Maid) but, don't be too ſevere, all is not 
* Gotpel which every one ſays.” Gr:part, whoſe 
Impatience was work d up to the higheſt Pitch, pro- 
miſed to behave like 2 tender Huſband. The Maid 
commended his Moderation, and went to acquaint 
my Siſler in her Ear to go up, and that the Perſon 
ſhe knew of, was above. 

My Siſter, who had agreed with her Huſhan:! to 
take any Hint that was given her, tipp'd him the 
Wink, and jio:lox'd the Mazd. Coin, as ſoon as he 
thought her at the Top of the Stairs, took a Light 
aud followed her, accompanied by his Man, each 

f them arm'd iin a good Cudgel. Gripart, who 
imagine at himielf on the Point of gratifying his Paſ- 
ſion, and fic 2d with open Arms to receive his den 
Adorable, ſcream' c out at the Sight of her Huſband, 
and endeav oured to make his Elcape. Clin, who 
knew him notwithitunding his Diſguiſe, but took 
care not to diſcover it, together with his Man, * 
labour'd him very he: Holy, pretending to take him 
for one of their E. qual), and 8 crying out. What, Mr. 
Chwnr, i; this your Way of keeping the Comman- 
ments : it was in vain tor G i hart to ue tor Mercy 
on his Knees, he was rib-: -outed acc o- ting to his 
Merits, nor did they deſiſt, til they thought they had 
left him for dead. 

This was the Account my Mother gave me of the 
Lord of their Village. She added, that this Adven- 
ture had done him ſome Good, and that he behaved 
ſince that Time with more Moderation. Nowith- 
ſtanding every one is on their Guard; and it was upoa 
Account of his Curioſity concerning you, faid ſhe, 
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that I have given you this Character. I thank ed my 
Mother for her good Advi ice, and reſolved to folly 
it, that I might avoid giving a Man, I already knew 
but too well, any Opportunity of torm- ntit g me 
afreſh : I had Vexations enough, not to ſeek new 
ones; and could not behave with too much Caution: 
The very Thoughts of the old Marguy; made me 
tremble, and any one will believe it was not without 
Reaſon. 

The next Day I receiv'd the Goods which Ni- 
court {ent me; and in the Evening an Expreſs arriv'd 
from him, to caution me to be on my Guard, and to 
fee as little Company as poflibſe. He inform d me, 
the Marqueſs was outrageous on the Receipt of my 
Letter; that! he had diipatched ſo many People after 
me, as muſt certainly find me out, and then he 
would moke me! -pent the | Rte Regard I had ſhown 
him, after what 5 * had done for me. Meliccurt 
added, that the old M. yah had endeavour'd to 
win him, and learn from: him where I was; that 
urleſs we had contrived a Letter written to himſelf, 
and in the ſame Nature with that to the old Noble- 
man, he declar'd he ſhould hate been much per- 
plex'd; he was even obliged to diſſemble, and con- 
demn my Conduct, to avoid being ſuſpected; that 
th Feint had gain'd his Conſidence; he ſeemed in- 
cliu'd, according to what he added, to write to his 
Son in order to find me out, imagining he muſt be 
privy to my Deſigns, and the Obſtacle to his Hap- 
pineſs, 

As to the Toilette, he informed me, that the 
Maręgugſi, notwithſtanding his Anger, was con- 
cern'd I had not taken it with me, ſaying, he 
was very unhappy to be ſo little known to me: 
that he would not hear of felling my Effects, to 
make up the Money he had beſtow ed on me, and 
added, that fince it was not poſſible for him to 
learn where I was, and to ſend them to me, he 
would order them to be ſecured for me. 


In 
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In a Word, from what M.liceurt wrote, it was 
eaſy for me to conclude, that the old BMargue/s's 
Quarrel was only grounded on' my giving him the 
Slip, and that his Paſſion vas ſtill the fame: this 
gave me great Uneaſiueſ,; it was a contiderable Rub 
in my Way. 

Nevertheleſs, the little Furniture which came, 
made no ſmall Noiſe ia the Village, and were 
thought much more conſiderable than they really 
deſerve. It conſiſted of Plate, Clothes, Linnen, and 
other Moveables in an elegant Taite, and which 
had an Air of Grandeur. My Father and Mother 
could not expreſs their Admiration; and my Aunt, 
who valued herſolf on the Honour ſhe imagined there 
was in belonging to me, told the Neighbours, when 
they were talking of theſe Things, that this was no- 
thing to what I hau at Parts. 

Barbara, of wk':m I enquired from time to time 
what People ſaid of me, very ſincerely told me, that 
talking one Evening with my Mother about me, 
ſhe faid, the more ſhe faw me, the more ſhe thought 
me like that Daughter I had heard mentioned, of 
whom they could learn no Tidings ; bat, that I ne- 
ver reſembled} her fo well as when I was undrefs'd ; 
and that upon my Father's ſaying there was a re- 
mote Likeneſs, but far from what ſhe pretended, 
my Mother had replied, ſhe would convince him, 
by bringing him into my Chamber before I was up, 
or when in a Night-cap, as I often was on Account 


of the Heart. 


I reſolved to make a right Uſe of this Hint, and 
dreſs every Morning, as I us'd to do at Paris, that 
by theſe Means I might be more unlike myſelt, 
and diſſipate ſuch Notions, leſt they ſhould gather 
Strength, and make too deep an Impreſſion. Though 
I never had uſed Paint before, I employed ſome 
Red, to diminith a little of my Palenels, or Com- 

plexion, 
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plexion, call it which you pleaſe, which brought me 
too near that fatal Likeneſs : this U pedient had its 
defired Effect; in four Days the Reſorablancs which 
had given me fo much Uncafneh, was entirely for- 


got. 


The Sunday following I went to Maſs : Barbara 
had acquainted me that every one would be there, 
and that as I did not ſtir ont, all the Neighbour; 
who had keard of me, would certainly be at Church, 
to ſee me, ard know whether I really deterved all 
that had been fait of me. 

Could I have diſpenſed with myſelf from h-ar- 
ing Maſ;, I ſhould have certainly done it; I ap- 
prenended the Effects cf Chance, and not with⸗ 
out Reaſon, as the Reader may remember. I h: d 
laid it don as a Rule, to take fo much Care, and, 
ont of © ferming Modeſty, to cover. my Face fo 
mach, that : was impoſh! ble to have a full View of 
me; beiides, I put on a rich Gown, for the finer 
my Dr:cfs, the leſs I was liable to be ſuſpected, in 
caſe any one ould take tuch Notions into their 
Hcad. 

What Barbara had forctold, was fully accom- 
pliſacd; the Church was crouded not only with the 
Pariſnioners, but likewi with a great Number of 
I vert us to the Benches for the Wo- 
men, which immediately were left cut of Reſpect H- 
thoſe who were already there; I would not ſuc 
tis, hut obliged chem to take their Places. This 
Pohavicur, which was certainly right in me, drew 
the Regard? and Praiics of many; and I could 
hear them ſay, that I was no leſs courteous than 
fir. What cannot Prejudice eſiect! ſhail the Diffe- 
ronc? : of Dreſ, make an Alteration in Point of Mc- 
rit and Eſteem ? 


* 
Strangers. 


Maſs was going to begin, and I was on my 
Knees to hear it and ſay my Pravers, when Aa 


Church- warden came in M. Cripart's Name to invite 


me to lis Chapel, and tell me, be would not ſuffer 
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me to be ſa inconveniently placed. My Anſwer was, 
that my Situation was very well, and I was obliged 
to him for his Civility, but ſhould ſtay there. This 
modeſt Refuſal gain'd me ſtill more Praiſes, which 
put me to the Bluſh. 

[ was in hopes to have remain'd unmoleſted after 
this firſt Embaſſy from Mr. Gripart, which had no- 
thing extraordinary in it; ſeeing a Woman well 
dreſsd in the Crowd, it was natural for him to take 
ſuch an Opportunity of ſhowing his Breeding ; but 
imagining my Refuſal proceeded from his not com- 
ing in Perſon, he approach'd to make his Excuſes, 
preſented his Hand, and proteſted, that if I perſiſted 
in refuſing to comply with his Requeſt, he, Lord as 
he was (which he took care to make me hear) would 
kneel down on the Pavement by me. 

The Murmur which enſued, made me judge that, 
to put an End to it, I ought to comply; I roſe and 
follow'd him into his Chapel, where I heard Maſs, 
without making any Anſwer to the fine Things he 
laid from time to time. 

He acquitted himſelf very politely, as one ma 
imagine, in doing the Honours of the Place; the 
Beadle was reprimanded for offering the bleſt Bread 
firſt to him, and was told, that when Ladies of my 
Quality were preſent, the Compliment muſt be paid 
o them; I receiv'd it with Reſerve from his Hands, 
and made a ſhort Acknowledgement. ' 

When Maſs was done, the gallant Mr. Cripart 
offer d his Coach to wy me home; but I deſir'd to 
be excus' d. As it was but a Step to my Father's, it 
would have been ridiculous not to have gone on 
root. * At leaſt (ſaid he) you will do me the Ho- 
' nour to ſee the Caſtle: the Gardens are well laid 
out; your Landlord was the Contriver : the Girls 
of the Village dance in the Avenue, and may afford 
ou ſome Amuſement.” I thank'd him very civilly 
or his obliging Propoſal, and told him, that except 
Church, I went no where,” The Curate, who 
jn'd us while we were talking, occaſion'd Gripart's 
getting into his Coach and driving off: I gueſſed 
tere was ſome Miſunderſtanding between them, and 
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ſo it prov'd ; the Adventure I mention'd, created 2 
Shyneſs; it had reach'd the Curate's Ears, whoſe 
Vigilance and ſtrict Diſcipline made him obſerve 
very little Ceremony with nis Betters, when their 
Morals threaten'd the Welfare of his Flock. It were 
to be wiſh'd all the Cloth behav'd like him, it would 
be a Check upon the great one:; Virtue ever creates 
Reſpect and Awe. 


My Father and Mother, who, as I have ſaid, valued 


themſelves in having me for a Lodger, were ſtanding 
by me when the Curate approach'd; he paid his 
Compliments to me, and ſaid, he was much edihcd 
with my Behaviour in Time of divine Service ; that 
he had been inform'd of it, and thought himſelf happy 
in the Acquiſition of ſo pious a Pariſhioner. I an- 
ſwer'd in a polite Manner, little thinking what wes 
to follow. He invited me, with an eaſy Air which 
was not diſpleaſing, to dine with him in Company 
with my Landlord and Landlady ; telling me, in or- 
der to p.cvail, that his Niece defired ſo much to be 
acquaiated with me upon hearing of my way of Life, 
that ihe would give him no Reſt till he had effected it. 
My Father and Mother, who were doubtleis in the 
Plot, feconded his Requeſt; and he behav'd ſo hand- 
ſomely, that notwithſtanding my former Reſolutions, 
| was obliged to comply. The Curate app-ar'd 
highly ſatisßed, and the more fo, as I had refuſed 
the fate Frvour to the Lord of the Manor: We ar- 
riv'd at his Houſe, talking of indifferent Matters; his 
Niece, who was about twenty-five, and rather agree- 
able than handſome, receiv'd me with a very eng1”- 
ing Pciitenefs. 

The Curate, the ſame Perſon who was ment;on'!) 
in the Beginning of theſe Memoirs, had Parts, and 
was weil enough educated ; but, his Curioſity wis 
more than feminine. I was ſcarce arrived at the 
Village. when he tried all poſſible Methods of &+ 

covering who I was. Barbara nnderwent a rigen, 
Examination, but he lot is Labour. I had given 
her a Caution, and expreis'd myliclt fo poßtn Art 
with Threats of parting if ever ſhe was guiity of the 
leaſt Indiſcretion of that kind, that ſhe could not be 
pre- 
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revail'd on by any Means to betray her Truſt. The 
leſs Light the Curate could gain in my Affairs, the 
more eager he was in his "©. it was in this View 
ſure enough that he invited me, as I eaſily diſcover'd 
at the end of Dinner, 

It muſt be allow'd he was very artful in his Inqui- 
ries. * I knew formerly, Madam, (aid he to me 
after diſcourſing on indifferent Subjects) © one Mr. 4? 
* Mainwille, a Man of Diſtinction in the Sea-Scrvice, 
and famous for his Exploits: he is but lately dead: 
© as I have heard, he married a beautiful Wife, and 
* your Name agrecing with his, I have often W : 
you may poſſibly be his W dow.” Sav1: 1g this, th 
Curate waited my Anſwer, expecting 12 Foul give 
him ſome Light into my His tory ; but 1 M 25 25 Cun- 
ning as he ; I took the Thing My Antwer was, 
„ That I aſt'd it as a Favour that he would never 
mention to me a Spouſe whole Memory, * hen 
reviv'd, always threw me into a Fit of Melan- 
* choly, which often laſted for three Months, ma- 
ing me inſupportable to my ſclf and eve: I one. < elie; 
« that the Apprehenſfion of ſach Diſcourſe made me 
lire retir'd from the World; that l Was ſenſible of 
i my Folly, but could not conquer it.” 

This agreed fo well with what my Aunt had ſail, 
when ſhe was queſtion'd about me, that the Curate 
was forry for his Indiſcretion, and made me many 
Apologies ; he endearour'd to _— the Diſcourſe, 
but I appear'd ſo dejected, and play'd the forrowtu! 
Widow ſo much to the Life, that he was heartily 
vexed at his having diſturb'd the chearful Gayety I 
was in before. It was abſclutely neceſſary 1 fliould 
behave in this Manner, otherwiſe | muſt every Day 
have expected to be expoſed to Queſtions that were 
not cafily anſwer'd. My Reply had ſo good an Ef- 
ect, and was fo univerſally ſpread abroad, that no 
farther Inquiry was made about me. The firſt letting 
out in the World is all, and determines every t..ing. 

We were riſing from Table, when my old Ad- 
mirer Colin and his Wife came in. They ha! not as 
yet ſeen me, though they came every Day to my 
Father's; as I had from the Beginning declar'd 
K azaunlt 
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againſt ſecing any Company, my Father nor Mother 
had not pretum'd to introduce them, tho” they were 
defirous to comply with my Sifter's Earneſtneſs to 
ſee me, which was very great : This Opportunity of 
my dining with the Curate was not neglected; as 
they were intimate with him, under Pretence of a 
Viſit, they ſatisfied their Curiofity. My Sitter [ 
thought very handſome, though a little Sun- burnt. 
Calin put me to the Bluſh, for, after looking earneſtly 
at me, he cried out very bluntly, * He had ſeen me 
before, and that he was acquainted with my Fea- 
* turcs.” * That may be,” ſaid I very gravely. So 
laconick an Anſwer, with my ſerious Air, demoliſh'd 
poor Clin: and had not a Glaſs or two of Wine 
made him find his Tongue again, we ſhould have 
hcard no more of him. A Tone of Voice, a ſingle 
Word, dathes the molt familiar. I was pretty good 
at this. 

The laſt Peal for Whiſpers having rung, I roſe 
and took Leave of the Curate, thanking him for his 
Civilities ; he propos'd my returning after Church. 
and that they would think of ſome Amuſement. |! 
told him I had Letters to write, and could not poſt. 
bly accept ot the Honour. He found it was not fo 
eaſy a Matter to govern me as he had imagin'd, and 
gave over all Ihoughts of becoming my Confden:. 
When we chanced to mcet, I behav'd with gregt 
Politeneſs, but that was all. 

Next Day his Niece return'd my Viſit : As ſhe 
ſeem'd much upon the reſerve and very diſcreet, | 
received her very courteoully. Soon after, I invites 
her and her Uncle to Dinner; thus being out ct 
their Debt, 1 eluded under various Pretexts, ay 
further Meetings. Twas evident 1 did not care. tor 
Company : my Way of Life, as well as my Perſon, 
Was no longer a Novelty ; in a ſhort Time, my Name 
was never mentioned. 

{ had been near a Month at my Father's without 
"erg of the Marqueſs; this had thrown me into 
an Uneaſimeſs which was frequently attended with 
Tears, when one Morning my Mother acquainted 


me, that a Man 16% alighted from Horſeback 8 
fre: 
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fired to ſpeak with me, ſaying he had Letters to 
deliver. I ſhook at hearing "this, concluding he 
came from my Lover; my Heart told me I was 
not miſtaken : I defired he might be brought to me, 
and retired to a Cloſet next the Garden, in order not 
to be interrupted, but to be at liberty to talk with 
the Courier, in cafe he ſhould have any thing to ſay. 
He 1mmediately entered ; ſeeing it was not Dugi, 
as I expected. I received his Packet without obſerving 
any thing particular but a large Plaiſter on his Fore- 
head, which, as it was no very agreeable Sighr, 
made me look another Way. ** You may go and 
« reſt yourſelf at the Alehouſe (ſaid I to the Man, 
giving him a Crown) “ and I'll (end for you when 
there is Occafion. I believe it unneceſſary (added I) 
« to caution you againſt ſaying any thing; the Per- 
« fon you come from, to be ſure, has inſtructed you 
% how to behave.” The Courier only made a Bow, 
and retired. | 

I open'd the Packet, the Moment he left me; 
my Surpriſe was very great when I found but this 
one Line in the Marqueſs's Hand; The Courier wwil/ 
tell you the ret. Alas! cricd I, what means this ? 
Where is the Courier? Why did he go, if he has 
any thing to ſay to me? I was juſt running out of the 
Room to call him back, not comprehen-*.ag the My- 
ſtery, when I found him before me on his Knees : 
What do I ſee! (cried Ia ſecond time, throwing 
myſelf about the Neck of this lovely Courier) © Is 
it you, my dear Marqueſs ?” I could ſay no more; 
ſo dear and unexpected a Sight overcame me; I was 
near ſwWooning away with Exceſs of Joy. 

The Marqueſs was concern'd for having thus ſur- 
pris'd me; he beg'd a thouſand Pardons : but, alas! 
there was no Occaſion for it. I obliged him to fit 


down, and made an endearing Apology in my Turn 


for not knowing him. I could not forbear laughing, 
when I reflected on the Reception I had given him; 
he laugh'd very heartily, and mimick'd, though he 
could ſcarce contain himſelf, the grave Air *with 
which I gave him the Crown to ſpend at the Ale- 
houſe, * But, Raillery apart (ſaid I) let them think 
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** what they will, I'll order ſomething to be brought 
that you may refreſh, of which you muſt certainly 
* ſtand in need.“ 

In reality, the Marqueſs was ſo ſpent, that he ac- 
cepted of my Offer; he told me, I need be under 
no Apprehenſions for Appearances, he having given 
* himſelf out for my Brother when he came to the 
* Houſe ; and that as to his Servants who were at 
the Public-Houſe, they were fo lately hired, that 
it could not be diſcover'd who they belong'd to. 
I was charm'd with the Marqueſs's Prudence: I had 
fo many Things to mention in my Letter, that I for- 
got to remind him, he had been formerly ſeen at the 
Village, and might poſſibly be known, and there- 
tore ought to be on his guard. But his good Senſe 
ſupplied my Deficiency ; and, as every thing was 
late, I indulged the Pleaſure ariſing from the Sight of 
ſo dear and worthy a Lover. 

'The Notion that the Plaiſter he had on his Fore- 
head, was only an Artifice for diſguifing himſelf, pre- 
vented my enquiring any thing concerning it; but 
Preſently recollecting the Wound which had given 
me ſuch Uneaſincfs, I aſk'd if it was heal'd ? My 
* Surgeon ſtill attends we (anſwer'd he) and dreſſes it 
every Day, but I am aſſur'd the Danger is over. 
How ! (cried I alarm'd at what I heard) you are 
not perfectly recover'd, and venture to ride Poſt ? 
Certainly, my Lord, you are bent on deſtroying 
* your Life, and killing me with Grief!” Maze 
* yourſelf eaſy, my charming Jem (replied the dear 
Man, judging of the Exceſs of my Paſſion by my 
Uncaſineſs) © TI find myſelf exceeding well within 
theſe few Days; and the delightful Pleaſure of be- 
holding you will complete my Recovery. Be per- 
ſuaded, that if 1 had been any longer debarr'd ice- 
ing ſuch a lovely Object, I muſt have ſunk under 
* it. My Fate: de Chambre, who plainly faw that 
Abſence from you was the only Obſtacle to my 
Recovery, firſt propos'd the Journey: Neither did 
| ride Poſt, as you imagin'd, but came in my 
Chaiſe, which is very eaſy, and with my own 
Iorſes. That the Journey was neceſſary for al .: 
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© ing the Cure, was evident from the Benefit I im- 
* mediately receiv'd, and the Effect it had on my 
Wound. I am convinced, that in eight Days more, 
* there will be nothing remaining but the Scar : and 
if you will ſuffer me to ſtay ſo long in the Village, 
* you ſhall ſee the Experiment. Give me your Con- 
* ſent, my deareſt Mittreſs (added this amiable Lo- 
yer ;) © by fo endearing a Condeſcenſion, I ſhall be 
* amply rewarded for all I have ſuffered fince our 
* parting. After ſo tedious a Sacrifice to Duty, may 
not Love demand ſome Regard : 

Alas! what could I obfect avaialt ſuch convinci ng 
Proofs of his Tenderneſs ? I hus far I had lived 
in perpetual Alarms, certainly IL might be allow'd 
ſome ſmall Reſpite. Had 1 been lets acquainted 
with the ſtrict Pro! bity of my worthy Admirer, per- 
haps I ſhould not have agreed to fo long a Stay; 
but the Confidence I repoied in lis Diſcrcuor 
took off all the Difficulty. «© You have declar'd 
*« yourfelf my Brother (replied I) and as ſuch x 
« may continue here; I have experienced your 
Love and your Virtue, and accept of the preci5u; 
Moments you offer, king perſuaded I ſhall never 
have the leaſt Reaſon to repent it. is there any 
© Room for a Doubt on this Occaſion ? (cried my 
Lover tenderly kiſing my Hand.) Can you think I 
* forget what is due to vou ? Ah! Fenn, the Letter 
] wrote to thank you for the Money you ſent, ought 
to convince you how ſenfible I am of the Del licacy 
of your Behaviour ; that Moment, had I been able, 
I would have flown hither to ſhow my Gratitude ; 
* and, had it been practicable, I Would not have 
* contented myſelf with Words, I would not have 
truſted to fair Proteſtations and vain Letters, which 
ſpeak the Mind only by halves ; but the Greatneſs 
of my Wound- —— “ Hold, my Lord (cried J, 
much perplex'd at what I heard) e ſupprets an Ac- 
* knowledgement which is no wavs due to one, 
* who muſt be ever indebted to you; but fatisfy 
me about this Letter, which you ”ay you Wrote, 
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* and I never receiv'd.” * How is this! (replied 
the Marqueſs with ſome Emotion) did not a Ser- 
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* vant of mine, whom I ſent Poſt, deliver to you a 
Packet, with a Picture inclos'd?” *© No! (cried 
I ſtill more alarm'd) “ your Servant has betray'd 
*« you; for Melicourt | know is too exact not to have 
** forwarded every thing that was directed to my 
Lodging.“ It was directed to him, that com- 
* mon Friend to us both (replied the Marqueſs ;) 
There I ſent it, in order that your Place of Retreat 
might remain a Secret; and what you tell me, fur: 
priſes as much as it alarms me. Let me ſend for 
my Jalet de Chambre, that he may ſet out inſtantly 
for the Army : 'The Servant I ſpeak of is employ'd 
in conducting my Baggage, he ſhall be brought 
hither, that I may know what he has done with my 
Letter; there is ſome Myſtery in this Affair, which 
* I don't comprehend. I remember, I was ſurpris'd 
that M. de Alelicourt ſent back my Expreſs without 
a ſingle Line; and particularly what the Fellow 
* ſaid on that Subject, that Melicourt, when he re- 
ceiv'd the Packet, was juſt going a Journey, and 
told him he would write to me by the next Poſt at 
his Return. I was in daily Expectation of hearing 
from him, and the Diſappointment of a Letter, 
join'd to the Defire of ſeeing you, haſten'd my 
Journey. This Affair is of too great Conſequence 
to be neglected. 
Far from diſapproving the Marqueſs's Propoſal, 1 
advis'd him to fend another Expreſs to Mel:court, to 
deſire he would inquire at the Houſe where I had 
lodged, if any ſuch Packet had been left there. My 
Lover approv'd of it, telling me to write a Note, and 
it ſhould ſoon be deliver'd. As I diſcover'd ſome Ap- 
preherſtons concerning his Attendants, he made me 
eaſy, by informing me, that they were ſuch as might 
be truſted ; adding, that he would not bring his favou- 
rite Dubois, left, having a remarkable Face, he ſhould 
be known in the Village, where he had convers'd 
much when he us'd to be there; and, that he might 
not be out of Place, he waited on Sr. Fal, who wanted 
ſuch a Servant. This Name made me bluſh, when | 
ret C 01 my Tagratiude to fo good a Friend. I never 
thought 
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thought of enquiring after him, taken up as I was 
with the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Margueſs again, and 
the Concern occaſion'd by the Loſs of the Letter. 
IT acknowledged my Injuſtice, frankly owning to my 
Lover the real Cauſe: but he confeſs'd himfelt great- 
ly obliged to me for it. He added, that his Kin- 
man would ſhortly be exchanged and regain bis 
Liberty. When the Margue/s had diſpatci' d his Lx- 
preiſes, I deſired Dinner to be brought up. It hap- 
pen'd very luckily that the Soup was good, and 1 
obliged him to cat heartily. I would not ſuffer him 
to talk of any thing that might make him uneaſy, 
and always interrupted him when he mention'd the 
old Marqueſs. He was grown fo pale, and was fo 
much alter'd, that it drew Tears from me: his 
Wound, or rather the great Patch upon it, cover'd 
one Eye-brow, and gave him an Air that was par- 
ticular, but not diſagtecable, as it had an Aſſurance 
which takes with Women, I had not as yet ſeen 
him with his Hat on, but his Wound obliging him 
not to be long uncover'd, his Look beſpoke a certain 
Boldneſs that charm'd me even to Admiration. He 
ſmiled upon me from time to time, as I would not 
ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his Smiles had their pecu- 
liar Graces. When he offer'd ſometimes to Kits ny 
Hand, I pulled it away; but. in Truth ic was more 
out of a Habit of Reſervedneſs, than any Fear ; tor 
when he happen'd to ſurpriſe me, I was not fo:ry, 
Why ſhould I not own it ? I ſhould tell a Lie in de- 
nying it, which I think more blameable than to in- 
dulge a virtuous Lover in ſo innocent a Way. I bar 
all Commentaries; ſo, no more of that. 

My Lover was too dear to me, not to think of his 
Re -poſe. We had no ſooner dined, but I inſiſted upon 
his going to lie down, proteſting I would not fee him 
again till Supper-timc. He begg'd hard for one 
liour; but I was inexo.able, and told him. I would 
fend Parbara to the Inn that I might be ſatshed he 
complied with what I requir'd. The:e little Regards 
charm'd him, and he declar'd at tzking his Leave, 
mat he was convinced he only now be gan to live. 
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When lone, I indulged myſelf in the moſt agree- 
alle Reflections. I was ſatisfied how greatly attach- 
ed the 1arqus/s was to me, by what he had done; 
it was a convincing Proof of the Solidity of his Pat- 
ſion, and could not forbear pleaſing myſelf with the 
Conſequences which might naturally be expected 
from it. Had it not been for the Letter which was 
either intercepted or loſt, my Joy would have been 
compleat; but, as I had hitherto experienced fo 
many Croſſes, I might reaſonably dread ſome Storm 
would follow. This Notion no ſooner gained 
Ground, but it inſenſibly ditipated the Motions of 
Satisfaction to which I abandoned myſelf. The im- 
petuous Love of the old Marqueſs put the finiſhing 
Stroke to my Diſquiet, and after various Reflections 
on all theſe Things, I began to find I was ftill at a 
great Diſtance from my wiſt'd-for Point, and with 
which I had too eaſily flatter'd myſelf. 

My Head was full of all this, when I heard a Coach 
and ſeveral Horſes ſtop at the Door. I was fright- 
en'd : Heavens! cried I to myſelf, can I be fo un- 
fortunate that the old Marqueſs ſhould have diſ- 
cover'd where I am, and is come to reprimand me 
or perhaps ſome of the young Marqueſs's Servants 
have informed his Father, that he is come here to ſee 
me! I trembled : ſuch an Equipage, ſtopping at the 
Door, could regard nobody but myſelf, as it was 
impoſſible for any one elſe there to have ſuch Viſitants. 
Barbara, who came and inform'd me of a beautiful 


2 Lady, as ſhe expreſs'd it, diſſipated my Fears. 


ut, what Joy, when ſhe eriter'd and I knew her! 


fis it you, my dear St. Az nes? (cried I embracing 
her) © How much am I obliged to you for thus re- 
*« membering me !” This lovely Friend ſhow'd how 
dear | was to her by her affectionate Embraces : 
*« You are at Liberty (cried I, after we were ſeated, 
and our firſt Tranſports ſomething abated :) © I fee 
an End of your Troubles (continued I) I am over- 
« joy'd.” Heaven has at laſt remov'd the Obila- 
cles (replied this lovely Friend) which obſtructed 
* my Happineſs, But had not a ſevere Sicknels 
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brought my Father to Death's Door, I doubt whe- 
ther or no, in ſpite of all M:/icour!'s Hopes, I ſhould 
ever have broke through my cruel Bonds ; freſh 
Obſtacles, which they took care to inform me of 
in the Convent, to puniſh me, I ſuppoſe, for be- 
ing ſo defirous of leaving it, threatened me with 
being a Priſoner for Life; I even gathered as 
much from my Huſband's Letter. In vain did he 
pretend to give me Hopes, I diſcover'd a Confu- 
ſion in his Stile, which overturn'd all he could al- 
ledge to comfort me: but Heaven, doubtleſs mov- 
ed to Compaſſion by my Sufferinge, provided a 
Remedy whence I had leaſt Reaſon to expect it: 
My Father, imagining he was going to give an Ac- 
count of his paſt Life, upon recollecting his In- 
juſtice to me, was ſtartled ; he thought he could 
not be expeditious enough in making amends, leſt 
Death ſhould prevent him. An authentick De- 
claration, ſign'd by proper Witneſſes, acknow- 
ledging, he had forced me, knowing I was mar- 
ried, to take the Vows, finiſh'd the Affair. In 
three Days I was taken out ot the Convent, with 
leave to go and receive a dying Father's Bleſſing. 
My Mother received me with Tears of Repent- 
ance ; ſhe introduced me, and I threw myſelf at 
my Father's Feet. The Condition I found him in, 
not only made me forget all his Cruelty, but, pterc- 
ed with bitter Grief, I offered to Heaven my ar- 
dent Vows for his Preſervation, which was mira- 
culouſly granted. ſe had ſcarce given me his 
Bleſſing, when a fri-/itful Criſis, which at firſt was 
thought to be a K :doublement of the Fever and 
the Beginning of an Agony, threw him 1nto a 
Sweat which expelPd the morbifics Matter. In 
three Days time he was entirely himſelf, and with 
Tears acknov. ledged that he attributed his Lite to 
what he had done for me, and my Return home. 
In a word, my dear Friend (continued S-. Agnes) 
my Father is recovered, aud deſigns to re-unite 
me to my dear Ac/:court; as he has Affairs of the 
lait Coniequence to finith at Court, before my Bu- 
kneſs can be concluded, he propos'd carrying me 
| along 
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* along with him. My Lover is ſtill ignorant of all 
* this, and, | believe, will be agreeably ſurpris'd.” 
T chided the lovely Minette for making Melicaurt ſuf- 
fer ſo long on account of not hearing from her; 
her Excuſe was, that during her Father's Illneſs, ſhe 
was ſo taken up that ſhe had no leiſure: it is 
true (added ſhe) that fince his Recovery to the 
* Day I ſet out, I might have anſwer'd his Letters; 
but, the Tivings I carry myſelf are worth pur- 
L chaſing.” I had too much Kindneſs for Melicour: 
to approve of her Plot, which might give him great 
Un-afineſs : dear-bought Experience made me com- 
re and ſhe herſelf ought to have known what 
/ncertainty is in ſuch Occaſions. But Mademoi/elle 
de , whoſe Heart was at Eaſe, and who was 
naturally very gay, bantered my Tenderneſs, and 
ſaid ſhe would acquaint her Husband with it the 
next Dav, and would not for the World loſe the 
Pleaſure of ſurpriſing him with her Preſence. 

I enquired of Mademe:/elle de where her Fa- 
ther was, and why J had not the Honour of ſeein 
him? She informed me, that he had ffopred about 
half a League off, at an old Friend's, whom he had 
promiſed to call on, and that ſhe had aſked his leave 
to take that Opportunity of ſecing me more at leiſure. 
J found likewiſe that Be/icourt had acquainted her 
with my late Adventures, and with the Place to which 
{ had retired; upon this, ſhe had prevail'd with her 
Father to go out of the Road, that ſhe might give me 
Proofs of her Fiiendſhip, and communicate her good 
Fortur.e, in which ſhe Knew I ſo truly ſhared. 

When my lovely Friend had acquainted me with 
all that had happen'd to her, ſhe defired me with 
great Earneſtneß, to relate my Adventures from the 
Time I left her in the Monaſtery, ſaying, that the 
Account fie had received from Melicour: was very 
imperfect. Ibis Kequeſt was too convincing a 
Proof, how much ſhe intereſted herſeif in my Re— 
rard, io be reſus'd; accordingly, I gave her a full 
Detail. Is it poſſible (cried ſhe when J had done) 
* thor at your tender Years you can have ſuffered ſo 
„ any Diſaſters? Why, you can furniſh out a Ra- 

SOD. * MANCE, 


The Fortunate Country Maid. 229 


* mance. You have Reaſon, my dear Friend (ad- 
ded ſhe) © to hope you are at the End of your Trou- 
* bles, and that you will one Day be as happy, as 
you have hitherto been unfortunate ; my Example 
* ought to encourage you. Patience and a juſt Con- 
* fidence in Heaven, ſurmount the greateſt Difficul- 
ties.“ 

After ſome Reflections of the like Nature, I 
enquired after the beautiful Lindamine. She has of- 
ten enquired after you (replied Mademoi/clle do——) 
and is very much yours. She was far from happy 
at firſt ; her Devotion with all its Fervour could ſtill 
not entirely baniſh all Thoughts of Belixai. She ſtill 
loved him, as ſhe own'd, but with a Paſſion fo re- 
fin'd, that ſhe beſought Heaven to open his Eyes, 
and give him Grace to repent his paſt Life. It 
ſcem'd as if her Vows were heard: the young Man, 
by the Divine Aſſiſtance, and the good Example his 
fair Miſtreſs had ſet before him, quitted the World, 
and proſeſs'd himfelf a Carthuffan. The News com- 
pleated our Friend's Happinets ; from that Moment, 
her Days have flow'd with uninterrupted Peace and 
Tranquillity of Mind ; taken up with the Diſcharge 
of her Duty, ſhe knows no other Pleaſure. Her 
Sweetnefs of 'Temper and good Senſe endear her to 
the whole Monaſtery, and every one glories in be- 
ing of the Number of her Friends. It was with 
great Regret I parted from her; whatever Fate at- 
tends me, her Memory will be always dœar. 
Mademoiſclle de had fcarce done ſpeaking 
when her Father arrived ; in Confideration of my 
Friend, I received him in the beſt Manner. He ſeem- 
ed a Man of Senſe, and one who had ſeen the World; 
his Behaviour was Politeneſs itſelf. I informed him 
how much I was concerned at my bad Accommoda- 
tions, deſigning to have had his Company at Sup- 
per: he replicd, © That tho' there had been Con- 
veniencies in the Village for himlelf and Attend- 
* ants, he could not make any Stay, preſs'd as he 
vas for Time, it being abſolutely neceſſary to make 
all haſte to Court; (adding) that his Daughter's Af- 
'* fairs admitted of no Delay.” This was a 0 
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Reaſon for my not inſiſting upon it. The Lady and 
I parted with mutual Proteſtations of Friendſhip, 
promiſing each other an exact Account of our ſeye. 
ral Fortunes. Her Father aſk'd my Commands for 
Verſailles; but I only begg'd of him not to mention 
me on any Account, giving him to underſtand tha; 
it was of the greateſt Conſequence to me, not to be 
remember'd there. Both he and his Daughter aſſur- 
ed me I might be perfectly eaſy as to that particular, 
and that they were too much my Friends not to be- 
have as ſuch on all Occaſions. 

About an Hour after they were gone, came the 
Marqueſs ; he was dreſſed, and as it was on my Ac- 
count, it made an Impreſſion. His Tenderneſs ex- 

reſs'd itſelf in the livelieſt Terms, and diſcover'd 
his Impatience to be united to me for ever. My Fa- 
* ther's Paſſion (ſaid he) is an invincible Difficulty, 
neither do I ſee at preſent how it can be remov'd. 
Did you but appear to him as homely as you are 
charming, I ſhould not be thus perplex'd between 
Love and Duty. How ſhall I mention you to him, 
and aſſert my Paſſion ? Before he fell in Love, he 
could only reproach me with my Indilcretion, as he 
term'd it: but now, I am his Rival and Son, and, 
as the latter, will expect I ſhould yield to him. 
Ah! 2 Jenny, what can be done? Adviſe 
me, for if you abandon me, overwhelm'd as I am, 

you deſtroy a Man whoſe Lite is devoted to you.” 
What could I do but comfort fo amiable a Lover? 
J ſaw no Expedient to cure the old Marqueſs of his 
Paſſion, much leſs to obtain his Conſent for his Son's 
marrying. Had I liſtened to the Dictates of a tender 
and well-expreſs'd Affection, I might have admitted 
of an Expedient which has often ſucceeded, but it was 
fuch as I had determin'd never to employ. The Mar- 
queſs repreſented, that Women of the firſt Rank have 
had recourſe to it, and that by being ſecretly mar- 
ried, we ſhould be mutually arm'd againſt any 
Engagements which might perhaps be propos'd. 
Were you leſs acquainted with me, or had the leaſt 
Reaſon to ſuſpect my Honour, I ſhould approve of 
the Dilixe you expreſs of my Propoſal ; But, am 1 
ca- 
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capable of deceiving you? Do you believe me ſo 
* baſe ? ——*No, my Lord (anſwer'd I) it's nothing 
„% of all this I dread; but to loſe that interior Peace 
I have ever enjoy'd, even in my greateſt Misfor- 
tunes : the Happineſs of being yours, is too precious 
« to be blended with Tears and bitter Remorſe, and 
« to run the Riſk of forfeiting of it: Whatever hap- 
« pens, (added I embracing his Hand) you will be 
« ever dear to me; and if I am not fo fortunate as 
« to be yours, I ſhall have the Comfort of having 
contributed nothing to my own Wretchedneſs ; no 
« {mall Conſolation to a Heart like mine.” 

My Lover was too reaſonable and too obliging to 
infiſt any longer upon it; he aſſured me, that ſince 
I diſapproved of his Propoſal, he would never men- 
tion it more. I made him a Return for his Com- 
plaiſance by all the little innocent Careſſes poſſtble. 
„We muſt have Patience, (he cried charm'd with my 
endearing Behaviour;) I will wait, my dear Wife, 
provided you reſerve for me that Heart on which 
« alone my Happinefs depends : perhaps my Father's 
« Pafſion may abate, and he deſiſt from oppoſing 
* what I ſo earneſtly defire ; at the worſt, I want but 
two Years of being at Age, and then the Law“ — 
* Ah! my Lord, (cried I with as much Quickneſs of 
Thought as good Senſe) can you have recourſe to 
Methods, not uncommon indeed, but ſuch as muſt 
* render Children ungrateful to their Parents? Rather 
let wretched Jenny . = on her irkſome Days, thag 
© {uffer one ſo dear to W to come to ſuch odious 
* Extremities. Win over a Father, who is only cruel 
in oppoſing your Deſires; and, by a thouſand 
* Proofs of your Reſpect, deſerve to receive one Day 
* his Conſent. Such are the means I approve of for 
* engaping Parents to a Compliance ; all others are 
highly blameable, and inconſiſtent with the Dictates 
* of Nature and Reaſon. 

The Marqueſs was fo aftoniſh'd at the Greatneſs 
of my Sentiments, utter'd with an uncommon Firm- 
neſs of Voice, that he look'd at me with an Air of 
the greateſt Reſpect. Indeed (cried he) you ſurpriſe 
„ me: as to Wit, Diſcretion, and good Senſe, I have 
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«« ever experienced them in you, but I could not have 
imagin'd that you brought into the World ſuch 
noble Sentiments ; which, tho' oppoſite to my De- 
ſigns, I am compell'd to admire and reſpect: The 
more you ſhow yourſelf worthy of the greateſt 
Rank, the more excuſeable both my Father and [ 
*« mult appear: my own Paſſion płevents me from 
being ſurpris'd that my Father fagyld be thus ena- 
« mour'd, and endeavour to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of ſo 
rich a Treaſure.” —I interrupted the Marqueſs, he 
footh'd my Vanity too much; I beſought kim to for- 
bear, proteſting my only Ambition was to pleaſe him, 
and deſerve his Love as long as I lived. 

The Marqueſs was going to reply, when the Ser- 
vant he had difpatch'd to Paris entered with a Letter 
from Melicourt, We were ſurpris'd to ſee him again 
ſo ſoon, he could never have been at Paris, and both 
the Marqueſs and I were at a Loſs what to think. 
Our Surpriſe increaſed when he told us he met Me- 
licourt on the Road, who was coming to meet his Mi- 
ſtreſs; one of her Father's Servants, with a View of 
being well rewarded, had acquainted him with the 
5 News Our Friend informed us that he had 

een exceeding exact in taking an Account of all 
that came to the Lodging in his Abſence, both out 
of Reſpect to me, as well as in regard of his own 
Affairs, which were of too great Conſequence to ad- 
mit of the leaſt Neglect. He added, if he might 
venture to give his Opinion, the Servant we men- 
tion'd had betray'd his Truſt ; which he thought the 
more likely, becauſe the old Marqueſs, provok'd a; 
he was by my Flight, and fo deſperately in Love as 
he appeared, had doubtleſs uſed all Means poſſible 
to diſcover me, in order to purſue his Amour. 

This Anſwer overwhelm'd us with freſh Alarms : 
If this be true, as it is but too likely” (ſaid the 
Marqueſs) my Father is acquainted with my Jour- 
„ ney; and what is ſtill worſe, it will be imprudent 
in me to ſtay any longer here, for fear he ſhould 
«« ſuſpe@ where I am.” I was of the ſame Opinion, 
as it was natural to think the Traitor would not do his 
Buſineſs by halves, 
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This News made us very melancholy all that Even- 
ing ; but, it was nothing to what follow'd. The 
third Day came the Marqueſs's Secretary, whom he 
had ſent to meet his Equipage, in order to bring 
with him the Servant in queſtion; as ſoon as he ap- 
pear'd, his Maſter expreſs'd a great Surpriſe at his 
ſadden Return; knowing, as he ſaid, that his Equi- 
page mutt be at leaſt fourſcore Leagues from Pars, 
and that it was impoſſible for him to go and come in 
ſo ſhort a time. The Secretary replied, * that it was 
* needleſs to take that Trouble: that about thirty 
Leagues Diſtance he found the Servant in an Inn, 
* who, as ſoon as he was diſcover'd, took Horſe ; 
but as this beſpoke a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, the 
* Secretary purſued him till he took ſhelter in a 
Wood: upon this, finding it to no purpoſe to fol- 
low him, he thought proper to enquire what had 
brought him to the Inn where he found him.“ The 
Secretary was told, that the Man was but juſt come 
when he arrived. He concluded his Relation with 
faying, * that he was inform'd that the Runaway had 
* enquired what Road a Chaiſe had taken attended 
by three Servants, which he ſaid he had miſs'd. 
The Secretary eaſily gather'd from hence, that the 
Servant's Enquiry tended to diſcover which Way his 
Maſter was gone, and, by going from Village to Vil- 
lage, to learn where he ſtopt. 

My Lover no longer doubted, after this ſecond 
piece of Treachery, but that his Father was in Pof- 
ſeſſion of his Letter, and acquainted with his Jour- 
ney, and his Views in undertaking it. We gueſs'd 
beſides, that the Villain had ſent an Expreſs to the 
old Marqueſs to inform him of his Son's Departure, 
and that the Father had order'd the young Marqueſs 
to be purſued, in order to know where he went, judg- 
ing rightly it was the only Means of diſcovering where 
I lay concealed. 

It follow'd from the Servant's Flight, when found 
out by the Secretary, that he did not know where 
his Maſter was, and that the Fear of being puniſh'd 
would deter him from making any farther Enquiry. 
This Thought afforded ſome Comfort. | 

After 
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After mature Reflections on all that had paſy'q, 
the Queſtion was how to behave in ſuch tickliſh Cir. 
cumſtances. The Marqueſs was for my going to 
Paris, where I minds bs better conceal'd. But | 
would not hear of this good Advice, fearing new 
Troubles ; at all hazards I was with my Parents, 
which was my proper Place; I had but to declare 
who I was, no one had any Power to take me away, 
Such was my way of Reaſoning. 

The Marqueſs was quite at a loſs; two Days af. 
ter, he ſtill aſk'd what was to be done; accultom'd 
as he was to my Company, he could not prevail on 
himſelf to leave me. The Charms of living with a 
Perſon belov'd were fo bewitching, that I was as little 
Miſtreſs of myſelf in this Particular. The eight 
Days that we had fixed for his Repoſe, were more 
than paſt ; neither I nor my Lover ever thought of 
counting them. 

We us'd to walk out every Day, when the Heat 
was over, about a quarter of a Niile from the Village 
into a little Wood, round whoie Skirts ran a crvital 
Stream; the Nightingales, after quenching their 
Thirſt in the Rivulet, perch'd themſelves on the 
neighbouring Boughs, and by the delightful Melody 
of their warbling Notes made us chooſe that charm- 
ing Place to reſt in. One Evening when the Moon 
ſhone very bright, we heard a Man on Horſchack 
aſk the Road to ſuch a Village, and how far he was 
from it: at firſt we imagin'd he ſpoke to ſomebody in 
the Road; but, on his repeating the Queſtion, the 
Marqueſs, out of his uſual Good-nature, faid, ** This 
is ſome Stranger who is out of his Knowledge, | 
% muſt direct him, for by his Uneaſineſs he has cer- 
4% tainly loſt his Way.” Upon this he called to him, 
and gave him proper Directions. The Stranger, 
overjoy'd at it, aſk'd if the Perſon, to whom he ow'd 
this Obligation, belong'd to the Village ? My Lover, 
without Reflection, anſwering in the Affirmative, the 
Stranger enquired if an Officer of Diſtinction had 
not come thither in a Chaiſe with three Servants, and 
whether he went any farther ? At this Queſtion the 
Marqueſs, who was near me, made a Sign: This 
„ regards 
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„ regards me (ſaid he in a low Voice) keep out of 
« Sight, I muſt examine farther, perhaps it is my 
«© Traitor of a Servant.” Tho” I trembled for Fear, 
T left him to a& as he thought fit. My Lover made 
up to the Road, and, diſguiſing his Voice, told the 
Stranger that he could inform him better than any 
one, the Officer he deſcrib'd being lodged at his 
Houſe. © What! are you then the Inn-keeper ?” re- 
plied the Stranger riding up to him. Yes, (an- 
ſwered the Marqueſs) and the only one in the Vil- 
lage; if you will come and taſte my Wine, you 
vill own, that if it is not the beſt in the Country, 
« at leaſt it is as agreeable as any.” The Stranger 
by this was come up, and the Moon, unluckily for 
him being under a Cloud, did not diſcover who he 
was talking with. Do you fay, (ſaid he ſtopping 
his Horſe) © that the Officer I mentioned is at your 
* Honſe ?” Ves, Sir, (anſwered the Marqueſs) 
and, to convince you, I'll deſcribe him. Is he 
not a tall young Man with black Eyes, and wears 
a Plaiſter or large Patch on his Forehead, his Hair 
curled, and had on When he came a light brown 
* Surtout with Gold Frogs?“ * You are right, (re- 
plied the Stranger) * it 1s certainly he; I am very 
lucky in meeting you! And, tell me, pray is he 
* here ftill?” “ Yes, yes, (ſaid the Marqueſs fully 
ſatisfied he was not miſtaken.) How does he em- 
* ploy himſelf? (added the Stranger.) © Why, as 
* to that (replied the Marqueſs ſomething myſteriouſ- 
ly) „ he— © Out with it (cried the other) makes 
Love perhaps: Am I not right? There is no 
great harm in that, if the Girl be worth the while.” 
* Oh, I warrant her worth the while, (replied my 
Lover, lowering his Voice and drawing nearer ;) if 
* you doubt it, I can ſoon convince you; for tho 
it is but Moonlight, one may ſee well enough not 
to be miſtaken in that Point: and, to tell you the 
Truth, I was liſtening to a Converſation between 
the two Lovers, when you called out; I don't 
know whether the Noiſe you made has not difturb- 
ed them, but if you have any Curiolity, you need 
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only alight and follow me, to ſee them together 
without being diſcovered.” 

The Bait was too alluring not to take: he was no 
ſooner diſmounted but the Marguef ſeized him by 
the Throat: I have you, Traitor, (cried he pre- 
ſenting the Point of his Sword;) “ confeſs, or die 
this Inſtant.” I ſcreamed out for fear the Mar- 
queſs in his Paſſion ſhould diſpatch the V'retch, 
Fear nothing, Madam, (ſaid the Marqueſs) 1 have 
*« ſecured the Villain; own the Truth (continued he 
turning to the Man) “and I'll pardon you on that 
Condition, and provided I never fee you more.“ 
The Traitor finding it was the Marqueſs, ſeem'd more 
dead than alive, and fell at his Knees dreading his 
Reſentment : ** Speak (continued my Lover) © you 
know me, and Il be as good as my Word.” The 
Servant knowing he might depend on his Malter's 
Promiſe, informed him that he s drawn in and 
corrupted by the old Marque{-'s Gendeman. W hat, 
% Forſan ? (cried the Marci in a Surpriſe :) 
How can that be? you diic:nble the Truth, my 
Father has diſcharged him.“ It was in order to 
* make his Peace, (replied the Man) that, as foon as 
he heard Madame ges Reches was gone off, he took 
* it into his Head, knowing his Maſter's Paſhon, to 
find her out for him; he was ſure, as he ſaid, there 
was a Correſpondence between your Lordſhip and 
the Lady, and he did not doubt Succeſs if he could 
intercept one of your Letters. 

With this Project he left Paris, and came pri- 
vately to the Camp; he pitched upon me preferably 
to any other becauſe J am his Ccuntryman, was 
formerly his Servant, and was recommenced by 
him to your Lordſhip. After reminding me of all 
this, he told me what had happened to him, and 
his Deſign of getting his Pardon and revenging him- 
ſelf on the Lady who had occaſioned his Misfor- 
tune; promiſing me, that if I came readily into his 
Meaſures, beſides a ſuitable Recompence, he would 
make my Fortune. Finding me but too well diſ- 
poſed to ſecond his Deſign, K acquainted _—__ 
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the Contrivance, and directed me to be always near 
« you, that when you wrote any Letters, I might be 
« entruſted with them, and then deliver them to him 
in order to compaſs his Deſign. 

* Mr. de Forſan was too well obey'd; as ſoon as 
your Lordſhip ordered me to go to Paris, I went to 
the Village where he lay concealed, expecting to ö 
hear from me; he hugged me for Joy when he read 0 
' the Letter with which you had entruſted me. Let's ; 
go, ſaid he, this is ſomething, and I am ſure of being | 
* taken into favour again, He was in the right; the Th \ | 
* Moment he wrote the old Marqueſs word at his 17 
Arrival, that he had News of Madame des Roches to 1 | 
© him, he had Admittance, and was reſtored to his 
place. It was reſolved, I ſhould return to you with 


the Anſwer I brought, and continue to intercept , 
your Letters, in order to diſcover where the Lady 1 
* was, which you did not mention in the Packet I N 
had received, and that I ſhould ſend all Letters I 1 14 
could ſecure under a Direction they gave for that 10 
purpoſe. F 


* But your ſudden Depart from the Army, which by 
we did not expect, diſcoacerted all our Meaſures : I | 
could only acquaint Mr. Forſan with it, and what 
Road the Equipage, with which I was left, was to 
take. The third Day after we ſet out, a Poſtillion 
belonging to the old Marqueſs met me with a Let- 
ter from Mr. Forſau, ordering me to leave the Equi- 
page and endeavour by any Means to diſcover what 
Road you had taken; with a Promiſe that it I could 
find out Madame des Riches by it, ſuppoſing you 
were gone thither, that the old Marqueſs would re- 
ward me very handſomely, and advance me in his 
Family. This was the Reaſon of my purſuing you 
ſo obſtinately, and flying when met by your Secre- 
tary, being apprehenſive I was diſcovered, and that 
you had ſent him after me: but I was no ſooner 
clear of him, when I renewed my Enquiry, and 
this with ſo much Diligence in all the Villages on 
the Road, that you ſee, my Lord, I ſhould have 
ſucceeded, had I not unexpectedly met with you; 
Heaven, to puniſh my Treachery, would not ſuffer 
7-M 
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it to proſper: I am in your Power, and you may 
diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe ; but I truft in your 
Clemency, and hope you will ſhow Mercy to a 
poor Wretch, who has fuffer'd himſelf to be cor. 
rupted, and who was really informed that it was 
for your Good, and that it was in reality ſerving 
you to break off an Affair, as they term'd it, which 
ſooner or later muſt end in your Ruin, and which 
the Marqueſs your Father was determined to pre. 
vent.“ 

The Servant after this Proteſtation threw himſelf 
again at the Marqueſs's Feet, and wept bitterly. I 
was very ſollicitous in his Behalf. * | will keep my 
Word with him, Madam, (cried the Marqueſs) 
provided he never approaches me more; never- 
theleſs, Prudence directs me to ſecure him till I am 
at home again, to prevent any farther 'Treachery.” 
* Ah! my Lord, (cried the Fellow with Tears) * 
* ſwear by all that's ſacred, that it is the fartheſt from 
my Thoughts ; and if you grant me a Pardon, I 
ſhall make no other uſe of it than to endeavour at 
repairing the Fault, I have had the Misf&rtune to 
commit.“ The Man's Behaviour had ſo much the 
Air of a ſincere Repentance, that I was much moved. 
I pleaded fo earneſtly in his Behalf, that the Marqueſs 
releaſed him, aſſuring me, that any Requeſt of mine 
ſhould be implicitly complied with ; and as a proof of 
it, he gave him four Louisd'Ors, telling him, kis 
Thanks were due to me, whom he intended fo cruelly 
to injure. After this the Marqueſs diſmiſs'd him, and 
we returned home reaſoning on what bad paſs'd. 

The Day following the Marqueſs reſolved upon 
leaving me. If he was grown foud of my Company, 
I found the ſame Satisfaction in his; all my Reaſon 
was ſummoned to ſtifle my Tears, when he took leave. 
Remember (faid I embracing him) my Fate depends 
on your Heart, and in that alone my Happineſs 
* conſiſts.” ** Alas! (replied my Lover) is it poiſible for 
% me to live a Moment without doating on you? I 
* know no other Pleaſure but that of ſceiug you, and 
telling you fo, and as for the Intervals of Abſence, 
they never will be reckoned in my — 2 of 

Life.“ 
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« Life.” Saying this, he threw himſelf into his Chaiſe 
and remained flent. The People were gathered about 
to ſee the Parting ; every _ ſurpriſes in a Village, 
Lcould hear them ſay; This is like Brothers and Siſters 
indeed ! ſee how fond they are of each other ! 

Had not my Heart been full, I could not have 
forborn laugbing at the 8 of my Country- 
men : but after all, it would have been ridiculous ; is 
there ſo much Difference between a Brother and a 
Lover? Knowledge or Prejudice pronounces. How 
many do we fee determined by nothing but Preven- 
tion? It is ſo at Court, why ſhould it not be fo elſe- 
where? Man is ſtill Man in all Stations. 

'The Marqueſs was no ſooner gone, but I gave a 
looſe to Tears and Complaints. When ſhall I fee 
again, cried I, this dear Man? What will be the 
Event of ſo tender and fo unfortunate a Love? Are 
we only enamour'd with each other, to be continually 
parting ? The old Marqueſs came into my Thoughts 
next. He was acquainted with my Place of Retreat, 
he accoſts me with Fury in his Eyes: Take your Choice, 
ſays he, either Me or a Cloiſter; it's in vain for you to 
place your Confidence in my Son; he cannot aſſiſt 
you, nor ſhall ever be yours: you ought to tremble at 
the Thoughts of provoking me, as you muſt both pay 
very dear for the dangerous Advantage he has gained. 
Theſe Imaginations were fo ftrong and lively, that I 
ſhook for Fear. Alas ! it was in vain to have recourſe 
to Heaven, it was deaf to my Entreaties. Can a 
Heart ſo ſtrongly attached to this World, expect Re- 
lief from above? No, it is not worthy ; to deſerve, 
one ought to be aſhamed of ſuch Weakneſſes ; but my 
Strength failed me. Love had fo cruelly overwhelmed 
me, that nothing but what occaſioned my Diſtreſs, 
could poſſibly relieve me: I found no Comfort, in 
fine, but what Sighs and Tears afforded. 

Three Days were ſpent in continual Grief and Ap- 
prehenſion: the whole Family, aſtoniſh's at my pro- 
found Melancholy, ftrove in vain to divert me ; but 


the Penſiveneſs which had * me was proof again 
every thing. 0 
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On the fourth Day in the Morning, my Mother 
came into my Chamber, ſaying, that a Chaiſe had 
ſtop'd at the Door, and that a Stranger aſk'd to {, 
with me. I defired he might be brought to me. How 
was I ſurpriſed, when I found it to be Dubois Is it 
* poſlible (ſaid I receiving a Letter from him) that 
after the Apprehenſion the Marqueſs and I were 
* under leſt you ſhould be known here, that he ſhould 
venture to ſend you ?” © I have taken proper Pre. 
* cautions (replied he) this falſe Noſe” (he really had 
one in his Hand) ** would diſguiſe me to my own 
« Father; ſo there is nothing to fear on that ſide. 
« Would to Heaven I could as eaſily reconcile you 
„ to the News I bring.“ What has Eappen'd ” re- 
plied I very earneſtly. © Read, (added Dubs;;) 
« and then you will ſee whether my Lord Marqueſs 
„ could have pitched upon any one elſe to ſend on 
« this Occaſion.” 

I opened the Marqueſs's Letter with trembling : 
would any one imagine the Contents ? Upon reading 
the firſt Lines, it was watered with my Tears : it was 
as follows : if ever Grief diſpatched any one, how 
came I to ſurvive ? 


Am in the utmeft Deſpair, my charming Jenny, 

judge of it by the horrible News I here /end you. 1 
boſe you for ever ; but, be aſtoniſhed at the exceſſiue 
Cruelty cf my Fate; I am cut off frem all Hopes of ever 
being yours, and, to complete my Misfertune, em cbliged 
to emplcy all the Poxver I Fave, to prevail on you to ftab 
a Dagger 10 My Heart. But this is Reefping ycu tro le 12 
in ſuſtenſe : My Father lies at the Point of Death, brous!t 
te this Extremity by you and me; he calls for you, ac 
fer you, and will die in peace, he ſays, if he expires xc 
the Name of aur Huſband. Can I have the Cruelty, ca 
T be /o barbarous a Son, as to let him periſh, if it be in 
my Poaber to ſave him? If I am fo unfortunate as ts 
loje him, let me not be liable to repre ach my/jelf awith 


being the hated Cauſe of his Death. If I ever acos dear 


to you, O moſt lovely of thy Sex, haſte awvay! A Minute, 
an Inſtant may render me the meſt guilty of Mankind. 
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What is it to me? cried I redoubling my Tears. 
Let the cruel Parent die: Am I to be auſwerable fer 
the Fury of his Paſſion, and the fatal Condition to 
which it has reduced him? And you, my Lord Mar- 
queſs, what have I done to deſerve this Treatment ? 
Juſt Heaven! cried I, was it for this you reſerved me: 
And you, deſtructive Charms, to what have von 
brought me? Saying this, I was ſo overwhe!med, chat 
unleſs Dubois had ſupported and pulled me, * 
have ſwooned away. 

The Marqueſs had foreſeen without doubt, the 
Condition to which his Letter would reduce me. His 
Valet de Chambre pulled out a Phial, whoſe precious 
Elixir cruelly reſtored me to myſelf. © Alas! 272 
* would you not ſuffer me to die? cried I to Du 


1 


C- 


Why do you give me this barbarous Relief? Like 
* a Criminal dragged to the Torture, vou firenpthen 
116 


me only, that the Severity of the Strokes ni: ay be 
the more ſenſible.“ 

2 as much as be was prepared for fuch a Scone, 
as fo dejected, that he was {carce able to comſort nic. 
; « In the Name of all that is dear to you, Mademo iſelle : 
(aid he) © bear up againſt this Storm; think what 
a Condition I Iett my Maſter in: It you knew 
„ Alas! 'tis that which diſtracts me! (cried II 
upting kim;) „If II. :Kered alone, the near Prof p ec 
© of Death would alleviate my Grief ; but the Con- 
ſideration of my dear Lover retards my Defy: 

and withholds my ficeting Liſe. What wonid de. 
come cf him? Alas! 


* 
- 


a Death, whoſe Idea makes him wemble „ and 
obliges him to ſacrifice all that is de: en 10 t im in 
as World, what would hecome of this Faith wu Lo 

to whatExtremities would he not be buried, if 
he hea my Death to lament, of Which ic alt 
“ juſtly think himſelf the Cauſe?“ 

After ſaying this I rem ained exce edia; [Iv 1 per.five ; 
but coming to myſelf,“ Let us go (cr: ed T; this Lo- 
ver whom 1 rc ſuall Kue how extenſo a 
Power he has over me: 1 deſign'd m yiclt tor him 
alone; myſelf was all I had, of U hich 1 he has been 
Maſter a long time; he may di ode of his own, 
Vor. II. „% and 
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« and I obey. Yes, he ſhall know, by the Greatnef, 
* of the Sacrifice, that tho'I am infinitely below him 
in every thing elſe, I am nor his Inferior in point of 
* noble Sentiments ; ; and that whatever Example he 
& can ſet, I am always ready to imitate him.” 
Dubois, ſurpriſed at this Effort, applauded my Re- 
folution with Tears in his Eyes. What a Grandeur 
of mind! (cried he;) after this Proof, of which [1 
am a Witneſs, can I any longer wonder at the Ex- 
ceſs of Paſſion you create? Go, you deſerve 2 
Throne.“ I made no Anſwer to ſuch frivolous En- 
comiums; could Self-love, overwhelm'd as it was 
with Grief, find its Account in them? I ordered 
Barbara very ſternly for the firſt time, to get my 
Things ready for my Journey. The Word was no 
ſooner given, but the whole Houſe was in Tears, 
What, are we going to loſe this charming Lady? 
(every one cried ;) And why? are we ſo unfortunate as 
to be the occaſion of it ourſelves ?* ** No, replied I” 
ſpeaking to my Mother, whoſe Tears increaſed my 
E 2 rouble ) I tear myſelf from you, God is my Wit- 
66 * neſs; an Order I am bound to obey, an unfortunate 
Acc! dent, drives me from this delightful Abode, 
9 On could I ſpend my Days with you!“ Saying 
this, I embraced my Mother; my Father out of Re: 
ſpect witherew. Alas! ſuffer me (ſaid I taking him 
about the Neck) * to ſhew how dear you are to me, 
Perhaps a little Time will convince you | but do 
16 my Duty.” 
gat into the Chaiſe, leaving my Father and Mo- 
ther rauch ſurpriſed, particularly my Father, whoſe very 
Soul was moved with my endearing Behaviour. My 
& unt, as fend as ſhe was of her Village, jump'd into 
the Vehicle, crying out, She was fo bewitched with 
me (that was her Expreſſion) that ſhe would leave 
* all that is dear to follow me to the World's End. 
1 embraced her by way of Acknowledgment. My 
Mother enquired what ſhe muſt do with the Goods: 
% Keep them” (replied I ſtretching out my Hand) 
whether I return or not, all I have is yours both 
'* thro' Gratitude and Duty.“ 
What Reply was made, I did not hear; but fo 
of: 
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leſs my Words were as ſurpriſing as the Hurry in which 
we drove away. The Chaiſe lew. Daubcis was ſolely 
employ'd in haſtening on the Poſtillion. Our Hxpe- 
dition was incredible: proper Orders being given at 
the ſeveral Poſt-houſes, and the Relays were always in 
ſuch Readineſs, that we did not loſe a Moment. 

Nevertheleſs, I learnt from Dubois, whoſe Buſineſs 
it was to go before and prepare the Relays, that the 
Marqueſs found his Father very ill, and almoſt ſpeech- 
leſs : that For/an was in favour again, and never from 
the Bed-ſide; and that the Sevant who had betrayed 
his Maſter could not be heard of. He added, with 2 
View I ſuppoſe of ſtrengthening my Reſolution, chat 
the Marqueſs as much dreaded as he wiſhed for my 
Preſence ; and that if I did not conquer inyſelf fo as to 
reſtrain my Tears, he would not anſwer for his Lite. 

I loved the dear Man too well, not to make it a 
Law to command myſelf. I promiſel Dubois to de- 
vour my Tears and Affliction, and that was as much 
as could be expected. Barbara, ho heard ail this 
without comprehending one Syllable, cried out from 
time to time: Good God! what will become of 
* my Lady? Can any one be fo hard-hearted as to 
* vex ſo good a Creature? I'll pray to God fo much 
* and heartily, that he will take compaſſion on her." 
Alas! the was in the right: to be able to raiſe one's 
Mind to Heaven, is being half comforted. 

There are Periods in Life when Misfortunes cor1- 
bine in overwhelming us. Dubois was in ſuch « 
Hurry to get the Poſtillion forwards, that driving: 
foul of a Coach we overturned it, as we paked 
the Opera-houſe; which breaking down one of 
our own Wheels, obliged us to ſtop. Ihe Scream-— 
of the Women in the Coach, that lay tophe-turvy, 
drew together a hundred Flambeaux and as many 
People, ſo that we ſaw as clear as if it had been 
Noon-day. Dubois, who was determined how to 
behave, had left me there, whilſt he fetched a Coach. 
During this Interval, the Coachman and Footmen 
belonging to the injured Equipage, were cudgelling 
my poor Poſtillion, eſpecially as they ſaw none bur 
two frighted Women in the Chaiſe, whoſe Pre- 
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ſence waz no Check upon them: this Uproar ga. 
thered ſtill more People: the Noiſe was ſo great, 
*twas impoſſible to hear one's ſelf ſpeak; I was in 
hopes every Minute of being delivered from th 
Crowd by D#49:;'s coming, but I had been told 1 
muſt ſufler, and *twas not long before it happen'd. 

The firſt Thing I met to chagrine me was the 

Dake of , who from his Coach knew me 
again, * Ah! my God (cricd he calling to his Ser- 
vants) * make up to that Chaiſe, and prevent the 
* Lady's coming to any Harm from this Accident ; 
* the is my Ac naintance and a Woman of Quality. 
i grew pale, when I recollected this Nobleman; 
his Diſcourſe had drawn the Eyes of the Crowd up- 
on me. Hut what became of me, when the Ladies 
who were overturned got out of their Coach, obe 
of which I knew to be "Madame Dejtiva!, the Miß 
% Elin of whem 1 have already ſaid io much! | 
would have given any thing in the World to have 
been a hundred Leagues off; I endeavoured to pull 
my Head-cloat}:s oicr my Face, to eſcape lier cu- 
rious Eyes; but "tWas too 8 ſhe kad got a Glimpfe, 
the knew me again, and aſk'd her Servants if it ue, 
my Chaiſe v. hich Lad cccsſioned the Ditorder. 
„What! (cried ſtie aloud, when they had artwer'd 
in tle Altmative) „ What! lias this little Hufe 
been bold enough to overturn my Coach ? and 
„ ſhall I tamely ſuffer a Country Puſs to drive one r 
„ me unpuniſhed ? Here, drag her out of her Cha 
„ headlonn, (faid the to her Servants) and teach her 
better Manners ; there is nothing ſhe does not de. 
ſerve for ſuch a Piece of Inſolence.” 

One may imagine my Mortification and Terr« 
at hearing this cruc! Order, and how 1 look'd, :t 
the Approach of four Footmen with their Flam— 
beaux. But a Protector was not wanting. "The Dube 
of „ Who had quitted his Coach, hearing my 
C'ries, came running with his Servants aud Urew 
his. Sword: Let me fee who dare approach thi, 
* Chaiſe (cricd he clapping on his Hat;) this Lady 
* 15 my {\cquaintance : : whoever has the Impudence 
to moleſt her, ſhall repent it. This reſolute Specch 
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ſtopt the Footmen. Here the Scene might have ended, 
had not the too couragious Dubors, who came up to 
me at the ſame Time as the Footmen, and who had 
been informed of the Danger I was in, began to lay 
about him with is Whip; this was a Sena to a 
fierce Battle. All the Livery Servants attacked Du- 
bas with their Flambeaux; the Dude's Men and thoſe: 
of his Friends joined in his Aſfiſtance; and but for 
the Guards, who came up by the greateſt good Luck 
in the World, a bloody Fight muſt have entued. 'The 
Gentlemen, who till now had been only Spectators, 
were ſeverally engaged according to their Inclina- 
tions. The young Duke, who kad undoubtedly a 
mind to give me proof of his Conſtancy in the At- 
tack he had ſhewn in my regard, began to deal about 
his Blows, and a hundred young Fellows like himſelt 
did the ſame; but having ſpoke very politely to the 
Officer then upon Duty at the Opera-houſe, and 
begg'd of him to do his Office quietly, he appeaſed 
the Tumult, and at laſt prevailed fo far as to put 
Things upon a Foot of Accommodation. 

The young Duke, Who had ſpoke to the Officer, 
begg'd of him to aſſiſt in conveying me to his Coach 
which was waiting for me. Madame De-#ival, per- 
ceiving that I was like to get away from her, talk'd 
to the Officer ſo peremptorily, that he was obliged 
to turn about: What do you mean to do, Sir ? 
Do you imagine that what has been alledged ſhall 
„ hinder me from complaining. and puniſhing a little 
* Wretch, who out of mere Malice comes and e 
* over my Coach, and inſults me in the Face of the 
* whole World? There are a hundred Witneſſes to 
* {wear this; it is infamous to protect a little Coun- 
* try Baggage after ſuch Behaviour, and to ſhew no 
% manner of regard to a Woman of Quality.” The 
Officer ſurpriſed at theſe Reproaches, and really fnd- 
ing that ſhe, who made the Complaint, was a Fer- 
fon known, turned towards her, and told her, it was 
not for him to decide our Quarrel; that he only did 
his Duty in preventing Miſchief; chat my Chaite was 
broke down, and 'twas but juſt to help me from 
thence; beſides, tliat I was a Perſon of Dutinchon 
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too How! of Diſtinction! (replied very ſcorr.. Ih: 

fully Miſs A E.bienx, or more properly Madame D-/;. and 
* of Diſtinction! I believe you have loft ;our mo! 
. ** Senſes ; of Diſtinction! a little Creature, Daagh- wh 

ter of a Wood-cleaver, a Tenant to my late la- tur 

ther. Ah, ah, ah, (continued ſhe, feigning a ed 

mock Laugh) * unleſs ſhe be in Keeping, which! fri 

*« make no doubt of” The Duke of—, o the 

had been ſilent hitherto, and who was ſo perſuaded Ch 

ci my being of Quality, that he would have been cut 0 

to Pieces in maintaining it, cried out, It was ver on 

* unbecoming, in order to gain one's Point, to hate dit 

* recourſe to Calumny, and fay ſuch vile Things : "7 

that he knew me very well, and that there was nn: 6 

* one Word of Truth in all that had been ſaid: ba- 66 

* ſides, that it was no Fault of mine, if my aukw ard « 

Poſtillion had thrown over a Coach; that nobody to 

* was hurt; but, as for me, it was eafily feen I ws a8 

the only Perſon who ſuffered, ſince I could neither cc 

* get backward nor forwards, and that inſtead of 

* abuſing me at that rate, in ſuch a caſe every one 

* onght to think themſelves obliged in Honour to 

* reheve me, inſtead of being ſo cruelly inſolent: 

that he was not ſurpriſed at the Fury with which 

* 

* which alone was ſufficient to draw their Malice on 

me, and to make me very criminal in the Eyes of 

* 


certain People.“ 

This extraordinary Conclufion proceeding more 
from the Duke's Partiality for me, than the real Truth, 
made every body laugh, and take my Part. A ge- 
neral Murmur was heard in my Favour, a hundred 
Arms inſtead of one, and as many Coaches were prof- 
fer'd, to extricate me from this Trouble. Every 
thing now went wonderfully ; but I was fated to un- 
dergo'one Mortif cation more, before I could be out 
of Pain; 'twas this. 

Publick Entertainments at Paris bring People to- 
gether, who perhaps otherwiſe never would have 
met. As ill Luck would have it, and which would 
ſeem almoſt impoſſible, the true Comtfe des Roches 
was that Night at the Orera: The flop of Lone 
nat: 
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J had fo innocently cauſed, retarded her coming out, 
and being obliged to paſs by me, ſhe enquired till 
more unfortunately, of the Duke's Servants, near' 
whoſe Coach hers had ſtop'd, the Reaſon of the Diſ- 
tuibance, and the Names of the Ladies that occaſion- 
ed it. The Footman having fatisfed her as to the 
firſt Point, told her, he hal learn'd the Names of 
the Ladies that were overturned, but as to her in the 
Chaiſe, he knew very well that ſhe was Madame le 
Comteſje des Nechet. Ah! ah! (replied the true 
one, addreſſing herſelf to her Huſband, and two La · 
dies in the Coach) © the Accident is pleaſant enough: 
* you'll find ſhe will prove the ſame who ſtole our 
«© Name and Intereit at Court, and after whom we 
have made fo much Enquiry; we muſt have her 
* apprehended uron the Spot.” Upon this ſhe ſent 
to deſire the Oſncer to come to her Coach, having, 
as ſhe ſaid, Things of the utmoſt Conſequence to 
communicate to him. 

Whilit this ſecond Conſpiracy was carrying on 
againit me, of Which I was at that Time Juckily ig- 
yorant, they had but juſt helped me from out of the 
Chaiſe, The young Duke of preſenting his 
Hand, would oblige me to get into his Coach ; but 
Dubeis having ſpoke ſomething in his Ear, he ſaid 
aloud, That is wery right, and then led me to another 
which had the Marqueſs's Livery. The Coach was 
juſt going off, when a Voice cried out, Stop! Stop ! 
the fictitious Comteſfſe des Raches. Dubois, who ſmoaked 
the Matter, and had leap'd into the Coach with me, 
put his Head out of the Door, and bid the Coachman 
gallop off, and mind nothing. This Direction ſaved 
me : it was executed fo ſwiftly, that to the Misfor- 
tune of thoſe Carriages that happen'd then to ſtand 
in the Way, the Horſes being preſs'd, flew like Birds, 
daſhing, hitching, and beating down every thing they 
met, and in fine whirled me out of this cruel Dif- 
aiter, from which I began to deſpair of ever being 


= 
able to extricate myſelf. 


It was near Eleven when [I arrived at the Marquets's 
Houſe; and his People ſtood ready to receive me as I 
alighted from the Coach, preſſing to ſee a Perſon ſo 
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remarkable by the preſent Circumſtances. The Mar. 
queſs was waiting for me; he lo:k'd pale, dejected. 
and lige one who had been ſhedding Tears; he that 
was uſed to be fo neat, appeared in a very great 
Dichabille, even his very Hair ſpoke his Affliction. 
vetting a deep Sigh, he took me by the Hand, and 
ſqucez d it. As we paſs'd along the Apartments, he 
attempted to ſpeak, but could not utter a ſingle Word. 
All thele things en me to the Heart; I do not 
well rementher what paſs'd in my Mind during this 
melancholy Quarter * af an Hour ; what occurs 8 me 
perfectly well is, that my j3:ves were dry, and my 
Countenance retolute ; the Marqueſs durit not look 
me in the Face, and I never ceaſed gazing on him. 

We arrived at length at the Door of the fatal 
Apartment of the old Marquels ; it was ſo dar«en'd, 
that I cou'd diltinguiſh nothing in coming in but two 
Wax-lights, whoſe feeble Glimmering was eclipſed 
by a large green Shade. My Lover ſqueez'd my 
Hand again a ſecond time, ſigh'd once more, and 
left me in the middle of the Room, to go to his Fa- 
ther's Bed-ſide. My Lord, (cried he in a faltring 
Voice) here's lovely Jenny come to proffer you her 

Hand in Perſon ; would you have her approach?“ 
A low Voice, like that of a Perſcn in Extremity, re- 
plied : I bat do ycu ſay, Son? The Marqueſs, who in 
the Agony he was under could not repeat the Words, 
bid Porſan, the Gentleman I have often mentioned, 
tell his Father what he had been ſaying. 

The old Marqueſs had no ſooner underſtood what 
thev were ſaying to him, but he cried in a weak 
\ ©'Ce : “ Son, I am ſatisfied;“ then remained filent. 
iViy Lover aſk'd him if he would not ſee me? 
Alas!” replied he in broken Acc: ots. % hai ve not 
Strength enough, however let her draw near. k 
did ſo with Fear and Trembling : the Miarque!> tab 
ing my Hand, preſented it to his Father. i he tick 
Man called for a Light; one was brought, but it 
v.45 with Dificvity he bore the Clare of it. He 
ue Signs to have it removed, atter & hich he ſeem- 
+10 mute; and for a cor ſièerable time caſt his Eyes 

c uime on me, ſom. t ings on his Son, * Well, 
*.. mY 
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* my Lord (ſaid this dutiful Son) how do you find 
* yourſelf? Will not the Sight of what is {© dear to 
vou, afford ſome happy Turn?” ** Alas” cried the 
od Man, * it is too much, I have not Spirits to ſup- 
„port the Joy.” Then addrefing l mlelf to me : 
„ You ſay nothing, O too charming Ferry! are you 
come hither agaf inſt your Will?” 5 No, my Lord, 
(anſwer'd I, with a Reſolution I did not think myſelf 
capable cf) * and I ſwear to keep inviolable the Pro- 
| miſes your Son has made in my behalf.“ How 
6 generous is this!“ cried the old Marqueſs, * why 
« can't ] imitate it? 

Saying theſe Words, he made a Sign to For/an to 
approach him ; after which the Gentleman pre ſented 
his Hand, ſaying, he had Orders to conduct me to 
the Apartment deſign'd for me. I follow'd hira with 
a ſwollen Heart; but courageouſly reſiſted the Tears 
that were for ſome time ready to ſtart. Ter too 
this Opportunity as we were going along, to alk my 
Pardon, as he ſaid, for his having been impertinent 
to me; promiſing to be fo ſubmiſſive for the future, 
that I ſhould forget his former Want of Reſpect. I 
anſwered very coolly, that he had no Excuſes to make 
me; and that Truths, how diſagreeable ſoever they 
were, ought never to give Offence. 

The Apartment where he leſt me, was profuſely 
magnificent; the Gilding, the Sconces, and fine 
Pictures ſhin'd on all Sides. My good Aunt, wko 
nood in Admiration at all theſe things, n lade me 
obſerve them. For my Part I ſcarce ſaw or heard, 
my Heart was in ſuch a cruel State of Dejection, 
that from ſuffering ſo much, I was almoſt inſen- 
ible. 

| had not been long there, when the Houſe-S:ew- 
ard came moſt reſpectiully ro know if I would have 
Cupper ſerved up. I want nothing, ſaid I to him, 
and the greateſt Service you can do me is to let me 
retire to reſt. He aſſured me, his Orders were to 
obey me as his Maſter, and to take Care I wanted 
nothing. After this, I thought there was an End; 
but they laid a Cloth, and I was not a little ſurpri ſed 
to ſce two Napkins : I ſaid to myſelf, ſure they don't 
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know Barbara is my Aunt, and that ſhe fits at Table 
with me? My little Vanity was diſturbed on this Oc- 
caſion. 

When the Cloth was laid, a number of Livery- 
Servants bringing the Diſhes, delivered them to the 
Houſe-Steward, who placed them upon the Table. 
He wore his Hat all the white. I was not us'd to 
theſe Sort of Ceremonies; and they ſerved to amuſe 
n.e, and diſſipate my Melancholy. 

The firſt Courſe was fearce ſerved up, when a 
Valet de Chambre appeared at the Door carrying two 


Flambeaux. How great was my Surpriſe to fee him 


followed by my Lover! The Marqueſs made a law 
Bow, and after preſenting his Hand to place me at 
the Table, he ſat down over againſt me without ſay- 
ing a Syllable. | 

A Sight ſo dear, and which I no ways expected, 
threw me into a freſh Trouble, but not very inſup- 
portable. The Number of Servants in waiting was 
ſuch a Reſtraint, that I ſcarce durſt caſt my Eyes 
towards him, and as often as that happened, twas 
a ſtolen Glance. Methought, my Lover appear'd 
leſs concern d, than when 1 firſt faw him; this Dif- 
covery produced a mortal Uneaſineſs. 

J eat little; the Marqueſs was very attentive to 
ſerve me with every thing he imagin'd I could like, 
but ſaid not a Word. What is the Meaning, ſaid ! 
to myſelf, of this Silence, and theſe extraordinary 
Ways of Proceeding ? I obſerved the fame Conduct, 
and never altered it during the whole Repalt. 

As much afflicted as I was, I fat longer at Table 
than I intended. The Prefence of my Lover detain- 
ed me. At laſt I made a Motion, which being tak- 
en for a Deſire of retiring, made the Marqueſs riſe; 
he took me by the Hand, the Flambeaux led the 
Way, I was conducted into a Bed-Chamber, where 
I found two Women waiting near my Toilette, in 
order to aſſiſt in undreſſing me; one of them advanced 
an eaſy Chair the Minute I appeared, the other food 
ready to attend me. 

I was ſcarce ſeated, when the Marqueſs making 
me a very low Bow retired. I caſt my Eyes on him 
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at that Infant, and ſaw he was in Tears. This 
Sight overwhelm'd me, and inte of my Efforts, 
I burſt into a Fit of Crying. 

On: of the Women, who was ſtanding behind my 
Chair, drew near, and with great Sweetneſs begged 
I would not afflict myſelf, but employ the great thare 
of good Senſe, the World allowed me to have, in 
ſurmounting my Diſtreſſes, admitting it to be poſſible 
for me to have any in the ſplendid Condition 1 then 
was. Alas! (cried I ſobbing) I deſerve it not; 
any body but me would ſuppoit it better.“ After 
theſe Words, I aſk'd if a Woman, whom I had 
brought with me, and lov'd, was remov'd from me? 
They told me, 'was quite otherwiſe, on the con- 
trary, that they had all the Regard imaginable for 
ber in conſideration of me; that fhe was then actu- 
ally at Supper in the Steward's Farlcur, and that 
I thould fee her inſtantly. 

This Anſwer pleaſed me, as well as the kind Be- 
haviour they obſerved towards me. When my Aunt 
came, I deſired to be left alone; and was accordingly 
obeyed, I ſtood in Amazement at all this Reſpect ; 
and I judged it proceeded from their Conſideration 
of my being already the Marchioneſs of L.. } 

was not deceiy' d, that was the real Truth. 

| queition'd my Aunt very much about what the 
he ard talk d d of in the Houtz, and how they behav'd 
to her. Ah! my God (cried ſhe with Joy painted 
upon her Face) * a thouſand times better than I de- 
ſerve; I q we upped with the voung Gentleman 
* Natſe, who was extremely kind to me. Lo be 
ſure they take me for ſomebody, for even the v 
© Houſehold-Servaints, who are al! dreſſed line 
many Gentlemen, waited upon me, calliag me. 
* Mis Bab, forſootn, I knew not the Reaton of 
* this Civility ; but, I can aiture vou, I never re- 
© ceived fo much in my Life, and methinks { am in 
* Paradiſe. It is true, I believe that all this is an 
ur account; but, all's one tor that, if Lan oblig vcd 
© ty vou for it, I don't enjoy it the 1r15,” 

It I had not interrupted my ood Aunt, ſhe wor! 
have hed üll the next Morn ing, he was ſo trani- 
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ported. Tho” I was not much inclined to ſleep, I 
was ſo oppreſs'd, that my Eyes clos'd themiclves in 
ſpite of me. Barbara perceiving it, told me with 
a Yawn, I muſt go to Bed, and that ſhe would do 
the ſame with all her Heart.“ I afk'd her if ſhe 
knew where ſhe was to lie? © Yes, truly (replied ſie, 
taking a Candle) * you may be proud on it. Do you 
imagine there's any thing wanting here? whilit 
* you was at Supper, d:d not the Nurſe come aud 
* thew me all your Apartment, and the Chamber 

* allotted for me ? Do but look (faid ſhe makin” 
me... af; into a Cloſet adjoining) * at this Damat: 

* Fie!d-bed ! do you think I ſhan't ſleep well? Good 
God! (cried ſho, laying her Hand on the Bed- 
clothes) * is it not a Sin to ſpoil all this? What fine 
Sheets! (ſaid ſhe handling thera) kad our Curate 

© ever ſuch a fine Surplice ?? At every Step my Aunt 

'd ſuch Excl: umatlons, as would have made me 
» agh at any other time. She could never ſay enough 
f all this Finery, and {wore the King was never 
better accommodated. 

After patiently hearing a deal of Diſcourſe of this 
Nature, at laſt I got 10 Bed. It was not without 
Difficulty ] went to flecp; there was ſomething to 
furprifing in what had happened, that I could ſcarce 
believe ſametimes but that it was all a Dream: thefe 
flattering Ideas were of no long Continuance. tk 
taid I to my :el:, crying bitte: ly, it is but too true 
I loſe for ever what I love! Marrying the Fuck 
wi'l there remain the ſlighteſt Hopes in regard to the 
Son? Crrcat God! what have I done, ſaid J, into 
What Diſtradtions has my Grief plunged me! ought 
| 0 have conſented to this ſhocking Sacrifice? 
If it was determined that I never ſhould be united 


to my Lover, why did I not preſerve to myſelf 


1 
1 


the ferb!e Conſolation of being free, and lov- 
ung him all my Lite ? Sleep at length ſtole upon 
tas, and footh'd for ſome Hours my troubled 
Fpirits. I waz too much diſturbed for it to laſt 
long: twenty times 1 ſtarted, and feil aſlecp again 
at diſte rent intervals, It was broad Day when I 
awaken'd, and £4:rbara, accuſtom'd to carly riſing. 
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had been up above an Hour: ſhe aſk'd me if I was 
ſick, ſaying, ſhe had heard me make heavy Moan. 
* Alas! (anſwer'd I) my Mind ſuffers more than 
„ my Body.” So much the worſe (anſwered ſhe) 
* the Body will ſoon feel the Effects of it.” Poor 
Barbara little thought how much Truth ſhe (po <« : 
'twas not long before I knew it by fatal Expe- 
rience. 

The Moment I was up, the ſame Women [I had 
diſmiſs'd the Night before, enter'd my Apartment, 
and beg'd Leave to dreſs me, in order to go to the 
Marqueſs, who defir'd the Favour of ſeeing me as 
ſoon as poſſible, I ſhudder'd at a Requeſt, I knew 
to be an Order, and fat down to have my Head 
dreſs'd. 

Calling my Eyes on the Pictures that hung in my 
Apartmnt, I was ſtruck with a Face which reſem- 
bled that of my Lover. What lovely Child's Pic- 


“ ture is that?“ cricd I with ſome Emotion. The 
young Warquels { (ropied ſhe wie was dreſſing me ) 
and th: next to it is our firſt Lady.“ "How ! 


(ſaid I) has the Marqueſs been twice married?“ 


No, Mad-moiſelle (ſaid the Chambermaid) but 
Nas we look upon you as our ſecond, I may be al- 

* low the Expreſſion.“ I was ſilent: this Diſcourſe 
ſtruck me to the Heart. I could not bring my:-'t.to 
look calmly on the "Thought. Our Minds, like our 
Hearts, cannot ſuffer any thing diſagreeable, but 
make all manner of Efforts to remove it. 

I was but juſt dreſſed when there came a Valet d 
Chambre from the young Marqueſs, to Know how 
I had paſſed the Night, and if I was diſpoſed to go 
to his Father's Apartment. I anſwer'd, I was ready 
when he ple aſ.d; and aſk'd how the ſick Lord did. 
The Valet de Chambre toll me © he had a very good 

Night, and that he ſpoke with much greater Faci- 

* lity tha he had done ; which, they faid, was a 
good Sign, and gave great Hopes of his Recovery.” 
Upon this comes For/an, and told me * they waited 
„ for me with Impatience, to read the Contract 
„to me that was juſt drawn up, and to have it 
*&:-hon'd;.” 


The 
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The very Name of Contract threw me into a 
cold Sweat : I thought, replied I, they would not 
perform that Ceremony till the Marqueſs's Recovery, 
« He'll take care 22 the Gentleman molt un- 
mercifully) “ not to delay his Happineſs: he has 
* ſpent beit part of the Night in giving Inſtruction; 
* to the Lawyer; and you yourſelf will be Judge 
how much to your Advantage: there is noc a 
„Woman in all Paris, let her be who ſhe will, who 
« would not be in your Place; in leſs than three 
% Months you'll think fo too.“ 

I don't well know how I got to the ſick Perſon's 
Chamber: my Knees bent under me thro' Trouble 
ard Weakneſs. I found two Strangers there, one 
was writing, whillt t'other dilated at one End of 
the Room. I juCged they were procecding upon the 
crue] Contract. 

The od Marqueſs was fitting up; as there was 
more light ia the Room than the Night before, I 


Was furprit ed to find his Looks fo little altered, to- 


what one might have expected. He took me by the 
Hand, and ſqueez'd it with much greater Violence 
than one could have imagined from his Condition, 
gate Orders to be left alone with me, and then 
poke as follows : 

Jewny, hear me ; I have bat two Words to fay. 
The State to which you ſee me reduced, is owing 
to you; and if I recover, *tis to you I ſhall be 
benolden tor my Life. My Son aſſures me you 
are ready to make me happy; Dubois has given 
me an Account after what an heroick Manner you 
_ nted to this Sacrifice: It is not yet too late, 

ay bat the Word, and PII releaſe you, and ſacrifice 
in cy Turn the ſmall Remnant of Life l have yet 
to come.” © My Word is engaged to your Son, my 
Lord (cried I reſolutely) and I do not recall it 
ſince he loves you ſo well as to offer you all he holds 
dear in this Life, L onght to convince him that ſhe, 
. 10 has Leen judged worthy of his Love, can like- 
wiſe imitate his noble Example.” Enough (an- 


ſwer'd he) * call ia my Son, and let them read the 
Contract. 


«i 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt they were obeying his Orders, the old 
Marqueſs a{k'd me if my being fo near him was not 
diſagreeable to me ? I anſwered only with a low 
Bow. My Lover came in; he was dreſied like one 
going to a Party of Pleaſure: That Melancholy, 
which clouded his Face the Night before, was dii- 
perſed. How cruelly did I ſuſfer * 'This ſecond 
Effort (cried his Father, giving him his Hand) 
moves me as much as the firſt ; your contented 
* Looks convince me, and prove how dear ] am 
to you. I wiſh to God, Mademoiſelle, (ſaid he) you 
# were ſo either in Behaviour or Inclination!” [ 
had no Anſwer to make; the Caſt of my Counte- 
nance would have bely'd all I could have ſaid. I ob- 
ſerved the young Marqueſs ſhun'd my Eyes, and 
that in ſpite of an Air of Satisfaction, he ſuffered in- 
wardly. This Obſervation eas'd me a little: he ſtill 
loves me, faid I to myſelf; and like a Victim he is 
adorn'd with Chaplets of Flowers only to decorate 
the Sacrifice. The reading of the Contract inter- 
rupted my Reflections. 

The Titles of the Parties were paſſed over, and 
they came immediately to the Articles that regarded 
me. I had a Jointure of four "Thouſand Livres; 
Jewels to the amount of one hundred thouſand Li- 
vres; a Coach, and a Houſe with Furniture in cafe 
of my Huſband's Death without Iſſue. But, in caſe 
of Iſſue by him, I was to enjoy his whole Eſtate till 
the Children were at Age, when I was obliged to 
account with them for the Profits of it. 

Tho? I underſtood little of Buſineſs, I was fome- 
what ſurpriſed to hear no mention made of his only 
Son; I thought to myſelf he ought to have been 
the principal Party in this authentick Inſtrument ; 
and he bchaved himſelf ſo well in this Affair, as to 
dcſerve to be conſidered in his Turn. This Idea 
firuck me fo ſtrongly, that I could not help com- 
municating my Thoughts of it. She is an adora- 
ble Creature (cried the old Marquefs ;) what Juſt- 
neſs of Reaſoning ! what Fund of Equity! Sne 
is a real Treaſure.” After this, he fpcke to me : 
Make yourſelf eaſy, Jenny, my Son ard I arc 

agreed; 
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* agreed; every thing is ſettled betwixt us, he will 
de ſatisfied, and ſo will you.” : 

After they had read over the Contract, they brought 
it to the old Marqueſs to ſign. It was then preſented 
to the Son, who did the ſame; however, not able 
to conſtrain himſelf ſo well, but that he let drop a 
Sigh. This Proof of the Violence he did himlelf, 
and the Tears which forced their Way in ſpite of 
him, moved me to ſuch a Degree, that I let the Pen 
fall twice from my Fingers before I could ſign my 
Name. The old Marqueſs, ſick as he was, obſerved 
it. Ah! do not force her to it,“ cried he; then 
turn'd himſelf to the other Side. 

The Marqueſs taking hold of this Interval threw 
himſelf at my Feet. Ah! what are you doing, 
« Jenny? (laid he all in Tear) have you a mind | 
* ſhould loſe my Father?” The Accent with which 
theſe Words were pronounced made me tremble to 
the very Heart, and I ſign'd my Name. 

The old Marqueſs, whom his Son inform'd what 
T had done, turn'd himſelf round, and gave me his 
Hand: Enough, Jenny, (ſaid he) I know your Sin- 
* cerity, and am fatisfied; the greater Difficulty you 
had, the more generous is your Conduct.“ After 
that he declar'd he was diſpos'd to go to Reſt, and 
order'd Fer/an to conduct me back again to my 
Apartment, and to uſe his Endeavours to amuſe me. 

We all went out of his Chamber, the Marqueſs 
only remained; he waitcd on me to the Door, and 
made me Signs of Approbation and Satisfaction. 


Alas! it gave me ſome ſmall Comfort: How cruel 


muſt one's Situation be, „hen obliged to catch at 
ſuch Trifles ! 

[ was ſcarce got to my Aparment, but I found my- 
ſelf indiſpos'd; they were obliged to put me to Bed; 
a Minute after a Shivering indicated a Fever. I un- 
derwent the Paroxiſm; it ſoon turn'd to a hot Fit, 
but did not continue, and I ſoon grew better. 

My Lover was intirely ignorant of what had hap- 
pen'd to me: there was not one of the whole Fa- 
mily that did not adore him, and would not have 
laid down their Lives for him. They all knew. — 

car 
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dear it had coſt him to mate this Sacrifice to his 
Father; and 'twas apprehended with Reaſon, that 
if he were made acquamted with what had befallen 
me, it might have Conſequences fatal both to the 
Father and Son. 
However, it was impoſlible any longer to keep 
him 12norant of my Situation. My Preſence had 
work'd a Miracle in favour of the old Marqueſs ; he 
vas viſibly recover'd thereby, and they had con- 
ceived great Hopes. He was no ſooner come to 
himſelf, but he had a mind to finiſh the Marriage; 
and he carried it with ſo much Secrecy, that except 
Fer/an, to whom he had giv en his Orders, every one 
imagined the Celebration of the Marriage would not 
be perform'd the Evening after ſigning the Contract. 
His Son did not even know it, till the Prieſt was 
come : he ſent for him, and ſaid, * He had now but 
* one Proof more of his 'Tenderneſs to aſk, which 
* was, to conduct me into his Apartment: tat the 
Apprehenſion he was under of expiring every Mi- 
* nute, raade him deſire to have the Conſolation of 
leaving me his Name before it was too late.” The- 
Marqueſs, ever a prod Son, ſtifled his Grief, and the 
better to prove his Zeal, went away precipitately, 
in order to fetch me the ſooner : but what became 
of him, whcn as he enter'd my Room they made 
Signs to him to tread ſoftly! © How now ! (cried 
he, being told that I was in Bed, and not knowing 
the Cauſe) did not I ſend Word to deſire Mademoi- 
« {clic miahit not got to Bed before ſhe had ſpoke to 
my Father?” Evers body was ſilent; no one 
durt ſpeak ; in he, Se he obev'd. Flow wrs 
de ſtruck after Ras Ef all I had ſuffer'd ! Ah? 
(cried he in a pretty loud Voice) * this is what I al- 
* ways dreailea.” 
| was not aſleep, theſe Words made me open my 
Eyes: I faw it was my Lover: Approach (faid [ 
to him) vou ſeem troubled, what * Huld you have 
* farther with me?” The Marqueſs fearing to op- 
preſs me afreſh, durſt not tell me the Nature of his 
Metſage, before he had enquired about my Health. 


1 anſwer'd him, that I felt no Pain, for fear of gir- 
ing 
— 


258 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


ing him any Uneaſineſs. Theſe Aſſurances brought 
him back to his Deſigns: he intreated me in the 
tendereſt Terms to finiſh what I had ſo well begun, 
The Calmneſs with which I anſwer'd him, he 
© ſhould have Reaſon to be content,“ or the Notion 
he conceiv'd that he ought to inform me why my 
Preſence was requir'd, leſt the Surpriſe might oc- 
caſion ſome cruel Accident, made him impruden:ly 
own the Reaſon why he preſs'd me to riſe. My 
Love for him was ſtill ſtrong enough to give him 
this freſh Inſtance of my Attachment. The Mar- 
queſs paſs'd into another Room; they dreſs'd me; 
and although my Legs tremoled under me, and |! 
could ſcarce ſee out of my Eyes, I follow'd him, 
and forced myſelf to finiſh this Sacrifice, let it colt 
me what it would, 

Every thing was ready for the fatal Ceremony, 
Upon entering the Room I was conducted to tte 
Bed-ſide. The Prieſt advanced, I gave myſelt aud 
Lover for loſt. Reſolution yielded to Nature; a 
Shivering ſciz'd my Limbs, and a cold dewy Sweat 
ſpread ' itſelf over my Face: I gave a great Sh:ick, 
and fell to the Ground. 

My Fainting ended in a high Fever, which re- 
doubled, and brought me to the laſt Extremity ; the 
third Day it abated. But how great was my Sur- 

riſe ! when offering to rub my Face, I found my 
and withheld, IE was told, that the little Life [ 
had left, depended on keeping myſelf warm. This 
made me judge myſelf in Danger; I begg'd the 
Perſon who tended me, not to diflemble the Nature 
of my Illneſs. It was ſome time before I receiv'd 
an Anſwer; I could hear them cry, which only 
ferv'd to increaſe my Apprehenfions and Impaticnce. 
At laſt one ſaid, The young Lady's good Senſe 
* and Piety will prevent any ill Conſequence from 
* her knowing it is the Small-Pox.* © How! the 
** ſmall Pox! (cried I) O Heavens! I am gone!” 
No, Mademoſſelle (replied the Prieſt who had been 
called in;) take Courage, and place your Confi- 
* dence in God; if this farourable Turn continues, 
* you will fgon be out of Danger.“ “ You mult 
not 
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«« not flatter me, Sir, (replied I) for God's ſake tell 
the real Truth, that I may take care of my poor 
% Sol.“ 

The Clergyman approved of my Reſolutions, 
eommended me for them, and ſaid, that the greater 
Peace the Mind enjoy'd, Nature would be the bet- 
ter able to exert itſelf, I was under ſo great a Dread 
of appearing unprepar'd before the Judgment Seat of 
God, that I confeſs'd myſelf with great Devotion. 
After this I found myſelf much better, and, for the 
firſt Time ſince my Iineſs, began to reflect. 

My firſt thoughts were, whether or no the young 
Marqueis was acquainted with the Nature of m 
Diſtemper. 1 was at a loſs how to get the Fruth from 
my Attendants, I was convinced they were all at 
the old Marqueſs's Beck, and conſequently would 
not be pleas'd at my aſking any ſuch Qeſtions. Af- 
ter ſome Debate with myſeli „ pitch d upon a Pre- 
text I thouglit plauſible, which was to cnguire after 
the old Marqueſs Health. I was anſwer'd, * that 
* the Accident which happen'd to me in his Preſence, 
* had like to have coſt him his Life, but that now 
he had been two Days out of Danger.“ And the 
young Marqueſs?” continued I. He is pretty 
well,“ (anſwer'd they.) That pretty well ſtartled me. 
Does he know (added I) what ails me?“ God for- 
* bid he ſhould, (replied they) nobody dares inform 
* him of it, as the Conſequences might he fatal.” 

The laſt Word ftruck me; it was a Slip, and they 
endeavour'd in vain to palliate it. I concluded my 
belov'd Admirer was ſick; I found it afterwards to 
be but too true. 

However, I pretended not to ſuſpect it. I refoly- 
ed to take the firſt Opportunity with my Aunt, to 
ſet her a talking, ſhe was too fimple to diſguiſe the 
Truth; but Care had been taken to prevent me. 
When 1 enquir'd for her, Anſwer was made, that ſhe 
had deſir'd leave to be abſent a few Days, ſince ſh* 
could be of no Service to me, and that ſhe would re- 
turn after the had finiſh'd her Buſineſs. I faw thro 
the Artiſice, and judged ſomething was the matter, 
which I muſt not 1 exper? to be acquainted withal. 


260 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


So much Uneaſineſs, or the Courſe of the Diſtem- 
per, brought on the Fever again, and the Paroxiſm 
was ſo violent, that I was judged to be in extreme 
Danger. When my Aunt heard this, ſhe would not 
be denied, but inſiſted on ſeeing me. As they gave 
me over, ſhe was at laſt admitted. She no fooner 
ſet her Foot in my Chamber, but ſhe bawl'd out, 
* that ſhe was my Servant, and would have the Ma- 
* nagement of me, otherwiſe ſhe would tell every 
body that they had kill'd me only to vex her.' 
This lucky Anger ſaved my Life. Her Method way 
directly contrary to what haa hitherto been obſerv'd; 
ſhe gave me Wine, took off ſome of the Clothes by 
degrees when I was too hot; and in fine, was ſo 
careful of me, that in four Days the Pocks, which had 
begun to ſtrike in again, filled much better than could 
have been expected. 

Dear Barbara no ſooner ſaw this Change, but ſhe 
pronounced me out of Danger, and undertook to an- 
ſwer for my Recovery, provided they did not teaze 
me as they had hitherto done. 

Theſe Words being reported to the old Marqueſs, 
vho was on the mending hand, and who had Rea- 
ſons, as will be ſeen very ſhortly, to ſend continually 
to enquire after my Health; theſe Words, I ſay, for- 
warded the Acknowledgement of a Reſolution I had 
little Reaſon to expect: He {ent Dates to tell my 
Aunt, * ſhe might aſſure me, he would not give me 


* be recover'd, he would ſend me ſuch News, as 
* would obtain a Pardon for all the Uneaſineſs he 
had created me.” Barbara having communicated 
this to me, calling all the Saints in Heaven to wit- 
neſs the Truth of what the ſaid, I was ſo much re- 
hev'd by it, that in a ſhort time I was much 
mended. 

Barbara took ſo much vpon her in my Apart- 
ment, and there were ſuch {ri&t Orders given ter 
every one to obey her, that I was no longer peſter'd 
with my former Attendants. I had two fignal Fa- 
yours to beg of her, which hitherto I durſt not men- 
tion, becauſe the Moment I began to ſpeak, the 
: too 
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took upon her and enjoin'd Silence, telling me very 
harihly, muſt either Ie ruled or buried. This was 
ſo terrifying, that I held my Peace in a Moment; 
and no little Girl, though never ſo well bred, ever 
ſtood more in Aue of her Mother; fo excellent a 
Means is Fear to promote Obedience. 

It was now the thirteenth Day of my Illneſs, and 
ſtill I was not ſuffer'd to talk, when at laſt Liberty 
of Speech was a little indulged me. This was new 
Life. Ah! my dear Friend (cried I pulling her to 
me, and taking her about the Neck) ** to you it is 
„ that I owe my Life; I will never forget it.” © Let's 
© hear no more of that (ſaid the good Creature) J 
have only done my Duty, and deſerve no Praiſe on 
* that Score; you have nothiag to do but get well, 
that we may go back to our Village. That is ſome- 
* thing like a Paradiſe (continued ſhe, ſetting her 
Hands on her Sides ;)* I prefer it to all your fine Apart- 
ments and your Paris, where one breathes nothing 
but Infections and Misfortunes. Go, go, talk no 
more about it, one had better a hundred times be 
poor, than pay ſo dear for being rich.” 

My Aunt, who was always tranſported when the 
was thinking of her Village, ſaid a great deal to the 
ſame Purpoſe ; I let her vent her Humour; after 
which, addreſſing myſelf to her: Now, my dear 
Friend (ſaid I) you muſt do me one Kindneſs, and 
*« you will complete my Cure.” I wiſh it don't 
* hinder. it (replied ſhe ;) PI lay a Wager you are 


going to enquire aſter the Marqueſs, the young ' 


* one I mean; for as to the old one, I am not ſuch 
* a Fool as to imagine you are any was concern'd 
* about lim.” “ You gueſs right (ſaid I miking 
much of her) “ where is he? what is he doing!“ 

* If you mult know (replied my Aunt looking down, 
which was her Way when ſhe told a Lye) he is in 
the Country, but will ſoon return.“ Ah! (con- 
tinued I) “* how have I deſerved that you ſhould 
*« impoſe on me? I ſee plainly you no longer love 
„% me.” Saving this, I turn'd to the other Side, 
and feign'd to be very angry. There it is now, 
(cried ſhe) * every Trifle puts her out of Humour; 
vit 
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* if I don't anſwer her, ſhe cries; and if I ſhould, 
* ſhe would cry much more: ane does not know 
* what to do! There is Plague enough with ſome 
+ ſort of People.” 

Leſs than this was ſufficient to alarm me very 
cruelly, © Well then (ſaid I) ſince you will not ſatis- 
« fy me, I will riſe and go myſelf.” —— * God forbid, 
«« dear Child (cried my Aunt running to me.) Well 
« then, compoſe yourſelf, and I will tell you the 
«© Truth, provided you promiſe to place your Confi- 
«« dence in God, and not be vex'd.” I promiſed every 
thing ſhe defir'd ; but, alas! what did I hear? 

That amiable Lover, of whom I was fo ford, 
was taken ill upon my Fainting away ; the Con- 
ftraint he laid upon himſelf, to give his Father 
Proofs of a more than filial Tenderneſs, affected his 
Blood, and threw him into a burning Fever. He 
talked and raved continually on me; when the 
Paroxiſms came on, they were oblig'd to bind him, 
he baving in one of them broke from thoſe who at- 
tended him, and run to my Apartment to fee me. 
The Infection of the Small-Pox, which he had never 
had, fſeiz'd him, and for eight Days there were little 
or no Hopes of his Life. 

This Account overwhelm'd me: but I durft not 
betray myſelf, for fear of not hearing the real State 
of my Admirer. My Aunt aſſured me, that two 
Days before, his Father having ſent him a Meſſage, 
he began to mend ; but every one agreed he would 
be very much mark'd, and become as homely as he 
had been handſome before he fell ill. 

« Ah! what care I whether he be handſome or 
not (I cried) if his Life is but ſafe. Oh! Hea- 
vens, how unfortunate am J, not to be in a 
“Condition to tend him! Yes, deareſt of Men, I 
« would never leave your Bed-ſide, you ſhould be 
convinced by my Tenderneſs in — Barbara in- 
terrupted me very ſternly, ſaying, *© I had talk d 
but too much, that I muſt compoſe myſelf if I 
intended ever to be well.“ I was for replying, 
but upon her telling me in a reſolute Manner, that 
if I would not comply, I mult not expect to hear 
any 
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any more of the Marqueſs, I vielded for fear of what 
ſhe threaten'd. I held my Peace ; but my Mind ex- 
erted itſelf, 

The other Favour | intended to beg of my Aunt, 
and which gave me great Anxiety, was to conſult 
my Looking-glaſs, that I might judge what Con- 
dition I was in, and whether the Small-Pox had 
ſpared me. I was very uneaſy, as often as I re- 
fleted thar my Beauty might poſſibly vaniſh : but, 
to do myſelf juſtice, | muſt fay it was not entirely 
on a Principle of Vanity, that I was troubled ; tho” I 
[ was fond enough of my Face, yet I did not carry 
my Folly to any great Exceſs; there was another 
Cauſe to which is was at preſent owing. Heavens ! 
cried I to myſelf, what will become of me if I grow 
ugly ? Will my Lover know me again ? Did not that 
fatal Beauty inſpire his Paſſion? Will it not be ex- 
tinguiſh'd with the Luſtre of what firſt created it ? 
This diſmal Thought pierced my very Soul; it was 
in vain to comfort myſelf with reflecting on his gene- 
rous Sentiments and Probity ; ſtill a Doubt remain'd 
which overwhelm'd me, and this Apprehenſion was 
a Hindrance to my Recovery. 

The next Day I heard a piece of News which 
pleas'd me. St. Fal was come, and appear'd incon- 
ſolable at the Recital of what I had gone through, 
and the Condition I was then in: he ſent me word, 
that as ſoon as ever it was practicable, he would wait 
on me to expreſs his Concern for my Illneſs. 

He came ten times a Day to the Door to be in- 
form'd how I was. My Aunt added, that he never 
left his Couſin, and that the poor Lad had enough to 
do in tending two fick People: the tuo were the 
young Marqueſs and myſelf; as for the Father, he 
was perfectly recover'd, as we ſoon Izarnt. 

I promis'd myſelf great Satis factiou in ſeeing this 
amiable Friend: I had a P:5jct to execute, and 
which took up my Thoughts tor ſome Days. St. 
FaPs Probity was too well known to me, to admit 
of the leaſt Diſtruſt, neither did I queſtion his Dif 
cretion. The Deſign was ridiculous enough, but 
ſuited with the Delicacy of my Way of T N 
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It was always my Opinion, that a Humour may he 
indulged, provided it tends to nothing criminal, 
though a little out of the Way ; for that's nothing, 
where Pleaſure and Fancy find their Account. 

But, before I executed my Project, I was curious 
to diſcover what Effect the Small-Pox had%on my 
Face ; with this View, I took the Opportunity of 
my Aunt's being in a good Humour, who was cer- 
tainly very excuſable if ſhe was ſometimes other- 
wiſe, confidering her continual Fatigues. I defir'd 
her, not without bluſhing, to bring me my Dreſſing- 
glaſs. © What to do (cried ſhe) not to ſhift your 
* Head-clothes, I hope? Certainly you are not {6 
mad.“ Lord, no (replied I) do you think I 
« would be ſo indiſcreet? nothing but a little Cu- 
« riofity”——* Oh, is that all?“ (cried ſhe interrupt- 
ing me; What, you are afraid of being as homely 
as the young Marqueſs? Nay, nay, if that be all, 
make yourſelf eaſy. I'll hold a Wager you are not 
* mark'd, thanks to my Lard, with which you have 
been. better anointed, than Mr. Gripart was, when 
* catch'd making Love to my Niece.” I ſuffer'd the 
good Woman to have her Talk out; after which | 
renew'd my Requeſt, and with ſome Muttering ſhe 
complied. 

Though I had reaſon to expect the Conſequence of 
the Pocks, which I was ſenſible cover'd me all over, 
yet J was ſo frighten'd at the hideous Roughnets of 
my Skin, which before was ſo ſmooth, that I ſcream'd 
out and let fall the Glaſs. I told vou what would 
come on't” (cried Barbara pickir g up the Pieces; 
vou are much the bettter for your Curioſity tulv. 
„Good God! my dear Friend” (faid I very impa- 
tiently) “ don't be ſo much concern'd for the Loſs; | 
„ ſhould not value that, if I did not look fo fright- 
ful.“ Marry come up (replied my Aunt) if you 
are a Fool (begging your Pardon) I can't help it: 
who told you that you were ugly? Fl take my 
* Oath, you will be hand{omer than ever.” 

was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded of the contrary to 
what ſhe ſaid, that I cried bitterly, - * Well or ill. 
* as our good Patron ſhall order it (cried Barb: 7 
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of Heaven? Go, you don't deſerve to have any 
Care taken of you; and, fince you have ſo little 
Confidence in my Skill, I know what I'll do; I'H 
go back to my Village, and God for us all.” 
This Was ever her Threat, and I was ſure to have it. 

In order to make my Peace, I promiſed her not to 
cry any more; but, upon Condition that I might ſee 
myſelt again. Another Glaſs was brought. Whe- 
ther through Prejudice, or from what ſhe had ſaid, I 
know not, but methought I did not ſeem fo frightful 
as at firſt: to be better ſatisfied, I lifted up one of 
the dried Pocks, and ſaw with Pleaſure that the Skin 
was ſmooth underneath. This put new Life into me, 
as it freed me from much Uneaſineſs. What meer 
Trifles affect us either with Joy or Sorrow | We are 
but Children at all Ages, Toys are ſtill our Purſuit ; 
under different Forms, it's true, but, in Reality, 
much the ſame. 


The Day following afforded me ſuch convincing 
Proofs of the Margue/s's Recovery, that I no longer 
doubted the Truth of what I was told concerning it. 
He wrote to me. What Joy! His Letter confiſted 
but of four Lines, and yet did me more good tham 


all the Doctors and Apothecaries put together. 


1 


4 An aſer'd that yeu are upon the Recovery; this 

has wrought a perfect Cure in me: if your Lowe 
equals mine, you will not be long in folluwving my Ex- 
anple. Was not my Honour engag d, I would tell you 
what urgent Meotives I have to wiſh it. I muſt leave 
you ta gueſs ; my Father having reſerved to himſelf the 
Privilege of infirming you. Aditu, my deareſt ; mane 
me eaſy as ſeen as pri/ehle. 


This powerful Remedy was fo efficacious, that my 
Heart overflowing with Joy, gave new Vigour to 
my whole Body. Intwo Days I had Strength enough 
to write an Anſwer. St. Fal, who was now admit- 
ted into my Chamber, and to whom I communicated 
my Deſign, undertodk to deliver it. I had engaged 
tim to be trac te me, nor was J deceiv'd. 
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Ya a Defire of ſeeing you, my dear Marqueſs, cone 
make me well, I ſhould be able this Mement to tell 


you in Perſon that you are my only Happineſs, Vet alas ! 
notabithſtanding my Eagerne/; to behold you, I am afraid 
I muſt expe a cold Reception. I am quite altered; ; my 
tau Charms are naw no more, as I plas! "ly diſcover 
awith my own Eyes : TI only valued them, as they ſecured 
me your Aﬀetions. What can I think ? muſt I bewail 
the Los of them ? 


T waited St. Fal's Return with the greateſt Impa- 
tience ; never did Moments ſeem ſo tedious before. 
Ah! cried I to myſelf, the bare Idea of my being 
grown homely, has perhaps effected what I 10 
much dreaded! What Blindneſs, that Men ſhould 
doat on a vain Outſide, which a vicious Turn ot 
Mind often renders contemptible, and Where the 
Eye is not taken at once, never give themſelves the 
Trouble to examine, whether the Want of ſuch 
tri ling Allurements may not be richly ſupplied from 
within! Is it poflible, that a Man to whom I had 
given my Heart, and whom I have fo much eſteem'd, 
ſhould be ſo very worthleſs as to fix his Affections on 
a little more or leſs Beauty? His Anſwer put an End 
to my Cares and reſolv'd my Doubts. 

St. Fal brought it laughing very heartily; * you 
© have occaſion'd (faid he) one of the moſt comical 
Scenes that ever happened.“ Stay, (ſaid I) let 
« me be ſatisfied here firſt, before we go any farther.” 
A Serenity appeared in my Countenance on reading 
the firſt Words ; he reproach” 4 me in the tendereft 
Manner for doubting his Conftancy, and the little 
Streſs I laid upon his Sentiments. Ds you attribute, 
ſaid he, to your Charms, the Reſedt and Ejieem ny 
Hart cancel d a fr. m the hf Mame nt [ was acguð ted 
cuir your aniichle Character, en: Cel d with Ja my 
7 11 Val, ntl Vualife tions f WT 5 44 the Be, auty I adn: 6» 
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The Letter conciuded with banttring me; he at- 
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Sentiments, and refer'd me to &. Fal for an Explica- 
tion. This made me ftill fonder than ever; and J 
was fo charm'd with the Letter, that I kiſs'd it with 
the greateſt Warmth, | | 

St. Fal finiſh'd what the other had began. You 
don't know (faid he} that your Note has put a 
Thing into the Margugſi's Head, which perhaps he 
had never thought on otherwiſe. After he had 
bit his Nails, according to Cuſtom, he call'd for 
a Looking-glaſs, and having examin'd himſelf for 
ſome Time, he cried out, Truly I have great Rea- 
© /on to be nice indeed! and then: Lite ag I am, 
St. Fal! The Deuce take me, I ſhall ne ver dare lecł 
« Jenny ix the Face again! I burit into a Fit of 
* Laughing at his Exclamations, and a Dialogue en- 
* ſued that was pleaſant enough. I infifted upon 
© hearing the Particulars." S/. Fal, finding it amus'd 
me, complied with my Requeſt. We are never ti- 
red with talking of what is dear to us, and it was 
paſt my Hour of Repoſe before I percciv'd it. My 
good Aunt, who was inflexible on that Head, took 
upon her, and, as ſhe was in the right, we readily 
ſubmitted. 

[ was confin'd to my Bed eight Days more, but 
the Time did not ſeem long. The amiable Sz. Fal 
brought me News of the Marque/; three Times a 
Day, and he as often heard from me. The Meſ- 
ſages I received from his Father, who frequently ſent 
a Valet de Chambre to enquire how I did, bid me 
haſten my Recovery, for that he deſign'd me a Pre- 
ſent, which would be highly acceptable. I durſt not 
interpret the Meaning of this, for fear of deceiving 
myſelf, and encreaſing my Vexation in caſe of a Dit- 
appointment. 

I know not whether the Mind has a Foreknow- 
ledge of what is to happen, or only gueſſes at it; 
but I enjoy'd a greater Serenity than ever I had ex- 
perienced before: I had not a Moment's Uneaſineſs; 
or if a little Cloud aroſe, a thouſand Rays of Hone 
well-grounded as I thought, without knowing why, 
ſoon diſperſed it. This interior Tranquillity was 3 
Forerunner of the Happineſs which waited for me. 
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The Day I began to fit up, Dubois came from the 
Margugſi to inform me he had received a Viſit from 
his Father, who was perfectly recover'd: He ac- 
* knowledged that the Sight had given him great 
« Pleaſure, and renewed his Senſe of the Obligation 
* he owed me; being convinced, that next to God 
* he was beholden to me for his Father's Recovery.” 
He added, that though there was no mention of it, 
© he did not doubt but his Father was of the ſame 
Opinion, and that notwithſtanding he was forbid 
« ſeeing me till farther Orders, he was not alarm'd 
© at it, when he conſider'd the Manner in which the 
Command was impoſed.“ Dubois encouraged me 
not to be diſheartened at this. The old Margue/s 
(ſaid he) is poſitive, and will be obeyed, but good- 
« natur'd and juſt at the ſame time, and I think his 
going into the Country no bad Omen; doubileſs he 
* has his Reaſons, and Vl lay a Wager, we hear from 
him in eight and forty Hours Time. Such is the 
Man, mvſterious to the laſt Moment; - but to do 
him Juſtice, never obſtinately in the wrong, nor 
caſily difluaded from what is right.” 

Laſc'd Dubois, „ if he thought the old Mer 
« would ſee me before he left the Town ?” Na, 
bene er'd he) © for he dreads a ſick Perſon like Death 
« itſelf. And certainly his Tendernefs for his Son 
muſt be at the higheſt Pitch, ſince he could cong acr 
himſelf fo far as to make kia a Viſit; and if you 
kaev the Precautions he took before he enter'd the 
Room, and the Diſtance he kept when there, you 
would conclude ge PF rehenſions border'd on Folly. 
Dubois auded, „ that he took his Ne Phew with 
« him, though it was caſily diſcerned that the Journey 
* was no ways agreeable; but that his Complaiſ. ice 
would prevent his ſhowing any Diſtike.“ Indeed, 
St. Fal's Character ſurpaſſes every thing I ever met 
with ; and the Woman, who is ſo happy as to engage 
his Affection and beceme his Wife, may juſtly boat 
ſhe poſſiſes the Phœniz of Men. 

Duloi and] were very deep in Converſation, when 
J heard à Noiſe at the Door. Go, (ſaid I to my 
Aunt) and fee who it is.“ Ah! ah (ney 
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bnir, ſeeing the Door ſet wide open by one of the 
old Marui s Valet de Chambre) it is he himſelf 
come to bid you adieu; his Affection muſt be very 

great to have brought him hither.“ It was the old 
Margue/5, who ſtopping ſhort about four Steps from 
the Door, call'd out, I am come to know how you 
« do, and take my Leave.” I turn'd towards the 
Door, and congratulated with him on his Recovery. 
I have a great deal to ſay to you (continued he) © at 
« our next Meeting: I am ordered to take the Coun- 
try Air, and am going; but, wie ſhall ſee one an- 
« other ſhortly ; In the mean time, I'll ſend a Lacy 
« to keep 161 Company, a particular Friend of 
«« yours, and one you will be glad to ſce, Farewel, 
"4 lovely Fenny take care of yourſelf ; remember it 13 
« I who deſire it; our Separation will be but ſhort.” 
Sa, ing this, he made a low Bow and retird. 

Sr. Ful came the next Moment. Well, charm- 
ing Jeum, (laid he) you have had a Viſit from my 
* Uncle; it's a great Sacriſice he makes to you.T 1 
am overjoy'd (anfwcr'd I;) but, can't you inform 
„% me, who this Friend is that he will fend, and 1 
* ſhail be fo glad to ſee?” + It is a Myftery (re- 
plied the Count) © he would not let me into the Se- 
« cret ; but he loves to ſurprize every body. Cer- 
« tainly (ſaid I) it muſt be Sr. Agnes he means,” 
That cannot be (replied S. Fal) tor the is pong 
* out of Town; I faw both her and her Huſband 
ſince my Return; they came to enquire after your 
« Healih before they ſet out.” © How | (cried 1 has 
« ſhe been fo obliging, and I know nothing of it? 
My Aunt, who came in, .\Tur'd me, the Lady had 
leut conftantly every Day, but that I was then fo ill, 
that it was improper to let me know it. 

Still my Head run on this Friend I was pr omis'd, 
but cculd not imagine who it could be. &. Fal's 
tak ing his Leave, and his ger.crous . as 
he ſaid, to make Love give Place to Friend ſhip, was 
very moving, and banifh'd all other Thoughts: In 
return for ſo noble a Conuuct, and ſuch Ditintereſt- 
edneſs, [ promis'd that my Study ſhould be to deſerve. 
it; in which I have been as good as my Word. 
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Dinner was but juſt over when I was told that a 
Lad ly enquir'd whether ſhe could fee me without 
giving any Cneatineſs: I guelis'd it was the Perſon 
about vom I had been ſo inquiſitive: My Anſwer 
was, that I long'd to ſee her. Alas! nothing was 
ever ſaid with greater Truth: it was Madame de 
C I ſercam'd for Joy, and open'd my Arms to 
receive her, ſhe threw herfelf upon me. The Plea- 
fure of ſceing cach other after fo long an Abſence, 
was too great not to bercave us both of Speech for 
me Time. At lat I broke filence, crying opt, 
Is it you, Madam? Nay, then let Fortune do its 
„ ort, it I have found you again; in all the fe- 
* vere Trials babe undergone ſince I was torn from 
you, m A .ind has ever preſe: vd your dear Idea. 
% The P'ledge you left me of your Friendſhip, the 
% dear bi ture, which I have kiſed a thouſand 

Times, is a ſilent Witneſs” Poor Thing! 
(ned Moudame de ( — interrupting me) * ſhe is 
« ſtill the fame; her Gratiude charms me.“ Her 
E-pref6or.5 on the Occaſion were very tender. 

iro tours were fpent in mutual Endearments, 
As dchrous as I was of knowing how I came to be 
beho Iden to the old Margaes/s for her Company, good 
Bereding, methought, made it neceſſary to enquire 
Eft after Monſceur de G She told me, he was 
* at his Seat, where he impatiently expected the 
« Hcaſure of ſeeing me. How! (cried I) ſhall 1 
« ever be ſo happy as to live again with my worthy 
„Mamma!“ © Yes, my Cear Child (replied Madame 
4 G ) © that is the Motive of my coming here : 
but I am afraid [ hal not enjoy you long. You 

ſcem furpriz'd ? On the contrary you ought to be 
G Das'd d; but, aſs no Que! tions, I have promis'd 

Secrecy, and muſt not be worſe than my Word. 

So many Precautions taken to keep me from the 
Klon lege of what certainly regarded me very near- 
Iv, gave me ſome Uncaſineſs: I own'd as much to 
my Quar Friend. Lake Courage (replied ſhe) you 
* may be afiu' I ſhould never have been pitch'd 
upon to give you any - V ex: tion; it's tco well 
* known hov dear you ae to mac.“ But, Madam, 
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(aid T) you are not appris'd, I dare ſay, that my 
« preſent Condition ts owing to what 1 have under- 
„ gone?“ I know the whole Affair (continued 
the good Lady; it was not the old Margue/s's Fault, 
« as you think, that you were not married to him: 
« your Apprehenſions were too precipitate, the Evil 
was but imaginary Let this ſuffice, (ſaid ſhe 
breaking the 'Thrend of her Diſcourſe) * it you love 
me, Er oblige me to ſay any more, Knowing 
my Fondneſs tor you, I am diffident in myſelt ; 
and will never pardon you, if you give me any 
Cauſe to repent my Tenderneſ(s.” 

was convinced I was not to expect an ESI 
eiſſement; notwithſtanding my eager Cut ioſt u, I 
deſiſted from importuning her. I aſk'd a thouſand 
Pardons for my Imprudence, promiing ſhe fliuu'd 
have no Reaſon to domplain of me a {econd Time. 
She took me in her Arms, and exprels'd a Regret 
for being upon che Reſerve, declaring an entice Con- 
fidence in me, of which the ſhould very ſoon give 
convincing Proof. 

This dear Friend never left me during my Reco- 
very. It was ſoon compleated ; as I heard every Day 
from my Lover concerning his Affairs, my Heart en- 
joy'd a perfect Tranquillity, and my Health was en- 
tirely eſtabliſh'd: excepting a little Redreſs, it was 
ſcarce diſcernible that I al fo lately recover'd from 
the Small-Pox. I promiſed myſelf a delicate Pleaſure 
in ſurpriſing the Margucſe, who, from my Leiters 
and $7. Fal's Information had concluge.. that I was 
very much feam'!!, We may talk of the lind, and 
doubtleſs it has its Force, but a little Beauty 15 of 


* 


great Service. Alas! my Charms re ont, cuiti— 

vatcd for my Lover's Sake; I knew wo omer Uic of 

them than whac my TenG-ricih for him vt fy 
Madame te G—— finding me it to To 27 roa, 


as dit I was willing to go into the Cunz with 
her? I anſwer'd by embracing her ver alcciionates 
ly : Something dictated to me, the journey would 
rove fortunate. 
The Day before we ſet out, I deſir'd Aal de 
G—— co permit me to do my Dcyotons, in order 
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to thank God for ſparing my Life. Your pious 

* Sentiments I commend (replied ſhe) and am de- 
ſirous of partaking in your Devotion by accompa- 
* nying you. As to our particular Merit, where a 
* due Compliance with what Religion requires, is 
wanting, it is of imall Weight. The Uſe of the 
* Sacraments is a powerful Preſervation againſt our 
* own Weakneſs, and the Dangers which ſurround 
* us on all Sides. Your Piety, Fenny, (continued 
ſhe) „ edifies me; perſevere ; Heaven, which never 


* abandons thoſe who place their Conſidence in it, u 
* will bring you to your wiſh'd-for Port. | L 

Who would have imagin'd that a Day I had ſet p 
apart for ſo holy an Action, and conſecrated to a tl 
holy Repoſe, ſhould prove a Day of Trouble and Vex- 3 
ation? Rut, ſuch it was; and had it not been for ! 0 
Madame de G , wiom | was fo happy as to have t 
with me, I muſt have lodecd that Night in Prifon : | ſ 
This may appear ftrange ; but it is no Iiction. t 


I was recollected in Meditation after Com: nunion, ; 
when I found myielf pulled by the Scarf: Turning | 
my Head about, fomething ſurpris'd at the Liberty | { 
which was taken with me, I diſcover'd to my n : 
ſmall Terror the Man with the great Whiſkers who 
belong'd to Mr. des Reches, he who inſiſled on being 
my Huſband, and had given me fo much 'T': -oabl+. 
You are catch'd at lui, cried the Sewi/s;3 if you mais | 
your Eſcape from my Maſter you will be very cunning : 

Fe ſhall know cu are * e, the Sergeants auill make va 
avalk, Well, auell, you ſhall be taught better Marncrs 
for the future. 

Let any one imagine my Surpriſe, or rather Per- 
plexity ; as ill Luck would have it, I had no one near 
me; Madame de C was in another Part of the 
Church, where I had left her when I went up to the 
Altar; but, I preſently reſolv'd how to behave. | 
concluded, that I was not in Danger of being inſulted 
in ſo holy a Place; this Reflection encouraged me to 
prefs through the Crowd, which was very great, and 
at laſt 1 reach'd Madame de G . * Whatis the 
Matter? (ſaid ſhe, looking at me.) You are much 
* ater'd ; are you ill?“ I told her what had happen'd, 

and 
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and frow'd her the Valet with the Whiſkers, who 
had followed me, and was ſtanding at my Elbow. 
dhe preſently took the Thing, for I had before ac- 
quainted her with my Adventure; ſhe only ſmiled 
inſtead of comforting me. Be eaſy (faid ſhe) there 
is not the leaſt Shadow of common Senſe in the 
Affair; and if your pretended Huſband dare to 
* give you any farther Trouble, as blind as he is, he 
* ſhall be made to ſee his Folly.” 

When Service was done, Madame de G—— roſe 
up, and bid me follow her. Paſſing along, I ſaw a 
great Buſtle in the Bottom of the Church; the Peo- 
ple whiſper'd one another, and it was evident ſome- 
thing had happen'd. Madame de G—— order'd one 
of our Attendants to enquire what was the Occaſion 
of the Diſturbance ; he preſently return'd, ſaying, 
there were Sergeants at the Door waiting to take 
ſomebody into Cuſtody. * "This is defign'd (faid I 
to my worthy Friend) “ againſt me.“ Don't be 
afraid (anſwer'd ſhe) am not I with you?“ I took 
Heart again and reach'd the Door. But how was 1 
ſurpris'd to find there the blind Man, the little Bow, 
and a Gentleman holding a Woman by the Hand, 
and diſputing with my pretended H aſband ! 

It is very ſurpriſing (ſaid the Gentleman) that. 
* notwithſtanding your Misfortune of being Blind, 
* and this Gentlewoman's Aſſeverations (meaning 
her he led by the Hand) that you ſhould Perſiſt in 
denying her to be your Wife, becauſe your Son, 
« who never ſaw her, tells you it is not her.“ The 
Man with the Whiſkers, who ſtuck cloſe to me, hear- 
1:9 this, put in his Word, faying aloud, 2 Miſler 
is in the right, that is not his Wife ; thts is [be, — 
ug to me. This drew the Eyes of hs Ailerabiy 
upon tie. Alidume de Go —- ſecing the Contuſion | 
was in, bid the Servants elear the Way, and ord-r'4 
the Coach to pul up. The Stranger made a $1217 
that the was the right Wife, and told the Crow 4 
the Affair Maus as 95 ſaid, and that it was a Folly 
to queſtion it. The blind „lan, as ob llirzte as a 
Mule, inülted le was right, and was for having 
Loch the Women taken jato Caſtody, fig ing, he 


71 5 had 


274 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


had obtained a Warrant for that Purpoſe, and would 
have it ſerved. This notable Deciſion made every 
one laugh ; but the Perſon who was entruſted with 
the Execution, gave him to underſtand that he muſt 
chooſe, and that very juſtly, for he had no Mind 
to bring himſelf into Trouble for him. We heard 
no more than this; we got into the Coach : Ma- 
dame de G 's Equipage made ſuch a Figure, 
and appeared to belong to a Perſon of fo pot 
Quality, that though the Officer bawl'd out to have 
us itopt, nobody was bold enough to execute his 
Orders. 

Madame de C who was highly diverted 
with my Fears, and thought the Adventure very ex- 
traordinary, ordered a Servant to ſtay and ſee the 
Event. He informed us that the Man with the 
Whiſkers had follow'd us by his Maſter's Orders, 
ſtill poſitive that I was his Wife; but that upon 
the Alargusſi's Fopt-men giving him chaſe, he was 
ſo terrihed, that he took to his Heels without 
looking behind him; that as to my pretended 
Huſband, he was at laſt brought to Reaſon, bis 
- ife having ſpoke to him in private, and given 

him ſuch convincing Proofs, that he owned to 
his Friend he had been miſtaken ; that the Ser- 
jeants were diſcharged as uſeleſs, his Wife hav- 
ing declared, that fo far from avoiding her Huſ- 
band, ſhe had fearched every where for him, 
when ſhe heard he was not dead, as had been re- 
ported.“ All which was the more eaſily credit-. 
ed, as ſhe had lived with a Relation of her Huſ- 
band's, who came, having been ſent for expretsly, 
and confirmed what the other had ſaid; the blind 
Man knew her by her Voice, and thus ended tlie 
Affair. 

The next Day we ſet out. Madame de G , 
as ſoon as we were out of Town, faid, the Ted;- 
* cuſnefs of the Journey muſt be alleviated by ſome- 

thing that was amuling: Hitherio (iaid ſhe) I 
have had no Op portunity of telling you abun- 
dance of things, and acquainting you a with what l 
have gone through fince I ſaw you, It's highly 


5. kea- 
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® reaſonable, my dear Child, as ſuch I have always 


conſidered you (continued this worthy Lady em- 


bracing me) * it is highly reaſonable I ſhould make 
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a Return for your Confidence in me, by giving 
you mine. You know Myr. de G „and his 
Taſte for Women; you will eafily gueſs I am 
going to entertain you with his Gallantries : I 
have ſufered from them of various Kinds : I tore 
it all patiently for a long while, becauſe his Be- 
haviour was ever reſpectful to me; but perceiv- 
ing his Conduct chang'd all on a ſudden, and that 
I was in Danger of loſing him intirely, I refoly- 
ed to dive to the Bottom of the Affair, and em- 
ploy all Means poſſible to break off an Engage- 


- ment, which ſeemed to be attended with worſe 


Conſequences than any of the reit. 

This was no eaſy Taſk. Monfreur de G n 
as you muſt have obſerved when with me, makes 
a Myſtery of every thing, and carries an Appear- 
ance which deceives, and ſcreens him from Cen- 
ſure. I was much perplexed how to act. That 
he was deſperatcly in Love, even fo as to neglect 
his private Affairs, a thing not ufual with him, 
and fcarce ever at home, was evident; but how to 
diſcover this Obje&t of his Paſſion, was the Diffi- 


* culty. To endeavour to gaia over thoſe of his 


Servants who were in the Secret, was loſt labour: 
as they were more in his Intereſt than mine, my 
Enquiries, of which he was doubticis informed, 

ſerved only to augment his Precautions, and en- 
creaſe his Coldacſs to me. This threw me into 
great Trouble. nor could I diſcern any way of ex- 
1 ating myſelf. | 
One Day when I was more melancholy than 
uſual, my Huſband having for the ſirſt Time been 
very rough with me, Chriſtina, that truly Ser- 
vant you remember at my Houſe, found me in 
this Condlition, and preiſed me to very earneſtly to 
know the Occafion, that, prevail'd on by the 
Grief ſhe ſhow'd, I difcovered the whole 4#air. 


to her; ſhe told me I was too good nature, 


and that inſtead of crying at thay rate, Which 
M 6 mige 
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might prejudice my Health, I ought rather to 
think of putting an End to his Irregularities and 
my own Vexation. What would you have me 
do ? replied I, is it poſſible for me to hinder 
his liking another and lighting me? Yes certain- 
ly, anſwered Chri/tina; Men, Madam, are juſt 
what we pleaſe to make them. I would lay all 1 
am worth in the World, if it were poſſible for me 
to be in your Place, that I would foon cure him 
of his Paſſion for his Miſtreſs, and make him 
more in Love with me than ever. That would 
be extremely difficult, replied I, for two Rea- 
ſons : The moſt important of them is, I have no 
longer that Youth on my Side which enchants 
As if you were not ſtill as handſome as an Angel, 
replied Chriſtina very complaiſantly? The other 
Reaſon is, continued I, without taking any Notice 
of this Piece of Flattery, Mon/jeur de G—— loves 
Women, and ever will: conſequently, though I 
ſhould extinguiſh his preſent Flame, he would ſoon 
fall back, and all my Endeavours would only 
ſerve to bring on new Troubles, and eftrange 
him from me perhaps for ever, particularly ſhould 
he diſcover my Practices. I ago this laſt Ob- 
ſervation to be juſt, replied Chri/tina, after a 
ſhort Pauſe; I would never adviſe a Woman to 
appear to lay any Reſtraint upon her Huſband : 
it is often an Excuſe for his Extravagances, and 
never fails of rendering the Wife in{upportable. 
Nay, the Obftac!2s laid in his Way frequently 
give a ſharper Edge to his Appetitcs, and heighten 
the Enjoyment. 'I'his is my Notion, and I belies 
well- grounded. 

« I knew Chri//i/ra had been well educated, and 
did not want for Wit; but, I ſhould ncver have 
imag ned ſhe was Miſtreſs of fo much good Senle. 
I agreed with her in the Principles the laid dowp, - 


as I allured her, aud which I had ever religiouſiy 


obſerved. So much the worſe, Madam, replied 
Chri/tina; on ſeme Occaſions we ought to ſtrike 


out from the ccmmen Rules, the great Art is to. 
vine it right. 


Eis 
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Give me leave before I mention the proper Me- 
thods, as I think, for reſtoring your 'T ranquilli- 
ty, to amuſe you with an Adventure I had ſeveral 
Years ſince with your Huſband Mr. de G y 
which has ſome Connection with what I have had 
the Honour to ſay to you, and which 1 never yet 
related to you. It was always my Opinion that 
we ought to be ſatisfied with doing our Duty, with- 
out arrogating the Praiſes of others, on that Ac- 
count. For, to what Purpoſe would it have been 
at that Time to acquaint you with it, unleſs it were 
to give you an unprofitable Vexation, and render 
myelf ſuſpected? 

« [| was about eighteen, when Mr. & G ; 
whoſe Heart perhaps was not then otherwiſe en- 
gaged, began to fancy me. I had not the Ho- 
nour at that Lime, as you may remember, Ma- 
dam, to be ſo near your Perſon as at preſent ; 
taken up with waiting on your Daughter, I 
thought of nothing but how to pleaſe aud terie 
her» my Ambition went no farther, every thing 
elſe ſeemed of no Conſequence to me. 

* Ore Day when my young Lady was gone with 
you to the Opera, Mr. de G came into my 
Room, where I was ordering ſome little things of 
my own in Mademor/elle's Abience. What? cried 
he, are you all alone Chrifira? I thought you had 
been with my Daughter at the Opera? Is it 
that you are not fond of ſuch things, or is ray 
Wife ſo barbarous as to refuſe you ſuch an Amuſe- 
ment? My Anfwer was only a Yes, or a No, I 
don't recollect which ; but His coming into my 
Chamber made me colour very much: Ele had 
never ſpoke to me before, ſo that it was an Ti- 


nour quite new to me; beſides, I had heard of Lis 


Taſte for young Women; your Ladyſhip's Chum- 
ber-maids frequently talked of it, and 1 aiways 
took care to overhear them. 

It was this which occaſioned the Confiio: f 


was in. I trembled, not knowing Whien w. 


to turn myſelf. He eyed me from Eye to Foot, 
and the greater Eagerueſs he expreſs'd in viewing 
A me, 


—— — —— 
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me, the more my Conſternation increaſed. You 
are very charming, Chriſtina, continued he pre- 
ſenting his Hand: Do you know I am determin- 
ed to make your Fortune, and that from the Time 
you came hither I have been contriving it? You 
are too generous, Sir, replied I ſtill bluſhing, to 
concern yourſelf about ſo inſignificant a Perſon 
I am not ſo partial as to think myſelf worthy your 
attention. What do you call worthy, ſaid he 
interrupting me? I vow, I ſee nothing in all 
Paris ſo amiable. Why, your Complexion is 
charming, your Eyes raviſh one; let me have 
the Pleaſure of gazing on them. Saying this he 
drew nearer by Degrees. Heaven! Sir, cried J, 
leave me, I beg; if my young Lady's Gover- 
neſs ſhould happen to come, and ſhould find I 
have the Honour of your Converſation, ſhe will 
certainly inform your Lady; 1 ſhall be ſeverely 
chid, and not without Reaſon: I am not one of 
thoſe Don't be afraid, replied he, I am 


upon the Watch; and as for the mean Opinion 


you have of yourſelf, it it entirely groundleſs. 


For know, Chritina, that any Man, even of the 


greateſt Quality, would think himſelf completely 
happy to become an Equal, aud enjoy the Com- 


| pany of ſo charming a Creature. 


* Saying this, to which I antwered as before, ne 


came up to me, and took the Liberty of remov- 


ing my Neck-Handhcrehief I thought it was 


time to be very loud, imagining, the Fear of be- 


ing ſurpriſed wit rae, would make him retire ; 


but I . as miſtalcen: he had the Precaution to 
ſend all the Servants out of the Way under diffe- 


rent Pretences, and I tor 1d myſelt to. be entirely 


in his Power. This was evident: for though I had 
cried out twice, he was ryrocce.iing to Extremities, 
[ was terrified, but did not loſe my Prefeace of 
Mind. Well, Sir, ſaid J looking earneſtly at him, 


make my Fortune, and I am yours. With all my 


Heart, replied he very joyfully, make your own 


Terms, which I will accept of, on Condition 
you return my Love, Agreed, anſwered J very 


* COU- 
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* courageouſly. Give me in Hand a Hundred Loui: 
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J Ort to obtain my Father's Liberty, — con- 
fined on Account of that curſed Tax whi 


ruins 
ſo many Collectors and other brave Fellows: Af- 
ter this you muſt buy me a Houſe, and provide 
for me that I need not go to Service, and then, 
I'll love you as much as you can defire. Done,, 
cried My. de uite tranſported ; ſhake 


Hands, and take this Kiſs as Earneft — No, 
Sir, replied I rang, drama than ever, you muſt 
begin with ſurer Tokens of your being ſincere, 


than the Kiſs you offer; the Money, Sir. That 


is but reaſonable, anfwer'd Mr. de G , ſur- 
priſed no doubt to find me ſo coming and more 
alert than he expected; I'll run to my Cloſet and 
fetch the Money: Stay here, Il return in a Mo- 
ment, 

He was no ſooner out of my Room, but I made 
my Eſcape. I flew up Stairs to one of your Wo- 
men who lay ill, and conſequently I was ſure to 
find: He'll not come after me, faid I to myſelf, 
and for the future I'll take Care never to be alone, 
and fo prevent his having an Opportunity of plagu- 


ing me. | 
I was as good as my Word. Two Years paſs'd 


without his being able to ſpeak to me; he loſt his 
Labour in watching for an Opportunity: I was on 
my Guard, and baffled all his Attempts. 


IJ was now perſuaded that Mr. de G had 


entirely forgot me, when riſing one Morning T 


heard him in his Daughter's Room. As my Bed 
food in one of the Cloſets, I could eaſily hear 
what paſſed. I was not ſurpriſed at his early 
riſing, which was cuſtomary, but at his comin 
into my Lady's Apartment, and that her Cham- 
ber-maid had opened the Door without cal- 
ling me. I grew uneaſy, my Door was not fal- 
tened, but I immediately bolted it very ſoftly ; 
being ſecured from any Viht, if he ſhould have 
taken it into his Head, I liſtened to the Conver- 
ſation with all the Curiofity of a Gul of my 
Age. 


s What! 


— 5 
— 1 
* 


| 
e 
”. 
1 
159 


— 
— 


= 


— * 


280 The Fortunate Country Maid. 


What! would you have me, Sir, complain do 
my Mother of Chri/*ina ? faid my dear Miftreſs, 
For what Reaſon? Ihe poor Girl never deſerved 
ſuch uſage from me. That is nothing, replied 
Mir. de G do as | bid you; 'tis for her 
Good that I put you upon it: while the ſtays 
here, ſhe will not hear of being ſettled. I know 
a proper Party for her, and when you are ac- 
quainted with the Affair, you will approve of the 
Propotal. Is it poſſible you ſhould have fo 
little Regard for what I ſay, as to heſitate a Mo- 
ment. 
* Mademo:/ells a G , unable to prevail with 
herſelf to ſay any thing againſt me, knowing the 
tender Reſpect I had for her, ſtill endeavouring to 
evade doing it. Her Father flew into a Paſſion. 
Well, cried he rifing up, I have done; but take 
Notice, Ill never forget your retuting me. 
* 'I his was more than enough to influence your 
Daugliter, who always had, as you know, Ma- 
dam, an uncommon Reſpect for her Parents. She 
called back Mr. de C „ho had pretended to 
go away, and promiſed to be directed by him. 
Since you know how to behave, repiied he, I 
am willing to forget what is palſ.'d ; but it is up- 
on Condition you punctually perform what I re- 
quire of you. Tell your Mother that you have 
perceived of late that Ci riſtina is in Love; that 
the is fo infatuated as receive her Gallant in your 
Apartment when you are abroad: that coerumg 
home unexpected!, you ſaw 1 was fo tertt- 
hed at what I hear, that I bawled out it was faile, 
and that I faw plainly my Ruin Was det igned, bit 
that I would publith Mu. de CG Niotives for 
having recourſe to ſuch infamous P, ocreding 
that I would go immediately to acgugin t his La. 
ct the whole Affair, and complain of a Fiction dg 
lalſe as it was cruel and un;uſt. 5 
© The Tone iu which this was uttered, had a 
- furpriling Effect. Mr. de G apprehending 1 
Would be as good as my Word, ard. feezay me 
tulh out of the Cloſct ali in Tears to goa 20 in 
m 
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form you, Madam, of what was carrying on, be 
ſtopt me, ſaying, I was a Fool not to fee it wa- 
all an Artifice to oblige me to come out of the 
Cloſet and make his Daughter laugh. I did not 
puſh the Affair any farther; it was evident he 
ave this Turn to it only to ſtiſle the Matter. Fer- 
ſuaded as I was of this, and that he really intends 
ed to make you turn me away, that he might 
have an Opportunity of prevailing on me with- 
out Diſturbance from you, or alarming the Fa- 
mily; (I was not miſtaken; for I chanced ſome 
Years afterwards to learn the whole Deſign ; he 
had gained over Mad:muiſelle's Chamber-maid, 
who was ſince turned away, and had undertaken 
to bring me to accept of his Offers) I vow'd to 
Mr. de G, that if ever he endeavoured to ſurpriſe 
me again, I would that Inſtant leave the Houic, 
and proclaim my Reaſons to the whole World. 
From that Moment, Madam, he has taken no No- 
tice of me, nor given me the leaſt Diſturbance. So 
true it is, that when a young Woman happens: 
be ruined, it is for want of knowing how to defend 
herſelf as ſhe ought. 
* Chriſiina, aſter finiſhing this Adventure, added, 
that ſie only related it to convince me that my 
Huſband ſtood in greater Dread of me than I ima- 
gined, and that if I had ſhown a little more Re- 
ſolution, I ſhould not have had fuch juſt Reaſon of 
Complaint. 
I aſk'd Chriftina when ſhe had done, what Con- 
cluſion ſhe drew from her Story and the Reflex ion 
upon it. That Mr. d G--— is not ſo obſtinate as 
yeu think, ſaid ſhe; and if you take proper Me- 
thods, a Stop might be put to the Vexations which 
overwhelm you. 
The firſt Step I would adviſe, continued t'ie 
. . — 332 . , 
good Girl, is to find our your Rival and her Ha- 
bitation; chen to have her informed very per- 
emptarily, that as yet vou are ignorant of the At- 
fair, but tliat if once it coyges to your Knowledge, 
vou have ſo n that ſhe will be infalii- 
bly cruſhed, o Tonkred for Lite. This dore, 
* which 
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which cannot but produce a good Effect, ſome 


Friend of M. de G— muſt be applied to, and pre- 
vailed upon, after laying open your Griefs, to talk 
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reſolutely with your Huſband on the Subject. He 
muſt be deſired to acquaint M. de G— that you 
will be impoſed upon no longer, but will come to 
an open Rupture, which ſooner or later muſt ruin 
his Reputation. 

All Chriſtina's Reaſons could not prev: ul upon 
me to follow her Advice: but occafioned a whim- 
fical Reſolution which ſeemed to promiſe cqual Suc- 
ceſs. I am apt to think no Wife before me ever 
thought of ſuch a Stratagem. You ſhall be Judge, 
my dear Child, continued Madame de G— : | never 
reflect on it without laughing, and PI lay a Wager 
you will do fo too when you know it. 

* Chri/ina was no ſooner appriſed of my Plot, 
but ſhe clapp'd her Hands by way of Applauſe, 
and anſwered for the Succeſs. In order to ſet it 
on Foot, I went into my Huſband's Cloſet the next 
Morning. After enquiring how he did, the Car- 

nival, faid I, is at Hand, I have a Fancy to pats 
it, as well as the Lent, in the Country, and not re- 
turn to Paris till after Zafter. I am come to know, 
Sir, if you approve of it. The Idea of my Ab- 
ſence was too acceptable not to meet with Appro- 
bation : he not only replied, I was my own Mil- 
treſs, and ſhould be ever ſo: but even accompa- 
nied his gentec] Expreſſions, which were now a 
Novelty to me, with a Purſe of Gold, to make 
the Carrival the more agreeable, as he was pleaſed 
bo expreſs himſelf. 

That very Day, Chriſtina and I began our Jour- 
ney : but inſtead of taking the Road w hich leads 
to my Eſtate, I went to the Houle where her 
Mother liv'd, whom I had ſent for the Night 
before, and acquainted with my Deſign. They 
got me a Taylor, I put on a Night-gown and 
a Man's Night. cap to preven © kis han ing any 
Suſpicion. I made him take my Meaſure, and 
beſpoke two Suits, one very rich, the other a 


little 
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little plainer, but begg'd he would make them with 


* all Speed. 
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In leſs than four Days I was metamorphoſed into 
a genteel young Fellow, and the Diſguiſe became 
me exceedingly. 
* Iaſk'd Chriſtina and her Mother how they liked 
me. They proteſted I look'd charmingly, and per- 
ſonated a Man fo naturally, that no Creature Would 
ever ſuſpect I was any thing elſe. This delighted 
me, and I never doubted but my Project would 
ſucceed according to my Wiſhes. 
* I have a Yak? de Chambre, who was always in 
my Intereſt, and one you have ſcen at my Houſe : 
I had given him Orders to have Monfreur de G 
watch'd, and learn, coſt what it would, where his 
Miſtreſs liv'd. He obey'd me, juſt as I could wiſh, 
In three Days time, he inform'd me, ſhe liv'd in 
a little bye Street, turning out of Fauxbourg St. 
Henore, at a new-built Houſe, and that my Huſ- 
band ſupp'd there every Night. I was overjoyed 
at this Diſcovery, and order'd every Thing accord- 
ingly. 
13 not ſatisfied with knowing where this 
Girl lived; it behoved me to know when ſhe went 
out, and where one might ſee her. I was appriſed 
two Days after, that ſhe often went to Plays, of 
which ſhe was paſſionately fond. My Valet de 
Chambre, Who ſerved me as Footman, had got 
acquainted with her's: They had drank together; 
and my Man, who was fly, gave me ſufficient In- 
telligence to flatter myſelf, that it would not be ſo 
difficult a Matter, as I imagined, to make an Ac- 
quaintance with her. 
* They were upon the Watch, to give me Notice 
the very Moment ſhe went abroad. I had hired 
a Waiting-Jobb, by the Month. At the Corner 
of the Street I waited for Miſs : She was not-long 
before ſhe came out: My Coachman had Orders 
to follow her, and to flop at every Place where 
ſhe did. She enter'd Paris by Saint Florere-ftreet, 
went and bought ſomething at a Millener's Shop, 
turn'd down Larberſeliſureet, and then to the Play- 
* houle. 
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houſe. There I thought I was ſure of her, and 
was not miſtaken : She was accompanied by a Ser- 
vant elder than herſelf, but very well dreſſed; I 
could not gueſs whether ſhe was a Relation or her 
Waiting-woman : There is no Diſtinction now a 
Days in Dreſs, and 'tis difficult to diſcern thereby 
the different Conditions of Mankind. I could not 
get a full View of her, for want of a favourable 
Opportunity, I had only a Glimpſe ; ſhe appear'd 
to be tall and well ſhaped ; that's all I could di- 
Uin Zuiſh. 

« I vas not much better off, when I came into 
the Play-houſe, altho' J had placed myſelf in one 
of the Boxes joi! ing to her's: It was ſo age + 
that there were but ſome circular Lights in th 
Boxes. Nevertheleſs, the Houſe was full; it was 
the firſt Repreſentation of one of My. Flair: 
Tragedies, intitled N. You have often heard me 
talk, my Dear, of that illuſtrious Author, and you 
may remember, that I extoll'd him to the Heavens, 
as well as the Publick; this may make you com- 
prehend the Magnificence of the Entertainment, 
and that all the People of Faſhion and Senſe at 
Paris were preſent. 

Waiting till they lighted the Candles, and I 
could more eaſily examine Mademoiſelle Julia (that 
was her Name, as my Valet 4: Chambre ha id in- 
formed me) I hearkened attentively to her Dis- 
courſe. Notwithſtanding . ſhe ſpoke in a low 
Voice, I heard her ſay to the Perſon who came 
with her, that ſhe trembled leſt Manſſcur di (1—— 
ſhould know ſhe was at the Flay. - ] found ont, 
from what they ſaid, that they had made my Hu- 
band believe they were only gone to buy ſome 
things, and according to my Conjecture. it ap- 
peared he wies jealous, and had a watchfol Eve 
upon his Miſtreſs. I was not forry to find it ſo; 
'twas juſt what I wanted to attain the End I had 
propos'd. 

Here I interrupted Madame d: — . © I have 


<« been, ſaid I, under the greateſt Impatience for this 
« half Hour ; therefore do me the Favour, my dear 


«66 Lady, 
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„Lady, to tell me what End it was you propos'd to 
t yourlelf ; I'll own to yOu lincerely, that I com- 
« prehend nothing at all of the Matter.” 


© You are very hally, (replied Madame de 6 


with a Smile) I have half a Mind to leave you in 


c 


4 


Suipence, till the Incidents that are to follow, 
have informed you; but I ſhould make a good 
Princeſs, I don't love to refuſe. Know therefore 
that my Deſizn was, to gain the DamſePs Affec- 
tions, to get an Affignation, and to be ſurpriz'd 
in her Company, and thereby oblige my Huſband 
to abandon her. I had ſtill another View; which 
you ſhall not know, but in proper Time and 
Place. 

As ſoon as the Houſe began to be lighted up, I 

look'd on Mademoi/elle Julia with a greedy Eye : 
I thought her charming: She had an ench: anting 
Sprightlineſs in her Countenance: The Fineneſs of 
her Complexion dazzled ſuſnciently, without that 
Quantity of Red the laid on . Her Neck was ad- 
mirable, and the reit of her Figure was perſectly 
well turn'd. 
After this Examination, I was not ſurpriz'd at 
my Huſband's Fondneſs for her. Notwithſtanding 
I am a Woman, I never was backward in doing 
Juſtice to thoſe of my Sex that deſerved it. I was 
jut in regard to this 'Perfon, and ſenſible of all 
at was to be ſeea in her. 

« It was no diiicult Matter for me to make an 
-\cquaintance wich ker: Theſe Creatures carry no: 
their Reſerve ſo far as to reſuſe Converſation. | 
had a long one with her, and, as ſhe ſaw me com- 
pletely dreſs'd, and that I had ſomething ct n 
Air of Diſtinction, ſhe was pleas'd with all I cad 
in her Commendation. I aſked her Leave to make 
her a Viſit: She did not abſolutely grant it; but 
it was caſy to perceive, that before the Play was 
over the would not refuſe it. The Play began. 
I was fo charm'd with it, and hcard it with 10 
much Attention, that I had like to have forgot 
my Project. Figure to yourſelf, my dear Chit 2, 
that Delicacy of Sentiment was neyer carried to 

| Na higher 
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a higher Pitch, than what the celebrated Poet 
affected the Audience with, in this Tragedy: 
Every thing was majeſtick, noble, moving: The 
Actors were more the real Heroes they perſonat- 
ed, than themſelves: Fancy, Addreſs, Energy 
of Stile, Dignity ; all this concurr'd in the Com- 
poſition of Zaire. Happy, thrice happy, thoſe 
who poſſeſs Talents in ſuch an eminent Degree! 
They deſerve to have Monuments erected to their 
Honour, as in former Days. What do I fay? 
in doing Juſtice to Authors of this Rank, it is 
ourſelves we honour in raiing Monuments to 
them. Is it not a Monument of the good Taſte 
of that People, who knew ſo well whom thus to 
diſtinguiſh ? 
© I took the Opportunity of the Intervals between 
the Acts, to obtain my Requeſt. Fair Julia ſeem- 
ed on purpoſe to delay me, till the artful Solution 
of the Play, and did not grant my Petition till it 
was over. I have a Difficulty, ſaid ſhe, in admit- 
ting your Viſits; and that becauſe you appear to 
me a dangerous Man; if you were no more than 
an ordinary Perſon, I ſhould not fear you ſo much; 
but, without valuing myſelf for my Wit, I have 
Senſe enough to diſcover you have a great deal, 
and that your Converſation is enchanting. For 
Reaſons known to myſelf, I am obliged to grant 
your Petition conditionally : When you are ac- 
quainted with them, you will not be ſurpriz'd at 
the Precautions I exa& from you. I will even 
own, that I could eafily inform you what my Mo- 
tives are. Perhaps you have conceived a good 
Opinion of me: I could wiſh, if it were poſſible, 
that you might perſiſt in it. Of this we will talk 
another Time. For the preſent, I muſt defire, 
when you come to ſee me, that it be after Dinner, 
and to leave it in my Breaſt to ſend you away when 
I ſhall think proper. 
After having had this Diſcourſe with her, the 
told me where ſhe lodged. I ſaid every thing to 
the fair Julia, that I thought moſt likely to per- 
ſuade her how much 1 was tranſported with the 
* Favour 
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Favour ſhe had granted. You Men are all Trai- 
tors, ſaid ſhe pleaſantly as ſhe roſe up; you are 
the lovelieſt Things in the World, when you take 
a Fancy to court us; but you have no ſooner ſuc- 
ceeded, no ſooner are we fooliſh enough to liſten 
to you, than you become perfidious, and make us 
repent the Regard we have been ſo filly as to have 
for you. This Farewel was fo gracefully ſpoken, 
that, had I been a Man, there needed no more to 
have captivated me entirely. 

* I took care not to fail my Appointment the 
next Day. Little thought I of being ſent away 
without ſeeing her. I found ſtanding at the Door 
the Servant whom I ſaw the Night before along 
with Julia: She ſhew'd me into a little Parlour 
as ſoon as ſhe knew me again, and told me, that 
Mademii/eils would be vaſtly mortihed for the 
Trouble I had taken: That ſhe had a Viſitor juit 
come in, whom ſhe did not expect, and it was 
not poſſible for her to ſee me that Day. I unme- 
diately thought this Diſappointment was a con- 
certed Thing, either to excite the Paſſion I had 
diſcover'd, or to make me explain myſelf better : 
In order to make ſhort Work on't, I thought pro- 
per to begin by winning Gogo (that was her Cham- 
ber-maid's Name) I gave her ten Loui d*Ors, 
which made her bluſh more than the moſt impu- 
dent Diſcourſe one could have utter d. My Pre- 
ſent had its uſual Effect; it purchas'd her Confi - 
dence: She acquainted me with what I knew as 
well as herſelf, that is to ſay, that Monſieur de 
G was in Love with Mademo:/elle Fulia. 
He is terrribly jealous, ſaid this Wench, and 
knows already that my Miftreſs ſpoke to you laſt 
Night at the Play: She was no ſooner return'd 
home, but Monſieur de G , Who was wait 
ing for her, made a furious Noiſe: We have been 
crying almoſt all Night long. However, Matter: 
are made up, he has not ſtirred out ſince Yeſter- 
day, and, to compleat our Mistortunes, he has 
told us of his Wite's Abſence, which will give 


hun, he ſays, an Opportunity of coming here at 


I « all 
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"W hy , pretty well, ank2r*d ſhe turning aſide 


all Hours. If he thought the News would be wy 


Satisfaction to us, the poor Man was very much 

miſtaken; we are cruelly mortified at it. Whilſt 
he was at Paris, we had Time to breathe ; he left 
us one Part of the Nay {2 ourſelves : Yes truly, 
from Morning till - cf the Clock at Night 
Mademe ), was at Liberty: She certainly made 
no bad U of it; there nota more retir'd Perſon 
in all the World, and, except two or turee of her 
own Se ſhe now and then fecs, ſhe leals the Life 
of a Nun, Sir; ſte is a little Treaſure, never to 
be enoun;: eſteem'd. 

My Preſent, as you ſez, my dear Child, had a 
wonderful Effet. I c::tch'd at this Opportunity 
of being acq! nainted with the whole Affair. Come 
tell me, my dear Gego, replied I, does Mon ſeur de 
G make you ſome Amends, by his Libe- 
rality, for all the Vexations he gives you: 


the Truth is, he mi2ht do better; we know he is 
rich. But Mademoiselle is nit mercenary; Com- 
plaiſance works more up her, than all tl.“ Trea- 
{ares in the World: For Era: mple now; it would 
be the ſame thing as ſtabbing her to the Heact, to 
offer her a Gratmty ; *twould grizve her to the very 
Soul, and ſhe would certainly fall fick upon it. 
F :row her Folly on this Subject, ard blame her 


for 1 Wark can one do? Every body has their 
Whin,s, Would you believe it, Sir, continued 


the cun ing Ger, that I am obliged, in order to 


eaſ her of the Vexation I have mertioned, to 
charge myſeif with the Receipt of the Pretents that 
are lande her, and to iuſtrutt Perſons how to be- 
have, that the? may not incur her Dupleaſure ? 
"Site ! if one did but preſume to offer her a Purſe 
of Qdincas, a Snuff-box, a Diamond, ſhe would 
that Minute forbid you her Preſence. No! no! 
there 1s no wouching there. 
— 

But, replied I without ſceming to underſtand 
her Meaning, how did Menfteur de G — 
get acquainted with her, and manage his Mattei 
io as to become her Gallant? Ah Sir, ak me 
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not about it, anſwer'd Gogo with a flirting Air, his 
way of breaking the Ice had like to have thrown 
Mademoiſelle into Fits; nothing was cver done 
in ſo rude a manner. He meets Pb at the Opera; 
after ogling her there, he has her follow'd home: 
The next Morning as ſoon as he was up he wrote 
her word, that he admired her; that he knew very 
well ſhe was kept by a Counſellor of the Farle- 
ment, and that but very indifferently (he was well 
inform'd.) Will you, ſaid he to her, do one 
Thing? Diſmiſs your Counſellor, and I will give 
you (do but obſerve the Brutality if you pleaſe) I 
will give you a thouſand Crowns a Month; by way 
of Preliminary I here ſend you a hundred Lou: *, 
do as you will. Adieu, Charmer, think well of this, 
afterwards we will be better acquainted. 

This Concluſion almoſt made me laugh. Here 
I traced my Huſband's own Likeneſs to the Life. 
But ſaid I to Gogo, this Way of making Love does 
not ſeem ſo brutal. Pardon me, Sir, ſaid ſhe, that's 
not .the Way to make Advances to a Woman of 
her great Merit; and if we had not found Mears 
of correcting Monſieur de G——, he had never ſet 
his Foot in this Houſe again. 

* Tell me then (faid I) how you compromis'd 
Matters, for you ſeem to me a Girl of real Merit. 
You are pleaſant, Sir (replied Gogo) I pretend to 
no fort of Merit ; but I know the World a little. 
I undertook to go the next Morning to Monſieur 
de G —— ; l told him Mademoiſelle was extremely 
angry at his Letter and his hundred Louis's; that 
but for me, they would have been ſent back again; 
and that I was forced to exert all the Credit I had 
with her, to keep her in any Degree of Modera- 
tion. 

* Monſieur die G was rude enough to anſ.ycr 
me, 'That he did not think there needed all this 
Ceremony to huddle up a Love-Afﬀuir with a Werch 
to be had for Money. Truly, Sir, faid the 27" 
ning Gogo, I had a mind to fly at his Throat; 
gave him what he deſerved; and after a — 
Vor. II. N bitter 
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bitter Reproaches, I fell a crying. My Tears ren- 
der'd Monſieur de G more tractable: he beg'd 
me to make his Peace with my Miſtreſs, and to let 
him know in what he had offended her; ſwearin 
by his ſtrong Box, that he had behav'd to her in 
the ſame Manner as to many more, except that he 
had never as yet made ſo handſome an Offer to 
any body. To convince thee of it, ſays he (take 
Notice of that Thee) I will let thee ſee the rough 
Draught of the Letter I wrote to her, and which [ 
madc uſe of for above theſe thirty Years, for the 
like Purpole, He ſhew'd it me accordingly : *twas 
ſo ſoil'd, that I eafily believ'd it had been compos'd 
full as long ago as he ſaid. 
« He wanted to know, after that, why my Miſtreſs 
had been fo angry with him. Becauſe your Letter, 
ſaid I, had lik'd to have ruin'd her: that ſhe was 
come of a good Family, not very rich, to ſpeak 
he Truth; but for that very Reaſon 'tis ſhe is 
ng with the Counſellor, who has promiſed 
to mairy her, and who you think keeps her. After 
all this, judge yourſelf, if ſhe is angry without 
Reaſon. Oh! that's another Affair, cried Mon- 
ſieur de G but I am not the leſs ſorry, 
for I am in Love with the Wench. Truth, Sir, 
ſaid I, that very Word Wench is enough to have 
you thrown out of the Window, had it been ſpoken 
before my Miſtreſs: if you have that Regard for 
hcr, you ovght really to make uſe of politer Ex- 
preſfons; they would have as much Weight as tlie 
Offers you have made. 
* What ſhall I fay to you, Sir? ſaid G, whom 
my Lexis d'Ors had fet a chattering like a Mag - 
pye. I gave Monſieur de G to underitand, 
that I had with much Difficulty Zain d ſo far upon 
my Miſtreſs, as to make her think 'was worth 
her while to give him Encouragement, and that 
his Frankneſs was a ſure Proof of his being a Man 
of Honour. I told him, beſides, that I had ma- 
naged ſo well, as to coutrive an Interview for the 
next Day; and that if he behav'd himſelf hand- 
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ſomely, the Counſellor would be diſmiſs'd, pro- 
vided he paid down to me, not to Mademoiſelle, 
who would not receive any thing as coming from 
him, a whole Year's Advance. What ſhall I ſay 
more ? Every thing was concluded according to 
my Direction; and from that Time Monſieur % 
G has been Lord and Maſter here. By 
degrees I have brought him to Humour, Made- 
moiſelle. Whenever he makes her a Preſent, it 
muſt either be put into one of her Dreſſing- boxes, 
or into my Hands: no Thanks are return'd for 
it; and as he does Things pretty generouily, we 
bear with him. 
I was ſufficiently inſtructed by this Prodigy of a 
Waiting-maid, not to be at a Loſs concerning my 
Huſband. I aſk'd her, after what manner ſhe 
could contrive me an Interview with her Miſtreſs, 
She aſſured me it ſhould be the next Day, at the 
ſame Hour; and that if the jealous Man were (5 
cruel as to be there again, I ſhould receive a Note 
to be at a third Houſe ſhe would appoint me, and 
whither ſhe would come to me, under the firit 
Pretence that occur'd. 
* I judged from this Diſcourſe, and from what 
happened to me the next Day, that my Affairs 
were in a right Channel. I found Julia alone. 
She ſeem'd to have drawn forth all her Charms to 
complete her Conqueſt over me. I repeat it again, 
had I been of a different Sex, I mutt have loy'd 
her: ſhe ſhew'd a Modeſty and Sweetneſs in her 
Converſation that charm'd me. I advanced thro' 
all the gradual Progreſſions of Love with her: 
not without fearing ſhe would puſh it too briſkly ; 
and I had my Reaſons not to draw it to a certain 
Period, which I carefully avoided. 
Nothing, as you fee, dear Child, could go on 
better than my Affairs. All that remain'd far- 
ther to be done, according to my Scheme, was to 
hazard the defiring an Aſſignation at Night, and 
ſo to have myſelt furpriſed in Julia's Company. 
Will you believe me, that when I waz upon the 
N 2 Point 
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Point of doing it, there aroſe within me ſuch a 
Tenderneſs towards this Girl, that I heſitated above 
four Days? She had given me ſo endearing a 
Reception; ſhe ſeemed to love me ſo ſincerely, 
and I had diſcover'd ſuch a Fund of Wit and good 
Senſe in her, that I thought it a Piece of Cruelty 
not to be parellel'd, to contrive the Ruin of ſo 
amiable a Perſon. I put it off from Day to Day: 
In ſhort, I could not come to a Re ſolution. 

* On the fifth Day that I lad been under theſe 
Agitations, Julia ſent to invite me to Dinner; 
ſhe knew where I lived. As ſoon as we had dined 
ſhe gave O1ders to Gego, to tell Monſieur de G —, 
if he ſhould take a Fancy to come, that the was 
gone out, and did not know where, He will 
play the Devil, ſaid ſhe, but that's no matter, we 
will find Ways to appeaſe him. This Day will I 
dedicate to the peaceful! Enjoyment of my dear 
Minèet (this was the familiar Name ſhe had given 
me, and ſhe well deſerves I ſhould make her this 
Sacrifice.) Twas with Trembling I tbank'd her 
for this Favour. I am undone ! faid I to mylelt ; 
how ſhall I behave, if ſhe ſhould In a 
word, dear Child, I never was fo much put to it 
in all my Life. 

But charming Tulia's firſt Words reſtor'd me: 
J have no mind, ſaid the, to be diſturb'd, being 
determin'd to diſcover to you the fecret Motions 
of my Soul. Do you know that I love you; and 
can you gueſs how you have ſtole into my Heart ? 
No, certainly. By your Diſcretion. Would you 
think, dear Miner, teeing the Lite I lead, that 
I oftentimes reflect, and ſpend whole Days in 
Tears? This Overture affected me. Speak, 
Julia, faid I mov'd with Pity ; you amaze me 
This is what I little expected. What are your 
Grievances? Can | be ſo happy as to put an End 
to them ? 

* Yes, my dear AMiret, replied the ſorrowful 
8 in Tears; you are the only Perſon in the 


'orld who can reitore my Peace, aiter which 1 
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daily figh. But firſt hear my Story; *twill not 
be tedious. 
To the Amours of Mon/i-ur le Margue/s de 
a General Officer, and of Magdemor/*!le la N 
the celebrated Actreſs, I owe my Birth, I was 
privately brought up by a Woman who had 
lived with my Mother, but falling mto bad Cir- 
cumſtances, ſhe left me to the wide World. She 
has been dead theſe four Years, and I ſtill con- 
tinue to live, as you fee, without Money, with- 
out Protection, without Afſfiltance. It has not 
yet been in my Power to quit a Life which 1 
deteſt. Would you think that I am doing Pe- 
nance in the high Road to Perdition? Would you 
imagine, dear Miner, that the Addreſs of a Man 
is to me a Torture? and if it continues much lon- 
ger, Deſpair will drive mc into the moſt frightful 
Extremity ? | 
* You ſeem ſurpriſed, and not without Reaſon. 
You will anſwer me without doubt, that there is 
nothing eaſter than to abandon ſuch a Courſe of 
Life, which I myſelf condemn, and is highly 
ſcandalous : but, my dear Miet, I have been 
brought up in ſome Plenty, from whence I have 
contraſted a Habit. The Idea of wanting even 
Superfluities carries Horror with it: my Table 
always well furniſh'd, and I have been waited oa 
all my Life: if I change my Conduct, there's 
an End of all at once, and I ſhall be reduc'd :0 
extreme Want. Theſe, my dear Minèt, are the 
Conſilerations that overwhelm me, and detain 
my Diſorders. This is a great deal: but I un 
going to ſurpriſe you mach more. 

is now about a Year, when being more tian 
ever alarm'd at the State I was in, I made a fron 
Purpole of altering it, and of doing my utmoſt eo 
break. looſe from thoſe infamous Bonds, wit 
which I was fetter'd. Fully determin'd, I went 
one Day into a Church; ſent for a Door with 
an Intention to conſult him upon my Situation, 
and to engage him, after a ſincere Ack nowledge- 
ment of all my paſt Faults, to take Compaſſion 
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of me, and to find ſome charitable Means of extri- 
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cating me for ever from the Life I led. 

* He heard me with all the Attention he was ca- 
pable of, inſiſted on my making, by Way of Pre. 
liminary, a general Confeſſion, and whilſt 1 was 
preparing for it to refrain from all Irregularity : he 
concluded with ſaying, he would uſe all his En- 
deavours to procure me ſome honeſt Means of ſub- 
hitting. 

1 Wager myſelf entirely to his Advice. As 
{non as I came home, I diſcharg'd my Servants ; 
ſold all my Furniture; diſmiſs'd a Lover who pro- 
vided for me, and OTE ſome ns trom the 
Town, with a firm Refolution of remaining con- 
ceal'd, living in a Retreat, and of abandoning the 
World, and its deceitful Joys. 

My Director was three Months without giving 
me Abſolution, under Pretence of knowing, if 
what I called a Conv erſion, might not be a Diiguſt, 
which would wear off in a few Months: he per- 
ſiſted all this Time in refuſing me a Bleſſing, which 
I fo ardently defir'd, and which I regarded as the 
Scal of my approaching Tranquillity. I ſome- 
times bemoan'd myſelf on that Account; but no-— 
thing could move him. During theſe Delays, I 
ſaw the little I had, diminiſhing daily, what Mo- 
ney I had was juſt ſpent; I foreſaw that I was go- 
ing to be deſtitute of all Relief, and gave myſelf 
up to Melancholy. Would you gueſs what ©cc- 
caſion'd all theſe Delavs in my Director? he waited 
till I was reduc'd to the lait Extremitv, to make 

Propoſals of a moſt impious and a molt deteſtable 
Nature. Shall I own it to you, my dear Minet ? 
He was fallen in Love with me; he was bold 
enough to declare it, and that in ſuch an impious 
manner, as cover'd me with Conſuſion and Hor- 
ror. I drove him ſhametully from my Sight, tell- 
ing him, that if he durſt return and offer to ſpeak 
to me again, I would make him repent what he 
had done, and make my Complaints that he might 
be puniſti'd by his Superiors according to his Deſerts. 

* Bui what was I preparing for my ſelf? The Miſ- 
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creant not having the Fear of God before his Eyes, 
could there be Nome of his ſtanding corrected? 
No, my dear Miner; he was ſo provok'd at m 
Steadineſs, that he ſwore he would be reveng'd ; 
and he punctually kept his Word. 

I had paſs'd the Remainder of that Day in Tears, 
and had reſolved to ſeek ſome Clergyman whoſe 
Reputation for Religion and Piety might ſhelter 
me from ſuch Misfortunes as had lately happened 
to me, when about Duſk an Exempt with ſeveral 
Aſſiſtants came and carried me off. They did not 
2 me Time to inform myſelf of their Reaſons 
or this Violence: I was hurried to Priſon ; and 
*twas three Months before 1 was enlarged, 

* I eafily imagined from whence this Stoke came, 
I conceive, my dear M:ner, that you can very well 
gueſs at it. Twas to no Purpoſe to juſtify myſelf, 
and to tell thoſe who had contin'd me the Occaſion 
of my being ſecur d: They look'd on all I faid as 
an idle Invention; it made no Impreſſion; and they 
did not ſo much as make a Report of it. 

The firſt Thing I did after I was ſet at Liberty 
was to go and return God Thanks. I learnt from 
my Landlady, that there was a famous Preacher, 
who beſides that, paſſed for one of the ableit Di- 
rectors. I went. I acquainted him with my Hi- 
ſtory : He conceiv'd a Horror at the Proceedings 
of my wicked Confeffor : He took three Days to 
reſolve upon what could be done for me; at the 
End of which, he told me he had thought of ſome- 
thing w enable me to end the Remainder of my 
Days in Peace and Tranquillity. 

* I did not ſtay to aſk him what it was. So happy 
did I think myſelf to be reſcued from Want, of 
which I even then began to feel the Effects, that I 
threw myſelf at his Feet, aſſuring him that I ſhould 
be eternally obliged to him, and that I would never 
ceaſe to pray to Heaven for his Preſervation. 

* But what do you think he had done for me, my 
dear Mine: ? You will be full as much ſurpris'd at 
it, as | myſelf then was. O Heaven! is it thus 
your Miniſters diſtribute the pious Contributions of 

N 4 the 


- n % 
—— = 
ut — ey —— — — 


L 2 
n o * p 
- - 4 * F 8 1 'T 
+. - of A o 
. ———  — 


SIS 24MM , axis 


296 The Fertunate Country Maid. 


the Well-diſpos'd ? The Clergyman bid me be the 
next Day at a Convent call'd /es Filles du bon Pa- 


* fteur, that he would meet me, and he would lay 


4 


down what was required for my Subſiſtence as long 


* a5 I lived. 
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* I was enraged at this Propoſal, for I deteſted a 
Convent; befides, I knew from a Friend of mine 
formerly, what fort of a Houſe this was ; and that 
in order to be admitted, one muſt own one's ſelf 
to have been a common Proſtitute. I ftifled both 
my Grief and Aſtoniſhment: I had been too ſe- 
ver:ly treated by my former DireQor, to dare 
w put myfelf in a Way of making this Man re- 
pent of his Goodneſs towards me: I was convinc'd 
be ſiles, that too much Zeal was often 2s danger- 
ous, as too little Virtue. I went away, after I had 
promis'd to be the next Day at the Place ap- 
pointed ; but with a firm Reſolution of forfeiting 
my Word, and never more to think of ſeeking 
Conſolation in the Boſom of ſuch People, in whom 
ſo much is wanting to render them humane and 
compaſſionate. 

* I return'd Home oppreſt with Sorrow, and a 
deſponding Heart, full of all that had happened to 
me fince my fincere Defires of a Converſion. After 


* 3 thouſand cruel Reflections, I wrote to Gogo, the 


Servant you now fee about me; 1 knew where ſhe 
liv'd : She came, or more properly flew to me: 
She had ever had a tender Regard for me; of 
which ſhe gave me Marks after J had with Tears 
imparted to her all that had happen'd to me; in- 
ſtead of making me any Anſwer, ſhe quitted my 
Room with as much Halte as ſhe had enter'd it. 
I thought at firſt, that ſeeing me in Miſery and 
Dittrets, ſhe deſerted me; but juſt Heaven, how 
much Reaſon had I to repent me of too haſty and 
too unſavourable a Judgment! I heard about a 
Quarter of an Hour afterwards, a Coach ſtop at 
the Door; it was Gogo; the brought me whatever 
ſhe could ſcrape together; and giving it, faid, 
'twas all my own, bid me make uſe of it, and 
that ſhe ſhould think herſelf too happy to ow her 
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Days with her dear Miſtreſs. I gratefully embrac'd 
the good Creature, and ſwore to her, that let w.iat 
would happen, we would never part more. 

* Aiſuredly, when I compar'd her Zeal with that 
of the EKccleſiaſticks, whom [ mention'd, had I not 
room to think that one often finds Chriſtian Charity 
todged in very improper Places ? But where is the 
Wonder of that ? the greateſt Part of thoſe who 
are appointed to praQtiſe it, and be its Diltr:butor*, 
abuſe and drive it away, if I may fay lo, by a 
wrong Application: It needs mult find an Aſylum, 
and refuge itſelt ſomewhere or other. 

This, my dear Met, is my H o; from 
whence you may eaſily comprehend, ho much | 
abhor my preſent Situation: I am very d frous of 
changing it; but the Methods of doing i it appear'd 
ſo ditlicult, from the firſt Steps | took, that I dur 
no more attempt it, and that ] have perſiſted till 
now in the State of Life you ive, 

* I was mov'd even to Tears at what Julia hat 
related. I waited with Impaticnce to know what 
might be her Views on me, and why ſhe had given 
me the Preference, in aſſiſting on au Occaſion 
wherein I ſeem'd fo improper a Perſon to be em- 
ploy'd. 
* She did not make me wait long. You will 
ſcarce believe, ſaid ſhe, that you are the only one 
in the World, on whom I depend to d:aw mc irom 
the Precipice into which I am fallen. You have 
ſo often afſur'd me of your Love, and this with 
ſo much Diſcretion, that I flatter myſelf you will 
afford me the moſt convincing Proof. fick me, 
Sir, in taking that Step I molt defire, I only aſk 
your Protection: The Money Monſieur de G —— 
has beſtow'd on me, fince he has viſited me, 1s 
ſuſficĩent to ſet me up in a Way of Buſineſs, chang- 
ing my Name, Place of Abode, and Conduct. 1 
have admitted Diſorder only to enable me to fly 
from it. Some Money I have ſav'd; and with what 
my Goods will produce, I reckon to make up a 
Sum of ten thouſand Livres: Tis but a ſmall 
Matter; yet ſufficient to begin wich. Marry 1 
Ns * wil 
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will not, neicher will I become a Nun; one is a: 
hateful to me as the other; what I deſire is, to 
cariv ona trade, in order to make the moſt of my 
Pittance, and afford me enough to live comfortably 
and horeſtly in the World. In you alone I place 
my Confidence: If you love me ſincerely you won't 
retuſe me your Advice and Aſſiſtance ; I take you 
for a Man of too much Honour and Princip. to 
give me any Diſtruſt. 
I was preparing to anſwer theſe Requeſts, and to 
applaud Julia for her Sentiments which I ſo much 
approv'd, when we heard Gogo ſcreaming at the 
Door, and doing all ſhe could to hinder Monſieur 
de G from coming in. He had learnt in the 
Neighbourhood, that Julia was not gone out, and 
moreover that there came a well-dreſs'd Gentle- 
man juſt at Dinner-time. This had rous'd his Jea- 
Jouly. He had got in, in Spite of all Gego could 
ſay to him, altho' ſhe had given him her Word 
that ſhe would inform him where her Miſtreſs was, 
and that with a Deſign of getting rid of him, and 
giving me Time to get off; but ſhe could not pre- 
vail. Monſieur de G—, who was in a Paſhon, 
brought up his Servants, and bid them break open 
the Door where we were. This was what made 
the Uproar. 
Julia gave herſelf over for loft. Ah! Sir, ſaid 
ſhe to me, take Pity on me, or I am ruin'd! if this 
Brute finds me here with you, he wilt have no 
Mercy on my Life. I encouraged her; for | 
was ſure that I had infallible Means of appeafing 
his Wrath: I came to a Reſolution whilit 7ulia 
was ſpeaking ; and I was not ſorry for what had 
happen'd. 
* In the mean time they were hard at Work to 
force the Door. I bid Jalia aſſure Monſieur 4. 
G thro' the Door, that ſhe would immediate- 
ly open it, provided he would ſend away his Ser- 
vants, and not make ſuch a Diſturbance, advifin 
her at the ſame time to be ſure to ſcold firſt, mak- 
ing as if he had waken'd her out of her Sleep. I 
told her befides, that I would hide myſelf, 2 
* that 
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that if he preſumed to uſe her ill, I would ſoon fly 
to her Aſſiſtance. She follow'd my Advice, and 
play'd her Part very well. Scarce had ſhe begun 
to raiſe her Voice, but my Huſband lower'd his: 
The Door was open'd : He maunder'd ; but J 
was beforehand with him; She faid, 'twas mcan 
and pitiful in him to commit ſuch Extravagances : 
She for her Part had a violent Head- ach, and ſhould 
never forget his brutal Behaviour. In fine, ſhe ſaid 
a great deal. Monſieur % G=— ſeeing her in a 
Night-cap (for that was really the Caſe) and alone, 
b-gan to think he was wrong, and that he had 
been impoſed upon, with the Story of a Gentle- 
man's having come to Dinner with her; he a{k'd 
for him, telling her he had been ſo inform'd. She 
afſur'd him that ſhe had dined alone, and could not 
conceive how he was capable of crediting ſuch idle 
Reports. 
All things went on ſwimmingly : But it was not 
my Intention they ſhould continue ſo. I had 
form'd my Project. Julia was juſt going to take 
Monſieur de G into the next Apartment un- 
der a Pretence of ſhowing him ſomething ſhe had 
bought, when I ſtirred myſelf in ſuch a Manner, 
that he heard and ſaw me, Hah! hah! Made- 
moiſelle, cried he, are theſe your Tricks? Is it 
thus you expoſe me? As he utter'd theſe Words, 
he gave her a Box on the Ear, and fell to beating 
her. As eager as I was in getting out from the 
Cloſet, to come to her Relief, he had already 
given her fifty Blows, which made her cry out 
moſt lamentably. Sure 'tis very raſh and daring 
in you, cried I, laying hold of him and aſſuming 
a menacing Voice, to treat this young Lady after 
this Faſhion ; and that before me too. Monſieur 
de G little dreaming to have found a Spark of 
ſo much Metal, as I appear'd (for 1 had cock'd 
my Hat over my Eyes) drew back a Step or two, 
grew pale, and laying his Hand on his Sword, 
told me, that the Wretch coſt him dear enough to 
have her all to himſelf. This would have done 
well enough ſome Years ago, cried I, burfting in- 
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to a Fit of Laughter, for I could not contain; but 
People of your Age are fit for nothing but to main- 
tain Miſtreſſes, and ſuch young Fellows as 1, 
to and Zounds - 1 could hold out no 
longer; my Laughter ſpoil'd all. Monficur de 
G— knew me; and was ſo prodigiouſly fright- 
ened at my Preſence, and finding me ſhut up 
with his Miſtreſs, as well as imagining that I could 
have He was fo aſtoniſh'd, ' ay, that he 
fell back into an eaſy Chair with fo diſconcerted 
a Countenance, that Julia herſelf, who knew 
not the Meaning of all this, nor the Reaſon of my 
immoderate Laughter, could not refrain in ſpite 
of her Tears from laughing herſelf. She ſoon 
diſcover'd the Myſtery ; not only my Voice gave 
her a Suſpicion, but my Behaviour to Mor/reur de 
Gam— had ſeated myſelf on his Knee: inſtead 
of bitter Reproaches, which he might well expect, 
I applauded his Choice of ſo amiable a Perſon as 
Julia, and fondly rallied him for his Cruelty to 
her. At laſt he recover'd from his Surpriſe, and, 
Der to ſee things take this agreeable 
Turn, g'd to know tlie Solution of this bur- 
leſque Adventure. I related it without Diſguiſe, 
and finiſh'd my Narration by ſaying, that ſo far 
from diſapproving the Eſteem he had for the 
charming Perſon, who had created me ſo much 
Trouble and Uneaſineſs, I was the firſt to intreat 
his Perſeverance in it; and that I hoped, in con- 
ſideration to me, he never would withdraw it 
from her. 

* If what had paſs'd, ſo much aftoniſh'd my Huf- 
band, it was nothing, my dear Girl, in compari- 
ſon of his Requeſt : It was neceffary at laſt to caſe 
him of his Perplexity. I made Julla repeat her 
Story : She told it with new Graces : She conclu- 
ded with the moſt moving and reiterated Intreaties, 
to be drawn from the Abyſs wherein ſhe was 
plung'd : She interwove her Supplications with 
ſuch pious and juſt Reflections on the Affair of 
Salvation, that Manſieur de G —— could not help 
being moved. We all cried in Concert; * 
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the Adventure terminated in a Penſion for Life, 
* which Monfieur de C granted Julia, ſufficient 
* to make her eaſy for the reſt of her Days. 

This. dear Jenny, continu'd Madame de G > 

* is the End of an Adventure, on which I ſhall ever 
* have Reaſon to value myſelf. Fulia reſides al- 
ways in Paris, and leads the Life of an Angel: I 
* ſee her from time to time: She edifies me, my 
* ſole Pleaſure is to be with her. But the moſt 
ſurpriſing thing is, that Monſieur de G is en 
tirely reclaim'd from Women, and leads a Life of 
great Regularity, for which I ſhall bleſs Heaven 
as long as I have Breath.” 
We came in Sight of the Village where we were 
to dine, juſt as Madame de G had finiſk'd her 
Story. I thought of it, as it really was, that 1s to 
ſay, no leſs intereſting than agreenble. It furniſh'd 
many Reflections on Neceſſity, which occaſions Diſ- 
order; and on the little Care thoſe Perſons take to 
find a proper Remedy, who by their Vocation and 
Charge are obliged to do it. 

That very Day we arriv'd at Madame de C -— 8 
Seat. Monjrear de G receiv'd me with the 
greateſt Civility. I return'd my Acknowledgements 
with the greater Pleaſure, as what I had lately heard 
increaſed my Regard for him. He ſeem'd to bear 
his Age much worfe than his Lady. I behaved with 
great Complaiſance. He gave me to underitand I 
ſhould have good Company, I could not conceive 
what he meant; for it muſt be obſerv'd, he was full 
as myſterious as my good Mamma de G6 ——, never 
fo much as naming the Margue 14 . 

After the firſt Compliments were over, I aſk'd af- 
ter Chriſtina, the Servant I ſo much lov'd, whom I 
have mention'd elſewhere ; ſhe was preſent, and I did 
not know her again : She took me about the Neck, 
and thank'd me very obligingly for my kind Re- 
membrance of her. I was the more ſenſible of it, 
becauſe the Inſtance her Miſtreſs had given me of 
her Virtue render'd her the more amiable and dearer 
to me. 

They had conducted me to the Apartment deſign- 
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ed me, where I was changing my Clothes, when 
Madame de G,, who had left me, came to know 
if I was ready to ſee ſome Company juſt arriv'd ? I 
anſwer'd by riſing and meeting the old Marqueſs, 
who enter'd the Room accompanied by Monſieur de 
G ——, his Son, and St. Fal. The Colour came 
into my Face; I little expected ſo ceremonious a 
Viſit. The old Marqueſs complimented me upon 
having recover'd of my Sickneſs handſomer than 
ever, as he was pleas'd to ſay. As for my Lover, *twas 
far otherwiſe, he could ſcarce be known again : 'The 
Minute he ſaw me, he ſtept back, whiſper'd St. Fal, 
and held up his Finger, as much as to ſay, is it thus 
you put your Tricks upon me? 

I return'd the old Marqueſs Compliment for Com- 
pliment, and wiſh'd him Joy upon his good Looks. 
The Converſation turn'd for a Minute upon our paſt 
Sickneſs. The old Marqueſs rallied his Son on his 
being ſo maul'd. This Point concern'd me: I could 
not help taking his Part myſelf, ſaying, I thought 
him the ſame as ever: To which he made no other 
Anſwer than a Bow. His Father replied, that partial 
Eyes ſaw always favourably, and that he was not at 
all ſurpris'd at it, | 

Silence enſued, becauſe the old Marqueſs was mute, 
and ſeem'd recollected within himſelf. I trembled, 
and knew not what to think of it; but it was ſoon 
broke. My Lover's Father aſked Monſieur de 
G-—— if he had given Orders that we ſhould not be 
interrupted ; to which being anſwer'd in the Affir- 
mative, he ſaid; 1's well: Then caſting his Eyes on 
me, ſpoke as follows : 

It is high Time, dear Jenny, to put an End to 
your Troubles, and to crown your Virtue : You 
certainly merit a Fortune ſuperior to that which 
you are on the Point of enjoying ; this I have been 
long convinc'd of, and you are 2 dear 
to me; but with all your good Qualities, I ſhould 


never have decided in your Favour out of Mo- 
tives of Convenience, and ſuch as regard me per- 
ſonally, had it not been for the Proofs you have 
given me of your elevated Sentiments, Theſe A 
have 
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have been hitherto a Myſtery, and I will firſt of all 
explain it to you. I knew the Paſſion you had for 
my Son, as well as the Exceſs of his towards you. 
It would have been too great a Sacrifice in me, to 
have approved of your mutual Flame, without an 
Aſſurance of your being both worthy of it. What 
Means did I employ to find that out? Why, I gave 
you both an Opportunity of ſacrificing that Paſſion 
to me, which from its Birth created me ſo much 
Uneaſineſs. 
I would ſatisfy myfelf by a Trial ariſing from 
my Son's Heart, whether he deſerv'd I ſhould for- 
get my own Rank and public Cenſure, out of Com- 
plaiſance to him; and whether I was beloved by 
him ſufficiently to yield up to me all that was moit 
dear to him in the World: If I diſcover in my Son, 
ſaid I to myſelf, contriving the Means that were 
to convince me, that he loves me well enough to 
renounce what he doats on, then he deſerves 1 
ſhould conſent to his Happineſs, 
* What I am going to ſay, will ſurpriſe you, 
Tenny, (continued beß when you call to mind all 
the Steps I have ſeem'd to take to gain your Fa- 
vour, and the Propoſals I made to marry you: 
but, don't be deceived: it was but to try your 
Character to the Eottom, and whethcr a Fortune 
in preſent was capable of tempting your Vanity. 
Young People are fo often enſnared by Objects, 
artful in bringing about their own Ends, that 
I would not ſuffer my Son to run the Rik of 
repenting his having given himſelf up to ſuch a 
one; 'tis for that Reaſon I watch'd you ſo narrow - 
ly, and endeavour'd by all poſſible Means to diſ- 
cover the inmoſt Receſſes of your Heart. 
* I have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with my Diſcove- 
ries in your regard; but this was not ſufficient 
to determine me, I wanted to know what Dis- 
poſitions my Son was in; and if Foran had not 
informed me where you was hid, I ſhould have 
begun by obliging my Son to diſcover you, and 
to deliver you into my Hands. Had | pre- 
vailed, I thould have been ſatisfied: I ſhould 
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have ſaved both of you the many Hazards you 
* have run; but Heaven, that has puniſh'd my Pre- 
* ſumption in endeavouring to fathom, like itſelf, 
* the Heart of Man, after ſhewing me the Danger 
* my Son incurr'd, has been pleaſed to reftore him 
to me, and preſerve a Treaſure for him, with 
which his Life was wound up, and which was ever 
deftin'd to be his. 

To compaſs my Ends, dear Terry, that Fit of 
Sickneſs, which to every one appear'd to be 
* real — © How! (cried my Lover, king his Fa- 
ther's Hand) the cruel Condition in which I faw 
«« you, which the whole Town talk'd of, was it no- 
thing but a Feint?” * Yes, Son (replied the Mar- 
queſs) © 'twas all a Pretence; but let me go on, every 
* thing ſhall be made clear. 

* Tt was not difficult for me (continued this art- 
ful Nobleman) to act the Part in queſtion: my 
* Servants know my Humour, and that I will be 
* obeyed, and never forgive indiſcreet Talk. Fer- 
Jan, whom 1 had taken again on Account of the 
* Service he had done me, was let into the Secret, 
two Yalets de Chambre, and my Surgeon : as theſe 
are the only People that approach us, it was no hard 
Matter, with their Aſſiſtance, to make the Family 
* believe whatever I pleas'd. Such was the Myſtery. 
My Son has ſhewn himſelf worthy of what he is; 
* he generouſly ſacrificed what was moſt dear to him, 
* to preſerve his Father's Life: I was as much moved 
* with this Sacrifice, as I admir'd your Complaiſance 
s 


for my Son. That Day, when Nature prevail'd 
over your generous Reſolution, was I about to re- 
ward you ; you were then going to be nnited. One 
Minute later my Son had taken the Place I feem'd 
to occupy. Your fainting away, O my dear Jeumy, 
prevented this Stroke, premeditated with ſo much 
Pleaſure. How much did I repent, from the 
Dread of lofing you both, my not diſcovering my- 
ſelf ſooner ! 
But Heaven, whom I have implored ſo much in 
your Behalf (continued the worthy Marqueſs) by 


* reſtoring you to me, puts it in my Power to finiſh 


* what 
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* what I have begun. Approach, my dear Son, 
(cried the Marqueſs rifing and taking me by the 
Hand) be happy: I give you Ferry: making 
* you this Preſent, I reckon I once more give you 
Life.“ Pronouncing theſe Words he ſeemed to 
melt; we both fell at his Feet. I was fo ſeized, fo 
overjoy'd, fo full of I Know not what, that I can no 
ways explain the true State I was in. The Mar- 
queſs himſelf dropt a Tear, Monfieur and Madame &e 
6 and St. Fal joined in this affecting Scene, 
After ſome Moments Silence, the Marqueſs made us 
riſe and take our Places, then continued thus. 
* If you are ſatisfied, my dear Children, truly | 
am not leſs ſo myſelf; but this is not always ſuf- 
ficient, Decency muſt be obferved. I have taken 
my Meaſures 10 well, that the World ſhall be for 
ever ignorant of the real Origin of my Daughter- 
in-law. I do not mention this to humble her, ſhe 
is greater by her Virtue and fine Qualifications than 
a vain Birth can make her; but conſidering what 
Slaves we are to Prejudice, I thought I might law- 
fully employ an innocent Stratagem, to impoſe upon 
thoſe of my Rank. Jenny ſhall appear well born, 
and notwithſtanding they bid the Banns this Day in 
her Village, I have contriv'd Matters fo, that they 
cannot diſcover my Secret.” | 
In fine, every thing is ready for the Celebration 
of a Marriage ſo much defired ; the Contract you 
both ſign'd, and which coſt ſo many Tears, will 
ſerve; it is drawn in your Names. Thus, my 
dear Child (ſaid the old Marqueſs to me ſmiling) 
you fee that the Uneaſineſs you then expreſs'd 
tor the Marqueſs, and which I approv'd, was with- 
out Foun lation: Don't you remember I told you, 
we ſiald be all ſatisſied? have I deceived you? 
© It remains that I inform you (continued my 
Lover's Father, aldrem̃ ig himſelf to me, to make 
every thing clear) that not being determin'd whi- 
* ther to carry you, I had recourſe to my old 
Friends Monſieur and Madame & G ——, as Per- 
* ſons on whom I might depend. I knew the Ob- 
* ligatious you lay under to them, and that Idea 
* ſeem'd 
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Manner. After a proper time ſpent in theſe Tranſ- 
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ſeem'd ſo ſuitable, that I went immediately and 
acquainted them with the Affair, recommending 
Secrecy. I was very apprehenſive of its taking 
Air ; after cauſing ſo much Diſtreſs, and being the 
Author of ſo much Care and Anxiety to theſe poor 
Children. I thought it but juſt to reſerve to myſelf 
the charming Satis faction of being the firſt to inform 
them of their Happineſs.” 

Thus did the old Marqueſs finiſh this delightful 
Harangue: it renew'd our Marks of Acknowledg- 
ment: My Heart was full; but I durſt not give ſo 
lively Proofs of it as my Lover. He threw him- 
ſelf twenty times at his Feet, kiſſed his Hands as 
often, ſpoke to him in the tendereſt and fondeſt 
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ports, the old Marqueſs told me, my Father and 
Mother were come; that he had ſent for them 
in order to aſſiſt at the Celebratien of my Nup- 
tials; but that I was to give them to underſtand 
that they were to return no more to their Cot- 
tage, it being of the laſt Conſequence in the Mea- 
ſures he had taken for concealing who I was. 
They ſtall loſe nothing by the Bargain (ſaid he 
o me ſmiling, I give you my Eſtate ds F—-A4—, 
which is a hundred Leagues off, (it yields twenty 
thouſand Livres a Year) you ſha'l live there with them 
and your Huſband, till I think proper to have you 
nearer me. Your Father and Mother ſhall remain 
there, and he Lords and Maſters; this will make 
amends for the Lob of their own Country. You'll 
have time enough to inſtruct them in the Journey 
how they muſt behave.* It is not difficult to aſſume 
an Air of Eaſe, when one is ſo effeftually, How 
ſenſible was I of fo much Goodneſs! {hould I endea- 

vour to expreſs it, the Taſk would be endleſs. 
Hitkerto I never had an Opportunity of owning 
to the old Marqueſs that N 6p was my Aunt; I 
did it now. * Well, ſo much the better (continued that 
dear and worthy Father of my Lover) * we ſhall ren- 

der one more Perſon happy.” 

The old Marqueſs infor:n'd us moreover (for eve- 
ry thing can't be fail at once) that te had only 
brought 
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brought with him and retained in his Service thoſe 
who attended him in his pretended Sickneſs ; and 
as for all the reft, he had taken others in their roam, 
to prevent any Diſcovery : He added, that he had 
* dimiſs'd For/an, knowing he was not agreeeable to 
* me; (How good was this of him!) but that he 
* had provided fo well for him, that he would have 
* no Reaſon to complain.” 

My Joy was too great to admit of any Reſent- 
ment. I interceded for For/an with ſo much Ear- 
neſtneſs, that he might partake of the common [oy, 
as obtain'd his Readmiſhon ; his Behaviour ever after 
gave me Satisfaction. 

Madame de G finding all was ſaid, propos'd 
going to Supper; every one was willing enough. 

(othing gives a better Appetite than Joy; it will 
be eaſily imagin'd, neither the Marqueſs nor I want- 
ed a Stomach, At Table I could read Impatience 
in his Eyes. Muſt I bluſh to own I felt the ſame 
Emotion? I was certainly excuſeable. Beſides, I 
was in continual Dread of ſome unforeſeen Event 
which might cruſh all my Hopes; I had experienc'd 
ſo many Diſappointments, that I was habituated to 
expect no Day could paſs without them; but I was 
miſtaken; every thing has its Time ; ill Fortune it- 
ſelf will at lat be weary of perſecuting us. 

The Moment Supper was done, I flew to my 
Apartment and lock'd myſelf up with Barbara, my 
Father and Mother. I immediately fell at their 
Feet, owning myſelf their Daughter and Niece, and 
aſking Pardon for my not diſcovering myſelf ſoon- 
er; alledging the Reaſons ot it, in a ſhort, but ſuc- 
cinct manner. The Reader mult imagine their Sur- 
priſe and Tranſport. They cried for Joy, when [ ac- 
quainted them with the Happineſs deſigned me. My 
Mother, preſſing my Cheeks to hers, ſometimes 


cried out, Ged be prai.'d! Then again, I always 
told you, Husband, ſhe wwou!d prove a goed Girl. Our 
Time was too ſhort to be employed in theſe mutual 
Endearments, I told them in two Words what was 
intended for them; then prepos'd to ray dear Aunt, 
ho could ſcarce per ſuade berſelf I was her Niece, 

either 
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either to follow me, or return to her beloved Vit. 
lage, offering her my Father's Houſe, and to buy 

a Piece of Land to it. No, no, (faid ſhe very ho- 

neftly) I am for no hog where you are not to 
be, my dear Niece, fince Providence will have me 
to call you ſo. Your Secret would be well kept, 

* truly, were I to return to my Village! To be 
plain with you, I ſhould hunt out every Goffip in 
the Place, beginning with Mr. Crate, to be Sag 

* as our Betters muſt be ſerv'd firſt; I am old Tell- 

truth.“ I could not forbear ſmiling at her Simpli- 

city ; nevertheleſs I intreated her to be on her Guard 
for my Sake: Her Anſwer was, that I had no- 

* thing to fear whilſt ſhe was out of her own Village, 

* as I had experienc'd from the Time I had lived 

* with her.” 

During this, ſomebody knock'd at the Door; it 
was the impatient Marqueſs: *© Every thing is ready 
(ſaid he thro' the Keyhole) © they wait for you.” 

The Door being open'd, he catch'd me round the 

Neck, and kiſs'd me fo eagerly, that I bluſh'd very 

much. Nay, (cried he) you muſt not be angry 

„ now.” Saying this, he embraced my Father, 

Mother, and Aunt with great Tenderneſs, calling 

them by thoſe Names, and concluded with faying 
to me,” W hat is it we ſtay for?“ His abrupt 

Impatience made me ſmile, and I follow'd him with 

a light Heart to the Churc:;, where every thing was 

ready to unite us for ever. 

In fine, we were married. What did not follow 
from that charming Ceremony? I am filent; it's 
ſufficient to ſay, that it's ever freſh in my Memory. 
The old Marqueſs's Scheme was follow'd to a tittle. 
Our Marriage occafion'd various Speculations ; but 
they made no Impreſſion on the Marqueſs or me, 
entirely taken up with promoting our own Happi- 
neſs. Two Sons and a Daughter were the Fruit of 
our muten! Loves. Amidſt the great World, my 
Family employs all my Time; there centers my 
Happineſs, My Husbend, ever tender, complaiſant 
and fond: can I conclude with a more endearirg and 
intereſting a Circumitance ? 

Ex Do of the 5:cond VOLUME, 


